
THANK YOU! 
Littlemore Parish Council would like to thank: Brian 
Hartree and Richard Broadway (our Maintenance 
Team) for their continued hard work in keeping our 
parks looking good, particularly in the summer 
heat, Daniela Harrison (our Assistant Clerk) for 
providing administrative support, and Judith 
Godsland (LL Editor) whose careful, persistent efforts 
have provided us with a wealth of information on community 
issues and events.  Special thanks go to Geoffrey Ferres, who 
joined us in August 2021 as a temporary Responsible Financial 
Officer (RFO) to cover financial administration until a new Clerk 
could be appointed.  Geoffrey’s diligence and sound advice has 
resulted in your Council approving a thorough review of its 
financial regulations and systems, realistic budgeting, and the 
introduction of an investment strategy.  Finally, we thank the 
Volunteers who deliver the six issues of Littlemore Local, and all 
the Volunteers in other organisations who give time and energy 
to help residents and families in our community.  
The Parish Council has done a great deal of work in the last 12 
months.  The fruits of this work will be seen in 2023.  Your 
Council will continue to serve this Parish and strive to create 
improvements that will benefit all who live and work here.  If 
you would like to share in this endeavour, please do contact us.  
We wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Littlemore Parish Council

NEW LISTINGS from the WHAT’S ON PAGES 
Rose Hill Methodist Church (just by the RH speed camera!) is 
added to the Faith Group listings: they’re starting an afternoon 
drop in session for people of all ages: Mondays 2-4.30pm.  

Grace Notes Singing Workshops at the Village Hall: 7.30-9pm 
alternate Thursdays, starting 3 Nov.   Led by Emily Marshall: 
www.emilyschoirs.co.uk.  There’s no audition, no need to read 
music: you will sing women’s songs from an aural tradition.  

St Andrew’s Church Choir in Sandford is always happy to accept 
new members, especially men.  Flexible levels of commitment 
are possible: email Christian Bradley cwwbradley@gmail.com. 

Find more about What’s On in Littlemore in the longer version of LITTLEMORE 
LOCAL which you can find online, or receive by email from the editor. 

LOCAL HOLIDAY INN HITS HEADLINES 
The Holiday Inn beside Kassam Stadium hit the headlines after 
the City Council (OCC) heard that 60 men of Middle Eastern & 
African background (migrants & refugees) had arrived without 
prior discussion.  OCC wishes to reassure local people that the 
Home Office has existing contracts with external agencies to 
provide security & meet the men's basic needs: the problem is 
that the Home Office simply didn't tell OCC they were coming, 
so OCC wasn’t informed about what else the Home Office was 
providing, and hadn’t alerted its own support organisations, the 
County Council, Police, Asylum Welcome and so on.  City Cllr 
Susan Brown said: ‘We will continue to try to engage with the 
Home Office because we want a constructive conversation on 
how best we can work together.  Refugees have a legal right to 
asylum.  In Oxford we are proud to be a City of Sanctuary and 
are ready to play our part in helping refugees rebuild their lives 
in safety.’                               Clare Keen, OCC Communications 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
2 & 3 Dec: 7am-7pm: 66 Dances:  A concert of 
dance: with Andy Solway at St M & St N Church. 

Sat 3 Dec: 2.30-4.30: Christmas Mini Fair at the 
Village Hall with gift & craft stalls, Tea, & Remarkably 
Good Cake.   

Mon 5 Dec: 7-8pm: Scriptural Reasoning: St M & St N 
Church: meet people of other faiths & explore 

scriptures.  To come email oxford@dialoguesociety.org. 
Fri 9 Dec: 1.30-4pm.  Winter Talk: The Thoughtful Teammate.  
Organised by Restore at Blenheim Palace.  A talk about mental 
health for teams, workplaces & groups, with the added 
attraction of visiting Blenheim in its festive finery.  Tickets £15: 
book online at https://bit.ly/restoreatblenheim.  

Sat 10 Dec: 12- 3pm: Christmas Bazaar at Blessed Dominic 
Barberi Church.  Stalls with cakes, books, toys, fancy goods & 
bottles; plus  tombola, white elephant & a raffle drawn on the 
day.  Light refreshments will be available.  Buy tickets on the 
day, or at the Church beforehand.   Everyone is welcome.  

Sunday 11 Dec: 6pm: Pavlova Winds Christmas Concert at St 
M & St N Church.  Part of a series which continues next year 
(see www.littlemorechurch.org/concerts).  Music, friendly faces, 
wine!  Concerts are free: suggested donation of up to £10: 
contact Eve McWilliam: admin@littlemorechurch.org.  

Sundays: 11 Dec, 18 Dec, 08 Jan, 15 Jan: 3G Dome, TOA, 
Sandy Lane West OX4 6JZ.  Watch the first semi-pro box 
lacrosse league in the UK.  The best players from across the 
UK will compete over 4 game days.  Lacrosse is the fastest 
team sport not played on ice, and Box Lacrosse is an indoor 
form played between two teams of 6 players.  It’s rougher and 
more physical.  The game allows stick play not allowed in field 
lacrosse.  The Winter Box League is a milestone for the sport, 
in which England are current European Champions.  Game 
Times: 13:30, 15:30.  Free spectator entry: just drop in.  

Tues 13 Dec: 9-10:15: Growing Minds Christmas Party at JHN 
during Tuesday stay & play. Contact JHN reception for info. 

Thurs 15 Dec: Growing Minds Stay & Play Christmas Party & 
Lunch at St M+St N Church.  All Growing Minds families are 
welcome but they need to register with Lucy White so that she 
can know numbers and dietary requirements: contact 
lucy@homestartoxford.org.uk or 0773 438 9799. 

Sun 25 Dec: 1-4pm: Community Christmas Day Lunch at John 
Henry Newman Academy.  To help, or book lunch, contact Eve 
McWilliam admin@littlemorechurch.org / 07398 599 430. 

Aug 27 2023: Bank Holiday Monday: Fun Day at the Rugby 
Club.  See: Littlemorerfc.org. 

Christmas Services at St Mary & St Nicholas Church 
*Sun 4 Dec, 5pm: Christingle Service  *Tues 6 Dec, 
4.30-5.30pm St Nicholas Festival: crafts, food, a lantern parade 
around Littlemore + a special gift from St Nicholas.    *Mon 19 
Dec, 7pm: Community Carol Service: carol concert with 
performances from people who live & work in Littlemore.    
*Christmas Eve, 5pm: Crib Service    *11.30pm: Midnight Mass. 
*Christmas Day, 10am: Christmas Mass. 

Christmas Services at Blessed Dominic Barberi RC Church 
*Sat 24 Dec: 4pm Christmas Eve Mass   *9pm Christmas Night 
Mass    *Sun 25 Dec: 11am: Christmas Day Mass. 
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 
FIRST DRAFT OF LPC BUDGET FOR 2023/24 
The Parish Council (LPC) has had a first discussion about the 

budget for the 2023-24 financial year, and next year’s Council 
Tax element in residents’ bills.  LPC aims to cut the parish 
council element in next year’s Council Tax bills by at least 
12.5% 

LPC gets its funding from Oxford City Council by “demanding” 
a sum of money for the following financial year which the City 
Council gets by adding something to your Council Tax bill.  
For this year (2022-23) LPC demanded just over £98,000, 
down from £106,000 in 2021-22.  The first draft of next year’s 
budget suggests that a further cut of over 14% may be 
possible, and that the demand will be no more than £84,000.  
LPC aims to make sure it will also demand no more than 
£84,000 the following year, 2024-25. 

How is it possible to ask the City Council for less, when 
wages, electricity bills and the price of diesel are all going 
up?  There are two reasons. 

Firstly, the previous Parish Council which was in office until May 
2021 had been asking for too much and had built up huge 
reserves.  The new Parish Council elected in May 2021 is 
going to use some of that money to bring down your Council 
Tax bills next year and keep them down the year after. 

Secondly, the new Parish Council has found it possible to 
reduce many of its bills by getting the same or better service 
for much less money.  So, despite inflation, LPC will need 
hardly any more money for the next financial year.  Their 
calculations take into account the fact that LPC has not had to 
pay a Clerk for the last year, but hopes to appoint one soon.   

The parish council will take a final decision about next year’s 
budget when it meets on 13 December. 

Geoffrey Ferres, Responsible Financial Officer, LPC 

NEW NOTICEBOARDS FOR LITTLEMORE PARISH  
Some time ago, the Parish Council decided to replace (and in 
some places re-locate) & add to its local noticeboards.  We 
hoped that they would help people feel more connected with 
the Parish Council and be aware of its ongoing work.  I took the 
lead on this issue.  After months of being passed between City 
& County Council, I’ve been advised that some of the proposed 
sites are not possible.  I’ve been more successful with boards 
that we hope to place in bus shelters, and you may soon see a 
new board in the shelter opposite the George.  If you have any 
thoughts about where you think a noticeboard would be useful, 
please email me: susie.aldridge@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk. 

Cllr Susie Aldridge 

THREE NEW PARISH COUNCILLORS 
Anne Stares, Pete Carter and Dorian Hancock have joined the 
Parish Council.  Please look in future issues for photos and 
thumbnails about who they are. 

LOCAL AIR QUALITY MONITORING 
In May, Oxford City Council installed an air quality monitoring 
device on Oxford Road just north of Littlemore Roundabout.  It 
will be there until April ’23 and will  provide a year of air quality 
data from that location.  OCC will publish its air quality data in 
June, and submit it to DEFRA.                           Cllr Tiago Corais 

TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE: SWINBOURNE ROAD 
Just to warn you that part of Swinbourne Road is to be closed 
to enable essential work on a main sewer pipe.  Oxfordshire 
County Council is to implement the temporary restriction 
between 7am and 5pm on 12 January 2023: if the work isn’t 
completed, the road must be open again within 5 days. 

PLANNING MATTERS 
Last year LITTLEMORE LOCAL carried information about the 
successful application to add two new office blocks to a 5.9 
acre site at the end of Armstrong Road.  The land was sold with 
planning permission, and was bought by the Ellison Institute for 
Transformative Medicine whose focus is research on the use of 
technology for the diagnosis & treatment of cancer.   
The Institute was founded in California with a 200m dollar 
donation from Lawerence J Ellison.  The Armstrong Road site 
(Littlemore House) is to support the consortium’s vaccine 
research, scientific data collection, and work in the 
development sector.  It was their first land purchase in the UK, 
but they have since acquired the neighbouring 3.5 acre ‘Plot 
18' from Magdalen College, on a 150-year land lease.  The new 
campus will enable the Ellison Institute to build collaborations 
with local companies such as Oxford Nanopore, located within 
The Science Park.  
They have exciting plans to unite their two sites, and have been 
keen to reach out to the community to share them.  Lisa 
Flashner, President & Chief Operating Officer of the Ellison 
Institute, the architects and other members of the Ellison team 
have had meetings with nearby residents, and with the Parish 
Council, and will submit a new application in early 2023.   
The Parish Council expressed its interest in the plans, its hope 
that the Science Park might reach out more to the local 
community, and its concerns about increased traffic.   
Everyone will have the opportunity for comment when the 
plans are published formally.  Learn more about the Institute at 
eitm.org. 

HELP STOP THE SPREAD OF BIRD FLU 
Sadly bird flu is really hitting some of our farmers hard and 
there are reports of the infection spreading to wild pigeons, 
geese, hawks and owls.   
To protect wild birds in our area please 

• don’t pick up or touch dead or sick wild birds 
• don’t touch wild bird feathers or surfaces contaminated with 

wild bird droppings 
• do keep to footpaths 
• do keep dogs on leads, and away from birds 
• do clean home bird feeders & bird baths regularly with 

disinfectant 
• do wash your hands and disinfect footwear before and after 

tending to any birds you keep 
• do report dead waterfowl or other dead wild birds to Defra’s 

helpline: 03459 335 577 
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POETRY CORNER:  The Hat Trick, by John Wilde 

That day, 
not soon to be forgot, 
at start of play 
I dipped a foot 
in my magic hat 
and in a trice 
I had scored thrice 
just like that 
one two three 
for you and me  
and victory. 

Doodle by Andrew Walton     
if you’re interested in Andrew’s work,  
see www.andrewwaltonartist.org.uk or contact him at agwalton47@gmail.com 

THANK YOU FROM SUE GIBBS 
First, to the ladies from Littlemore and elsewhere who came to 
help me when I began to feel faint at the Cowley Centre bus 
stop a few weeks ago.  I’m sorry I don’t know all your names, 
but I really did appreciate your kindness, and your offers of 
water and help. 
Second to Rev Margreet Armitstead for the October Blessing of 
Animals service to which we could bring our pets, and for the 
certificates of the blessing of health and well-being that you 
gave us.  Those who came have said how much they enjoyed it, 
though many were sorry that work and other commitments 
prevented them.  They hope to be able to come next year. 

REMARKABLE LITTLEMORE RESIDENTS (1939) 
Yoshimoto Tadasu: The Shrubbery, Cowley Rd 
near where the Catholic Church is now. 
Yoshimoto Tadasu (1878-1973) was called ‘the 
father of the blind’ in Japan.  He was the first 
partially blind person to receive higher 
education in Japan.  He went on to study in 
Oxford at the turn of the 20 century, and was 
married in Oxford in 1912.  In his book, Shin no 
Eikoku, or True Britain, published in 1902  he described the 
advanced welfare provision for the blind in Britain, and 
suggested that blind people could receive similar benefits in 
Japan, where the idea that the blind could be treated as 
citizens came as a great surprise.  He brought a new vision of 
welfare for the blind in Japan who were encouraged to seek 
improvements in their conditions.  Though he had weak 
eyesight, Yoshimoto travelled between the two countries more 
than a dozen times before the Second World War.  He had 
business interests which funded his work for the blind. 

Translation from a Japanese text: supplied by Mary Steele  
 

VILLAGE HALL NEWS 
Ten members of Good Gym came back to 
the Village Hall to help sweep up fallen 
leaves & plant spring bulbs.  Good Gym is a 
group of local residents who run, walk, or 
cycle to help out community projects and 
older people in Oxford.  Every GoodGym 
session is different.  They like coming to the 
Village Hall because of our Remarkably 
Good Cakes!  They will come again in the 
spring.  To join them and the Village Hall 
team for the morning, contact Claire 
Drinkwater: c.drinkwater760@btinternet.com.   
To find out more about them see  
www.goodgym.org/v3/areas/oxford.   

LOCAL SCHOOL ‘EXCELLENT' IN OFSTED REPORT 
Emmanuel Christian School had an Ofsted Inspection on the 
day the local water main burst for the first time, creating a lake 
outside the George Inn, and in the underpass.  The school 
remained open, and everyone kept calm: the inspectors’ report 
has just arrived, and they're happy to share that they were 
judged excellent in pupil achievement and personal 
development, and that they met all the required regulatory 
requirements.  Find more news from the school on p 14.  

AN OPPORTUNITY TO HELP THE COMMUNITY 
The Parish Council would like the 4-page print issue of 
LITTLEMORE LOCAL delivered to every local venue, and to every 
home.  To enable this, 3500 copies are counted out into 
packages of the right size by Cllr Sue Stewart: she hands them 
to other members of the Parish Council, who take them to our 
various halls, and to the homes of the volunteers who have 
local rounds, and who deliver to neighbours’ homes.  The 
news-sheet comes out every 2 months, so it’s a very predictable 
task.  If you’d like to join the team, please contact Sue on 
01865 711 332.  Because Littlemore is growing, we need new 
team members for St Nicholas Place in Armstrong Road, and 
for the new houses at Mogridge Drive.  It’s a way of helping 
build a sense of community.  You can do as much or as little as 
you wish.  

HARMFUL EMISSIONS FROM DOMESTIC WOOD BURNING 
Oxford City Council is launching a new campaign to tackle the 
health and environmental harms of using wood burning stoves.  
While wood burning stoves can provide a cheaper alternative 
to gas or electric heating, domestic wood burning has also 
been found to triple the effect of harmful pollution particles 
inside your home.  For some people, wood stoves are the only 
option for heating their home.  However, for most homes in 
Oxford, there is a cleaner, safer alternative.  Find out more at 
www.oxford.gov.uk/fuelgood. 

SCAMS: ADVICE FROM TRADING STANDARDS 
Payments to help with energy prices and the cost of inflation 
will be made this winter by the Government.  (Read more about 
cost of living help on pp 5-7).  Scammers are taking advantage 
of this.  They say that they are from the Government, that they 
have been trying to pay the cost living payment into your Bank 
account and have been unsuccessful.  They suggest that you 
must give your personal and banking information to get the 
payment.  
If you are telephoned, emailed or a texted by someone saying 
they are from your Bank, the Police, the Government, DWP or 
Trading Standards, do not part with any personal information or 
bank account details.  None of these agencies will ask you for 
your banking information, nor will they ask you to draw money 
out of your bank account to make a payment. 
If you receive text messages or emails inviting you to follow 
links, ensure they are genuine links by checking that the web 
address is correct against known government websites, and a 
padlock is displayed in the menu bar.   
Take Five minutes before you do anything:  
• STOP: take a moment think. 
• CHALLENGE: ask yourself - could it be fake?  It’s 

ok to reject, refuse or ignore any requests.  Only 
criminals will try to rush or panic you. 

• PROTECT: Contact your bank immediately if you think you’ve 
fallen for a scam, and report it to Action Fraud either online 
www.actionfraud.police.uk or by calling 0300 123 2040.  
Specialist advisers are available by phone: M-F 8am-8pm.  

Cheryl Harrison, Trading Standards Ox County Council  
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What are cost of living payments?  
These are payments from the Government to help people 
budget for the increase in energy prices.  They are aimed at 
particular groups of people and most of them are paid 
automatically into the same bank account that receives your 
state pension or benefits.  They do not need to be paid back.  
You can be eligible for more than one payment.  If your 
circumstances are complex, please get specific advice.  

What if I have an issue or don’t think I’ve been paid?  
Check the grid to see if the payment period has passed and 
then check your bank statement.  If it is overdue, contact the 
organisation in charge of the payment.   
Will the payments affect anything else?  
The payments are tax-free, and don’t affect the benefits cap, or 
affect means- tested benefits.  They will not be counted as 
income for County Council assessment for care fees.

ABOUT THE COST OF LIVING PAYMENTS

MEANS-TESTED BENEFITS

AWARD GIVER MAIN QUALIFYING CRITERIA HOW PAID WHEN PAID

£150 Warm 
Home  
Discount  

Energy 
company  
though not 
all offer it

You or your partner get Pension Credit, Universal Credit, Income 
Support, income based JSA or ESA or certain tax credits.   You or 
your partner must be named on the bill.  If you live in a park home 
and pay utilities in your rent apply via: www.parkhomeswhd.com

Credited automatically to your 
electricity account (if there are 
problems call your energy 
provider) 

Paid between  
October 2022 and 
April 2023

£650 cost of 
living payment  

DWP  Getting one of the following benefits between 26 April & 25 May 
2022 (or awarded a benefit backdated to this period): Pension 
Credit, Universal Credit, Income Support, income based JSA or ESA 
or Tax Credits, Working Tax Credits.  Joint claims – you will only get 
one payment of £650.  
Tax credits – if you get these and have already received a £650 
payment you CANNOT access this payment as well  
Regulations are still being written for eligibility criteria. 

Paid automatically – how you 
usually receive your benefits.   
If there are problems and you 
get Pension Credit, call DWP on 
0800 731 0469.  If you get any 
of the other qualifying benefits 
call the relevant office.

Split into 2 
payments: July 
2022 and Autumn 
2022  

NON MEANS TESTED BENEFITS

AWARD GIVER MAIN QUALIFYING CRITERIA HOW PAID WHEN PAID

£300 Pensioner 
cost of living 
grant  

DWP Born on or before 25 Sept 1956 
Living in UK the week beginning 19 Sept 2022. 
If living in a care home or nursing home, must NOT be receiving 
Pension Credit, income-based ESA or JSA, Income Support. 

Paid automatically if you get a 
Winter Fuel Payment, 
otherwise you may need to 
apply by calling 0800 7310160 

Paid Nov - Dec 2022  

£200-300 
Winter Fuel 
Payment  

DWP Criteria as above Paid automatically.  If there are 
problems call 0800 731 0160.

Paid Nov - Dec 2022 

£400 Energy 
Bills Support 
scheme  

Energy 
company 

All electricity customers, so that those who use oil etc don’t miss 
out.  
For park homes/renters where you pay electricity as part of your 
rent: government are still working on this issue. 
If there are problems call your energy company.  

Credited automatically to your 
electricity account (some pre-
payment customers may 
receive a voucher)  

Paid between 
October 2022 and 
April 2023  

£150 Council 
Tax rebate  

City Council Properties in bands A-D  
You or your partner must be named on the bill 
If there are problems call your district council. 

Paid automatically to direct 
debit customers.  Others will be 
written to with details of the 
application process. 

Paid between April 
2022 and April 
2023

£150 Disability 
cost of living 
payment

DWP  Getting one of the following benefits on 25 May 2022 (or 
awarded a benefit backdated to this date): Attendance Allowance, 
Personal Independence Payment, Disability Living Allowance.  
Also available for those getting military payments of: Constant 
Attendance Allowance, Armed Forces Independence Payment or 
War Pension Mobility Supplement  
Regulations are still being written for eligibility criteria. 

Paid automatically, the way that 
you usually receive your 
benefits. If there are problems 
call DWP on 0800 731 0122.  

September 2022  



FINANCIAL SUPPORT 
Advice centres offer free, confidential, & impartial advice on 
debt, employment & housing problems.  They can also help 
make sure you’re getting all the support & benefits you’re 
entitled to.  When you seek advice, always choose places 
registered with the Financial Conduct Authority: eg: 
Rose Hill and Donnington Advice Centre:  
https://adviceoxford.org.uk/get-advice/rose-hill-and-
donnington-advice-centre: see p 13 for details. 
Citizen Advice Oxford:   
0808 278 7909, https://www.citizensadviceoxford.org.uk 
Age UK Oxfordshire: 
0345 450 1276,  https://www.ageuk.org.uk/oxfordshire 
National Debt line: 
Free and confidential debt advice.   
0808 808 4000,  https://www.nationaldebtline.org 
MoneyHelper: 
A government website providing advice & support, tools for 
managing money & debt, and information on local advice & 
support organisations:  https://www.moneyhelper.org.uk/en 

HELP WITH FOOD COSTS 
Free and low-cost food services:  
There are many in Oxford, including:   

• Community fridges which provide free food for all.  No 
referral or eligibility needed 

• Community larders which provide weekly groceries for a 
small membership fee.  No referral needed 

• Community support groups which provide free or low cost 
food parcels without a referral 

• Food banks which provide emergency food parcels.  They 
normally need a referral.  See p 13 for our local food bank. 

See:  www.oxford.gov.uk/foodsupport for details. 
Free school meals:  
If you are on a low income, your children may be entitled to 
free school meals.  See:  https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
residents/schools/school/school-meals. 

HELP WITH OTHER COSTS OF LIVING 
NHS prescriptions and health costs:  
You might be able to get free NHS prescriptions, dental 
treatment, eye tests, and help with other NHS costs.  See: 
www.gov.uk/help-nhs-costs. 
Broadband and mobile phones:  
Some broadband and mobile phone providers have special 
deals for customers on benefits.  Search for social tariffs on 
www.ofcom.org.uk. 
Home Improvement Agency:  
Oxford City Council’s Home Improvement Agency helps with 
home adaptations, repairs, and falls prevention for older, 
disabled & vulnerable people so they can live safely in their 
own home.  See: www.oxford.gov.uk/homeimprovement.   

MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT 
You are not alone.  If you are struggling with your mental 
health, please talk to someone. 
Oxfordshire Mind: 01865 247 788 
www.oxfordshiremind.org.uk. 
Oxford Samaritans: telephone: 116 123 (free from any phone).  
See: www.samaritans.org/branches/oxford.   

HELP WITH ENERGY COSTS 
Private-rented homes: 
Better Housing Better Health is a single point of contact for 
information on keeping warm and lowering energy bills.   
0800 107 0044,  https://www.bhbh.org.uk 
Council homes: 
Oxford City Council tenants can get free advice with energy 
costs:  01865 252 372 or email: energyadvice@oxford.gov.uk. 
Grants: 
If you are on a low income and live in a hard-to-heat house, you 
could be eligible for a sustainable warmth grant to help fund 
improvements to your home.  See: www.oxford.gov.uk/
sustainablewarmth.  Charis administers grants on behalf of 
large energy companies.  See: https://charisgrants.com. 

HELP WITH HOUSING 
If you are having difficulty paying your rent or mortgage, 
contact your landlord or mortgage company as soon as 
possible to discuss your options. 
Private-rented homes:  
Oxford City Council can offer support and advice to private-
rented tenants, including how to report poor conditions and 
what to do if your landlord threatens to evict you. 
01865 249811: www.oxford.gov.uk/tenancy-problems. 
Council homes:  
If you live in one of Oxford City Council’s homes, there is a wide 
range of support available to you.   01865 249811,  https://
www.oxford.gov.uk/rent and https://www.oxford.gov.uk/
tenancysustainment. 
Connection Support:  
A regional housing support service to help people avoid 
eviction, and housing-linked issues including domestic abuse, 
benefits and finding work. 
01865 711267, www.connectionsupport.org.uk. 
Mortgages:  
If you are a homeowner on benefits, you may be eligible for the 
government’s mortgage payment support and advice. 
https://www.gov.uk/support-for-mortgage-interest. 
Homelessness:  
If you are at risk of eviction, losing your home or homelessness, 
contact Oxford City Council urgently for support and advice: 
01865 249811.  See: www.oxford.gov.uk/homeless-support. 
Council Tax Bill:  
If you are struggling to pay your council tax please get in touch 
with us, you may be entitled to a council tax discount: 01865 
249811.  See www.oxford.gov.uk/counciltax. 

cost of living advice 
Please find more  

in issue 447 of LITTLEMORE LOCAL. 
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Retired and worried about the cost of living?  
Even though you may have modest savings, a retirement 
income or own your own home, it's worth checking whether 
you're entitled to Pension Credit.  Call Age UK 0345 450 1276 
or visit www.ageuk.org.uk/oxfordshire/about-us/cost-of-living.  

Pension Credit for Pensioners on low income 
Pension Credit is an income-related benefit that tops up weekly 
income to £182.60 for a single person, and to £278.70 for a 
couple.  Even a small award of Pension Credit can provide 
access to other types of benefits such as help with housing 
costs, council tax or heating bills, and for those over 75, a free 
TV licence. 
In Oxfordshire over 4,000 people are estimated to be 
eligible for, but not yet claiming Pension Credit.  
This may be because people  

• assume they won’t be entitled 
• are concerned that it’s all too complicated 
• are hesitant to share private information 

However free and anonymous benefits calculators are one way 
of finding out what benefits could be owed.  (See below). 

HOW TO CHECK YOUR BENEFITS ENTITLEMENTS 
You can ask a local advice centre to help you, or if you have 
access to the internet there are several well-known benefits 
check websites that you can use.  
Whichever route you take, first of all you’ll need to gather 
information about your finances.  
This means:  
• Your income: this could be from state pensions, occupational 

pensions, wages from work, rent from a lodger or any other 
income that you get.  You will also need to know any benefits 
you currently get (such as Attendance Allowance, Disability 
Living Allowance, Personal Independence Payment or Carers 
Allowance) 

• Savings: this could be in bank accounts, bonds, ISA’s or kept 
at home. If you have savings shared with someone other 
than your partner, you will need to know the value of your 
share 

• Investments:  you will need to know the approximate value if 
you cashed in on your investment.  If you have investments 
shared with someone other than your partner, you will need 
to know the value of your share.  Because the value of some 
types of investment are ignored, you may need specific help 
from an advice agency. 

• Property or land: this includes only properties or land you 
own in addition to your current home and garden. 

• Your rent and/or council tax amounts.  If you are a couple 
that live together (whether married or not), you will need this 
information for both of you, as it will be a joint claim.  

• If you are an informal carer you will have to provide 
additional information about  

• who you care for and whether they get any disability benefits 
(such as Attendance  Allowance, Disability Living Allowance 
or Personal Independence Payment)  

• Brief details of the type and level of support you provide on 
a day-to-day basis.  You may need to seek advice if you don’t 
live with the person you care for.  

 

How to check your current benefits income  
If you are not sure what benefits you already get and can’t find 
any letters from the Department of Work and Pensions (DWP), 
you could check your bank statement.  Look out for the 
following: 

• DWP payments are usually marked with the letters DWP and 
your National Insurance number (2 letters, 6 numbers and 1 
letter long) then the initials of what the payment is:  

• SP = State Pension  
• PC = Pension Credit  
• AA = Attendance Allowance  
• DLA = Disability Living Allowance  
• PIP = Personal Independence Payment  
• CA = Carers Allowance (if you get a state pension which is 

more than £69.70 per week, it would be very unusual for you 
to get CA)  

If you’re still not sure what payments you already get, you can 
call the DWP on 0800 731 0469: you will need your National 
Insurance number when you ring.  

If you get care and support from Oxfordshire County 
Council  
Many welfare benefits are counted as income when your care 
charges are calculated, so make sure you tell them if you get 
any new benefits.  

Internet based benefits calculators  
There are many different free and independent calculators 
online that guide you through what information to include and 
will give you a list of what you could be entitled to and how to 
begin the process of applying.  They include: 

• Age UK:  https://benefitscheck.ageuk.org.uk  
• Entitled To:  http://www.entitledto.co.uk/benefits-calculator/

entitlement-calculator.aspx  
• Turn2Us:  http://benefits-calculator.turn2us.org.uk  

Or you can contact the Pension Service on the phone to check 
if you are eligible for Pension Credit: 0800 99 1234 (8am to 
6pm weekdays).  
________________________________________________________ 
Local advice agencies who can help  

• Age UK Oxfordshire Advice Line - 0345 450 1276 
www.ageuk.org.uk/oxfordshire  

• Oxford City Council Benefit Team - 01865 249811 
www.oxford.gov.uk  

• Oxfordshire Mind – Benefits for better mental health 01865 
247788  

• Rose Hill & Donnington Advice Centre (Oxford) - 01865 
438634  

You may find these information sheets useful:  
• Age UK Information Guide 43: More money in your pocket 
• Age UK Information Guide 50: Pension Credit 
• Age UK Information Guide 49: Attendance Allowance 

You can get these by calling 0800 678 1602 or by going to:  
www.ageuk.org.uk/publications/age-uk-information-guides-
and-factsheets  
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Chimney Meadows is the Berks, Bucks & Oxon Wildlife Trust's 
largest nature reserve in Oxfordshire.  It’s 308-hectares, and it’s 
the only BBOWT reserve to span the River Thames.  It lies a few 
miles west of Oxford, near Duxford.  Because of its species-rich 
grassland, part of the site is classified a Site of Special Scientific 
Interest.  It’s an ancient landscape and a vital refuge for wading 
birds.   

It’s in the news because BBOWT 
has just created a new channel 
which will allow fish to by-pass 
Shifford Weir, and swim in a 
30km stretch of the upper 
Thames to spawn for the first 
time in more than a century.  

A structure has existed at the 
site of Shifford Weir since the 
1890s, when a short cut channel 
and a lock were dug to enable 
easier transportation of wool 
from the Cotswolds to London.   

The present Weir is owned and 
operated by the Environment 
Agency:  it helps navigability, 
and the management of flood 
risk, but it blocks the movement 
of fish though the original loop.  The existence of man-made 
obstructions is one of the reasons that river environments are 
now classified as having poor ecological status. 

The new channel, and a new rock pool fish pass at Duxford 
Ford, will allow fish to pass some of the last remaining barriers 
on the Upper Thames.  Fish will now be able to freely swim 
around the Duxford Loop of the 
river, even during low water levels, 
into some 30km of Thames 
between Eynsham and Radcot, 
including 2.1km of potentially 
good spawning habitat.  This will 
help populations of native species 
including barbel, chub, and dace 
to be far more resilient both to 
environmental change such as 
hotter, drier summers, and to 
pollution.   

The new channel is already being 
populated by native fish, birds, 
and mammals. 

Working with the Environment 
Agency, the Trust also created 
shallow temporary pools called 
scrapes near the channel.  These 
will help the curlew - an iconic 
wading bird with a distinctive 
downward-curved beak.  The 
curlew is an indicator of the wider health of wetland.  They are 
in national decline.  They need wet pools to feed on aquatic 
insects, and longer grass in which to nest and hide from 
predators.   

As well as curlew, the site is home to snipe, great white egret, 
little egret, harvest mice, hobby, cuckoo, otters, water voles, 

brown hares and large numbers of wildfowl such as teal and 
wigeon, especially when it’s flooded over winter.   

The project has re-established a naturally functioning floodplain 
habitat.  These were once common across the UK but they were 
destroyed as rivers were straightened, and land was drained.  
So the wetland is now able to store floodwater for longer: it will 

help to protect homes and land 
from flooding.   

The project has also attached 
‘baffles’ to Great Brook Ford: 
these will help fish to swim 
upstream.  In addition a new, 
native wet woodland has been 
planted around Duxford Ford, 
with hundreds of  willow, alder, 
birch and hawthorn trees. 

The Trust is also working in 
partnership with Bangor 
University and the EA who are 
undertaking research to 
demonstrate that active 
floodplains can store carbon 
and be part of the solution to 
the climate crisis. 

Estelle Bailey, BBOWT’s Chief Executive, said: 

"We know we cannot tackle climate change without restoring 
nature, and this project is a shining example to the whole world 
of how we can achieve that by working together to bring 
wildlife back. 

"Our mission as a Trust is to put nature into recovery: we want 
to see 30 per cent of land in our three counties properly 

managed for wildlife by 2030, and 
this is a golden piece of that wild 
jigsaw puzzle.” 

The two-year project was funded 
by a £2 million Water Environment 
Grant from the EU's European 
Agricultural Fund for Rural 
Development (EAFRD).  The 
project was managed by 
environmental consultancy JCTR, 
designed by environmental 
engineering consultancy Atkins.   
The main contractor on site was 
Hampshire-based FiveRivers, which 
delivered all the environmental, 
wetland and improvement works. 

The entire project was overseen by 
Lisa Lane, BBOWT Living 
Landscape Manager for the Upper 
Thames, who last year won the 

Marsh Charitable Trust Leadership Award for her work. 

For more information please contact me: Pete Hughes, 
Communications assistant: 07845 014524  

petehughes@bbowt.org.uk 
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BBOWT WILDLIFE PAGE 
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire & Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust has its Headquarters here in Littlemore. 

They rely on the generosity of individuals, charitable trusts and businesses.  Find out more at www.bbowt.org.uk.

Shifford Weir *

View of Duxford Loop & the new channel, looking south-east:  
new vegetation now softens the appearance of the site



WHAT’S ON in LITTLEMORE 
Regular Events: DECEMBER ’22 / JANUARY ’23 
Though pandemic restrictions have eased, please contact 
event organisers for clarification. 
———————————————————————————— 
KEY: LOCATIONS IN and around LITTLEMORE 

ACF Army Cadet Force Building, OX4 6LD 
ATC Air Cadet Forces Centre, OX4 6LD  
BDB Blessed Dominic Barberi Hall, OX4 4JX 
EKH Edith Kempson Community Hall, OX4 4QB 
IBC Indoor Bowls Club, OX4 6NA 
JHN John Henry Newman Academy, OX4 4LS 
LCC Littlemore Community Centre, OX4 4PL 
RHCC Rose Hill Community Centre 
RBL Royal British Legion Hall, OX4 4LZ 
RMHC Rose Hill Methodist Church: Rose Hill, OX4 4HS 
SHQ Scout HQ, Fairlie Road, OX4 3SW  
SNP Spindleberry Nature Park, OX4 6DW 
SVH Sandford Village Hall, OX4 4YN 
SM+SN St Mary & St Nicholas Church, near OX4 4PB 
TOA The Oxford Academy, OX4 6JZ (except for Rugby Club  
 which is  via Northfield Close entrance: OX4 4NH) 
VHL The Village Hall, Littlemore, OX4 4PY 

• Acrobatics, Parkour, Aerial & Stunts: UKCF Academy©: 
TOA: Parkour park, Tumble track & Stunts: ropes, trapezes, 
silks, hoops, handstand canes & more.  Sundays: *10:30am 
-6pm: age 7-17 years    *6-7pm: 18+  Pre-book only: 
www.ukcfacademy.co.uk:  Contact Oliver Ward 03302 233 
995. NB: Christmas Camp will be 19-22 December.  

• Aerial & Pole Dance (Oxford Aerial Arts): fun & fitness for 
all: TOA: weekday and weekend classes for all levels.  First 
class free using code OAA1STFREE.  Book at 
oxfordaerialarts.com/timetable.  Contact Nicola Ghalmi: 
07909 974 256, oxfordaerialarts@hotmail.com 

• Afternoon Tea at VHL: Tea, coffee & delicious home-made 
cakes + an opportunity to meet your parish councillors: first 
Saturday: 2.30-4.30pm.  Next teas are Dec 3 and Jan 7.  
Contact Claire Drinkwater 01865 718 580.  See fliers p 14. 

• Art & Craft Courses: Oxford Summer School @ TOA: yearly: 
www.oxfordsummerschool.com.  Contact Lesley Houghton 
lesley@oxfordsummerschool.com or Anne Griffiths 
anne@oxfordsummerschool.com 

• Air Cadets: ATC: see www.aircadets.tv/2210.  2210 (Cowley) 
Sqn parade Mon & Wed from 7.30-9.30pm.  Please send 
enquiries to me, Flt Lt O’Riordan, oc.2210@rafac.mod.gov.uk          

• Allotments:  *Thomson Terrace: to join the allotment waiting 
list email the Treasurer helenfetzerplus@yahoo.co.uk, Tom 
Dyra 07867 931 487, or julia.brocklesby@gmail.com  
*Minchery Farm (see City Council website)  *Elder Stubbs (see 
City Council Website or Restore website) and *Denny 
Gardens (see www.odfaa.com/members/contact) 

• Angling Society: Extensive local still, & flowing waters: 
Permits are available in all local tackle shops and via our 
website: see below for the year’s fixtures.  Contact Alan 
Campbell, alancampbell0811@gmail.com, 07789 334 710, 
www.littlemoreanglingsociety.co.uk.   

• Army Cadets: ACF: If you’re 12, in year 8, and are interested 
in learning news skills, & making news friends, the Army 
Cadets is for you.  We parade on Thursday nights from 7.30 
to 9.30pm.  See www.armycadets.com/county/oxfordshire-acf 
Oxfordshire for more information or contact Colour Serjeant S 
Turner, Detachment Commander 9882turne@armymail.mod 

• Barberi Club: a social group whose activities are currently 
tailored to suit older people, though we’d love to attract 
younger members: BDB Church Hall: Wednesdays 
10-12noon: please contact Teresa Prescott: 07749 386 218, 
teresaprescott71@yahoo.co.uk 

• Bingo: RBL on 1st & 3rd Friday, and VHL on 2nd & 4th Friday.  If 
there’s a 5th Friday, they will decide at the time.  For more info 
contact Katie Tutty 01865 778 869 or littlemorerbl@gmail.com 

• Bowls (Indoor): IBC: Sandy Lane West OX4 6NA: see 
www.oxbowls.co.uk.  

• Childcare: Littlemore Preschool: LCC: M-F 9-12noon: term-
times: for pre-school children from 2-4 yrs: to go on our 
waiting list please drop by when we are open, or contact us 
for an application form: Manager: Hayley Cox: 
littlemoreplaygroup@yahoo.co.uk.  Phone 01865 396 449 
when open, or Follow us on Facebook: Littlemore Playgroup 

• Childcare: Little Peeple Nursery: TOA  8am to 5.30pm, 48 
weeks a year.  Manager: Lindsey Hart: 01865 397 972, 
littlepeeplenursery@peeple.org.uk     

• Childcare: The Old Station Nursery: Heatley Road, OX4 
4GE: Oxford Science Park: open all year for children aged 3 
months-5 years.  Please contact Charlotte Dagg:  01865 777 
167 or osp@tosn.co.uk  

• Children’s Groups at JHN: term times only.  No need to have a 
sibling at the school.  For details please call Hannah Jamieson 
on 01865 772 495 

Stay & Play for 0-5s & parents/carers: Mon: 9-10am and 
Tues 9-10.15am.  Join us for toys & ride-ons, a run around, 
& fun.  Mondays will include some optional adult exercise.  
NB: the Growing Minds Christmas Party at JHN will be on 
13 Dec during the usual Tuesday Stay & Play.  

Baby Café for 0-1s & their parents/carers.  Come for tea/
coffee and a chat.  Everyone is warmly welcome!  

• Children’s Groups: Peep Groups: Please contact 
families@peeple.org.uk or phone Lisse Honeyman on 07780 
716 098: see www.peeple.org.uk/peep-groups-oxfordshire. 

Peep Outdoor Group: SNP: Wednesdays 1pm: for 
toddlers and their parents/carers 

Singing, stories, & time to talk to practitioners: various 
locations: for babies, 1- & 2-yr-olds  

• Children’s Groups: Stay & Play:  
Little Chuggers: SHQ: drop-in indoor & outdoor Stay & 
Play for children aged 0-4yrs, their parents & carers: find 
updates on our Facebook page.  If you’d like to help: 
please contact Ruth Lloyd, 07736 831 038, 
littlechuggers@gmail.com 

Stay & Play at the Library (see Library) 

Stay & Play at SM+SN (see under Growing Minds) 

Stay & Play at JHN (see under Children’s Groups at JHN) 

children’s groups continue on next page… 
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• Children’s Groups: Growing Minds  

Growing Minds Project: OPEN: if you live in Littlemore 
and have a little one born 2018 onwards, do get in touch to 
find out more about the Growing Minds project & about 
receiving free books.  Email families@peeple.org.uk or call 
Hayley Hayle on 07864 311 964. 

Growing Minds Stay & Play at SM+SN church: Thursdays 
10-11.30am.  For further information, please contact Lucy 
White: lucy@homestartoxford.org.uk or call 0773 438 9799. 
NB: the Growing Minds Christmas Party at the church will 
be on 15 Dec during Stay & Play. 

• Churches: see separate Faith Group listing p 12 

• Coffee morning and Sing-along: SM+SN: Mondays 10.30-
noon: drop in for coffee, cake, conversation & song: contact: 
contact Eve McWilliam admin@littlemorechurch.org 

• Coffee morning: SM+SN: Wednesdays 10.30-noon: drop in 
for coffee, cake, conversation: contact Eve McWilliam 
admin@littlemorechurch.org or see www.littlemorechurch.org 

• Community Emergency Food Bank: separate listing below 

• Conservation Work Parties: Berks Bucks & Oxford Wildlife 
Trust.  Based in Littlemore: we have nature reserves which 
offer days out, and outdoor opportunities to volunteer.  
Contact: info@bbowt.org.uk or see www.bbowt.org.uk 

• Crafting for children + carers: see Library 

• !  not confirmed this time so may not be running….. 

Dance, Drama, & singing classes with JIGSAW-ARTS: 
See www.jigsaw-arts.co.uk/oxford  

• Darts (Women’s Winter League): if you’re interested, contact 
Paula Hearne through Katie Tutty at the Royal British Legion 
Club: 01865 778 869 or littlemorerbl@gmail.com.  

• Drop-In for people of all ages: RHMC: Mondays 2-4.30pm 
Community Drop in: contact Liz Spain, Community Chaplain: 
rosehillcommunitychaplain@gmail.com 

• Faith Groups: see separate entry below (p 12) 

• First Aid Class for Parents & Carers: VHL: see: 
oxfordshire.minifirstaid.co.uk/classes/classes-for-adults.  
Relaxed, & baby friendly classes which give you confidence to 
deal with First Aid Emergencies: CPR, choking, bleeding, 
burns, bumps, fractures, febrile seizures, & more.  Suitable for 
anyone who looks after children.  To express an interest 
contact Jade Morris: 07568 724 654: jade@minifirstaid.co.uk.   

• Football Coaching with Oxfordshire Skill Acquisition 
Academy: TOA: professional coaching with UEFA-qualified 
coaches, suitable for boys and girls of all abilities aged 4-12 
years:  *Tuesdays 5.30-7pm age 4-7, and *Fridays: 5.30-7pm 
age 8-12.  For more information contact Adam Bowerman & 
Declan McGovern on info@osaacademy.co.uk 

• Football Coaching at TOA 3G Dome: offered by Oxford 
United in the Community: for girls & boys age 4-13 years: 
Tuesday evenings: *5-6pm age 4-8   *6-7pm age 9-12: 
contact Alex Blane  at community@oufc.co.uk 

• Gardening Group: VHL: The Village Hall gardening group 
meets Thurs 2-4pm, to maintain & improve the grounds of the 
Village Hall in Railway Lane.  All welcome – no experience 
needed!  If you’d like to join please send an advance email to 
Claire Drinkwater: c.drinkwater760@btinternet.com, 

• Gym: TOA: weekdays 5pm-10pm, weekends 9am-9pm.  We 
have Cardio machines (Treadmills, Cross trainers, rowing 
machines & bikes) free weights, & assisted weight machines.  
For more see: https://toaleisure.schoolbookings.co.uk.  To 
arrange your £15 monthly membership: either pop in at 
reception during gym opening hours or contact us on 
toaleisure@theoxfordacademy.org 

• Halls for Hire: see separate listing below (p 12) 

• Karate: Thursdays: at JHN: *age 4-6yrs Thursdays 3.30-4pm 
*age 7-14yrs Thursdays 4-5pm. Chris Wilmott, 07880 636 123 
or chriswilmott2000@yahoo.com  

• Kendo: TOA: 2.30-4.30 Saturdays: Japanese samurai 'sword' 
fighting with bamboo shinai & wood bokken: for boys+girls, 
men+women age 4yrs to 60+: contact Rowena Dossett: 
Oxford City Kendo Club 07711 285 730, 
rowenadossett@aol.com, or see www.oxfordkendo.com  

• Kickboxing: Oxfordshire Freestyle Kickboxing Academy: 
LCC: *Tuesdays 6:30-8pm & *Fridays 6:30-8pm: for all ages 
and abilities.  Contact Mal McKeon: 0771 345 9337 

• Lacrosse: TOA:  
Training: 6.30pm Monday evenings: men's, women's, boys', 
and girls' training.  Everyone is welcome, from complete 
beginners to experienced players.  See @ fb: OXLAX, and 
www.oxfordcitylacrosse.co.uk for more info: contact us at 
oxfordcitylacrosse@hotmail.com 

Competition: Sundays: 11 Dec, 18 Dec, 08 Jan, 15 Jan: 3G 
Dome, TOA:  Watch the first semi-pro box lacrosse league 
in the UK.  The best players from across the UK will 
compete over 4 game days.  Free entry for spectators.  
Contact details as above.  See front page for more. 

• Library: Home Library Service: Home Pick Up & Delivery.  
Contact Kevin Salway, 01865 810 259: 
homelibraryservice@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

• Library: Littlemore Public Library: TOA: Monday 2-5pm | 
Tuesday 2-5pm | Thursday 9.30am-5pm | Friday and Saturday 
9.30am-12.30pm.  Contact Sharon Ingram: 
littlemore.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk.  
Regular events at the Library: 

Stay & Play for Under 5s & their carers: toys & 
refreshments are provided: weekly: Tues 2-4pm: please 
speak to library staff to register interest 
Rhyme-time Session for Under 5s weekly Thurs 10-11.00am 
Friendly Friday Social event for adults: refreshments, 
games, crafting, chat: weekly: Friday 10.30am-12.30pm: 
please speak to library staff to register interest 
Reading Group for adults: monthly: Monday 2pm: please 
speak to library staff to register interest  
Saturday Craft: for children & carers: materials provided: 
weekly 9.30-12noon: just drop in 

• Meditation: Oxford Insight Meditation: VHL:  monthly 
meditation days at Littlemore Village Hall.  Beginners, and 
those with experience of meditation practice are welcome.  
Our next retreat day will be on Saturday 28 January  with 
Oxford based Buddhist nun Venerable Canda.  For more 
information & to book, see: www.oxfordinsightmeditation.org 

• Menopause support: ONLINE and in person: Group or 1:1 
sessions with Nina Galley qualified coach and nutritionist: 
changing the story of menopause one foggy brain at a time!   
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Get the support you deserve at this transitional time of life.  
Visit www.nourishingspace.co.uk or contact 
nina@nourishingspace.co.uk for a no-obligation chat. 

• Men’s Breakfast: SM+SN: 2nd Saturday of the month (except 
August) 9-10am.  Join us for a Full English and time to talk!  
Suggested donation £5.  Booking required, please email 
julian.armitstead@btinternet.com. 

• Music: Community Orchestra: TOA: Weds 7-9pm term 
times.  New members always welcome - no auditions, we just 
play for fun!  See www.cowleyorchestra.weebly.com  

• Music: Newman Concert Series at SM+SN: occasional short 
Sundays at 6pm.  Free with a suggested donation of up to 
£10:  for detail contact Eve McWilliam: 
admin@littlemorechurch.org or see www.littlemorechurch.org 

• Music: Jubilee Brass: If you are a brass player and would like 
to come along to a friendly brass band, all players are 
welcome.  We rehearse Monday/Friday evenings at 
Grace Church Cowley, OX4 2ES.  Please contact Cliff Sadler: 
jubileebrassoxford@gmail.com for details. 

• Music: Jubilate Band: SM+SN: plays in the monthly Jubilate 
Church Service for SM+SN church: contact Malcolm Atkins 
malcolm.atkins@ntlworld.com or Rev Margreet Armitstead 
vicar@littlemorechurch.org. 

• Music: Oxford Village Band: VHL: Weds 8-9.30pm termly.  
For over 18s only: Traditional Folk Music in Harmony in the 
style of English village bands of Thomas Hardy’s time.  
Suitable for most squeeze-box, woodwind, brass, fiddle, viola, 
cello & double bass players.  Contact Dave Townsend:  
dtmellstock@aol.com or 01865 714778 

• Music: Piano Lessons, & Music Theory: Littlemore: tuition 
for students of any age or stage: Robin Hagues, 01865 770 
894, robin@robinhagues.co.uk (enhanced DBS available for 
inspection) 

• Ozone Centre: Grenoble Road OX4 4XP 
City Mazes: Escape rooms for teens and adults + coming 
soon a NEW Virtual Reality experience!  01865 920 900, 
https://citymazes.com/location-oxford  

Gravitee Golf: Miniature golf course: 01865 952 646, 
www.graviteegolf.com 

Hollywood Bowl, Bowling Alley & entertainment centre: 
0844 477 0493 www.hollywoodbowl.co.uk/oxford 

Laser Kombat, Children’s Amusement Centre: 01865 788 
380  https://laserkombat.co.uk/oxford 

Partyman World Of Play, Children’s Amusement Centre: 
01865 788 380 www.partymanworld.co.uk/location/oxford.  

Vue Cinema Oxford: Multiplex cinema with latest films: 
0345 308 4620, www.myvue.com/cinema/oxford/whats-on 

Various eateries: dine in and take-away: see 
www.thekassamstadium.com/the-kassam-leisure-complex 

Bray Associates Sunday Market and Car Boot Sale: 
www.bray-markets.com/kassam-stadium 

• Pilates: Littlemore & Iffley: physiotherapy-led classes & 
individual sessions.  Three class formats now offered: face to 
face, live online via Zoom & a pre-recorded class (available for 
repeat use).  For more info see: www.clevermovement.co.uk.  
Contact Jane Callaway: janecallawaypilates@hotmail.co.uk 

• Pop-Up Pilates (Physiotherapist-led) at VHL: Weds at 
*5.30pm & at *6.30pm: Online sessions also available: 
contact Lauren McLeod 07731 321 991, info@pop-up-
pilates.com or see www.pop-up-pilates.com.  

• Reading Group for adults: see Library 
• Restore Shop & Café at Littlemore Hospital: Open Monday-

Friday, 10am-2:30pm, pre-order to collect later.  Please check 
our website: www.restore.org.uk or our social media channel: 
oxrestore for updates.  

• Rhythmic Gymnastics Club: for girls from the age of 4 years: 
TOA: *Tuesdays 5-6pm , 6-7pm | Fridays 5-6pm, 6-7pm |  
Saturday 9-10am, 10-11am: contact Zuzana Gergelova 
info@oxfordgymnastics.co.uk, www.oxfordgymnastics.co.uk 

• Rugby Training (Littlemore Rugby Club Senior): TOA: 
Northfield Close entrance: OX4 4NH.  Training: 6.45 for 7pm 
Tues & Thurs.  Info is updated daily @ fb: Littlemore RFC-
Littlemore Rugby Club, contact David Lammin: 07341 841 
821, david.lammin87@outlook.com.  

• Rugby Training Littlemore Rugby Club Mini & Junior: 5-14 
yrs, all abilities welcome): TOA: Northfield Close entrance: 
OX4 4NH:  training Sundays at 10am.  Please contact John 
Perry 07766 954 922 or lrfcminichair@gmail.com for more 
information.  

• Singing: 
Grace Notes Singing Workshops: VHL: 7.30-9pm alternate 
Thursdays. 3 & 17 November, 1 &15 December, etc.  Led by 
Emily Marshall.  No auditions: no need to read music: 
novices & singers with experience equally welcomed.  Gain 
confidence singing beautiful acapella harmony sung by 
women from aural traditions around the world: folk, blues, 
lullabies, music by writers from the Natural Voice Network, 
and music by Emily.  For more information contact Emily at 
www.emilyschoirs.co.uk 

St Andrew’s Church Choir: Sandford: always happy to 
accept new members, especially men.  Flexible levels of 
commitment are possible: contact Christian Bradley 
cwwbradley@gmail.com 

• Slimming World: BDB: dietary advice and support: Thursdays 
5.30 and 7pm (current govt CoViD advisory practices apply): 
Contact: Debbie Russell, 07766 111 088  

• Social Groups: see Afternoon tea, Barberi Club, Coffee 
morning +sing-along, Community Café (children welcome), 
WI, the Library listings, and Drop-In.  

• Women’s Institute: SVH: meets at 7.30pm on 2nd Thursday 
in each month usually in Sandford Village Hall (August is a 
special social meeting).  Contact: Jill Love 01865 716 557, 
jpappslove@hotmail.com, Carole Tasker 01865 748 300 or 
07876 701 151, or caroletasker27@gmail.com, or message 
our Fb page Sandford-on-Thames Women's Institute.  

• Woodturners Club: at VHL: Club nights are second Thursday 
each month except December (club AGM): 7pm start.  
Newcomers are very welcome, no matter what level of 
experience: entry is free for your first 2 sessions.  Contact 
owc_secretary@yahoo.com for more information or see 
www.oxonwoodturners.com.   

• Yoga: Mama Flow Yoga: with Sara Barker: Senior Yoga 
Teacher. Pregnancy, Post-natal & Baby Specialist.   

details overleaf…. 
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Baby Yoga & Post-natal Yoga: VHL: Thurs 10.30am (may 
move venue, tbc).  
Pregnancy Yoga: VHL: Mondays at 7.30pm.  

For more info & to book see: https://mamaflow.co.uk.  
Concessions available for low income families. 

• Youth Ambition: Contact Paul Alcorn, Active Communities 
team: 07483 011 060 or  palcorn@oxford.gov.uk 
Youth Club: LCC: Thursdays 4-6pm during school term 
times: free: open to young people aged 11-19.   Come chill, 
have fun and enjoy activities, trips, games, cooking, 
gaming, arts & craft, music and so much more!  

Youth Clubs: RHCC: *Girls Group: Thursdays 5.30-7pm 
*Boys Group: Wednesdays 5.30-7pm? 
Boxing, Football & Multi-sports sessions available at other 
centres 

Aspiration: Career & Employment advice for 16-24 yrs-
olds: free at RHCC: *Tues 10-12noon CV Skills;  *Tues 
1-3pm Job Club; *Weds 10-4pm Employment drop in;  
*Thurs 10-12.30pm post employment training;  *Thurs 
1-3pm Well being courses. 

• Youth Groups:  
Air Cadets, and Army Cadets: see under ‘A’ above 
Beavers (age 6-8): Brownies (girls 7-10 yrs): Cubs (age 
8-10½ ) and Scouts (age 10½-14): see their individual 
websites for details.   

Explorers (age 14-18): SHQ: Fridays, 7-8.30pm: see: 
www.oxfordspires.org.uk.  Just turn up, or contact group 
leader Shane Clark shane@teemclark.org.uk or Camille 
Kalaja camille.scout.kalaja@gmail.com.  

• Zumba: TOA: Mondays 7-8pm. Instructor since 2011, my 
classes are high energy, good fun and burn over 500 calories! 
Free parking on site.  All ages (14+) and abilities welcome. 
Pre-booking required via: www.zumba-Steffi.co.uk or email 
me steffihalldance@gmail.com 

• Zumba: LCC: *Mondays 6:30-7:30 pm Zumba & Toning (with 
weights) and Thursdays 6:30pm-7:30 pm Zumba.  Suitable for 
all fitness levels.  £6 per class (concession if attending multi 
classes in month).  Contact: Pat Meade 07957 491 868 or 
patsimeade63@gmail.com 

———————————————————————————— 
ABOUT THE WHAT’S ON LISTINGS 

All listings are free: all the Parish Council asks is that they are 
confirmed or amended every 2 months,  

so that they are up to date.   
Everybody gets a timely reminder! 

If you would like to list your venture, or if you know of 
anything else that should be listed,  

please contact editor@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk. 
 

———————————————————————————— 

E-SCOOTERS: ARE THEY LEGAL? 
Though a change in the Law was anticipated in November, it 
hasn’t occurred.  It’s not illegal to own an e-scooter, but it 
remains illegal to ride a privately-owned e-scooter on public 
land.  If you have a driving licence, you can hire a Voi scooter.  

….. if it doesn’t look like this is shouldn’t be on the road! 
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Sandford-On-Thames Women’s Institute: 2022/2023 
Meetings are held in Sandford Village Hall or by Zoom 

at 7:30pm on the second Thursday of the month. 
You don't need to live here to join us!

Dec Sandford Village Extravaganza: date tbc

8 Dec WI Christmas celebration

9 Dec
Jazz evening with live music in the Village Hall: BYO 
food and drink: tickets available nearer the date

12 Jan Burn’s Night Celebration

9 Feb
Talk about the Associated Country Women of the 
World (ACWW) given by Jane Finnerty

9 March Annual Meeting

Contact: me 01865 716 557,  jpappslove@hotmail.com, or 
message fb: Sandford-on-Thames Women's Institute.  

Jill Love

LITTLEMORE RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB 
2022/3 FIXTURES 
COUNTIES 4 TRIBUTE BERKS BUCKS & OXON NORTH

Dec 3 Gosford All Blacks II H

Dec 10 Harwell A

Jan 14 Stow-on-the-Wold II H

Jan 28 Tring III A

Feb 11 Bicester II H

Feb 18 Buckingham III A

March 3 Chinnor IV H

Do come & watch home matches: at The Oxford Academy: 
(Northfield Close Entrance)  

John Perry

LITTLEMORE ANGLING SOCIETY: FIXTURES: 2022-23 

December

4 Chairman’s Cup Winter League Sandford 7.30 : 9-2pm

18 Christmas Shield Winter League Donnington Up 7.30 : 9-2pm

January

8 Blind Pairs Prior Cup Wood Lake, Panshill 8 : 10-3pm

22 S Denny Shield Winter League Medley Down 7.30 : 9-2pm

February

5 R C Smith Cup Winter League Donnington Up 7.30 : 9-2pm

19 Canal Cup Oxford Canal tbc 7.30 : 9-2pm

March

5 Chandlers Cup Prior Cup Club Lake, tbc 8 : 10-3pm

12 Sumner Cup Prior Cup Lakeview 8 : 10-3pm

Alan Cambell



HALLS FOR HIRE 
• The Oxford Academy: Beecroft Theatre, Bistro Hall, Events 

Rooms, Sports Hall, 3G Full size floodlit pitch, 3G Dome, 
Astroturf pitches, Grass pitches, Dance Studio, Fitness Suite, 
Drama studio and Classrooms: at TOA, Sandy Lane West, 
Littlemore, OX4 6JZ.   
See: https://toaleisure.schoolbookings.co.uk/ 
Contact TOA Leisure: 01865 783 238 or 
toaleisure@theoxfordacademy.org 

• Littlemore Village Hall: Hall with wifi, kitchen, stage & 
garden: at Railway Lane, Littlemore, OX4 4PY.   
Now available to hire for organised classes, meetings, 
worship, and family gatherings.    
See: www.littlemorevillagehall.org.   
Contact: littlemorevillagehall@gmail.com 

• Royal British Legion Littlemore: Functions rooms, Games 
room with snooker tables, darts boards and Bar:  
at Lakefield Road, Littlemore, OX4 4LZ. 
Contact Katie Tutty 01865 778 869 or 
littlemorerbl@gmail.com. 

• The Newman Meeting Place: various flexible spaces 
including a kitchen able to cater for 100: suitable for 
meetings, conferences, exhibitions, groups, concerts etc:  
at St Mary & St Nicholas Church, Sandford Road, nr OX4 4PB. 
See www.littlemorechurch.org/venue-hire.html 
Contact julian.armitstead@btinternet.com  

———————————————————————————— 

FAITH GROUPS 
• Blessed Dominic Barberi Roman Catholic Church, Cowley 

Road, Littlemore, OX4 4JX 
www.bldominicbarberioxford.org.uk  
Christmas Mass Times: *Sat 24 December: 4pm Christmas 
Eve Mass, and 9pm Christmas Night Mass    *Sun 25 Dec: 
11am: Christmas Day Mass 

• Coptic Church, Oxford: meets occasionally at VHL: see 
www.facebook.com/CopticOrthodoxChurchOxford  

• Emmanuel Church: Littlemore Connect Group:  We meet 
weekly on Weds evenings at various locations in Littlemore, 
for Bible study, prayer, & fellowship.  Everyone is welcome.  
Contact Paul Billingham: pauldavidb@gmail.com. For more @ 
Emmanuel Church see: www.emmanueloxford.org. 

• Littlemore Baptist Church: Edith Kempson House, Chapel 
Lane, Littlemore, OX4 4QB:  www.littlemorebaptist.org.uk.  
Minister in charge: post vacant, but Sunday services continue: 
10:30am-12noon.  email: 
andrew.bevan@littlemorebaptist.org.uk.   

• New Life Church: Sunday services in Nepali, for Nepalese 
believers, at Littlemore Village Hall: see: www.nccuk.org/site/
church/new-life-church  

• Rose Hill Methodist Church: Rose Hill. OX4 4HS. Website  
https://rosehillmethodists.org.uk.  Sunday worship is at 
10.30am.  Community Drop in for people of all ages: 
Mondays 2-4.30pm: contact Liz Spain, Community Chaplain: 
rosehillcommunitychaplain@gmail.com 

• St Mary and St Nicholas C of E Church, Sandford Road, near 
OX4 4PB: website: www.littlemorechurch.org.  
Vicar: Rev Margreet Armitstead vicar@littlemorechurch.org.  
General enquiries: admin@littlemorechurch.org.  

ST MARY & ST NICHOLAS CHURCH EVENTS & NEWS 
THE WEEK at St Mary and St Nicholas Church 
Mondays:  

• Silent Prayer at 7.00am on zoom (Meeting ID: 891 8819 
9518, Passcode: Prayer) 

• Coffee & Singalong: 10-12noon Monday in the church 

Tuesdays 
• Silent Prayer in the church at 8am 
• Morning Prayer in the church at 8.30am 

Wednesdays 
• Silent Prayer at 7.00am on zoom (Meeting ID: 891 8819 

9518, Passcode: Prayer) 
• Church coffee morning for all, 10am-12noon 

  

Thursdays 
• Silent Prayer in the church at 8am 
• Morning Prayer in the church at 8.30am 
• Growing Minds stay & play group, 10-11.30am for 

Littlemore residents & their pre-school children.   With a 
pre-school clothing swap.  Food parcels are available if 
you’d like them. 

• Littlemore Friendship Group, 2nd Thursday each month at 
10am in the church. 

Fridays 
• Silent Prayer at 7.00am on zoom (Meeting ID: 891 8819 

9518, Passcode: Prayer) 

Saturdays 
• Men’s Breakfast 9-10am in the church on the second 

Saturday of each month for a full English Breakfast and 
time to talk.  A suggested donation is only £5: if you’d 
like to come please contact Julian Armitstead 
julian.armitstead@btinternet.com, as we need to know 
rough numbers. 

•

Sundays 
• Eucharist Service at 10am in the church or on Zoom 

(Meeting ID: 853 9014 0153, Passcode: Eucharist) 
  

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS & FUNERALS 
We are available for Baptisms, Weddings & Funerals.  Please 
contact Rev Margreet Armitstead vicar@littlemorechurch.org 
or phone 01865 748 003. 

SEASONAL SERVICES at St Mary & St Nicholas Church 
• Sun 4 December, 5pm: Christingle Service. 
• Tuesday 6 Dec, 4.30pm: St Nicholas Festival. 
• Mon 19 Dec, 7pm: Community Carol Service. 
• Sat 24 Dec: Christmas Eve, 5pm: Crib Service. 
• Sat 24 Dec: Christmas Eve, 11.30pm: Midnight Mass. 
• Sat 24 Dec: Christmas Day, 10am: Christmas Mass. 

OTHER EVENTS at St Mary & St Nicholas 
• Sunday Concerts: Music: Newman Concert Series…

occasional Sundays at 6pm: next concert 11 December. 
Good music, friendly faces, & wine!  Concerts are free with a 
suggested donation of up to £10: contact Eve McWilliam: 
admin@littlemorechurch.org.  For more detail see 
www.littlemorechurch.org/concerts. 

• Exhibitions:  We regularly hold exhibitions of the work of 
local artists.  If you would like to exhibit your work please 
contact churchwarden@littlemorechurch.org.  Find out more 
at: www.littlemorechurch.org/exhibitions. 

• Concert of Dance: 66 Dances: 2 & 3 December, 7am-7pm: A 
concert of dance, put on by Andy Solway. 

• Jubilate Band: The band plays at the monthly Jubilate 
Service: if you’d like to know more contact Malcolm Atkins: 
malcolm.atkins@ntlworld.com 
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ROSE HILL ADVICE CENTRE …   
… an independent charity,  
grant-aided by Oxford City Council  
& supported by Littlemore Parish Council.   

We serve Rose Hill, Donnington & Littlemore, and offer free 
advice in confidence to all local residents looking for help 
sorting out benefits, debt, and housing issues.   

Should the need arise, we will represent you in Courts of Law 
(for debt, rent arrears, eviction or mortgage repossession). 

Find us: in the Rose Hill Community Centre, Carole's Way,  
off Ashhurst Way, Rose Hill, OX4 4HF 
Drop in sessions: 
Monday 9:30am-12:30pm | Tuesday 2pm-4pm | Wednesday 
9:30am-12:30pm | Thursday 2pm-4pm 
Appointment only sessions: 
Monday 2pm-4pm | Tuesday 9:30am-12:30pm | Thursday 
9:30am-12:30pm 

You can also find us:  
   *online at rhdadvice.org  
   *email: admin@rhdadvice.org.  
   *freephone 0800 170 0156 or 01865 438 634  
         Monday to Thursday from 9.30am to 4.00pm. 

Sarah Meziu, Manager 

———————————————————————————— 
THE COMMUNITY EMERGENCY FOODBANK 
www.cefoxford.co.uk  
If your household is facing a shortage of essential, 
non-perishable food, you can ask to be referred to 
us:  please contact your doctor, one of the advice 
agencies, a community or housing worker, your children’s 
school, a church minister, counsellor, or other professional 
person to refer you.  
Following referral you will be able to collect a food parcel: its 
size will depend on your circumstances & household size.  You 
may pick up your parcel within 2 weeks of your referral.  Please 
bring identification for yourself & anyone you are collecting for. 

• Monday & Wednesday 12 noon to 2 pm:  Barton 
Neighbourhood Centre: Underhill Circus, OX3 9LS 

• Tuesday & Friday 12 noon to 2 pm:   St Francis Church, 
Hollow  Way;  Headington, OX3 7JF 

• Thursday  10 am to 11:30 am:  Littlemore Baptist Church: 
Edith Kempson House, Chapel Lane, Littlemore, OX4 4QB 

If you would like to consider helping CEF as a volunteer please 
email info@cefoxford.co.uk                                   Andrew Bevan 

———————————————————————————— 
GENERAL PRACTICES 
There are no Primary Medical or Dental services in 
Littlemore: the following GP surgeries cover Littlemore area: 

Donnington Medical Partnership: 01865 771 313 
  1 Henley Ave, OX4 4DH 
Cowley Road Medical Practice: 01865 791 850 
  Manzil Way, Cowley, OX4 1XD 
Hollow Way Medical Centre: 01865 777 495 
  18 Ivy Close, Cowley, OX4 2NB 
The Leys Health Centre: 01865 778 244 
  Dunnock Way, OX4 7EX 
St Bartholomew’s Medical Centre: 01865 242 334 
  Manzil Way, Cowley Rd, Cowley, OX4 1XB 
Temple Cowley Health Centre: 01865 777 024 
  Temple Rd, Cowley, OX4 2HL 

OUR LOCAL MP: Anneliese Dodds 
• Address: Unit A Bishops Mews, Transport Way, OX4 
6HD or House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA.   

• Email: anneliese.dodds.casework@parliament.uk.   
• Telephone: 01865 595 790 (9am to 5pm Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday & Friday). 

———————————————————————————— 
NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICE  
Rose Hill Community Centre,  
Carole’s Way, OX4 4HF 
Now under the leadership of Sgt Rosie Campbell.   
Contact the team: 
• Ring 101 for non emergency calls, or 999 for emergencies 
• email RosehillTeam@thamesvalley.police.uk. 
Follow us on: 
• Twitter – ‘TVP Oxford’ or  
• Facebook – ‘Thames Valley Police’ 
www.thamesvalleyalaert.co.uk 

———————————————————————————— 
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
• To report needles, sharps, offensive graffiti, or graffiti on public 
buildings, council properties and in parks, cemeteries and bus 
shelters: report online at https://www.oxford.gov.uk/info/20095/
do_it_online or telephone Oxford Direct Services on 01856 249 
811 (they’ll give advice about graffiti on private property, too). 

• To report Dog Fouling, Noise, Fly Tipping etc: contact the 
Community Response Team, Oxford City Council:  email 
saferoxford@oxford.gov.uk, or phone 01865 252 969.  Or: 
Dog fouling and Fly tipping : https://www.fixmystreet.com 
Noise: www.oxford.gov.uk/info/20058/noise_pollution/145/
report_a_noise_problem  (there’s no out of hours service now).  

•To report a lost, or a stray dog: contact the Dog Warden service 
at the City Council:  01865 249 811 or ecitizen.oxford.gov.uk/
citizenportal/form.aspx?form=Report_Stray_Dog. 

• To report Anti-Social Behaviour, contact the police on 101 (999 if 
it’s an emergency) or the Anti-Social Behaviour Investigation 
Team, Ox City Council: saferoxford@oxford.gov.uk or telephone 
01865 252 969. 

• To report Illegal parking email parking@oxfordshire.gov.uk, or go 
to https://service.oxfordshire.gov.uk/reportparkedvehicle.  
If a road or pavement is obstructed, call the police on 101.  

• If you don’t know who to call to report things that need fixing, 
cleaning or clearing, like potholes, noisy manhole covers, or out of 
phase street lights, go to FixMyStreet: www.fixmystreet.com. 

• To join your local Neighbourhood Watch Group, see 
www.ourwatch.org.uk. 

———————————————————————————— 
LITTLEMORE SCHOOLS 
Emmanuel Christian School: www.ecschool.co.uk,  
    email: admin@ecschool.org.uk    
John Henry Newman Academy: www.jhnacademy.co.uk  
Mabel Prichard Secondary School: www.mabelprichard.org 
The Oxford Academy: www.theoxfordacademy.org.uk 
St John Fisher Catholic Primary School:  
    www.st-john-fisher.oxon.sch.uk 
————————————————————————————
LOCAL PHARMACIES 
Lloyds Pharmacy @ Sainsbury’s: Heyford Hill Roundabout,  
                OX4 4XR: 01865 747 872 
Rosehill Pharmacy: 1 Courtland Rd, OX4 4HZ: 01865 777836 
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Ash dieback is caused by a fungus that originates 
from eastern Asia.  It spread to Europe about 30 
years ago and was first recorded in the UK in 
2012.  The fungus blocks the tree’s nutrient and 
water transport systems, causing die back from the 
tips of the branches, hence the name.   

WHAT MUST BE DONE? 
In line with Government guidance Berkshire, 
Buckinghamshire & Oxfordshire Wildlife 
Trust (BBOWT) has had to remove 
thousands of ash trees across its nature 
reserves in areas where falling dead 
branches pose a significant risk to the 
public, buildings or road users. 
Mark Vallance, BBOWT Senior Land 
Manager and lead officer for managing ash 
dieback, said: ‘As a wildlife trust, this is one 
of the most heartbreaking projects we have 
ever undertaken.  However, it is absolutely vital we 
ensure that everyone who visits our nature 
reserves - whether the general public, BBOWT 
staff or volunteers - continues to have safe access 
to these beautiful and beloved sites, and we are 
carrying out all of this work in the most sensitive 
way possible.’ 

At BBOWT, the work is being timed to minimise 
the impact on wildlife such as nesting birds, and 
where possible the Trust is also retaining trees that 
have bat roosts.  BBOWT is not felling all the ash trees in the 
woodlands.  They are retaining as many trees as possible to 
maximise the opportunity for genetic resilience to be 
expressed, and to preserve the existing woodland habitats.   
Dead and decaying wood is a vital component, supporting 
huge biodiversity.  Where the Trust does remove trees from 
woodland, this can have the added benefit of creating areas 
where more light can reach the ground, allowing dormant 
plants to flourish and tree seedlings to germinate, helping the 
woodland to naturally regenerate. This can create new habitat 
for woodland insects such as butterflies and birds such as 
warblers. 

In a few areas, the Trust hopes to sell the timber it 
has cut down to offset some of the expenditure, 
but the condition and often inaccessible location 
of affected trees means it would often cost more 
to extract the wood than it is worth, so there is 
limited opportunity. 

THE COST 
So far BBOWT has spent £360,000 hiring 
specialist contractors, who have already 
safely removed thousands of trees. 
The Trust is set to spend more than 
£200,000 in the 2022/23 year, and by the 
end of 2026 managers estimate they will 
have spent £1.2 million.  But the problem 
will not end there, and the Trust will keep 
having to spend to mitigate the problem. 

Many other landowners and land managers 
across the UK have been counting the cost of ash 
dieback.  In December 2021 the National Trust 
warned that it was expecting to spend £3 million 
tackling ash dieback in that winter alone. 

ASH DIEBACK IN STATISTICS 
◦10 years - since the disease first arrived in the UK 
◦80-95% of ash trees in the UK will die 
◦5% expected to show some resilience 
◦£15 billion: likely cost to the UK economy 

◦ 75% of BBOWT's 80+ nature reserves already affected 
◦ £1.2 million:  estimated cost to BBOWT by end of 2026 
◦ and BBOWT isn't alone: many other landowners and land 

managers across the UK are counting the cost of ash dieback. 

You may wish to offer financial support to BBOWT or another 
major charitable landowner facing the same challenge. 
For more information contact: 
Pete Hughes - Communications assistant 
M: 07845 014524 
E: petehughes@bbowt.org.uk 
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MANAGING ASH DIEBACK DISEASE 
This article was supplied by our local conservation charity BBOWT: though none of its reserves is in 

Littlemore, the article applies to land throughout the UK, so is included here. 

all are welcome to 
tea, coffee, delicious home-

made cake, & conversation… 
an opportunity to meet  

some of your Parish Councillors 
!  

organised by Littlemore Village Hall Committee  
to join, or to help, please contact  

c.drinkwater760@btinternet.com 

Saturday 7th January 
2.30-4.30pm

2023

Saturday 3rd December 
2.30-4.30 pm

…toys, gifts, cards, home-made chocolates 
and more … a great opportunity for 

Christmas shopping! 
organised by the trustees of the Village Hall

2022

Railway Lane, Littlemore 
Christmas tea and 
cake, with craft & 

gift stalls …



 

 

Your guide and voice on health and care services 
Are you looking for information or advice about health or social 
care services in Oxfordshire, or a place to express a view?  We 
can help!  One of our roles is to help people find the 
information they need about local health services, so please get 
in touch by calling 01865 520 520 or emailing 
hello@healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk.   We’d also like to hear 
what you think about your local health and social care services, 
including what could be improved. Please share your views: you 
can complete a survey on our website or leave a review of local 
services, including GP surgeries, hospitals, pharmacies, dentists 
and care homes.  See: www.healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk. 
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Rose Hill Methodist Church
(near the speed camera on the hill!) 

OPEN DOORS 
COMMUNITY DROP-IN 

Mondays 2- 4.30pm 
Free drinks & snacks: chat, puzzles, games, craft.

People of all ages are welcome! 
  

This year we've seen a significant rise in numbers and it's been 
wonderful to welcome new local families, and families who have 
moved to Oxford from around the world.   At the last count, we 
had over thirty countries represented in the school community. 
We've been learning about the Arabian Peninsula lately so we 
can understand a bit better the focus on Qatar over the next 
few weeks, but in the first half of term, we learnt about the 
oceans, and the burst pipe at Heyford Hill at the beginning of 
October was a good case study in how far water can spread!  
We were visited by inspectors the day the leak sprung: for the 
first hour of the school day the water pressure dropped, so we 
had an interesting decision to make about whether or not to 
close.  In the end, the taps flowed enough for us to stay open, 
and although the inspector got to us a little late, everyone 
stayed calm.  The inspectors’ report has just landed, and we're 
happy to share that we were judged excellent in pupil 
achievement and personal development, and that we met all 
the required regulatory requirements. 
In early November, Former 
Portsmouth FC star, Linvoy 
Primus came to visit the 
children to share his story of 
being a professional footballer.  
He was pummelled with 
questions from the children.  
Here they are admiring the 
Olympic torch he carried 
through Portsmouth in 2012. 

We were shocked and saddened by the loss, over half term, of 
Peter and Alison Coles, who were killed in a car accident on the 

M40 when returning from 
holiday in September. 
They had been part of the 
school since almost its very 
beginning: their daughter was 
the 80th child to join us.  Peter 
served on the board of 
governors and Alison worked 
in the classrooms as a 
teacher ,and teaching 
assistant.  Alison loved books, 
so in recent years has curated 
our library so that it is a 
beautiful space for children to 
go and learn.  
Peter and Alison’s death has 
brought out many stories of 

the way in which they quietly helped others wherever they were 
needed, and we anticipate their funeral 18 November will mark 
well their 'service in life, and hope in death'.  
We're looking forward to various Christmas celebrations.  Our 
School Carol Service is at St Mary & St Nicholas on Monday 12 
December at 5pm.  Look out for us Carol Singing at Sainsbury's 
on Friday 9 December at 1.30pm, and sharing some songs from 
our choir at the Community Carols at St Mary & St Nicholas on 
Monday 19 December at 7pm.                    Lizzie Nesbitt, Head

Alison Coles

NEWS FROM EMMANUEL CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
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LITTLEMORE PARISH COUNCIL 

2022-23 Council Chair: Cllr Maggie Willis 

MEMBERS and their preferred contact details 
  Cllr Susie Aldridge: susie.aldridge@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk   Cllr Michele Paule: michele.paule@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
  Cllr Pete Carter:  please use the Full Council contact details below   Cllr Janice Pullen: jan.pullen@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk 
  Cllr Tiago Corais: cllrtcorais@oxford.gov.uk   Cllr Anna Railton: anna.railton@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk 
  Cllr Michael Evans: michael.evans@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk, 07713842877   Cllr Anne Stares: anne.stares@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk 
  Cllr Dorian Hancock: dorian.hancock@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk   Cllr Sue Stewart: sue.stewart@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk, 01865 711332 
  Cllr David Henwood: david.henwood@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk   Cllr Maggie Willis: maggie.willis@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk 
  Cllr Sadiea Mustafa-Awan: s.m.awan@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk    

 

There are 16 seats, and 3 vacancies: the seats are distributed: Littlemore ward (13 seats), Bodley Road ward (2 seats), Sandy Lane West ward (1 seat). 
12 of the 13 Councillors now in post serve Littlemore and Bodley Road wards, Cllr Evans represents Sandy Lane West ward. 

 
COMMITTEES 

Finance & General Purposes Committee Planning Committee Personnel Committee 
Chair: Sue Stewart Chair: Jan Pullen Chair: Maggie Willis  

Members Members Members 

Susie Aldridge Sadiea Mustafa-Awan Susie Aldridge 
Tiago Corais Anna Railton Sadiea Mustafa-Awan 

Sadiea Mustafa-Awan Sue Stewart  
Maggie Willis Maggie Willis  

   
WORKING GROUPS* 

Community Engagement, Neighbourhood Plan,  
Climate & Biodiversity Small Grants Transport & 

Connectivity 
Estates & 

Maintenance I T 

Susie Aldridge Sadiea Mustafa-Awan Jan Pullen (L) Susie Aldridge Tiago Corais (L) Michael Evans Jan Pullen 
Tiago Corais Anna Railton Sue Stewart Sadiea Mustafa-Awan Sadiea Mustafa-Awan David Henwood Anna Railton (L) 

Judith Godsland (P)  Maggie Willis Maggie Willis (L) Michele Paule Sadiea Mustafa-Awan  
    Anna Railton Maggie Willis (L)  
    Maggie Willis   

Each Working Group has a lead member (L) who will write reports & provide updates to the Clerk and Council. 

* At the time of going to press, the new Parish Councillors have not chosen the Working Groups they wish to join. 
*Membership of all working groups is open to the public (P): please contact the lead member to express your interest. 

 

CONTACT DETAILS FOR FULL COUNCIL 

Clerk: Post Vacant.   
However, you can still write to the Parish Council: 

by letter to Littlemore Parish Council, c/o Sandford Lodge, 24 Lawn Upton Close, Littlemore, Oxford, OX4 4QF, 
or via the Clerk’s email address: clerk@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk.  The email address is active, and your email will be answered. 

 

Responsible Financial Officer: Geoffrey Ferres. 

FULL COUNCIL MEETINGS  

Full Council Meetings are held at Littlemore Village Hall, Railway Lane, OX4 4PY,  
from 7-9pm on the 2nd Tuesday each month except August.   

If you wish to attend, please contact Full Council in advance.  For news about the meetings, and minutes of meetings,  
please check the Parish Council website:  www.littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk. 

 

 



• Acrobatics, Parkour, Aerial & Stunts: UKCF Academy©: 
www.ukcfacademy.co.uk:   

• Aerial & Pole Dance: oxfordaerialarts.com 
• Allotments:  *Thomson Terrace: julia.brocklesby@gmail.com  

*for others see City Council Website 
• Angling Society: www.littlemoreanglingsociety.co.uk.   
• Bingo: contact Katie Tutty 01865 778 869 
• Bowls (Indoor): www.oxbowls.co.uk.  
• Childcare 

Littlemore Preschool: fb: Littlemore Playgroup 
Little Peeple Nursery: littlepeeplenursery@peeple.org.uk     
The Old Station Nursery: osp@tosn.co.uk  
Children’s Groups for 0-1s & 0-5s at JHN Academy: call 
Hannah Jamieson on 01865 772 495 
Children’s Groups: Peep Groups for 1-2s and toddlers: 
www.peeple.org.uk/peep-groups-oxfordshire. 
Stay & Play: littlechuggers@gmail.com 
Stay & Play at the Library: see Library 
Growing Minds Project for children born after 2018: 
families@peeple.org.uk  
Growing Minds Stay & Play at SM+SN church: 
lucy@homestartoxford.org.uk or call 0773 438 9799 
Rhymetime at the Library: see Library 
Crafting for children & their carers: see Library 

• Churches: 
St Mary & St Nicholas Parish Church 
Blessed Dominic Barberi RC Church 
Littlemore Baptist Church 
Rose Hill Methodist Church 
Emmanuel Church Oxford: Littlemore Connect Group 

• Conservation Work Parties: see www.bbowt.org.uk 
• Darts (Women’s Winter League): littlemorerbl@gmail.com.  
• Drop-In for people of all ages: 

rosehillcommunitychaplain@gmail.com 
• First Aid Classes for Parents & Carers: see: 

oxfordshire.minifirstaid.co.uk/classes/classes-for-adults. 
• Football Coaching: for 4-12s: info@osaacademy.co.uk 
• Football Coaching: for 4-13s: community@oufc.co.uk 
• Gardening Group: c.drinkwater760@btinternet.com, 
• Gym: see: https://toaleisure.schoolbookings.co.uk.   
• Halls for Hire / spaces for your own activities:  

The Village Hall 
Royal British Legion Hall 
spaces at The Oxford Academy 
spaces at St Mary & St Nicholas Church 

• Karate for 4-6s & 7-14s: chriswilmott2000@yahoo.com  
• Kendo: for 4ys to 60+:see www.oxfordkendo.com  
• Kickboxing: 0771 345 9337 

• Lacrosse: fb: OXLAX, & www.oxfordcitylacrosse.co.uk 
• Library: Home Library Service: 01865 810 259 
• Library: Littlemore Public Library: 

littlemore.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk.  
• Meditation: www.oxfordinsightmeditation.org 
• Menopause support: www.nourishingspace.co.uk 
• Men’s Breakfast: julian.armitstead@btinternet.com. 
• Music:  

Community Orchestra: www.cowleyorchestra.weebly.com  
Concerts: see www.littlemorechurch.org 
Jubilee Brass Band: jubileebrassoxford@gmail.com. 
Jubilate Band: vicar@littlemorechurch.org. 
Piano & Music Theory Lessons: robin@robinhagues.co.uk 

• Ozone Leisure Centre: Grenoble Road OX4 4XP 
www.thekassamstadium.com/the-kassam-leisure-complex 
• Cinema, Activities, Eateries, Takeaways, Sunday Market 

• Pilates: see www.clevermovement.co.uk : contact: 
janecallawaypilates@hotmail.co.uk 

• Pop-Up Pilates: see www.pop-up-pilates.com.  
• Reading Group for adults: see Library 
• Rhythmic Gymnastics: for girls over 4: 

www.oxfordgymnastics.co.uk 
• Rugby Training, senior and minis: fb: Littlemore RFC-

Littlemore Rugby Club, and lrfcminichair@gmail.com 
• Singing: 

Grace Notes Workshops: www.emilyschoirs.co.uk 
St Andrew’s Church Choir: cwwbradley@gmail.com 

• Slimming World: 07766 111 088  
• Social Groups:  

Afternoon Tea: Claire Drinkwater 01865 718 580.   
Barberi Club: teresaprescott71@yahoo.co.uk 
Coffee morning, and Coffee with Sing-along: 
admin@littlemorechurch.org 
Drop-In for people of all ages: 
rosehillcommunitychaplain@gmail.com 
Friendly Friday Social event for adults (see Library) 

• Women’s Institute: jpappslove@hotmail.com  
• Woodturners Club: see www.oxonwoodturners.com.   
• Yoga: see: https://mamaflow.co.uk.  
• Youth Groups: 

Youth Club: https://www.oxford.gov.uk/youthambition/  
Air Cadets:  see www.aircadets.tv/2210.  
Army Cadets: www.armycadets.com/county/oxfordshire-
acf Oxfordshire 
Beavers: Brownies: Cubs, and Scouts see their websites.   
Explorers (age 14-18): shane@teemclark.org.uk 

• Young People: Career & Employment advice for 16-24 yr olds: 
contact Rose Hill Community Centre for info: 01865 749 597 

• Zumba:  www.zumba-Steffi.co.uk 
• Zumba: patsimeade63@gmail.com 

If you know anything else that should be added, 
please contact the editor at 

editor@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk 
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THINGS TO DO IN LITTLEMORE 
For much more detail please see the longer electronic issue of LITTLEMORE LOCAL. 

You can receive it by email from editor@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk.

The copy deadline for the February / March issue is midnight on Thursday 12 January.  If you wish to submit copy, to receive a 
copy deadline reminder, or receive the news sheet by email, contact editor@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk. 


