LITTTLEMORE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Littlemore Parish Council Meeting on Tuesday 14t March 2023
at the Littlemore Village Hall

The meeting began at 7.02pm.

Present: Clirs Maggie Willis (Chair), Susie Aldridge, Tiago Corais, Dorian Hancock,
Joyce Milligan, Sadiea Mustafa-Awan, Janice Pullen, Anna Railton, Anne Stares,
Sue Stewart.

In attendance: Geoffrey Ferres (Responsible Financial Officer), Judith Godsland
(Minutes Secretary and Editor, Littlemore Local),

Members of the Public: Jamila Azad, Sandy Douglas, Lynne Davies, Tricia
Elphinstone, Peter George, Samantha Hardacre, Karen Hewlett, Suzanne Mansell,
Paul Robinson, Gabriele Santi, Steve Spencer, Chris Smowton, Peter White.

Public Forum

Steve Spencer expressed concern regarding the lack of parking spaces allocated to
the new development to be built on the Northfield House site in Bampton Close.
Parking is already a problem due to overflow parking from employees working on the
nearby industrial estate. He asked for help in clarifying where the new residents are
to park. Action: CliIr Pullen will take this forward.

Suzanne Mansell expressed concerns regarding the severe hedge cutting
undertaken in Little Park on behalf of the Parish Council. She told the meeting of
danger from flying shards of wood, destruction of wildlife habitat, and a strong
likelihood that some of the hedge may not grow back. Action: This issue to be
discussed under Item FC 163/22.

FC 142/22 Chair’'s Welcome

Clir Willis welcomed everyone to the meeting.

FC 143/22 Apologies for absence

Michael Evans (work).

The Council agreed to accept the reasons for absence given.

FC 144/22 Declarations of Interest

No further declarations of interest were made by Councillors present.

FC 145/22 Minutes of the last Full Council Meeting

The Council approved the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday
14" February 2023 as a true record. Clir Willis then signed the minutes and initialled
each page.

FC 146/22 Minutes of Council Committee Meetings

The Council noted the minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee
meeting held on Thursday 26" January, and the draft minutes from the Finance and
General Purposes Committee and Planning Committee meetings both held on
Thursday 23 February 2023.
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FC 147/22 Chair’s Update and Correspondence

Letters had been received from two householders living adjacent to Little Park
complaining about the severity of recent hedge cutting.

The County Council has notified the Council regarding plans submitted for work to
the Southern by-pass between Hinksey Hill interchange and the Kennington
Roundabout that will include demolition and replacement of the bridge over the
railway and Hinksey Stream, with associated improvements for a footway and
cycleways between the A34, Redbridge Hollow and the roundabout.

The County Council has invited the Council to engage in a stakeholder survey to
explore an area approach to inappropriate HGV movement. Action: Clir Corais to
add this to the agenda at the Transport & Connectivity Working Group’s next
meeting, with particular reference to increased HGV movement on Oxford Road.
FC 148/22 Personnel

The Council approved the appointment of Morgan James as the new Parish Clerk
and Responsible Financial Officer.

FC 149/22 Finance

The Chair of Finance gave a brief verbal report.

FC 150/22 Asset Register

The Council approved an updated register of assets presented by the Responsible
Financial Officer (RFO).

FC 151/22 Financial Risk Assessment

The Council approved an update of its Financial Risk Assessment presented by the
RFO.

FC 152/22 Review of Systems of Internal Control

The Council noted Clir Aldridge’s report of the review of the Council’s systems of
internal control for 2021-22 and approved her recommendation that future reviews
make use of the checklist produced by the Oxfordshire Association of Local
Councils.

FC 153/22 Internal Audit Work Programme

The Council noted an update of the programme of work to discuss the Internal
Auditor's recommendations from the Internal Audit 2021-22.

FC 154/22 Appointment of Internal Auditor for 2022-23

The Council agreed the recommendation of its Finance and General Purposes
Committee to appoint Microshade VSM as the Internal Auditor for the current
financial year.

FC 155/22 Earmarked Reserves 2022-23

The Council agreed the recommendations of its Finance and General Purposes
Committee for earmarked reserves for 2023-24 and agreed that, should there be
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additional reserves at the end of 2022-23 the Elections and Grants earmarked
reserves should be increased.

FC 156/22 Bank Mandate

The Council agreed the recommendation of its Finance and General Purposes
Committee to add Clir Hancock to the signatories on the Council’s bank accounts.

FC 157/22 Virements

The Council agreed the recommendations of its Finance and General Purposes
Committee to transfer:

e £1,000 from Assistant Clerk’s Salary to RFO’s Salary

e £200 from Pensions to Protective Clothing.

FC 158/22 Co-option of New Councillor

The Council agreed to co-opt Chris Smowton onto the Parish Council. He signed a
Declaration of Acceptance of Office and took his place in the meeting.

FC 159/22 Co-option Policy & Procedures

The Council agreed to create a Parish Council Co-option policy which gives clarity to
procedures to be followed when there are more applicants than places available. In
the meantime, the Council will continue to engage with new applicants.

Action: Clirs Milligan, Mustafa-Awan, Pullen, Smowton, Stares and Willis to form a
Working Group to prepare the document for consideration at the next Full Council
meeting.

FC 160/22 Small Grants

The Council agreed the recommendations of its Small Grants Working Group to

award grants of £500 in exercise of the following powers:

e Littlemore Rugby Club — Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976,
section 19 FunDay August. M.

e Thomson Terrace Allotment Association— Local Government (Miscellaneous
Provisions) Act 1976, section 19 mMmower.  muw.

e Littlemore Village Hall — Local Government Act 1972 section 133. Clir Willis left
the room for this item due to her declared interest in the Village Hall and ClIr .
Mustafa-Awan took the chair for this item. Cuutains fev gmﬂ?en clocrT™ MW,

FC 161/22 Neighbourhood Plan

The Council received a report from the Neighbourhood Plan Working Group. The
Council thanked Clir Pullen for all her work.

The Council agreed to extend the meeting by 30 minutes.

FC 162/22 Transport & Connectivity

ClIr Railton informed the meeting that the County Council had agreed to mark the
Dudgeon Drive bus stop as a no-parking area, with double yellow lines and a No
Parking sign. A photo of a 7am — 7pm sign was illustrated.

Clir Hancock informed the meeting that there were three different types of No
Parking signs.
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The Chairman asked CliIr Railton for further information regarding the different
options for signs and report back.

The Council agreed that Highways could be instructed to proceed with the work.

FC 163/22 Estates & Maintenance

The Council received a report from the Estates and Maintenance (E&M) Working
Group. Clir Willis explained that a balanced approach to park management needs to
consider public safety, hygiene and the natural environment.

She said the cut back in Little Park had been necessary to reduce opportunities for
the boundary to be used as a ‘drugs-den’ and lavatory.

The E&M Working Group recognised the need to warn neighbours of any similar
work taking place in the park in the future.

Plans for work to enhance the ecology and consider both security and the continuing
maintenance of Little Park will be discussed with residents of neighbouring
properties.

Clir Willis asked CliIr Railton to walk the southern boundary with her to identify
options for planting.

FC 164/22 Community Engagement Climate & Biodiversity

The Council received a report from the Community Engagement Climate &
Biodiversity Working Group.

FC 165/22 IT Update

The Council received a verbal report from Clir Railton.

FC 166/22 Coronation Events

The Council agreed to mark the Coronation of King Charles Ill with a
commemorative plaque for the recently planted beech tree in Little Park.

Action: The Editor of Littlemore Local to contact Sandford Parish Council and St
Andrew’s Church, Sandford to ask where they bought the plaques for their Queen’s
Canopy and Jubilee trees.

Littlemore Local will carry information about the processes for organising street
parties.

At 9.31pm the Council agreed to a further extension of the meeting.

FC 167/22 Littlemore Local

The Council received a verbal report from the Editor. It was agreed to publish a list
of recent Parish Council achievements and announce the appointment of the new
Clerk/RFO in the forthcoming issue.

FC 168/22 Conduct

The Council was informed that there were three new Local Hearing Panel Decisions
regarding Clir Evans.
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The panel had found that Clir Evans had breached the Code of Conduct in all three
cases. Clir Evans has been requested to provide formal written apologies to all the
complainants and undertake both Code of Conduct and Social Media training.

FC 169/22 Date of Next Meeting

The date of the next meeting will be Tuesday 11t April 2023 at the Village Hall at
7.00pm.

The meeting closed at 9.35 pm.

Signed as a true and accurate record:

Clir Maggie Willis
Chair, Littlemore Parish Council
Tuesday 11th April 2023
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