Littlemore Parish Council Annual Meeting, Tuesday 9th May 2023
Standing Orders
Recommendation
The Council is recommended to delete the four provisions listed below in its existing Standing Orders.
Background
1. At the Council’s Annual Meeting the Council might be expected to amend or re-adopt its Standing Orders.
2. I have made the Chair aware there is a more recent version of the National Association of Local Councils’ Model Standing Orders than the one on which your current Standing Orders are based. 
3. It may well be the Council is not in a position to assess the changes and decide whether to adopt the new version.
4. In my experience, most parish councils re-/adopt the NALC Model Standing Orders without amendment, and many do so without filling in the blanks left by NALC.
5. I believe the Council would be ill-advised to re-adopt its existing Standing Orders or to adopt the new NALC model without amendment.
6. In my experience, there are several provisions which neither this Council nor any other that I have encountered actually follow and I recommend you delete them immediately.
Standing
7. The NALC Model Standing Orders require that a councillor stand when speaking unless they have a disability or would experience discomfort (Standing Order 3i).
8. This does not happen in your meetings, nor have I ever attended a parish council where it does.
Handwritten records 
9. The NALC Model Standing Orders require a Clerk to handwritten records in separate special books of three things:
· Motions received (Standing Order 9g)
· Motions rejected and the reason (Standing Order 9h)
· Planning applications and the Council’s response (Standing Order 15b xiv).
10. I have never met a Clerk who kept any of these books and I urge you not to expect Morgan to do so either as I can see no useful purpose served by doing so in this day and age.
Geoffrey Ferres
Monday 24th April 2023
