
 

 
 

Minutes of the Littlemore Parish Council Parks and Environment 
Committee meeting held at Edith Kempson House on Monday 21st July 
2025 
 
Present: Anna Railton (Chair), Chris Smowton, Maggie Willis, Peter George and David 
Henwood. 
In attendance: Tim Cann (Acting Clerk) 
Members of the Public: 0 

Meeting opened: 19.02 

 

PEC 13/25 Co-option of any non-councillors onto the Parks & Environment 
Committee: Jan Pullen and Ruth Corrigan were co-opted. 

PEC 14/25 Chair’s Welcome 

PEC 15/25 Apologies for absence: Gabriele Santi – Working. 
PEC 16/25 Declarations of Interest: NONE. 
 

PEC 17/25 Minutes of Previous Meeting 
It was RESOLVED to defer the minutes of the Parks & Environment Committee meeting 
held on Tuesday 7th May 2025 to the September meeting. 

PEC 18/25 Update on outstanding items: 
• Bins: Bins installed on Oxford Road, Little Park, entrance to MUGA in Oxford 

Road Rec. Clerk reports complaints re: seats/benches in poor condition. MW 
says committee previously agreed to postpone fixing some until we know future 
layout of Oxford Road Rec. Bench nearest Thompson Terrace: MW has 
researched specifics; will liaise with Brian. Price ~£300; frame likely 
reusable. Action MW to get price for replacement slats to clerk to purchase 
out of existing maintenance budget. Also investigated the benches at 
Herschel Crescent; have agreed to retain them when HC is taken over. 

• Seats – A few seats/benches are in a very poor condition. The groundsmen 
have had complaints about not being able to sit. There is also a H&S situation 
should a member of the public injure themselves on poor condition. Remove 
seat with few slates left. 

PEC 19/25 Little Park 

• Water Bowser has been purchased and in use. AR TO CONTACT CLERK. 

PEC 20/25 Village Green  

• MW working with Julia Brocklesby to resurrect some printed literature that explains 
the village green artwork. Action PG chase David Henwood re: refreshing the 
lettering on the artwork. 

 
 



 

 
 

PEC 21/25 Oxford Road Rec  

a. Play Equipment Tender  

o Clerk to arrange meeting with Harlequin and all councillors and coopted 
members. 

o To recommend to full council a design of around £150,000 regardless of 
external funding. 

o Next steps with FCC grant application – closing date 20th August. 

o Councillor Willis proposed having a site meeting with Harlequin and 
particularly look to enhance early-years offer. Committee resolved to first 
contact Harlequin to solicit a meeting and produce a higher-value design, 
plan a public engagement session with that expanded design, then take 
that to the FCC and other possible grant-making organisations. Councillor 
Willis notes that Wooden Spoon likely won’t grant because we hold CIL 
reserves. 

o Rose Carter and Ruth Corrigan to be consulted on the existing design.  
o No decision re: whether to go for an FCC grant; to revisit once final 

design is clarified 
b. Titan upgrade  

o Councillor Willis advises Harlequin may be able to source parts. Clerk to 
contact Harlequin and HAGS.  

c. Play day 27th Sept – Councillor Wilis stated nothing new to report. Clerk to see if 
Harlequin can be there. 

d. Outdoor Gym Equipment – Councillor George proposed a holistic approach as 
whole park refurbishment. 

e. Workshop Project – Councillor George informed the meeting that the building is 
subsiding and needs replacing. Will this need planning permission? Containers a 
possibility for machinery. Needs a plan of project, design, costings etc.  

PEC 22/25 Play Safety Check on play equipment:  

• The Clerk informed the committee of the work needed to be done in the report and 
that he had given a copy of the report to the groundmen asking them to work on the 
higher priorities. 

• Wall in far corner of Oxford Road Recreation Ground will very unsafe. Councillor 
Henwood will put a barrier up on the park side. Clerk to notify councils insurance 
company and to write to property owner. 

• Councillor Willis informed the meeting that the zip wire was initially inspected in 
March. 

 

 

 



 

 
 

PEC 23/25 Tree Champions  

Councillor Willis reported that the trees in Nicholson Road were looking in very poor 
health. Las year there was talk of having Tree Champions. Free water butts from Thames 
Water. Clerk to put in next LL asking for volunteers.  

PEC 24/25 Park Safety and Equipment Issues:    

PEC 25/25 External funding applications  

PEC 26/25 Herschel Crescent Rec:  

Councillor George reported that full council authorised to proceed. 

A site visit with Councillors George and Willis, the Clerk and City Council Officers for 
Friday 10am   

PEC 27/25 GroundFest visit: Wednesday 10th September. 

It was RESOLVED that Councillor Willis go to the GroundFest event, and the Clerk invite 
the groundmen. 

PEC 28/25 Bins Other: 

• Update on request for a bin outside the catholic church (quote £350). Councillor 
Henwood reported that the bins on the Village Green and outside Cardinal House 
are being replaced free of charge by the City Council. 

• It was RESOLVED to fund the bin outside the catholic church. The city council 
would empty and be responsible for future maintenance. 

PEC 29/25 Street tree planting & watering. 

 Councillor Railton advised that all tree planting is being transferred to the County 
Council. 

PEC 30/25 Date for next meeting: TBC  

Meeting ended: 8:20PM 

 

 

Signed:  

Cllr Anna Railton. Chair. 

 

Date: 

 


