
REMEMBERING GILL SANDERS 
We were sad to learn that Gill died at the end of 
February.  In Littlemore we knew her for many 
years as a parish councillor, and as our 
representative on Oxfordshire County Council, 
but during her period in office she also took on 
senior roles including Lord Mayor of Oxford, 
Chair of the County Council and champion for 
older residents.  She was awarded the prestigious 
title of Honorary Alderwoman in recognition of 
her contribution to Littlemore, Oxford and 
Oxfordshire.  She was highly regarded across the 
political spectrum and her hard work benefited 
people in Littlemore and further afield.  Residents 
knew that they could always go to her with their problems and 
be met with help and sympathy.  She and her husband John, 
also a county councillor, had planned to retire in 2020 but both 
served an extra year as elections were postponed because of 
the pandemic.  It’s especially sad that Gill had so little time to 
enjoy her retirement.  We thank her for her years of service and 
send our condolences to John, to their sons, and to family and 
friends.             Cllr Sue Stewart, Chair, Littlemore Parish Council 

OPPORTUNITIES TO HELP UKRAINE: Charities helping 
Ukrainian refugees need money, fast.  If you can afford to give, 
please choose a well known charity such as:   

• The British Red Cross:  https://donate.redcross.org.uk 
• The Disasters Emergency Committee: www.dec.org.uk 
• or Unicef:  https://www.unicef.org.uk. 

GET INVOLVED IN YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY 
The Air Cadets is recruiting adult volunteers: contact Flt Lt 
O’Riordan, oc.2210@rafac.mod.gov.uk and see p 13 for flier. 
Get gardening!  If you’d like to spend time in a lovely green 
space, please join the Village Hall gardening team.  We meet 
once a week, usually Thursdays, for about 2 hours.  Contact 
Claire Drinkwater: c.drinkwater760@btinternet.com, or come 
for Afternoon Tea one Saturday (see right) & introduce yourself. 

NEW LISTINGS: (find full listings on pp 6-10) 
*Peep Buggy Group: various locations: Wednesdays 1pm: for 
anyone with buggy- or sling-aged children.  Contact Lisse 
Honeyman on 07780 716 098: families@peeple.org.uk. 

*Aspiration: Career & Employment advice for 16-24 yrs-olds: 
free at RHCC: *Tues 10-12noon CV Skills;  *Tues 1-3pm Job 
Club; *Weds 10-4pm Employment drop in;  *Thurs 10-12.30pm 
Training sessions: preparing for work, and what you might 
expect once employed:  *Thurs 1-3pm Well-being courses.  
Contact Rob James-Kaya: rjames-kaya@oxford.gov.uk. 

LITTLEMORE LIBRARY NEWS 
• Our easy going Adult Reading Group is looking for new 

members.  You’re welcome to join us on Mon 4 April at 2pm. 
• Friendly Friday adult social group (Fridays 10.30am-12.30pm) 

already has men and women members who come regularly 
but it would be nice to see some new faces.  We play games, 
craft, do puzzles.  Ideas for new activities are welcome, too. 

• We’ll soon have a new Keyboard:  if you would like to come in 
and play music you are more than welcome. 

Sharon Ingram, Library Manager 

PHASE-OUT OF ‘OLD’ 1st & 2nd CLASS STAMPS 
Existing 1st & 2nd class stamps are being replaced 
with a barcoded stamp.  Stamps without a bar 
code will remain usable until 31 Jan 2023.  If 
you’ve got stocks of them, either use them  up, 
or swap them for the new ones through Royal 
Mail’s swap scheme: opens on March 31 2022 & 
closes a year later.  Find swap application forms 
at Ledgers Close Delivery Office, & on the Royal 
Mail website.   Further details will be announced 
shortly.  NB: From 4 April, 1st class stamps will 
cost 95p (up 10p): 2nd class stamps will cost 68p 
(up 2p). 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
*Saturday 16 April 7pm at Royal British Legion Club, Family 
Easter Disco with Easter bonnet competition: for Under 12s & 
Adults, £3 per person.  Contact Lorraine Whipp or Katie Tutty at 
the Legion for details and for tickets.  
*Saturday 2 April 2.30-4.30pm: Afternoon tea at Littlemore 
Village Hall: a chance to relax & chat over Tea or coffee, and 
homemade cake.  Book & Plant stalls; Judith’s handmade cards! 
*Saturday 7 May 2.30-4.30pm at Littlemore Village Hall: 
Spring Fayre + Craft & gift stalls, Plants; books; toys; Tea, 
coffee, home made cake & conversation. 
*Saturday 4 June 2.30-4.30pm: Jubilee Tea at the Village Hall: 
share your memories of the last 70 years over tea and cake. 
* Thursday 19 May: 7-9pm. First Aid Class for Parents & 
Carers: at the Village Hall: Booking essential: contact Jade 
Morris: 07568 724 654: jade@minifirstaid.co.uk.   
*Local History Society Zoom talks: 7.30 pm:  *Apr 20: Wendy 
Morrison: A prehistoric Chilterns landscape   *May 18: Katie 
Hambrook: Studley Priory & Littlemore Priory, their histories 
compared. Contact the secretary: history.littlemore@gmail.com. 

ST MARY & ST NICHOLAS CHURCH DATES 
• Men's breakfasts: 9-10am in church: 9 April, 14 May. 
• Concerts: 6pm Sundays: *1 May: Newman String Ensemble: 
Mozart Quintet in G minor K.516           *12 June: Radcliffe 
Ensemble with Pavlova Winds: Schubert Octet 

• Lent Groups: Mondays, 7-8pm on Zoom;  and Fridays, 7pm 
in church, and on Zoom 

• Palm Sunday: 10 April, meet at 10.30am on the village green 
(near the Fish Bar) for a Palm Sunday liturgy and procession 
with other local churches, and a real donkey. 

• Maundy Thursday: 14 April, 7.30pm in the church: join us for 
a meal, foot washing & a vigil. 

• Good Friday: 15 April, 2pm in the church: join us to 
remember Jesus’ death on the cross. 

• Easter Service: 17 April, 10am in the church: join us to 
celebrate Jesus’ resurrection. 

• Egg Hunt: 17 April, 3pm at the church.             Eve McWilliam 

AN APOLOGY 
In the last issue I published copy about the death of our 
popular groundsman, Ken Barrett.  He died on 7 January, not of 
coronavirus, but of an underlying medical condition.  The LPC 
team is sorry for publishing misinformation, and for the 
additional distress caused to his family by our error.                Ed 
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REPORT ON LPC TRANSPORT GROUP PUBLIC MEETING 
In October 2021, the Littlemore Parish Council carried out a 
survey of residents’ responses to the Cowley/Church Cowley 
LTN scheme.  LPC gathered responses from 25% of 
households, analysed the results, and reported them to the 
relevant County Councillors.   
Opinion is divided and the scheme is controversial:  though 
some roads are quieter, a few are more burdened and the lack 
of consultation and knock-on-effects like increased local journey 
times and distances have resulted in ill-feeling.   So LPC also 
held a Public Meeting in Littlemore church, with additional 
Zoom access, to allow residents to question Oxfordshire County 
Council’s cabinet member for highway management Tim 
Bearder; City Councillor Tom Hayes; and the Oxford Bus 
Company’s Phil Southall.   
Though the technology for the Zoom connection and for the 
microphone was tested twice before the meeting, there were 
system failures on the night.  These made communication 
difficult.  Those attending via Zoom were unable to see the 
speakers, or to put their questions to them, and issues with the 
microphone caused frustration among those attending in 
person.  Littlemore Parish Council wish to apologise to all the 
participants for the communication failures. 
At the start of the meeting, Phil Southall informed residents 
about new local bus routes, and the extra financial challenges 
that the pandemic has brought.  He responded to questions 
about tickets and pricing and brought along a leaflet describing 
bus links, which you can find below.   
However the meeting soon became heated, with angry and 
sometimes abusive comments from the audience.  It became 
difficult for the speakers to respond to questions that were put 
to them.  After one aggressive outburst, Councillor Hayes 
appealed for an end to the disruptive and disrespectful 
behaviour, or the meeting would have to close.   
Although one resident spoke in favour of the way the LTNs 
have provided corridors for safe cycling and walking, most of 
the comments were complaints about diverted traffic, increased 
journey times, reduced road safety, and the segregation of 

Littlemore from the rest of the area.  The speakers were asked 
why, since Cowley LTNs have such an impact here, Littlemore 
residents weren’t consulted before they were introduced: 
Littlemore is a disadvantaged area, and it was felt that the lack 
of engagement with the community over the LTN scheme had 
further demonstrated this inequality.   
There was no clear answer.  However Cllr Hayes expressed his 
understanding of the anger Littlemore residents felt because 
they were not included in the consultation: he said he 
understood how this had resulted in the community feeling 
disregarded.  He stressed the importance of the bus service as 
a lifeline for areas such as Littlemore.  He described Zero 
Carbon Oxford, the City Council’s strategy to improve the 
environment by reducing the pollution caused by petrol and 
diesel vehicles (see LITTLEMORE LOCAL Issue 442): increased 
numbers of traffic filters are part of this scheme.  Zero Carbon 
Oxford is intended to make a healthier lifestyle for all. 
The recommendation from the County Council officer’s report is 
that the LTNs become permanent.  The final decision was to be 
made by Cllr Tim Bearder alone, but he has recognised that it 
should not be for one person to decide, so the council’s cabinet 
will make the call. 

Cllr Jan Pullen, LPC Community Outreach working group 

THE PARISH COUNCIL BUDGET for 2022-23 
Littlemore Parish Council Councillors on the finance committee 
have worked hard to reverse the recent trend of increasing the 
parish budget, and therefore the amount local resident tax-
payers pay in the form of a local precept (an extra local tax).   
We have reviewed every facet of our annual spend, to identify 
where we can make savings and still deliver outcomes that 
improve the life and wellbeing of Littlemore residents. 
Full Parish Council has approved the budget:  a parish precept 
of £98,284 for 2022-23 will balance the books: this is down 
from £116,075.  A 'Band D’ Council Tax payer will contribute 
£54.05 per year, a reduction of £4.46 (7.6%) from 2021-22.   
See LPC web pages for accounts of how this money is spent. 

Cllr David Henwood, Chair Finance & General Purposes 
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CHANGES TO THE HIGHWAY CODE 
You can pre-order a copy of the 2022 Highway Code book at 
www.safedrivingforlife.info/shop/official-dvsa-highway-code.  It 
will be in the shops from April 2022.  
Changes have been made that give pedestrians and cyclists 
greater priority over motorised vehicles.   
Key changes: this is not a complete list  
 

There is a hierarchy of road users listed 
right in descending order of vulnerability. 
It remains the responsibility of all road 
users to have regard for their own and 
others’ safety, but those who can do the 
greatest harm have the greatest 
responsibility to reduce the danger they 
may pose.  The greatest responsibility will 
lie with motorists.   
Changed priorities at crossings & junctions 
• At a junction, whether you are turning in or out you should 

give way to pedestrians crossing or waiting to cross. 
• You should give way to pedestrians waiting to cross a zebra 

crossing, and to pedestrians and cyclists waiting to cross a 
parallel crossing (this is like a zebra but it has bicycles painted 
on it, not stripes). 

• Don’t wave, or use your horn to invite pedestrians or cyclists 
to cross; this could be dangerous if another vehicle is 
approaching. 

• Remain behind cyclists and motorcyclists at junctions, even if 
they’re waiting to turn and are positioned close to the kerb. 

• Don’t cut across cyclists when turning into or out of a junction 
or changing direction or lane, just as you wouldn’t turn across 
the path of another motor vehicle. 

• Don’t turn at a junction if to do so would cause a cyclist going 
straight ahead to stop or swerve. 

Changed priorities for overtaking 
• When overtaking motorcyclists, cyclists and horse riders, 

drivers must pass at a slow speed and leave a minimum 
distance of  

• 1.5 metres at speeds of less than 30mph 
• 2.0 metres at speeds of more than 30mph 

• When overtaking a pedestrian walking in the road, drivers 
must pass at a slow speed and leave a minimum distance of 

• 2.0 metres.  
• If you can’t, you must wait. 

Changes for cyclists in relation to vehicles 
• Cyclists should ride in single file when drivers wish to 

overtake and it’s safe to let them do so.   
• Cyclists should take care when passing parked vehicles, 

leaving enough room (a door’s width or 0.5 metres) to avoid 
being hit if a door is opened unexpectedly. 

• When traffic lights are red, and there are 2 stop 
lines (see image, right), cyclists may cross the first 
stop line but mustn’t cross the second. 

• Cyclists may pass slower-moving or stationary 
traffic on the right or the left, including at the 
approach to junctions. 

Parking on pavements 
It is illegal to park on a pavement where there is a double 
yellow line.  Parking anywhere on the pavement is only illegal in 
London but tougher rules could be applied in 2022 elsewhere.   
To stay up to date: 
To get alerts when the rules change sign up at https://
public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKDVSA/subscriber/new?  
or visit https://www.gov.uk/guidance/the-highway-code. 

NEW WAYS OF CHARGING ELECTRIC VEHICLES 
Charge Fairy https://chargefairy.com is a mobile electric vehicle 
charging company able to charge vehicles overnight on the 
road via a mobile rapid charger housed in an electric van.  They 
are looking for trial customers (residents or fleets).  Contact: 
James Hewitt, james@chargefairy.com or 07971 571 974.    

Vikki Robins: OCC EV Team  

THE VOI E-SCOOTER TRIAL 
The Oxford Voi e-scooter trial has been extended to 31 March 
to allow Oxfordshire County Council to gather more 
evidence on how e-scooters are being used. 
Voi is part of a UK Government initiative to provide 
direct and greener transport options around non-
pedestrianised areas in busy towns and cities.  Voi’s 
trial has also been extended in all 16 towns and cities 
that it operates in across the UK. 
In Oxford, by November 2021 there had been 
118,000 trips using the e-scooters, replacing an estimated 
40,000 short car journeys across the city as well as helping 
improve local air quality by preventing around 21 tonnes of C02 
emissions from being released into the atmosphere. 
As part of its commitment to the local community, Voi has 
provided over 11,000 free or discounted rides to NHS and 
emergency service staff under the ‘Voi 4 Heroes’ scheme since 
the beginning of the pandemic. 
Users must be over 18 years old with a valid provisional drivers 
licence and they must wear a helmet.  Scooters must not be 
ridden on the pavement, nor carry passengers.   Before riding, 
users should complete Voi’s online safety school at https://
ridelikevoila.com/enter where they can receive free credits.  
You can download the Voi app free from Apple App Store or 
Google Play.  It costs £1 to unlock a Voi scooter, and then 20p 
per minute to ride.  Voi also offers several subscriptions that 
allow users to take an unlimited number of rides at a fixed rate 
as well as special rates for students and those on low incomes. 
Details of these are available through the app and on Voi’s 
website: https://www.voiscooters.com/voi-4-discounts. 
Oxford has parking racks and zones across the city and speed 
restrictions to help e-scooter riders keep themselves and others 
safe.  More information is available through Voi’s app and the 
website: https://www.voiscooters.com/ride-safe/ 
Privately-owned e-scooters or other powered transporters are 
not legal to use on public roads or pavements. 
To receive news and updates from Oxfordshire County Council, 
go to www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/contact-council/sign-
hear-us? 

DO YOU NEED SAFE BICYCLE PARKING IN OXFORD 

Westgate Oxford Cycle Hub offers parking:  
it is open to members from 7am to 11pm.  
Membership is free. 
Being a member of the Cycle Hub entitles you to: 
• Extra security and access control 
• Cycle parking (secured by your own lock) 
• Fob access backed up by emergency Control Room contact. 

NB: Though there is 24-hour CCTV in operation the Cycle Hub, 
it is unmanned.  The Hub is for bicycle storage only, no other 
items are to be left at any time.  All property is left at the 
owners risk.  Visit the Guest Experience Pod on the Upper 
Ground floor, next to Goldsmiths: give them your name and 
email address, and they give you a Cycle Hub card (it takes one 
day for your access card to be activated). 
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• pedestrians,  
• cyclists,  
• horse riders,  
• motorcyclists  
• cars and taxis 
• vans and minibuses,  
• large passenger &  

       heavy goods vehicles..  



THINKING OF GETTING SOLAR PANELS? 
With energy prices soaring and the need for green energy 
becoming clearer by the day, the case for fitting rooftop solar 
panels has never been stronger.  We fitted panels to our own 
home this winter: in this article I set out the costs and the 
paperwork involved, as well as the early results we're seeing. 
Firstly, you need to check that solar panels are allowed in your 
area.  Generally rooftop solar panels count as permitted 
development, meaning you don't need planning permission: 
however, the law says that panels have to be ‘so far as 
practicable, sited so as to minimise its effect on the amenity of 
the area’ meaning that they can't impact on important views 
from other buildings.  So we applied for a Certificate of Lawful 
Development, which is like a planning application but costs less 
and requires less documentation.  We submitted drawings both 
of the house as it exists and with the proposed panels, plus a 
short description of our plans.  We contracted a professional to 
make the drawings, which cost around £400. 
Two factors that we initially thought might rule out solar panels 
for our property turned out not to. 

• It sits in a conservation area: some other Oxford conservation 
areas such as Jericho remove the right to permitted 
development for solar panels, but Littlemore does not.  In any 
case our panels would only be visible from other modern-era 
homes, so there was no problem. 

• To work effectively the panels would need to face towards the 
road.  Road-facing panels used to be forbidden, but the law 
was changed on 2008 removing that requirement: road-
facing panels are only impermissible if they damage the 
amenity (views) of the area.  

You will need a company to supply and fit the panels.  We used 
a local firm named Joju, who provided an all-in-one service 
except for the planning certificate application.  They were able 
to provide mock-ups of the panels' appearance to support the 
certificate application, but not full architectural drawings, hence 
buying these elsewhere.   
It took around 6 months from initial idea, through making the 
certificate application to final installation, and the total cost was 
about £5000, with around £500 of that going towards the 
certificate application and the rest to Joju.  They have now 
been in place for two of the darkest months of the year, but 
have already generated 100 kilowatt-hours (mostly consumed 
within the house) and saved us about £20 at current electricity 
prices.  With those prices surely set to rise as well as the house 
getting more sun as we head into spring, we're confident of 
earning several hundred a year this way, and we expect the 
panels to pay for themselves over the coming 10-20 years.   

Chris Smowton, Littlemore 

————————————————————————————-
STOP PRESS: Gill Sanders’ funeral 

The service will be at St Mary & St Nicholas Church on Tuesday 
29 March at 11.30am.  There will be a private cremation 
afterwards.  There will be an opportunity to celebrate her life 
from 2pm the same afternoon at the Oxford Town Hall, St 
Aldate’s OX1 1BX.  Anyone who would like to say some words 
is welcome to. 
Gill loved flowers, but her husband John writes that Gill would 
have preferred a donation to the Rose Hill and Donnington 
Advice Centre where she served as committee member for 
many years.  If you wish to make a Donation please direct it to 
The account of Rose Hill and Donnington Advice Centre Ltd:  
Unity Trust Bank, sort code 60-83-01, account no 20209810.  

————————————————————————————- 

POETRY CORNER 
Post-Covid productivity seems to be strongest in areas which 
create maximum greenhouse gas emissions, one of the many 
manifestations of Murphy‘s Law…anything that can go wrong 
will go wrong…. 
 

Bouncing Back 
Every day in every way  
things get hotter and hotter. 
We‘re bouncing back,  
there‘s no doubt about that. 
That bouncing sound’s  
the ultimate proof: 
dead cats bouncing  
on a hot tin roof. 

Words: John Wilde                  Illustration: Andrew Walton 

 
FROM OUR LOCAL WI:  
The past 23 months have been a 
real challenge for all of us, but 
with our focus on ‘alleviating 
loneliness’ we have made our WI 
more encompassing.  Many 
members have daily contact through What's App, and there are 
frequent newsletters, phone calls, and socially distanced door-
to-door visits to deliver the Federation Magazine Oxfordshire 
Inspires.  All members can be contacted by telephone or face 
to face, and most also by email.   
Our Meetings either take place in Sandford Village Hall or by 
Zoom (which we used for our January Quiz).   
*December was a busy month: several members helped at our 
stall at the Christmas Extravaganza.  Members produced gifts 
for sale which included Christmassy knitted creatures, 
decorated bottles, attractive washable face coverings, 
marmalades, shortbreads & decorated cupcakes.  Knitted 
stars were a real challenge: they were used to decorate the 
Church gate and the community Christmas tree.  Many were 
able to attend our December meeting at which we made 
wreaths using ideas that were gained from Ann Dawson's talk 
in October, and enjoyed the company of other members.    

*Our February meeting marked our First Burn's Night 
celebrations.  Sharon Fenn arranged ‘killing the Haggis’ (a 
vegetarian haggis was available) and numerous toasts in malt 
& blended whiskies.  It was a marvellous evening with poems, 
songs and dancing, which we hope to repeat.  

*Our Annual Meeting on 10 March was followed by a third visit 
by The Taxi Driver Poet: ‘naughty but nice’!  

*April 2022 will mark the beginning of our new WI year: £44 
members’ subscription will need to be paid to our treasurer by 
1 April if possible.  

Our meetings in Sandford Village Hall start at at 7.30pm on the 
2nd Thursday evening in the month.  All are asked to bring their 
own mug, sanitiser, and face covering if they wish to wear one.  
Potential members are very welcome to sample our meetings.  
On a second visit a donation is expected if you haven't yet 
joined our Institute.  You do not have to live in Sandford-on-
Thames and you may belong to more than one WI on the 
payment of a local fee for the second. 
Contact: Jill Love 01865716557 jpappslove@hotmail.com or  
Carole Tasker on 07876701151 caroletasker27@gmail.com  

Carole Harris, Secretary 
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BBOWT’s nature reserves to visit in late spring 
As spring progresses, one of the best local nature reserves to 
visit is Bernwood Meadows.  (Pictured below right). 
It’s just five miles east of the city; it’s surrounded on two sides 
by ancient Bernwood Forest; and not everyone knows about it. 
At this time of year, the traditional hay meadows fill with 
flowers, from cuckooflower and cowslips, to early marsh 
orchids: there are green-winged 
orchids later in the season. 
(Pictured below). 
The thick hedgerows are home to a 
host of different birds – just pause for 
a minute and see how many different 
species you can see or hear.   
These ancient hedgerows are also 
important for nationally-scarce, rare 
black and brown hairstreak butterflies 
that fly later in the year. 
You can extend your visit with a walk 
through adjoining Shabbington 
Wood, a part of Bernwood Forest 
which is managed by the Forestry 
Commission. 

Another great place to spot beautiful 
birds in spring is our Wells Farm Nature serve near Great 
Milton in South Oxfordshire – just a few miles 
from Littlemore. 
This working farm is run in harmony with 
wildlife and is home to lowland farmland 
birds like yellowhammer and grey 
partridge. Seed-bearing crops provide 
food and shelter for mixed flocks of finches 
in the colder months and wide grassy 
banks provide cover for spiders and 
insects. 
Listen out for skylarks singing high above 
the farm, their endless song pouring down 
from overhead. 
The nature reserve is named after the 
numerous springs emerging on the valley 
side.  Explore the site via the short, circular 
Wildlife Walk. 

BBOWT joins campaign for ‘legal right to nature’ 
BBOWT has joined more than 60 nature, planning, health and 
equality organisations in a new Nature For Everyone campaign, 
calling for a ‘legal right to nature’ to be a key component of the 
Government’s Levelling Up reforms. 
The calls follow the recent publication, by the Department for 
Levelling Up, Housing and Local Communities, of the Levelling 
Up White Paper.   

The coalition behind the campaign has launched a petition and 
written to Secretary of State Michael Gove calling for 
Government to: 
• make equal access to thriving natural spaces a key measure of 
success for Levelling Up 

• set legal duties in Levelling Up legislation for developers and 
public bodies to provide equal access to nature-rich green 
and blue spaces for everyone 

•provide funding for locally-
accessible nature-rich spaces 
including extending the Levelling Up 
Fund to green and blue infrastructure 
projects. 
Estelle Bailey, Chief Executive of 
BBOWT, said:  
‘BBOWT wants to create more nature 
everywhere for everyone in urban 
and rural areas.  Spending time in 
nature makes us happier and 
healthier – but sadly, far too many of 
us don’t have access to nature on our 
doorsteps.  
‘The Government must seize this 
opportunity to ensure everyone has 

the legal right to nature, no matter 
where they live. We must put nature at the heart of our 

communities and our decision making. We 
are in a climate and nature crisis and 
making all our lives a little bit wilder will 
help both people and nature to thrive.’ 
  

BBOWT event: Learning from a small 
Chiltern woodland - Warburg Lecture 
Where:     St Margaret's Institute,  
         30 Polstead Road, OX2 6TN 
When:      Tuesday, 5 April, 8pm-9pm 
Price:        £3 cash on the door 
The talk will explore the human and natural 
history of  a small Chiltern beech wood, 
showing how an ancient semi natural 
woodland came about, and how the 
animals, plants and fungi that live there are 
specially adapted to it.  It will illustrate how 

biodiversity can be explored at the local level. 
Speaker: Richard Fortey was senior palaeontologist at the 
Natural History Museum, London.  He is author of more than 
200 scientific papers and 9 popular science books.  He is Fellow 
of  both the Royal Society and of the Royal Society of 
Literature. 

Pete Hughes, Communications Assistant 
BBOWT, The Lodge, 1 Armstrong Road, Littlemore, OX4 4XT 
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Bernwood Meadows © Peter Creed

Green winged orchids in 
  Bernwood Meadows © Kate Titford

IDEAS AND NEWS FROM BERKS, BUCKS AND OXON WILDLIFE TRUST 
BBOWT is based here in Littlemore



WHAT’S ON in LITTLEMORE 
Regular Events: April - May 2022 
Though restrictions have eased, What’s On will continue to 
depend on how the pandemic evolves, & on the organisers’ 
choices:  please contact organisers for clarification. 
———————————————————————————— 
KEY: LOCATIONS IN and around LITTLEMORE 

ACF Army Cadet Force Building, OX4 6LD 
ATC Air Cadet Forces Centre, OX4 6LD  
BDB Blessed Dominic Barberi Hall, OX4 4JX 
EKH Edith Kempson Community Hall, OX4 4QB 
IBC Indoor Bowls Club, OX4 6NA 
JHN John Henry Newman Academy, OX4 4LS 
LCC Littlemore Community Centre, OX4 4PL 
LVH Littlemore Village Hall, OX4 4PY 
RHCC Rose Hill Community Centre 
RBL Royal British Legion Hall, OX4 4LZ 
SHQ Scout HQ, Fairlie Road, OX4 3SW  
SVH Sandford Village Hall, OX4 4YN 
SM+SN St Mary & St Nicholas Church, near OX4 4PB 
TOA The Oxford Academy, OX4 6JZ (except for Rugby Club 
  which is  via Northfield Close entrance: OX4 4NH) 

• Acrobatics, Parkour, Aerial & Stunts: UKCF Academy©: at 
TOA: Parkour park + Tumble track, Stunts, Flips, Ropes, 
trapezes, silks, hoops, handstand canes & more.  Sundays: 
*10:30am-6pm: age 7-17 years    *6-7pm: 18+  Pre-book only.  
see: www.ukcfacademy.co.uk: Contact: Oliver Ward 03302 
233 995.  See p 15 for our Easter Camp Flier. 

• Afternoon Tea at LVH: Tea, coffee & delicious home-made 
cakes + an opportunity to meet your parish councillors: first 
Saturday each month: currently 2.30-4.30pm.  See front page 
and fliers on p 10 for details.  Contact Claire Drinkwater 
01865 718 580  

• Air Cadets: ATC: see www.aircadets.tv/2210.  2210 (Cowley) 
Sqn are back in face-to-face training: we parade Mon & Wed 
from 7.30-9.30pm.  Please send enquiries to me, Flt Lt 
O’Riordan, oc.2210@rafac.mod.gov.uk          

• Allotments: *Thomson Terrace: to join the allotment wait list 
contact Francis Glassborow: TTAA.Secretary2020@gmail.com, 
Tom Dyra 07867 931 487, or julia.brocklesby@gmail.com 
*Minchery Farm (see City Council website) *Elder Stubbs (see 
City Council Website or Restore website) and *Denny 
Gardens (see www.odfaa.com/members/contact) 

• Angling Society: Extensive local still, & flowing waters: 
Permits are available in all local tackle shops and via our 
website but see www.gov.uk/guidance/regional-rod-fishing-
byelaws-south-east-region for rules for closed season.  
Contact Alan Campbell, alancampbell0811@gmail.com, 
07789 334 710, www.littlemoreanglingsociety.co.uk.   

• Army Cadets: ACF: If you’re aged 12, and in year 8, and are 
interested in learning news skills, & making news friends, the 
Army Cadets is for you.  We parade on Thursday nights from 
7.30pm to 9.30pm.  Please see www.armycadets.com/county/
oxfordshire-acf Oxfordshire for more information or contact 
Colour Serjeant S Turner, Detachment Commander on 
9882turne@armymail.mod 

• Barberi Club: a social group whose activities are currently 
tailored to suit older people, though we’d love to attract 
younger members: BDB Church Hall: Wednesdays 
10-12noon: please contact Teresa Prescott: 07749 386 218, 
teresaprescott71@yahoo.co.uk 

• Bowls (Indoor): IBC: Sandy Lane West OX4 6NA: see 
www.oxbowls.co.uk.  

• Childcare: Littlemore Preschool: LCC: M-F 9-12noon: term-
times: for pre-school children from 2-4 yrs: to go on our 
waiting list please drop by when we are open or contact us 
for an application form: Manager: Hayley Cox: 
littlemoreplaygroup@yahoo.co.uk.  Phone 01865 396 449 
when open, or Follow us on Facebook: Littlemore Playgroup 

• Childcare: Little Peeple Nursery: TOA  8am to 5.30pm, 48 
weeks a year.  Manager: Lindsey Hart: 01865 397 972, 
littlepeeplenursery@peeple.org.uk     

•  Childcare: The Old Station Nursery: Oxford Science Park: 
(we’re moving to the Sadler Building, OX4 4GE from late 
March): open all year for children aged 3 months-5 years.  
Please contact Charlotte Dagg:  01865 777 167 or 
osp@theoldstationnursery.co.uk  

• Children’s Groups: JHN: groups for under 5’s & their 
parents/carers: term time only: for enquiries please call 
Hannah Jamieson on 01865 772 495 

Peep at JHN  *Monday 9:30-10:30am:  Come along for 
storytelling, singing and activities.  Refreshments provided.  
FREE of charge.  Please come to school main reception.   
Stay & Play at JHN: *Tuesday 9:15-10:15am - JHN Stay & 
Play.  Join us for toys, books and ride-ons etc.  
Refreshments provided.  There is a voluntary donation of £1 
per family.  Please come to the school main reception.  

• Children’s Groups: Peep Groups: Please contact 
families@peeple.org.uk or phone Lisse Honeyman on 07780 
716 098: see www.peeple.org.uk/peep-groups-oxfordshire.  

Peep Buggy Group: various locations: Wednesdays 1pm: 
for anyone with buggy- or sling-aged children 
Singing, stories, & time to talk to practitioners: various 
locations: for babies: 1- & 2-yr-olds  

• Children’s Groups: Stay & Play:  
Little Chuggers: SHQ: for children aged 0-4yrs and their 
parents and carers: find updates on our Facebook page and 
group.  More volunteers would be fantastic so we can build 
a team: please contact Ruth Lloyd, 07736 831 038, 
littlechuggers@gmail.com 

Stay & Play at the Library (see Library) 

Stay and Play at SM+SN (see Growing Minds) 

• Churches: see separate Faith Group listing below 
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• Coffee morning and Sing-along: SM+SN: Mondays 10.30-
noon: drop in for coffee, cake, conversation & song: contact: 
Malcolm Atkins: malcolm.atkins1@ntlworld.com 

• Community Café: LCC: alternate Fridays: 10am-12noon: Dee 
Edmead: see flier on p 15 

• Community Emergency Food Bank: OPEN at EKH: see p 10 
for more detail or contact Andrew Bevan, 01865 514 374, or 
07799 532 177 

• Conservation Work Parties: Berks Bucks & Oxford Wildlife 
Trust.  Based in Littlemore: we have nature reserves which 
offer days out and opportunities to volunteer.  See p 5 for our 
news.  Contact: info@bbowt.org.uk or see www.bbowt.org.uk 

• Crafting for children + carers: see Library 
• Dance (Jive+: Modern Jive) for 16+: TOA: Thurs 7.45 for 

8pm: Beginners’ & Intermediate classes + social dancing.  
Modern Jive is easy to pick up and huge fun: you’ll be 
dancing by the end of the evening!  All ages are welcome: no 
partner is required.  For CoViD-safety reasons you may stick 
with your own partner if you wish.  Everyone must bring 
evidence of a negative LF test.  Please get in touch to express 
an interest:  contact Coralie Green: 07767 360 854, 
coralie@jiveplus.com  

• Dance, Drama, & singing classes with JIGSAW-ARTS: TOA: 
for 3-18 yr-olds: term-time: Saturday mornings: 90 minute 
sessions for children aged 3 to 6, and 3-hour sessions for 
children aged 7 to 18.  Two-week trials available for all new 
students.  Call Becky Varey on 01865 564 580 or visit 
www.jigsaw-arts.co.uk/oxford  

• Dementia Support: Daybreak: Rowan Club: LVH: Mondays 
9:30am to 2:45pm.  Club meetings offer activity, stimulation, 
involvement, fun, and a safe social environment for those with 
dementia.  Anything from word games, quizzes, singing and 
dancing, to gentle exercise and music.  To find out more, and 
arrange a visit, please contact Jitka Fort on 01865 776 744 or 
visit our website at www.daybreak-oxford.org.uk' 

• Faith Groups: see separate entry below p 9 
• First Aid Class for Parents & Carers: LVH: 19 May: 7-9pm.  

Booking essential: contact Jade Morris: 07568 724 654: 
jade@minifirstaid.co.uk.  For more information see: 
oxfordshire.minifirstaid.co.uk/classes/classes-for-adults. 

• Football Coaching with Oxfordshire Skill Acquisition 
Academy: TOA: professional coaching with UEFA-qualified 
coaches, suitable for boys and girls of all abilities aged 4-12 
years:  *Tuesdays 5.30-7pm age 4-7, and *Fridays: 5.30-7pm 
age 8-12.  For more information contact Adam Bowerman & 
Declan McGovern on info@osaacademy.co.uk 

• Football Coaching at TOA 3G Dome: offered by Oxford 
United in the Community: for girls & boys age 4-13 years: 
Tuesday evenings: *5-6pm age 4-8   *6-7pm age 9-12: see 
www.officialsoccerschools.co.uk/oxfordunited or contact 
Maria Waskiel-Smit at community@oufc.co.uk 

• Growing Minds Project: OPEN: if you live in Littlemore and 
have a little one born 2018 onwards, do get in touch to find 
out more about the Growing Minds project & about receiving 
free books.  Email families@peeple.org.uk or call Hayley 
Hayle on 07864 311 964. 

• Growing Minds Stay & Play at SM+SN church: Thursdays 
10-11.30am.  For further information, please contact Lucy 
White.  Email lucy@homestart-oxford.org.uk or call her on 
07734 389 799 

• Gym: TOA: weekdays 5pm-10pm, weekends 9am-9pm.  We 
have Cardio machines (Treadmills, Cross trainers, rowing 
machines & bikes) free weights, and assisted weight 
machines.  To arrange your £15 monthly membership: either 
pop in at reception during gym opening hours or contact us 
on ox4@theoxfordacademy.org 

• Halls for Hire: see separate listing below 

• Isis Ringcraft: show training for dogs and their handlers: face 
to face classes not yet running at LVH: for updates contact 
Sara Nixon: txt: 07721 939 800 or snixon@ntlworld.com  

• Karate: Thursdays: at JHN: *age 4-6yrs Thursdays 3.30-4pm 
*age 7-14yrs Thursdays 4-5pm. Chris Wilmott, 07880 636 123 
or chriswilmott2000@yahoo.com  

• Kendo: TOA: 2.30-4.30 Saturdays: Japanese samurai 'sword' 
fighting with bamboo shinai & wood bokken: for boys+girls, 
men+women age 4yrs to 60+: contact Rowena Dossett: 
Oxford City Kendo Club 07711 285 730, 
rowenadossett@aol.com, or see www.oxfordkendo.com 

• Lacrosse: TOA: Oxford City Lacrosse Club offers men's, 
women's, boys', and girls' training at the all-weather facilities 
at The Oxford Academy.  We train on Monday evenings from 
6:30pm and everyone is welcome, from complete beginners 
to experienced players.  See @ fb: OXLAX,  and 
www.oxfordcitylacrosse.co.uk for more info: contact us at 
oxfordcitylacrosse@hotmail.com 

• Library: Home Library Service: a Home Pick Up & Delivery 
with 2 metre social distancing at door.  Contact Kevin Salway, 
01865 810 259: homelibraryservice@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

• Library: Littlemore Public Library: OPEN at TOA: Monday 
2-5pm | Tuesday 2-5pm | Thursday 9.30am-5pm | Friday and 
Saturday 9.30am-12.30pm.  Contact Sharon Ingram: 
littlemore.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk. Regular events: 

Stay & Play for Under 5s and their carers: toys and 
refreshments are provided: weekly: Tues 2-4pm: speak to 
library staff to register interest 
Friendly Friday Social event for adults: refreshments, 
games, crafting, chat: weekly: Friday 10.30am-12.30pm: 
speak to library staff to register interest 
Reading Group for adults: monthly: Monday 2pm: speak 
to library staff to register interest  
Saturday Craft: for children & carers: materials provided: 
weekly 9.30-12noon: just drop in 

• Littlemore Local History Society: ONLINE via Zoom until 
May 2022:  3rd Weds.  Talks start at 7.30 pm, virtual doors 
open at 7.15pm. In the summer we will offer History Walks.  
Contact the secretary: history.littlemore@gmail.com or see: 
littlemorelocalhistorysociety.wordpress.com 

• Menopause support: ONLINE and in person: Group or 1:1 
sessions with Nina Galley qualified coach and nutritionist: 
changing the story of menopause one foggy brain at a time!   
Get the support you deserve at this transitional time of life.  
Visit www.nourishingspace.co.uk or contact 
nina@nourishingspace.co.uk for a no-obligation chat. 
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• Men’s Breakfast: SM+SN: 2nd Saturday of the month, 
9-10am.  Join us for a Full English and time to talk!  
Suggested donation £5.  Booking required, email 
julian.armitstead@btinternet.com. 

• Music: Community Orchestra: TOA: Weds 7-9pm term 
times.  New members always welcome - no auditions, we just 
play for fun!  See www.cowleyorchestra.weebly.com  

• Music: Newman Concert Series at SM+SN: occasional 
Sundays at 6pm: free with a suggested donation of £10: 
contact Eve McWilliam: admin@littlemorechurch.org or see 
www.littlemorechurch.org 

• Music: Jubilee Brass: If you are a brass player and would like 
to come along to a friendly brass band, all players are 
welcome.  We rehearse Monday/Friday evenings at 
Grace Church Cowley, OX4 2ES.  Please contact Cliff Sadler: 
jubileebrassoxford@gmail.com for details. 

• Music: Jubilate Band: SM+SN: plays in the monthly Jubilate 
Church Service for SM+SN church: contact Rev Margreet 
Armitstead vicar@littlemorechurch.org. 

• Music: Oxford Village Band: LVH: Weds 8-9.30pm termly.  
For over 18s only: Traditional Folk Music in Harmony in the 
style of English village bands of Thomas Hardy’s time.  
Suitable for most squeeze-boxes, woodwinds, brass, fiddle, 
viola, cello & double bass.  Contact Dave Townsend - 
dtmellstock@aol.com or 01865 714778 

• Music: Piano Lessons, & Music Theory: Littlemore: tuition 
for students of any age or stage: Robin Hagues, 01865 770 
894, robin@robinhagues.co.uk (enhanced DBS available for 
inspection) 

• Oxford Aerial Arts (Pole & Aerial Dance, and fitness for 
all): TOA: weekday and weekend classes for all levels. First 
class free using code OAA1STFREE.  Book at 
oxfordaerialarts.com/timetable.  Contact Nicola Ghalmi: 
07909 974 256, oxfordaerialarts@hotmail.com  

• Ozone Centre: Grenoble Road OX4 4XP 
Gravitee Golf: Miniature golf course: 01865 952 646, 
www.graviteegolf.com: our opening hours are extended 
during the school holidays: from April 11th: we will open at 
10am instead of noon: Sun-Weds: 10am-10pm, Thur-Sat: 
10am -11pm 

City Mazes: Escape rooms for teens and adults: 0117 911 
9878, https://citymazes.com/location-oxford 

Hollywood Bowl, Bowling Alley & entertainment centre: 
0844 477 0493 www.hollywoodbowl.co.uk/oxford 

Laser Kombat, Children’s Amusement Centre: 01865 788 
380  https://laserkombat.co.uk/oxford 

Partyman World Of Play, Children’s Amusement Centre: 
01865 788 380 www.partymanworld.co.uk/location/oxford/ 

Vue Cinema Oxford: Multiplex cinema with latest films: 
0345 308 4620, www.myvue.com/cinema/oxford/whats-on 

Frankie & Benny’s: Italian & American comfort-food 
classics.  Dine-in, takeaway, delivery: 01865 778309,  
www.frankieandbennys.com/restaurants/south-east/oxford 

Various other take-aways: for contact details see 
www.thekassamstadium.com/the-kassam-leisure-complex 

• Pilates: Clever Movement Classes: Face-to-face individual & 
Group classes in Littlemore & Iffley with Jane Callaway, 
Physiotherapist.  Some classes continue ONLINE.   All are 
open to new members: see www.clevermovement.co.uk and 
contact: janecallawaypilates@hotmail.co.uk 

• Pop-Up Pilates (Physiotherapist-led) at LVH: Weds at 
*5.30pm & at *6.30pm: ONLINE sessions also available: 
contact Lauren McLeod 07731 321 991, info@pop-up-
pilates.com or see www.pop-up-pilates.com.  

• Reading Group for adults: see Library 
• Restore Shop & Café at Littlemore Hospital: Open Monday-

Friday,10am-2:30pm, pre-order to collect later.  Please check 
our website: www.restore.org.uk or our social media channel: 
oxrestore for updates.  Contact Amy McCauley 
littlemorerecoverygroup@restore.org.uk or 01865 902 098.. 

• Rhythmic Gymnastics Club: for girls from the age of 4years: 
TOA: *Tuesdays 5-6pm , 6-7pm | Fridays 5-6pm, 6-7pm |  
Saturday 9-10am, 10-11am: contact Zuzana Gergelova 
info@oxfordgymnastics.co.uk, www.oxfordgymnastics.co.uk 

• Rugby Training (Littlemore Rugby Club Senior): TOA: 
Northfield Close entrance: OX4 4NH.  Info is updated daily @ 
fb: Littlemore RFC-Littlemore Rugby Club, contact Carl Wright 
07515 120 460, carl.wright@chch.ox.ac.uk or Jason Chambers 
jasonpaulchambers@hotmail.com 07796 607 740 

• Rugby training (Littlemore Rugby Club Mini & Junior: 5-14 
yrs, all abilities welcome): TOA: Northfield Close entrance: 
OX4 4NH:  training Sundays at 10am.  Please contact John 
Perry 07766 954 922 or lrfcminichair@gmail.com for more 
information.  

• Slimming World: RBL: dietary advice and support: Thursdays 
5.30 and 7pm (current govt CoViD advisory practices apply): 
Sarah Phipps: 07921 187 625 or sltinton@aol.com. 

• Social Groups for adults: see Afternoon tea, Barberi Club, 
Coffee morning +sing-along, Community Café (children 
welcome), WI, & the Library listings.  

• Women’s Institute: SVH: meets at 7.30pm on 2nd Thursday 
in each month usually in Sandford Village Hall (August is a 
special social meeting).  Contact: Jill Love 01865 716 557, 
jpappslove@hotmail.com, Carole Tasker 01865 748 300 or 
07876 701 151, or caroletasker27@gmail.com, or message 
our Fb page Sandford-on-Thames Women's Institute.  

• Woodturners Club: at LVH: Club nights are second Thursday 
each month except December (club AGM): 7pm start.  
Newcomers are very welcome, no matter what level of 
experience: entry is free for your first 2 sessions.  Contact 
owc_secretary@yahoo.com for more information or see 
www.oxonwoodturners.com.   

• Yoga: Mama Flow Yoga: with Sara Barker:  Senior Yoga 
Teacher, trained in Osteopathy, Acupuncture, Pilates & Yoga. 
Women’s Health, Pregnancy, Post-natal & Baby Specialist.  
Booking essential at www.momoyoga.com/mama-flow-yoga 
or Message 07974 647 124: Zoom and other sessions also 
available: please ask about concessions 

Baby Yoga & Post-natal Yoga: LVH: Tuesdays at 10.30am.  
Pregnancy Yoga: LVH: Mondays at 7.30pm.   
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• Youth Ambition: Contact Paul Alcorn, Active Communities 
team: 07483 011 060 or  palcorn@oxford.gov.uk 
Youth Club: LCC: Thursdays 4-6pm during school term 
times: free: open to young people aged 11-19.   Come chill, 
have fun and enjoy activities, trips, games, cooking, 
gaming, arts & craft, music and so much more!  
Girls’ Youth Club, Boxing, Football & Multi-sports sessions 
available at other centres 
Aspiration: Career & Employment advice for 16-24 yrs-
olds: free at RHCC: *Tues 10-12noon CV Skills;  *Tues 
1-3pm Job Club; *Weds 10-4pm Employment drop in;  
*Thurs 10-12.30pm Employability training sessions;  *Thurs 
1-3pm Well-being courses. 

• Youth Groups: Beavers (age 6-8): Brownies (girls 7-10 yrs): 
Cubs (age 8-10½ ): Explorers (age 14-18) and Scouts (age 
10½-14): see their individual websites for details 

• Zumba: TOA: Mondays 7-8pm: those over 15yrs of age, and 
of all ability are welcome: booking is essential: see 
www.zumba-Steffi.co.uk or contact Steffani Herring-Hall 

• Zumba: LCC: *Mondays 6:30-7:30 pm Zumba & Toning (with 
weights) and Thursdays 6:30pm-7:30 pm Zumba: suitable for 
all fitness levels - there are many ways to keep fit and/or lose 
weight – some are just more fun!  £6 per class (concession if 
attending multi classes in month).  Contact: Pat Meade 07957 
491 868 or patsimeade63@gmail.com 

———————————————————————————— 

HALLS FOR HIRE: potential hirers must complete a risk assessment, and 
comply with CoViD-19 regulations. 
• The Oxford Academy: Beecroft Theatre, Bistro Hall, Events 

Rooms, Sports Hall, 3G Full size floodlit pitch, 3G Dome, 
Astroturf pitches, Grass pitches, Dance Studio, Fitness Suite, 
Drama studio and Classrooms:  
at TOA, Sandy Lane West, Littlemore, OX4 6JZ.   
Contact OX4 Community Facilities: 01865 783 238 or 
ox4@theoxfordacademy.org  

• Littlemore Village Hall: Hall with kitchen, stage & garden:  
at Railway Lane, Littlemore, OX4 4PY.   
Now available to hire for organised classes, meetings, 
worship, and family gatherings.    
See website at www.littlemorevillagehall.org.   
Contact: littlemorevillagehall@gmail.com 

• Royal British Legion Littlemore: Functions rooms, Games 
room with snooker tables, darts boards and Bar:  
at Lakefield Road, Littlemore, OX4 4LZ. 
See www.littlemorebritishlegion.co.uk.   
Contact Katie Tutty 01865 778 869 or 
littlemorerbl@gmail.com. 

• The Newman Meeting Place: various flexible spaces 
including a kitchen able to cater for 100: suitable for 
meetings, conferences, exhibitions, groups, concerts etc:  
at St Mary & St Nicholas Church, Sandford Road, nr OX4 4PB. 
See www.littlemorechurch.org/venue-hire.html 
Contact julian.armitstead@btinternet.com  

 

LITTLEMORE SCHOOLS 
Emmanuel Christian School: www.ecschool.co.uk,  
    email: admin@ecschool.org.uk    
John Henry Newman Academy: www.jhnacademy.co.uk  

Mabel Prichard Secondary School: www.mabelprichard.org 
The Oxford Academy: www.theoxfordacademy.org.uk 

St John Fisher Catholic Primary School:  
    www.st-john-fisher.oxon.sch.uk   

———————————————————————————— 
FAITH GROUPS: general info:  
for St Mary & St Nicholas church news, see front page.  
• St Mary and St Nicholas C of E Church, Sandford Road, 

near OX4 4PB: website: www.littlemorechurch.org.  
Vicar: Rev Margreet Armitstead vicar@littlemorechurch.org.  
General enquiries: admin@littlemorechurch.org,  
*Sunday Services 
Our Sunday Church service is at 10am.  Online Zoom Services 
continue for those unable to attend.  Find a link for the Zoom 
meeting on: www.littlemorechurch.org/church-services.html 
*Prayer: the church is open for prayer: 

• Silent Prayer: Tuesdays & Thursdays 8am 
• Morning Prayer: Tuesdays & Thursdays: 8.30-9am 

*We also have several online prayer meetings: except where 
stated please see the website for Zoom details & updates. 
• Silent Prayer: Mon, Weds & Fridays: 7am  
• Contemplative (Silent) Prayer, especially for beginners & 

explorers: Thursdays 7pm fortnightly (please email the 
vicar for details).  You may join us for any length of time.  

*The church is also open for: 
*Coffee mornings with a singalong: Mondays 10.30-12noon 
*Open Church: 10am-12noon Wednesdays: coffee, prayer, 
conversation.  

• Emmanuel Church Oxford: Littlemore Connect Group:  We 
meet weekly on Wednesday evenings at various locations in 
Littlemore.  On the 4th Wednesday (27 April, 25 May) we 
meet with others locally for worship and prayer for Littlemore 
at 8pm in The Newman Meeting Place, St Mary & St Nicholas 
Church. Everyone is welcome. For further details, contact Paul 
Billingham: pauldavidb@gmail.com.  For more information 
about Emmanuel Church, see: www.emmanueloxford.org. 

• Littlemore Baptist Church: Edith Kempson House, Chapel 
Lane, Littlemore, OX4 4QB:  www.littlemorebaptist.org.uk.  
Priest in charge: post vacant from 27 March: meanwhile 
Sunday services continue: 10:30am-12noon: the windows are 
open for ventilation; please wear a mask, use hand sanitiser, 
and have a lateral flow test no more than 24 hours before.  
Email: littlemorebaptists@gmail.com. 

• Blessed Dominic Barberi Roman Catholic Church, Cowley 
Road, Littlemore, OX4 4JX  
www.bldominicbarberioxford.org.uk 

• Coptic Church, Oxford: meets occasionally at Littlemore 
Village Hall: see www.facebook.com/
CopticOrthodoxChurchOxford 

• New Life Church: Sunday services in Nepali, for Nepalese 
believers, at Littlemore Village Hall: see: www.nccuk.org/site/
church/new-life-church 
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ROSE HILL ADVICE CENTRE…  
… an independent charity,  
grant-aided by Oxford City Council  
& supported by Littlemore Parish Council.   

We serve Rose Hill, Donnington & Littlemore, 
and offer free advice in confidence to all local residents looking 
for help sorting out benefits, debt, and housing issues.   

Should the need arise, we will represent you in Courts of Law 
(for debt, rent arrears, eviction or mortgage repossession). 

• Find us: in the Rose Hill Community Centre, Carole's Way,  
off Ashhurst Way, Rose Hill, OX4 4HF 
• Drop in sessions: 
Monday 9:30am-12:30pm | Tuesday 2pm-4pm | Wednesday 
9:30am-12:30pm | Thursday 2pm-4pm 
• Appointment only sessions: 
Monday 2pm-4pm | Tuesday 9:30am-12:30pm | Thursday 
9:30am-12:30pm 
• You can also find us:  
   *online at rhdadvice.org  
   *email: admin@rhdadvice.org.  
   *freephone 0800 170 0156 or 01865 438 634  
         Monday to Thursday from 9.30am to 4.00pm. 

Sarah Meziu, Manager 

———————————————————————————— 

THE COMMUNITY EMERGENCY FOOD BANK 
www.cefoxford.co.uk  
If your household is facing a shortage of 
essential, non-perishable food, you can ask to 
be referred to us:  please contact your doctor, 
one of the advice agencies, a community or 
housing worker, your children’s school, a church 
minister, counsellor, or other professional person to refer you.  
Following referral you will be able to collect a food parcel: its 
size will depend on your circumstances & household size.  You 
may pick up your parcel within 2 weeks of your referral.  Please 
bring identification for yourself & anyone you are collecting for. 

• Monday & Wednesday 12 noon to 2 pm:  Barton 
Neighbourhood Centre: Underhill Circus, OX3 9LS 

• Tuesday & Friday 12 noon to 2 pm:   St Francis Church, 
Hollow  Way;  Headington, OX3 7JF 

• Thursday  10 am to 11:30 am:  Littlemore Baptist Church: 
Edith Kempson House, Chapel Lane, Littlemore, OX4 4QB 

If you would like to consider helping CEF as a volunteer please 
email info@cefoxford.co.uk                                   Andrew Bevan 
 

————————————————————————————- 

NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICE  
Find us at Rose Hill Community Centre,  
Carole’s Way, OX4 4HF 

Now under the leadership of Sgt Rosie Campbell.   

Contact the team: 
• Ring 101 for non emergency calls, or 999 for emergencies 
• email OxfordSouthEastNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk. 
Follow us on: 
• Twitter – ‘TVP Oxford’ or  
• Facebook – ‘Thames Valley Police’ 
www.thamesvalleyalaert.co.uk 

———————————————————————————— 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
• To report needles, sharps, offensive graffiti, or graffiti on public 
buildings, council properties and in parks, cemeteries and bus 
shelters: report online at https://www.oxford.gov.uk/info/20095/
do_it_online or telephone Oxford Direct Services on 01856 249 
811 (they’ll give advice about graffiti on private property, too). 

• To report Dog Fouling, Noise, Fly Tipping etc:  
Contact the Community Response Team, Oxford City Council:  
email saferoxford@oxford.gov.uk, or phone 01865 252 969.   

• To report a lost, or a stray dog: contact the Dog Warden service 
at the City Council:  on 01865 249 811 or www.oxford.gov.uk/info/
20059/dogs/166/report_a_lost_dog. 

• Out of Hours Noise Complaints: 01865 249 811.  

• To report Anti-Social Behaviour, contact the police on 101 (999 if 
it’s an emergency) or the Anti-Social Behaviour Investigation 
Team, Ox City Council: saferoxford@oxford.gov.uk or telephone 
01865 252 969. 

• To report Illegal parking email parking@oxfordshire.gov.uk, or go 
to https://service.oxfordshire.gov.uk/reportparkedvehicle.  

If a road or pavement is obstructed, call the police on 101.  

• If you don’t know who to call to 
report things that need fixing, 
cleaning or clearing, like potholes, 
noisy manhole covers, or out of 
phase street lights, go to 
FixMyStreet: www.fixmystreet.com. 

• To join your local Neighbourhood 
Watch Group, see 
www.ourwatch.org.uk. 

————————————————————————————- 
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Saturday 2nd April 
2.30-4.30pm

2022

all are welcome to   
tea, cake, conversation, 
with a sale of plants, books, dvds  

& hand-made cards, 
it’s also an opportunity to meet some of 

your parish councillors 
organised by Littlemore Village Hall Committee  

to join, or to help, please contact  
c.drinkwater760@btinternet.com 

Saturday 7th May 
2.30-4.30pm

2022

all are welcome: 
tea, cake, conversation, 

craft and gift stalls: 
it’s also an opportunity to meet  
some of your parish councillors 

◉ 

organised by Littlemore Village Hall Committee  
to join, or to help, please contact  

c.drinkwater760@btinternet.com 

Saturday 4th June 
2.30-4.30pm

2022

all are welcome: 
tea, cake, conversation, 

share memories of the last 70 years  
◉ 

organised by Littlemore Village Hall Committee  
to join, or to help, please contact  

c.drinkwater760@btinternet.com 



WHAT DOES OXFORD MEAN TO YOU?  
Council launches art competition…on 11 March! 
The closing date is 20 March! 
Oxford City Council has launched an art competition to give 
people a chance to see their designs on display boards used at 
key events in the city throughout the year, such as the May 
Morning celebrations. 

The Council is looking for a wide range of designs that 
embrace the broadest range of people in all of Oxford’s 
communities. 

Everyone, whatever age, is welcome to enter, whether an 
existing artist, budding amateur or complete novice.  
There are at least 15 winning places available.   
Entrants may be individuals or groups. 

Work can be in any 2D medium: eg drawing, painting or 
collage. 

Designs should convey one or more of the following: 
•Showcasing the hidden gems of the city, not just the obvious 
landmarks 
•Reflecting the diversity of Oxford’s communities across the 
whole city 
•Unearthing lesser known stories of the city’s history 
•Celebrating the city’s cultural and sporting vibrancy 
•Embracing carbon zero 

Dimensions: The display boards are landscape and measure 
1.2 metres (height) x 2.4 metres (width) so, for printing 
purposes, the art work should be created in a landscape format 
where the length is twice the size of the width (e.g., 14cm 
(height) x 28cm (width). 

Entrants just need to submit a photo of their original 
artwork:  keep the original so it can be professionally scanned 
to print on to the display boards. 

Entries should be submitted digitally and must be received 
by midnight on Sunday 20 March 2022. 

For more information, please visit: 
https://www.oxford.gov.uk/info/20137/culture/1509/
event_boards_art_competition 

 

Drawing by Tim Steward, Littlemore 

COVID UPDATE 
Coronavirus infections appear to be 
rising in England, especially in adults 
over 55, after a brief sharp decline.   
The rise is caused by increasing 
presence of the highly transmissible 
BA.2 sub-lineage of Omicron.   
(Info correct at the time of going to 
press.) 

On 21 February, the Joint Committee on Vaccination and 
Immunisation recommended that a Spring Covid-19 booster 
should be offered (approximately 6 months after the last 
Covid-19 vaccine dose) to  

• adults aged 75 years and over;  
• residents in a care home for older adults;  
• anyone aged 12 years & over who is immunosuppressed.   

This is being rolled out, and the booster roll out may be 
widened.   

Meanwhile people in Oxfordshire are being urged to act with 
caution and consideration: 

Ansaf Azhar, Oxfordshire County Council’s Director for 
Public Health, said 

• Be considerate. If you feel ill, then you should still stay away 
from others and remain at home while you have symptoms.  
As with any other infection, no-one will thank you for sharing 
it. 

• Be aware.  There will be many in our community who will be 
extremely nervous.  Be conscious of other people’s situations 
and what they are comfortable with, and adjust your 
behaviour accordingly. 

• Be cautious.  Making sensible decisions, such as wearing a 
face-covering in crowded places and letting fresh air into 
indoor spaces does not mean restricting what you do. 

• Be mindful of the fact that our health and social care system 
remains under huge pressure.  So please only visit hospital 
emergency departments in genuine emergencies.  Call 111 if 
your medical issue is not life-threatening. 

• Be vaccinated:  vaccines remain our most importance line of 
defence against the virus, and I would urge anyone who has 
not yet had their first, second or booster jab to come forward.  
The booster roll out may be widened: please keep in touch 
with government announcements and come forward for a 
further jab when you are invited to do so by the NHS. 

 

HEALTHWATCH OXFORDSHIRE  
SEEKS NEW TRUSTEES 
Healthwatch Oxfordshire is the 
independent champion for everyone who uses health and social 
care services.  We are here to find out what matters to people, 
and to help make sure their views shape the services they need.  
If you care about the way local health and care services are run 
and can spare some time to help get the right services to 
the people who really need them, please think about joining 
us as a Trustee.  This is a voluntary role and a really exciting 
opportunity to make a difference. To find out more about the 
role and how to apply see www.healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk/
news/becomeatrustee.  You can also contact us for more 
information on 01865 520 520 or at 
hello@healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk. 
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NEW TO OXFORD AND TO LITTLEMORE? 
GO Active Families brings together information about ways in 
which families can spend time together, move more, and have 
fun in Oxford City.  See: www.oxford.gov.uk/goactivefamilies.  
Daily Information www.dailyinfo.co.uk is a great resource, too!  

HOMESHARE OXFORDSHIRE 
Homeshare, part of Age UK Oxfordshire carefully matches older 
people who are looking for help or for companionship at home, 
with another person who can lend a hand, and who needs 
affordable accommodation.  The Sharer gives the Householder 
up to 10 hours of their time each week as a combination of 
companionship and practical help and makes a monthly 
payment to Homeshare Oxfordshire of no more than £200 pcm.   
Find out more at www.homeshareoxfordshire.org.uk.  

Marian Pocock and Vicki Baker, 
homeshare@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk, 01865 410 670 

AGE UK: SCAMS AWARENESS 
If you fall victim to a financial, data or romance or scam, on your 
doorstep or via the internet, you’re not alone.  To increase your 
awareness find resources at www.ageuk.org.uk/cheshireeast/
our-services/scams-awareness.  We also offer individual support 
for people over 50 who have been scammed or who are at risk: 
ring our Oxfordshire helpline 0345 450 1276.     Mandy Massam 

CITY COUNCIL CUSTOMER SERVICES MOVE TO LIBRARY 
Oxford City Council’s face-to-face customer services have 
moved to Westgate Central Library, where Oxfordshire County 
Council offers a similar service.  This should be more 
convenient for customers wishing to do business with both 
councils.  It’s a one year pilot: the change will be permanent if it 
works.  City Council staff will be available: 10.30am to 3.30pm 
on Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays.  Drop in, or book an 
appointment on 01865 249 811.  Take the lift to the 2nd floor! 
Citizens Advice Oxford is also moving to the Library 
It provides customers with confidential & impartial advice 
whatever problems they face.  It’s open 10am to 1pm Mondays 
& Wednesdays.  Find details of our local advice centre at Rose 
Hill on page 10. 

LITTLEMORE LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY 
We meet via Zoom: 3rd Weds: virtual doors open at 7.15pm for 
a talk at 7.30pm.  *April 20: Beacons of the past, a prehistoric 
Chilterns landscape, by Wendy Morrison   *May 18: The 
medieval nunnery of Studley Priory: a history and comparison 
with Littlemore Priory, by Katie Hambrook.  To join, contact the 
secretary: history.littlemore@gmail.com or see: https://
littlemorelocalhistorysociety.wordpress.com.        Bryan Finegan 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN SWIFTS? 
The RSPB in Oxford does an annual swift 
survey: volunteers are needed to scan local 
areas, defined by OS map squares.  It takes just 
one or two hours in the evening, twice a month 
during late May, June & July.   
Online video training is provided.  If you’d like 
to help, please contact me at OxfordSwiftCity@rspb.org.uk.      

        Colm Ó Caomhánaigh, Oxford Swift City Group 

ARE YOU AWARE OF THE STAMP SWAP? 
See the front page for details. 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR PAID WORK 
Free* training, and local opportunities to work in Oxford leisure 
facilities.  Fusion Lifestyle in partnership with Oxford City 
Council is offering free* training for people to work in their local 
leisure centres.  Opportunities are available at Barton, Ferry, 
and Leys Pools & Leisure Centres, at Hinksey heated Outdoor 
Pool (Apr-Sep), and at Oxford Ice Rink.  We need Lifeguards, 
Fitness Instructors, Cleaners, Swimming Teachers, and Assistant 
Managers. 
Benefits for joining your local leisure centre teams include: - 

• Flexible working hours 
• Free use of facilities (worth up to £700pa) 
• The Oxford Living Wage (£10.50ph from1 April) 
• Great career development. 

For more details and to apply please visit https://www.fusion-
lifestyle.com/careers/ 

*Terms & Conditions apply 
Lucy Cherry,  Community Services, OCC 

 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO VOLUNTEER 

MUM AND BABY YOGA IN LITTLEMORE…review 
I have a baby age 6 months, and with a 
loud and energetic pre-schooler also at 
home, I don’t get as much time to focus 
on the baby as I would like.   
Sara Barker's mother and baby yoga 
class is the perfect opportunity to spend 
some quality time with my little one, and 
time with other mothers and babies: 
there’s singing and massage for the 
babies, and some gentle yoga for parents.  We highly 
recommend it!                                     Layla (Littlemore resident) 

It’s Tuesdays at 10.30 am, in Littlemore Village Hall. 
There's a class for pregnant women, too. 
For more detail and contact info, see Yoga: Mama Flow Yoga 
in the What’s On listings. 

DANCING 4 FRIENDS OF THE EARTH OXFORDSHIRE. 
Oxford Aerial Arts is holding a special event at the 
Oxford Academy: 6:30-9pm, March 26.  Join them for an 
evening of Pole & Aerial Hoop and Dance.  Buy tickets 
at https://linktr.ee/NicolaOAA.  All proceeds go to the 
environmental charity Friends of the Earth.     Contact 
Nicola Ghalmi: 07909 974 256, 
oxfordaerialarts@hotmail.com.                       Kat Kelly 
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September 2020  

Job Description 

 

Job Title:  Recreation Assistant  
 
Job Purpose: Ensure a safe and enjoyable customer experience for all users of the 

&HQWUH¶V�facility 
 
Reporting Line: Assitant Manager (on duty), Centre Management Team 
 
Direct Reports: NA 
 
Working Relationships (Internal/External): Centre Management Team 
    Operational Team 
    Members of the Public 
    
Hygiene and Safety: 
� Champion in role and take personal responsibility for all hygiene, health and safety policy 

and procedure 
� Carry out pool testing and other health and safety checks as directed by Centre 

Management, passing results immediately to the appropriate person and escalating 
potential issues promptly 

� Safely support managing customer flow and expectation of waiting times where 
appropriate 

� Undertake all day-to-day cleaning, maintenance and remedial work of relevant equipment 
and fittings to the highest possible standards, carrying out inspections and bringing to the 
attention of the Centre Management any faults or major repairs 

� Proactively direct and manage customer behaviour during use of the pool and other 
relevant facilities, to ensure highest possible levels of safety and enjoyment 

 
Customer Care and Satisfaction: 
� Actively engage with members of the public in their use of the facilities, encouraging 

repeat bookings, dealing with any customer queries and delivering a high level of 
customer service 

� Action the handling of customer feedback, escalating complaints where appropriate 
� Establish and maintain excellent relationships with our customers and potential customers 
� Adhere to the Equality and Diversity and Health and Safety policies and operating 

procedures, customer service standards and uniform policy at all times 
� Ensure all concerns of a safeguarding nature are referred in a timely and appropriate 

PDQQHU��LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�)XVLRQ¶V�6DIHJXDUGLQJ�3ROLF\ 
� Participate in sale and daily lead generation activities as directed 
� Communicate and promote Centre services and revenue opportunities 
 
Other Tasks and Responsibilities: 
� Supervise the pool in accordance with RLSS standards and site NOP and EAP  
� Assist with daily operations ensuring effective, accurate and timely set-ups, take-downs 

and changeovers 
� Assist with the preparation of all areas for activities and special events as required 
� Assist with deliveries to the centre, storage and stock control 
� Maintain own mandatory qualifications and CPD/ training requirements 
 
Essential Criteria: 
 
Qualifications 
� National Pool Lifeguard Qualification (NPLQ) (Essential) 

 
Experience 
� Experience of working in a comparable role (preferable) 
� Experience of delivering first class customer service to a diverse client base (preferable) 
 
Knowledge & Skills 
� Understanding of relevant health and safety legislation, and the ability 

to exercise these in the workplace 

If you love aircraft, action and adventure, 
then the RAF Air Cadets is for you. 

If aged 20 or over

INSPIRE THE 
NEXT GENERATION
Become an adult instructor with the RAF Cadets.

Training is provided. Have fun, make life-long friends 
and even achieve valuable quali!cations.

Help cadets develop leadership and team working skills.

We have a wide range of civilian and uniformed roles 
available.

You could even !nd yourself out on the hills, 
adventure training, canoeing and visiting air!elds.

The RAF Air Cadets comprises both the Air Training 
Corps and the Combined Cadet Force (RAF) at 960 
community-based units and 230 schools, respectively, 
across the UK and overseas.

Call: 0345 600 6601 
or visit www.raf.mod.uk/aircadets 

JOIN US . . . 
RAF Air Cadets recruiting now!

Royal Air Force Air Cadets

@aircadets

������&RZOH\��6TQ�����
6DQGO\�/DQH�:HVW��2;���/'��ZZZ�DLUFDGHWV�WY������
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LITTLEMORE PARISH COUNCIL 

2021 -2 Council Chair: Cllr Sue Stewart            2021-2 Council Vice-Chair: Cllr David Henwood 

MEMBERS 

Cllr Susie Aldridge  Cllr Michele Paule Cllr Sue Stewart 

Cllr Tiago Corais Cllr Sadiea Mustafa-Awan Cllr Maggie Willis 

Cllr Michael Evans  Cllr Janice Pullen  

Cllr David Henwood Cllr Anna Railton 7 vacancies 

COMMITTEES 

Finance & General Purposes Committee Planning Committee Personnel Committee 

Chair: David Henwood Chair: Jan Pullen Chair: Maggie Willis  

Members Members Members 
Susie Aldridge Susie Aldridge Susie Aldridge 
Tiago Corais Michael Evans Michael Evans 
Sue Stewart Sue Stewart David Henwood 

Maggie Willis  Sue Stewart 
Michael Evans   

WORKING GROUPS 

Climate & 

Biodiversity 

Community 

Engagement 
Neighbourhood Plan Small Grants 

Transport & 

Connectivity 
I T 

Susie Aldridge Susie Aldridge Tiago Corais Susie Aldridge Tiago Corais (L) David Henwood 

Tiago Corais Janice Pullen (L) Maggie Willis (L) Anna Railton Michael Evans Anna Railton (L) 
Janice Pullen Sue Stewart  Sue Stewart Anna Railton  

Anna Railton (L)   Maggie Willis (L)   

      

Each Working Group has a lead member (L) who will write reports & provide updates to the Clerk and Council. 

Membership of all working groups is open to the public: please contact the lead member to express your interest. 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Clerk: Post Vacant.  However, you can still write to the whole Parish Council via the Clerk: by email at: 
clerk@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk  

or by letter to Littlemore Parish Council, c/o Sandford Lodge, 24 Lawn Upton Close, Littlemore, Oxford, OX4 4QF 
 

Assistant Clerk: Daniela Harrison: email asstclerk@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 

If you wish to contact individual Councillors, here are their preferred contact details: 

Cllr Susie Aldridge susie.aldridge@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk Cllr Janice Pullen jan.pullen@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Cllr Tiago Corais cllrtcorais@oxford.gov.uk Cllr Anna Railton anna.railton@littlemoreparishcouncoil.gov.uk 

Cllr Michael Evans michael.evans@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk Cllr Sue Stewart sue.stewart@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Cllr David Henwood david.henwood@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk  telephone: 01865 711 332 
Cllr Sadiea 

Mustafa-Awan s.m.awan@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk Cllr Maggie Willis maggie.willis@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Cllr Michele Paule michele.paule@oxfordshire.gov.uk   

    

FULL COUNCIL MEETINGS  

Full Council Meetings are held at Littlemore Village Hall, Railway Lane, OX4 4PY, from 7-9pm on the 2nd Tuesday each 
month except August.  If you wish to attend, please contact the clerk in advance.  For news about the meetings, and 

minutes of meetings, please contact the Clerk or check the Parish Council website:  www.littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

 



CONTROVERSIAL DEVELOPMENTS IN RAILWAY LANE 
(see Planning Matters on the next page) 
The clearance of 1.5 hectares of partially contaminated, but re-
wilded land for use as a crowded City Council housing estate 
has stimulated the formation of an action group, 
alittlemorecommunity@gmail.com.  While some may see them 
as NIMBYs, they have wider concerns about the possibly that 
Littlemore, which is already somewhat cut of from primary care 
services, and which already has poor health outcomes, faces 
being squeezed full with Council Housing placed in locations 
which many would regard as unhealthy. 

Their concerns about the proposed Railway Lane development 
are expressed below.  Whatever your views, they invite you to 
copy them into your email if you express them to planning.  
(Find the Parish Council’s objections on page 15.) 

Concerns expressed by ‘ALittlemore Community’ 
• The land was an oil tanker depot and is contaminated: we 
understand that there are unsafe levels of asbestos, lead and 
arsenic in the soil.  Our group has asked for more details 
about the long term efficacy of proposed remediation work.  
• Access is via Railway Lane which is narrow and not suitable for 
additional traffic.  There are no plans to mitigate the risks. 

• Overdevelopment of site: permission was previously denied 
for 106 dwellings (71 dwellings/hectare) on the basis that 
this represented overdevelopment, both because of the 
density of the proposal and the fact it was located in an area 
with poor public transport and limited amenities such as 
General Medical and Dental Practices. 

• Biodiversity - the site was cleared before the biodiversity 
assessment.  This breaches regulations.  A biodiversity net 
gain assessment should be based on assessment of the site 
before the developer cleared it of trees and greenery.  

• Parking: there are fewer parking spaces than dwelling (0.4 per 
household): the aim is  to encourage walking + cycling, but 
people will want to own cars and they will inevitably have 
visitors with cars.  Spill over parking will occur, and Railway 
Lane/Chapel Lane are already full.  When the previous 
application was refused 110 parking spaces for 106 dwellings 
was considered an inadequate number. 

• Pollution: the traffic assessment was carried out during 
lockdown when roads were quieter.  It is not representative of 
traffic conditions within Littlemore. 

• Cumulative impact of all developments (see the next issue for 
more about this). 

• Carbon foot print - the plan includes gas boilers which is at 
odds with the Council's green ambitions. 

• There are no plans for infrastructure improvements such as a 
health centre, dentist etc, for a rising population. 

Ruth McNamara 

FOCUS ON THE PARISH COUNCIL 
Sadiea Mustafa-Awan our new parish 
councillor, co-opted on Tuesday 8 March, was 
born and raised in Oxford.  She worked for 
former MP Andrew Smith for 10 years, serving 
the community in Oxford city.   

Sadiea has lived in Littlemore for 8 years.  

Sadiea says, "I joined the Parish Council because I would like to 
make a difference in our local community and improve our 
home for the benefit of all residents.” 

UKCF Summer and Winter camps will be advertised later. 
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EASTER CAMP 
APRIL 19-22 

NEW HOMES OPEN IN 
ARMSTRONG ROAD 
Housing association 
Catalyst has taken over 
the first completed 
apartment building at 
Newman Place in 
Armstrong Road.   

Named after St John 
Henry Newman, this is a 
100% affordable 
development that will 
bring 270 new homes: 
108 for social rent, and 
162 for shared ownership.   

The new homes are being 
built over four phases, 
with the development 
due to be completed in 
summer 2023.   

(Look out in the next issue for 
more about this.)



PLANNING MATTERS:  
MAJOR PLANNING APPLICATIONS and PROPOSALS 

21/03328/OUTFUL: Northfield House and adjacent sports 
field, off Sandy Lane West, OX4 6LD: www.oxford.gov.uk/
northfieldhostel: 61 new homes, to include 10 houses, and 51 
council flats with parking for 17 cars (LITTLEMORE LOCAL 441).  
Approved in spite of serious local objection. 

21/01176/FUL RAILWAY LANE: Dominion Oil: 91 homes with 
0.4 parking spaces per household: see LITTLEMORE LOCAL issue 
437 & 438.   
Revised plans were submitted on March 1: residents were given 
just 1 week to lodge a comment online, though no-one who 
had already commented was notified.  It is still possible to 
submit comments right up until the cabinet meeting at which 
the application will be considered (date yet unknown and there 
appears to be no easy way to be notified).   
Littlemore Parish Council submitted further objections:   

• Littlemore Parish Council is concerned by the proximity of this 
large development to the conservation area in Littlemore, 
particular with reference to the historic barn in Railway Lane 
which borders the road and will be subjected to a large 
increase in traffic, and associated pollution and vibration. 

• LPC is also concerned about ecological studies carried out on 
the flora and fauna in the area, and the destruction of 
habitats.  The preliminary ecological study and site survey 
were conducted after the site was cleared: the ground had 
already been disturbed and the trees cut down.  The 
addendum to the report (dated November 2021) indicates 
populations of slow worms (protected species) and bats.   

• The applicant is not clear about how sustainable these homes 
will be: there is insufficient description of proposed insulation 
and the use of heating systems to reduce Carbon emissions. 

The land at Railway Lane Littlemore is owned by W E Black, the 
parent Company of the Cantay Group.  In spring 2021 well 
before the application was submitted Cantay announced that it 
& the City Council Housing Company had already agreed terms 
for the sale of a completed development as a wholly affordable 
housing development.  Both would have been aware of the 
history of the 1.5 hectare site where in 2005 an application to 
build 105 homes (33 houses, 64 flats & 8 live/work units) with 
110 parking spaces was refused on the following grounds: 

• The then applicant had not provided a measured tree survey, 
or tree assessment 

• Over development: 71 units per hectare was excessive for an 
outer suburban site where amenities are limited and public 
transport was poor (it is no better now). 

• Adverse impact on some existing neighbourhood properties 
to the detriment of their residential amenities 

• Inadequate private outdoor amenity space and inadequate 
open space/children’s play area for the whole site 

• Inadequate park parking for an outer suburban area where 
public transport was poor and amenities limited 

• The site is contaminated by its previous use and there was no 
acceptable remediation and mitigation strategy 

• Loss of semi natural habitat.  Part was described as a 
greenfield site adjacent both to a Site of Local Interest for 
Nature Conservation, and a railway corridor.  

• In adequate attention to the need to use sustainable 
resources. 

This planning application has stimulated the formation of an 
Action Group alittlemorecommunity@gmail.com whose 
concerns are expressed on p 15.  They invite you to copy them 
into your email if you express your concerns to planning. 
 

PLANS FOR OUR LOCAL GREEN BELT: Plans are moving 
ahead for the construction of 3000 New Homes off Grenoble 
Road in Sandford: www.oxfordsciencevillage.com: see issues 
437 & 442 of LITTLEMORE LOCAL: this is South Oxfordshire DC so 
will not appear on the City Planning Website. 

KASSAM STADIUM: Possible move of OUFC to a new stadium 
in Kidlington.  See LITTLEMORE LOCAL issue 443.  The decision was 
delayed to allow for public consultation.  SODC Cabinet will 
now meet the day after this issue of LITTLEMORE LOCAL is 
published.  In spite of opposition in Kidlington they are advised 
to progress the project.  A document which you can find at 
https://mycouncil.oxfordshire.gov.uk/documents/s59843/
CA_MAR1522 lays out what would be required as remediation.  
There is no mention of remediation to Littlemore if the club, 
which supports local young people & schools, moves away.   
Whether or not OUFC moves, the 2036 Oxford Plan says: 
‘Planning permission will be granted for a residential-led 
development and public open space on the Kassam Stadium 
sites.  The minimum number of homes to be delivered is 150…. 
The football stadium should remain (unless it has been replaced 
elsewhere in Oxford or in proximity to Oxford).’  When the land 
was sold, it was agreed that it be used for leisure. 
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NO NEWS  21/02984/CT3: 17 New Parking Spaces on the grassy play area of the flats at 28-50 St Nicholas Rd & 2-24 Grange Rd (see LITTLEMORE LOCAL 436).             
   21/03114/CT3: Lanham Way, off Sandford Road, OX4 4PU: Erection of 14 affordable dwellings on a former workshop site (see LITTLEMORE LOCAL issue 439).

AMENITIES QUESTIONNAIRE (see back page: overleaf) 
Appendix 1 
Littlemore Venues available, or for hire for public use include:  
2 Recreation grounds with fields & children’s play equipment; Indoor & outdoor 
sports & teaching facilities at The Oxford Academy; Littlemore Village Hall; Edith 
Kempson Hall; John Henry Newman Academy Hall; Littlemore Community 
Centre; Blessed Dominic Barberi Church Hall; Royal British Legion Club Halls; 
Rooms at the Indoor Bowls Club. 
Appendix 2 
Some of our existing clubs/leisure activities:  
Acrobatics parkour +stunts; Angling; Air & Army cadets; Allotments; Badminton; 
Indoor bowls; Ten-pin bowling; Children’s stay & play and other groups; Coffee 
mornings, Afternoon teas and other adult social groups; Dance; Pole dance; Jive; 
Football; Futsal; Gym/fitness training; Rhythmic gymnastics; Lacrosse; Laser tag 
games; Martial arts; Maze escape games; Multiscreen Cinema; Orchestra; 
Village band and Brass band; Piano and violin lessons; Performing arts; Pilates; 
Reading group; Rugby; informal Singing groups; Woodturning; Yoga for 
women; Youth club; Zumba.  There are 2 Pubs in the village, a Fish Bar, and 
various other eateries/takeaways in the village and on the Stadium site. 
We also have sports courts available for American football, Cricket; Basketball & 
Netball, and Tennis courts which are not currently equipped for public use. 

——————————————————————- 
Please return your completed questionnaire before 
Thursday 14 April.  There are 3 ways to return it: 
1) upload a photo to jan.pullen@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk 
2) print (or cut it out) and post it into the special post boxes 

available between Friday 25 March and Thursday 14 April in  
 *Littlemore Post Office (Cowley Road LM) and in                

*Acorn Newsagents (St Nicholas Road)  
3) print (or cut it out) and deliver it to any one of: 

11 David Nicholls Close               12 Dudgeon Drive 
7 Long Wall      38 Spring Lane       4 Oxford Road 
1 Mandelbrote Drive (at far end of Armstrong Road)  

If you can use the internet and wish to comment on planning applications, 
put ‘oxford planning portal’ into your search engine.  You’ll find a page 

inviting you to view and comment.  You can also sign up for notifications. 
To comment without using the internet write to Planning, Oxford City 

Council SA 0.2, St Aldate’s Chambers, 109 St Aldate's, Oxford, OX1 1DS: 
remember to quote the reference.  There are many applications for small 
developments: the Parish Council comments on them all: find minutes of 

Planning Group meetings on LPC website.



CHANGES TO BIN DAYS 
Oxford City Council and ODS are adjusting some peoples’ bin 
days because the quantity & quality of materials collected has 
changed dramatically.  Changes will take effect from 4 April. 
A new collection calendar will be delivered with council tax bills 
in March.  A new GovDelivery collection day email reminder 
service will launch in April.  Meanwhile, check your bin day 
online at: www.oxford.gov.uk/mybinday.  

THE HEALTHY START PROGRAMME 
Extra cash for healthy eating.  If you are pregnant or have a 
child under 4 and live in a low income household, you may be 
eligible.  Check at www.healthystart.nhs.uk.  If eligible, fill in a 
simple form on line with your NI number and your personal 
details.  A Healthy Start prepaid ‘credit card’ will be posted to 
you:  you can use it right away to buy food such as such as fruit, 
vegetables, milk, beans, & pulses in any shop in Oxford that 
takes MasterCard.  The card is automatically topped up every 
week while you are eligible.  If you don’t have access to a 
computer or a smartphone, your local library or South Locality 
hub, at BBL Community Centre, 01865 402 070 can help you. 

GRANTS AVAILABLE FROM OXFORD CITY COUNCIL 
Community-focused individuals & groups can apply for grants 
of up to £5000 from the City Council’s Community Impact 
Fund.  Their purpose is to bring communities together.  There 
are 2 more funding rounds this year.  See: Oxford City Council’s 
grants web pages or email grants@oxford.gov.uk.  
NB:  LPC has similar but smaller funding rounds: see LPC 
website: www.littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk 

FOOD POVERTY SERVICES  
Find a map of those food poverty services in Oxfordshire which 
are promoted by the county council and its partners at https://
foodmap.goodfoodoxford.org. 

NEED HELP WITH ENERGY BILLS? 
If you are on a low income you can get help if you are 
struggling to pay.  The Rose Hill & Donnington Advice Centre 
can support people applying for assistance.  Drop in sessions 
are Mon & Wed 9:30am-12:30pm | Tues & Thurs 2pm-4pm.  
Council tenants can also get advice from the City Council’s 
home energy advisers: 01865 335 436 (9-1 M-F), email 
energyadvice@oxford.gov.uk. 
 

ONE WAY SYSTEM FOR ALICE 
SMITH SQUARE? 
Some residents have asked that the 
square be made one-way for traffic.  
This would be a low-cost solution to 
access problems.  The County 
Council is preparing a draft 
consultation. 
Michele Paule, Oxfordshire County 
Councillor: RH&Littlemore 

POSSIBLE REOPENING OF COWLEY BRANCH LINE 
Parish Councillors had a meeting with Network Rail, which is 
building the case for re-opening the line.  LPC was told:  
• the extra rail capacity will be required by 2028 (all sorts of new 

local housing and industrial developments are planned locally) 
• the aim is for 2 new stations: Science Park and Business Park. 
• there will be no car park at either new station so there would 

have to be controlled parking (a CPZ) in Littlemore 
• various signal improvements are required as is an extra line of 

track between the BMW plant and Spring Lane Junction. 
• the initial plan is to have 2 passenger trains an hour on a loop 

to and from Oxford Station. 
• it will be necessary to close or upgrade level crossings 

depending on the risk assessment  
• to replace level crossings with bridges (as we might wish here) 

needs: a high level of footfall, land purchase, and line-side 
neighbours need to be on board. 

See more at: https://www.oxford.gov.uk/news/article/2025/
major_boost_for_oxford_station_and_cowley_branch_line 

Cllr Anna Railton, LPC Transport Working Group 

THE PARISH COUNCIL WELCOMES A NEW MEMBER 
Sadiea Mustafa-Awan was co-opted on to the Parish Council on 
March 8.  Find her ‘thumbnail’ and picture on p 15 of the online 
issue.  They will be published again in the next print issue.
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AMENITIES FOR LITTLEMORE: QUESTIONNAIRE 
PLEASE GIVE YOUR VIEWS: you can find an A4 version on LPC website 
Littlemore Parish Council (LPC) needs to know your views 
about facilities and activities provided in our village.  LPC has 
some funds for the provision of additional resources: we need 
to know the best way to serve the community and where this 
money should be used.  Please see the back of this box for 
Appendix 1 & 2, and for info @ how to get your answers to us. 
1. Littlemore has spaces and places that can be hired for 

community use (see Appendix 1 overleaf).  Are these sufficient for 
you & your family’s needs, or do you think we need more? 
☐ I am happy with our facilities 
☐ Please also try to provide …. 
☐ I have no opinion 

2. Would you use a community bus service that follows a 
circular route through Littlemore, linking Sainsburys & 
Templars Square?  (please circle your answer) 
   Yes / No 

3. Many sports & amenities are on offer in Littlemore (see 
Appendix 2).  Are there activities that you would like added? 
☐ Sport activities   ………….… 
☐ Leisure activities ……….….. 
☐ I have no opinion  

4. Do you have any suggestions for how LPC funding could be 
spent on our environment, and to make our village a more 
pleasant and healthy place to live? 
☐ Suggestions ……….…….… 
☐ I have no opinion 

5. Do you have any suggestions for improvements that could 
be made to help with road safety and traffic flow through 
Littlemore? 
☐ Suggestions …………….… 
☐ I have no opinion

The copy deadline for the June/July edition is midnight, Thursday May 12: if you’d like to receive an email reminder, please contact the editor .
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