
 

 

Minutes of the Littlemore Parish Council Full Council Meeting Held on 
Tuesday 11th February 2025 at Littlemore Village Hall 
 
Present: Cllrs Peter George (Chair), Sadiea Mustafa-Awan (Vice Chair), Lynne Davies 
(LD), Michael Evans (ME), David Henwood (DaH), Adrian Kowalski (AK), Jan Pullen (JP), 
Anna Railton (AR), Alexander Singleton (AlS), Chris Smowton (CS), Anne Stares (AnS) 
and Maggie Willis (MW).  
In attendance: Morgan James (Parish Clerk) 
Members of the Public: 4 

 

 

Meeting opened: 19.00 
 
Public Forum  
A resident of Bampton Close stated that local residents are concerned about excessive 
poor parking on match days and a lack of follow-up from police after complaints. 
The Chair sympathised on behalf of the Council but noted that the Parish Council has no 
power to act on this issue. AnS stated that she believed another resident had contacted 
her about this and she had referred it to County Councillor Trish Elphinstone. AR 
suggested the resident(s) call the phone number they had received pre-emptively to allow 
time for parking enforcement to arrive for the next match day. The Chair stated that the 
LPC would raise the matter with County. 
A representative of Save Our Green Space asked what information the Council could 
share regarding planned changes to Sandy Lane Playing Fields. 
The Chair stated that the Sandy Lane field is within the Parish of Blackbird Lees and so 
the speaker would need to seek more information on the future of that land from Blackbird 
Leys Parish Council. Regarding future plans in Littlemore, LPC is in discussion with the 
City Council but still bound by confidentiality and thus regrettably unable to give more 
information at this time. 

FC 163/24 Chair’s Welcome 
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
The Chair noted that County Council elections have been confirmed for 1st May 2025 and 
that some Parish Councillors are standing. He requested that they continue Parish Council 
work as priority during campaigning and after possible election to County. 
Many Councillors have been contacted by Living Streets, a charity conducting research. 
The Chair requested that contacted Councillors feedback their responses to the Council 
for information-sharing. 
The Chair noted a seeming rise in absences without apologies from Committees and Full 
Council. In some instances, absence has caused meetings being inquorate. The Chair 
reiterated that Councillors must give advance apologies to the Clerk and meeting Chair 
and be aware that as elected councillors, attendance at Parish Council meetings is a 
public duty. 



 

 

FC 164/24 Apologies for absence 
Susie Aldridge (ill health), Dorian Hancock (other commitment, unable to return in time), 
Sorcha Lanham (family matter). 
FC 165/24 Declarations of Interest 
DaH declared he is on the Planning Committee for the City Council and would leave the 
room for item FC 175/24 Herschel Crescent Park. 
 

FC 166/24 Minutes of Previous Meeting  
The Committee received and approved as a correct record the minutes of the Full Council 
meeting held on Tuesday 14th January 2025, noting a minor change to the wording of item 
FC 162/24. 

FC 167/24 Finance and General Purposes Committee  
Council noted the draft minutes of the F&GPC meeting held on Thursday 30th January. 
The Chair requested that Small Grants be discussed at the next meeting and CS agreed. 
Action: Clerk to put Small Grants on next F&GPC agenda. 

FC 168/24 Statement of Internal Controls  
Council noted the adoption of this document by the F&GPC under delegated powers.  
Council discussed how to select a delegated person for quarterly financial checks and 
agreed to delegate this choice to the Finance Committee at their next meeting.  
Action: Clerk to put selection on next F&GPC agenda. 

FC 169/24 Planning Committee  
Council noted the draft meeting notes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 
Thursday 30th January. 
Council authorised JP to respond to the City as per the draft meeting notes. There was 1 
abstention. 

FC 170/24 Oxford Road Park Event  
MW updated the Council on difficulties coordinating a meeting of the Play Day working 
group and proposed delaying the event for a year to allow more time for planning, 
especially with elections in May. 
SMA proposed Working Group members meet after this meeting to arrange a meeting 
date and time. 
AS proposed delaying the event to later in the summer or September. 
ME proposed keeping the current planned date. 
It was agreed that the working group would meet immediately after this meeting to discuss 
a suitable meeting date, at which the date of the Play Day would be considered. 

FC 171/24 Committee and Working Group Membership  
AK requested joining the Transport Committee. Unanimously approved. 
MW to join Planning to help the Committee stay quorate. Unanimously approved. 
AlS requested the opportunity to do something creative for the Play Day and this was met 
positively by members of the working group.  
 
FC 172/24 Date of next Full Council Meeting 
Tuesday 11th March at 7pm at Littlemore Village Hall. 



 

 

The Chair advised that the Annual Parish Meeting must be held between March 1st and 
June 1st. Council unanimously agreed this meeting should be on a date after May 1st. 
Action: Chair and Clerk to liaise on plans for Annual Parish Meeting after May 1st. 
 
FC 173/24 Closed Session 
Council resolved, under Section 1, Paragraph 2 of the Public Bodies (Admissions to 
Meetings Act), that the public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of 
business by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 
 
FC 174/24 Parks and Environment Committee  
Council noted the draft minutes of the Parks and Environment Committee meeting held on 
Tuesday 4th February 2025. 
JP updated the Council on plans for meeting the next FCC Community Action Fund grant 
cycle.  
The Clerk acknowledged receipt of some updates to the Invitation to Tender document 
from MW which will be incorporated. The Clerk expressed his intent to complete and 
publish the Invitation to Tender by the end of the week.  
The new fence in Oxford Road Park is due to be installed at the end of February. 
The Clerk updated the Council on local land ownership issues. 
The Litter Pick is planned for 1st March 2-4pm. 
AS advised the Council of damage to the grass on the Village Green. 
MW advised the Council of a proposed minor change to the minutes of the Committee 
meeting. 
Action: Clerk and Chair to follow-up with County Council regarding CCTV. 
ME to chase artist on replying to Clerk regarding Art Project. 
 
DaH left the meeting (19.53) 
 
FC 175/24 Herschel Crescent Park  
JP updated the Committee on plans for Herschel Crescent Park, noting that the Council 
was still bound by confidentiality and unable to discuss this publicly. 
SMA and JP noted the desirability of football pitches locally, and AS noted that local people 
had asked her about changing facilities.  
The Chair and JP drew Councillors’ attention to the decisions made at the February Parks 
and Environment Committee meeting. 
The Council approved the recommendation of the Parks and Environment Committee 
regarding the lease, with 1 abstention. 

DaH re-entered the meeting (20.06) 

FC 176/24 Oxford Road Path Lighting  
The Council considered a recommendation from the Parks and Environment Committee 
on lighting the footpath across Oxford Road park. 
ME requested the Council investigate the cost of connecting park lighting to mains 
electricity.  
ME and JP disagreed strongly over development in Oxford generally. 



 

 

 
ME left the meeting (20.13) 

AR stated that in her experience, the option of connecting to the mains would be a more 
expensive option. MW noted that a renewable option would be cheaper in terms of bills 
long-term. 
AlS noted the general need for more lighting locally to help residents, particularly women, 
feel safer after dark. 
Councillors considered concerns over noise pollution from the attached wind turbines. AR 
noted that these lights are fitted at Oxford Railway Station and Councillors considered the 
possibility of visiting the station to investigate.  
Council voted unanimously against exploring mains-powered lighting. 
Council voted unanimously for the P+E Committee’s recommendation on lighting. 
Council voted unanimously that the P+E Committee should have the delegated power to 
have the final say on which side of the path the lights are fitted. 
Action: Clerk to add lighting location to next P+E agenda. 

FC 177/24 Personnel Committee  
Council noted the draft minutes of the Personnel Committee’s meeting held on Friday 17th 
January 2025 and the Chair gave more information on the public consultation. 
AR clarified a past Council misunderstanding regarding Councillor absence from meetings 
over 6 months, noting that absences are counted regardless of apologies given. 
 
Meeting Closed: 20.27 


