Littlemore Parish Council

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF LITTLEMORE PARISH COUNCIL
HELD ON TUESDAY 8" OCTOBER 2019 AT THE OXFORD ACADEMY,
SANDY LANE WEST, LITTLEMORE AT 7.00PM.

Present: Councillor: Lynda Comber (Council Chairman)
Councillor's: Anita Fisher, Sue Stewart, John Tanner, Margaret Wareing,
Maggie Willis.

Officers: Richard Wilkins (Clerk to Parish and R.F.O)

Staff: Dr. Judith Godsland (Littlemore Local Editor)

One member of public was present.
Meeting opened 1905hrs

370/19 Chairman’s Welcome

Clir Lynda Comber welcomed everyone to meeting. Clir Comber advised that she has
checked standing orders and confirms that 1/3 of the 13 elected Councillors are required
to proceed with meeting.

371/19 Apologies for Absence

Clir Tiago Corais Oxford City Council Commitment

Clir Lucian Dunlop  Family Commitment

Clir Michael Evans  Work Commitment

Clir Dorian Hancock Unwell

Clir Gill Sanders Oxfordshire County Council Commitment
Clir Kim Wicker Family Commitment

Clir Macer Wicker Family Commitment

RESOLVED: To receive and note the above apologies for non-attendance at the
meeting.

372/19 Declarations of Interest

Members were asked to declare any pecuniary or non-pecuniary declarations of interest
and the nature of that interest which they may have in any of the items under
consideration at this meeting

No declarations received.

Members were reminded that declaration can be made at any point during meeting.
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373/19 Acceptance of Minutes Previous Meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 10" September 2019 were accepted as a
true and correct record with one amendment made.

RESOLVED: To agree Chairman sign as a correct record the minutes of the Parish
Council meeting on the Tuesday 10" September 2019.

374/19 Correspondence

Clerk notified Council of following correspondence

Dudgeon Drive Alleyway

Resident in property close to alleyway between Oxford Road and Dudgeon Drive raised
concern with Parish of the over growing trees and shrubs, Clerk has notified the resident
land doesn't belong to Parish Council and was a matter for Oxford City Council. The
correspondence has been forwarded to Clir John Tanner.

Oxford Road Improvement

Emails have been received from residents on Oxford Road believing that following
publication in Littlemore Local that the Parish Council was holding a consultation on the
proposed scheme. Contact has been made with County Council and a formal response
will be sent in due course.

375/19 Chairman’s Update
Chairman ClIr Lynda Comber provided verbal report covering;
Parish Forum

Clir Lynda Comber attended Parish Forum and following items were discussed

- Citizen's Assembly Council

- Parish Councils working together, agreed for Littlemore PC to meet and discuss
way forward with other parishes.

- Youth Council, City Council were fully encouraged by proposals and look forward
to this now progressing with Clir Susan Brown requesting once set she is
informed.

- Oxford Living Wage, details of Littlemore PC to forward everything to Martin
Rush of Oxford City Council.

- Elections 2019, locations for polling stations to be looked into.
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376/19 Clerks Report
Clerk Richard Wilkins provided verbal report covering;

Co-Option for VVacant Councillors

Clerk advised that no election was called by electors for vacant position. The Co-option-
process could commence but the Clerk was recommending that with only 9 months till
elections and with tight time restraints that this not be done.

Following discussion, it was proposed that co-option didn’t go ahead and that any
individual interested contact the Clerk for further information.

Agreed by Council.

National Conference

SLCC event went very well and was well attended, many topics were discussed, and
useful contacts made.

The most interesting point of the Conference was to hear that the new Councillors Code
of Conduct was currently being put together which will give monitoring officers more
sanctions.

Chair reminded Councillors that LPC recently adopted Oxford City Council Code of
Conduct and it is important all Councillors familiarise themselves with this document.

Paperless

A great workshop took place on the pro’s and cons of going paperless, 92% of Council
representatives in workshop currently operate paperless and after the initial layout for
devices the savings ranged from £1,000 - £4,000 per year by using tablets with icloud
servers, projector screens or Councillors producing own copies.

Clerk will put together some costings of going paperless and this would form part of the
next budget and would come in to affect in May 2020 and would bring back to full
Council.

Insurance

Any money held in bank accounts are covered by the FSCS up to £85,000 for one
account per bank. Our insurance policy with Hiscox covers up to £150,000 across all
accounts/funds held. A request has been made for a quote to cover up to £3000,000 due
to CIL payments expected. AP: Clerk to present quote to full council once received.
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Referendum Principles for 2020/21

The Government has announced that it does not propose to set ‘referendum principles’
for town and parish councils in England for 2020/21. However the Government ‘remains
concerned about the pressure placed on taxpayers from thousands of town and parish
councils across England’ and expects them to exercise ‘even greater restraint’ for
2020/21. The Government will keep the matter under ‘active review’ for future years.

This ruling allows Councils to increase Parish taxes with no restrictions on % increase.

CIL Mone

During the six months from 1st April 2019 to 30th September 2019, the City Council
received £272,765.76 of CIL levy due from the following developments within the parish
of Littlemore:

16/01101/FUL 84 Bodley Road £7,910.46
17/03050/FUL Land North Of Littlemore Healthcare Trust Sandford Road £ 260,444.78
19/01061/VAR Beaumont House Sandy Lane West £ 4,410.52

Accordingly, a payment of £40,914.87 is now due to the Parish Council which equates to
16% of £272,765.786.

Small Park

Met with Parks Department of Oxford Direct Services, after discussion is was confirmed
that raking would not be suitable for park. However, it was agreed that the Councils
suggestion of having some wild life sections would work with the implementation of
Community Gardens. AP: Clerk to present quote to Council once received.

377/19 Littlemore Local Update
Judith Godsland provided verbal report covering;

- Delay from printer on last issue but Sue caught up very well.
- Article on Youth Council for next edition
- New distributor for Littlemore Local has started.

378/19 Thames Valley Police Report

Sgt Stephen Why submitted apologies and has provided following report for last 4
weeks:

- Criminal Damage x 3 cases
- Anti-Social Behaviour x 5 cases
- Thefts x 2 cases

Page 4 of 8 Signed //(/)M? "



379/19 Locality Support and Community Response Team

Nick Prior sent apologies, the following report was submitted

The Community Response Team currently have 8 cases for the Littlemore area.

- 5 noise case- this are mainly reports regarding a neighbour reporting issues with
other neighbours

- 2 waste in garden case- this is where there is an overgrown or a messy garden
- 1 Bonfires case

Should anyone have any questions then please do email saferoxford@oxford.gov.uk

380/19 Connecting Oxfordshire — Traffic Congestion and Public Transport
Consultation

Clir Sue Stewart went through document sent out on 2™ October, it was agreed that Clir
Stewart would submit comments on behalf of Littlemore Parish Council.

It was noted by Clir Comber that no consultation had been received by any Parish

Council and ClIr Susan Brown (Oxford City Council Leader) will raise this with
Oxfordshire County Council.

381/19 Consultation on Road Names for Development of Armstrong Road
Parish Clerk refereed councillors to letter received from Oxford City Council Department,
it was agreed following debate that Clir Sue Stewart and LL Editor Judith Godsland
would produce communications to OCC, attached is letters sent.

382/19 Council Committees

Finance Committee: Thursday 25" July 2019
Planning Committee: Thursday 25" July 2019
Personnel Committee: Thursday 29" November 2018

RESOLVED: The Committee minutes listed above were received and noted.

383/19 Personnel Committee Report and Recommendations

Clir Lynda Comber presented the Personnel Committee Report in absence of the Chair
and Vice Chair of Personnel Committee

- Increase Clerks hours from 18 to 20 hours on 1st April 2020

The Personnel Committee feels that since the Clerk was first appointed in
February 2017 the workload has increased greatly with regulations, procedures
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etc being regularly reviewed and implemented. It is also to accommodate the
increase in work required for Responsible Financial Officer role covered by Clerk
as per his contract. The committee feels with the projects currently being run and
management of staff that increase is carried out

It was proposed that pending budget approval that the Clerks hour be increased
as per Committee recommendation.

Proposed by: Clir Lynda Comber
Seconded by: Clir John Tanner

Vote: For 5 Against 0 Abstain 0

- Remove 6-month period for minutes secretary and to install post on permanent
position with 8-month probation review on 4 hour per month contract.

Proposed by: Clir Lynda Comber
Seconded by: Clir Sue Stewart
Unanimously agreed by Council.

384/19 Finance Committee Recommendations

Parish Clerk advised that following on from email sent regarding asbestos removal from
Sports Pavilion in Herschel Crescent that the cost be formal noted in minutes

Asbestos Removal £7496.00] i £7.496.00

Subtotal: £7.496.00
VAT £1.499.20
Total: £8.995.20

- . . T S - s

Council noted expenditure.
385/19 Pavilion Project Update
Parish Clerk presented report in Clir Macer Wicker absence;

- ODS have moved on site now to remove the asbestos

- Awaiting SSE and Thames Water to cut off utility supplies

- Demolition will start in mid-November

- Working party will meet in November to discuss which option would be more
appropriate for new pavilion and workshop and work on funding opportunities for
this.

386/19 Receive and accept Amenities Report
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Parish Clerk presented report in Clir Macer Wicker absence;

- Playground repairs have now been completed and ODS kindly repaired other
surfaces free of charge

- Fence along Herschel Crescent Recreational could be moved

- To arrange meeting to discuss works required.

387/19 Receive and Accept Working Group Reports

Digital: No Report

Transport: No Report

388/19 Receive and Accept Report of Neighbourhood Plan Working Party

Clir Maggie Willis provided following report;

- Questionnaire update including outcomes
- Workshop on Wednesday 23 October
- Road structure issues

Clir Sue Stewart feels that the report is to in depth and is more suited for the workshop
with the Council being kept up to date with the time scales.

Council requested that Clir Willis produce a written report and send out to all Councillors
and Parish Clerk for next meeting, with written reports to be produced for future
meetings.

Council requested that an invite be sent to all Councillors with an invite to the workshop
with details of the workshops taking place.

389/19 Receive update from Oxford County Council Representative
No report.

390/19 Receive update from Oxford City Council Representative

No Report.

391/19 Press Statements

No press statements required.
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392/19 Agenda Items for Next Meeting

No items requested, reminder that motions to be submitted 7 working days before
meeting.

393/19 Urgent Iltems

Parish Clerk reported that the Art Project structure has failed an initial Risk Assessment
due to a large gap causing a trip hazard round the concreate base. Email has been sent
to Josh Rose to inform that until this has been sorted out then the Parish Council will
refuse to accept handover.

This was noted by Council.

394/19 Date of Next meeting

Tuesday 12 November 2019 — The Oxford Academy.

Meeting closed 2053hrs.

Signed as a true and accurate record

Clir Lynda Comber

Chairman

Littlemore Parish Council
Tuesday 12" November 2019
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