Minutes of the Littlemore Parish Council Meeting held at Littlemore
Village Hall on Tuesday 20th June 2023

Present: Clirs Maggie Willis (Chair) (MW), Susie Aldridge (SA), Alison Cadle (AC), Tiago
Corais (from 19.50) (TC), Peter George (PG), Joyce Milligan (JM), Sadiea Mustafa-Awan
(SM-A), Chris Smowton (CS), Sue Stewart (SS).

In attendance: Morgan James (Clerk) (MJ), Judith Godsland (Editor, Littlemore Local)
(JG)

Members of Public: 1

Meeting Commenced: 19.02

Public Forum: JG reminded Councillors that the deadline for Littlemore Local is fast
approaching.

Action: Clerk to add Littlemore Local and latest updates to next agenda.

FC 24/23 Chair’s Welcome
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and apologised for the week’s delay.

FC 25/23 Apologies for absence

The Council accepted apologies from Clirs Davies (Pre-existing holiday plans), Evans
(Emergency medical appointment), Hancock (lliness), Pullen (Bereavement), Railton (City
Planning meeting), and Stares (Longstanding commitment abroad).

Action: Clerk to send card to Clir Pullen expressing condolences from the Parish Council.

FC 26/23 Declarations of Interest
There were none received.

FC 27/23 Minutes of the last Full Council Meeting
The Council approved the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 9th
May 2023.

FC 28/23 Minutes of Council Committee Meetings

The Council noted the draft minutes of the following Committee meetings:
a) Finance & General Purposes on Thursday 25th May.

b) Planning Committee on Thursday 25th May 2023.

FC 29/23 Chair’s Update
The Chair informed Councillors there is a Parish Council Forum with City Officers on Zoom
on Wednesday 19th July.

Action: Councillors wishing to attend or with ideas for the agenda should inform the Clerk.

There will be a Co-option opportunity for the one remaining Council seat at the Full Council
meeting on July 11th.

FC 30/23 Correspondence
The Chair thanked our City and County Councillors for writing to Scottish and Southern
Electricity (SSE) regarding the Oxford Road closure, particularly the lack of notification and
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signage. They have suggested that SSE may wish to make a donation to Home Start
and/or the Rose Hill and Donnington Advice Centre to compensate for the disruption.

FC 31/23 External Audit 2021-22
The Council noted the report of the External Auditor for 2021-22.

FC 32/23 Internal Auditor’s Report for 2022-23 (Annex Ai and Aii)
The Council noted the report of the Internal Auditor for 2022-23. An incorrect web address
reference is on the report. This will be returned to the Internal Auditor for amendment.

Action: Clerk to query web address on internal audit report.

FC 33/23 Annual Governance Statement 2022-23
The Council agreed responses to the questions in the Annual Governance Statement for
2022-23.

FC 34/23 Accounting Statements 2022-23
The Council approved the Accounting Statements for 2022-23 presented by the
Responsible Financial Officer (RFO).

FC 35/23 Finance
No report was received from the Chair of the Finance and General Planning (F&GPC) due
to illness.

FC 36/23 Finance - Direct Debits (Annex B)
The Council approved the following list of variable direct debit agreements:
a. British Gas Lite — for electricity at the workshop (monthly)

b. Castle Water — for water at the workshop (monthly)

C. EE — for the Clerk’s mobile telephone (monthly)

d. Information Commissioner’s Office — for the annual registration fee

e. Oxford Direct Services Trading Ltd — for a commercial waste service at the Oxford

Road Recreation Ground (monthly).

FC 37/23 Finance — Transfer (Annex B)
The Council agreed the recommendation from F&GPC to transfer £30,000 from the
Council’s Unity Trust Bank current account into its Public Sector Deposit Fund account.

FC 38/23 Finance — Reserves 2023-24 (Annex B)

The Council approved the recommendations from Finance and General Purposes
Committee regarding the Council’s restricted, earmarked and general reserves for the
current financial year.

FC 39/23 Bank mandate (Annex B)

The Council noted that the recommendation from F&GPC that SA, DH, SS and MW be
the four Councillors who shall be authorised signatories on the Council’s bank accounts
was agreed at previous full council meeting on May 9th 2023 (FC 21/23).

FC 40/23 Finance and General Purposes Committee - Terms of Reference (Annex
B)

The Council approved amended Terms of Reference for the F&GPC. The Council further
agreed that organisations refused a grant by the Grants Sub-Committee shall have a right
of appeal to an Appeal Committee appointed by Full Council that shall include no
Councillor who took part in the Sub-Committee meeting where the decision to refuse the
grant was taken, as detailed in minute FG 5/23 from the May F&GPC meeting.
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FC 41/23 Estates & Maintenance (E&M)

The Council noted the E&M report from 18th May and received an update from MW.
The Council noted that Little Park and The Green are currently recorded as owned by
Oxfordshire County Council on the Land Registry.

Action: E&M to explore this matter further and consider registering Little Park as a
community asset.

The Chair has written to the trustees of Donnington Hospital Trust to ask for their
consideration regarding the possibility of the Parish Council purchasing the Oxford Road
Recreation Field.

Action: Chair to ask Oxford City Council what length of lease is required if S106 or CIL
funds were to be used for improvements on this field.

FC 42/23 Estates & Maintenance — Little Park
The Council approved the RFO’s recommendations of the 18th June 2023.

Action: E&M have been invited to acquire a third quote and advise the interested party.
Chair to contact insurer, SM-A to advise.

FC 43/23 Neighbourhood Plan (Annex C)
The Council noted the draft minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Working Group (NPWG)
meeting held on Tuesday 16th May 2023. CS gave an update.

Action: NPWG to consider clearer labelling of survey response box in post office.

FC 44/23 Policy Working Group
AC reported that work on a new version of the Standing Orders is progressing. A draft will
be circulated before the next Full Council Meeting.

FC 45/23 Transport & Connectivity (Annex D)

The Council noted the minutes of the meeting held on Friday 26th May and agreed the
recommendation to paint road markings for the Dudgeon Drive bus stop and install a
single sign saying ‘No Stopping Except Buses’ at the cost of £785+VAT totalling £942.

FC 46/23 Membership of Committees and Working Groups

The Council agreed the following amendments to membership of Committees and
Working Groups: AC to leave Planning, Neighbourhood Plan and Transport & Connectivity.
PG to join Finance & General Purposes. MW to join Planning.

The Chair thanked Clir Sue Stewart on behalf of the Council for her hard work distributing
Littlemore Local over several years. Clirs LD and AS have agreed to take over the
distribution of the Littlemore Local for the next edition.

FC 47/23 Community Engagement Climate & Biodiversity (Annex E)

The Council noted the draft minutes of the meeting of the Community Engagement
Climate and Biodiversity Working Group held on Monday 15th May 2023. The Council
approved the wording provided by CS for expressions of interest regarding a possible
Littlemore e-bike scheme.

Action: Councillors to contact CS with input regarding the e-bike scheme.
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FC 48/23 Date of next meeting
Tuesday 11th July 2023 at The Village Hall, at 7.00 pm.

Items for next agenda to be received by the Clerk by Sunday 9th July.

Meeting Closed: 21.05

Signed as a true and accurate record:

Clir Maggie Willis
Chair, Littlemore Parish Council

11th July 2023
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