Littlemore Parish Council

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF LITTLEMORE PARISH COUNCIL
HELD ON TUESDAY 10" SEPTEMBER 2019 AT THE OXFORD ACADEMY,
SANDY LANE WEST, LITTLEMORE AT 7.00PM.

Present: Councillor: Lynda Comber (Council Chairman)
Councillor's: Macer Wicker (Vice Chairman), Lucian Dunlop, Anita Fisher
Dorian Hancock, Gill Sanders, Sue Stewart, John Tanner, Margaret
Wareing, Maggie Willis, Kim Wicker.

]

Clir Tiago Corais attended from 2015hrs

Officers: Richard Wilkins (Clerk to Parish and R.F.0O)
Staff: Dr. Judith Godsland (Littlemore Local Editor)
Six members of public were present.

Meeting opened 1900hrs

Public Forum

Oxford Road Proposal

Four residents from properties on Oxford Road, Littlemore wished to raise concerns
about the proposal of a zebra crossing on Oxford Road which was put in the recent
edition of Littlemore Local. The main points raised were:

- Proposal is not sufficient and lacks much details
- Costing 3 times the amount of previous proposal

- Parking spaces from No 28 to No 4 Oxford Road would be lost, where do these
vehicles park.

- Concerns on how elderly neighbours would get about if parking outside house is
lost

- Understands that something needs to be done but why so drastic when no
accidents or injuries reported on road.

Parish Clerk advised residents that no formal proposal had been received from Oxford
County Council and any such proposal/consultation should be sent directly to him on
behalf of Council. Action Point Clerk to notify residents once everything received.

Faber Close Small Park

Resident from Faber Close raised concern about parks use in corner of Faber Close. Clir
Lynda Comber advised this was City Council property and nothing to do with Parish
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Council. Action Point Clir John Tanner to raise with Oxford City Council and liaise with
resident.

314/19 Chairman’s Welcome

Clir Lynda Comber welcomed everyone to meeting. Chairman reminded all Clirs that
meeting is being recorded.

315/19 Apologies for Absence

Clir Tiago Corais (Will be late due to City Council meeting)

Clir Gill Sanders Unwell.

RESOLVED: To receive and note the above apologies for part non-attendance at
the meeting.

316/19 Declarations of Interest

Members were asked to declare any pecuniary or non-pecuniary declarations of interest
and the nature of that interest which they may have in any of the items under
consideration at this meeting

No declarations received.
Members were reminded that declaration can be made at any point during meeting.
317119 Acceptance of Minutes Previous Meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 9" July 2019 were accepted as a true and
correct record with one amendment made.

RESOLVED: To agree Chairman sign as a correct record the minutes of the Parish
Council meeting on the Tuesday 9" July 2019.

318/19 Councillor Resignation

Clerk notified Council that due to personal reasons CliIr Hill has unfortunately needed to
resign. Electoral Services at Oxford City Council informed, and Notice of Election is in
circulation.

Clir Lynda Comber wished to place on record the Councils appreciation to Tina for all the
hard work, commitment and hours put in working with the Clerk over the last 2 plus
years in sorting out the financial situation the Council found itself in.

The Council unanimously agreed to record their thanks and gratitude to Tina and wished
her well.

Clir Lynda Comber informed Council that the Clerk will be buying flowers and card from
Chairman’s allowance to hand to Tina.
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319/19 Correspondence
Clerk notified Council of following correspondence
Castle Water Debt Letters

Further letter has been received from Engage regarding debt of £359.77 apparently
owed to Castle Water, as previously notified the Clerk requested this to be disconnected
on 8" March 2019 and has informed Castle Water again of the facts but would make
further communication with Castle Water.

Several Councillors raised concerns about the amount of times the Clerk has needed to
contact Castle Water and the hours wasted in doing so.

Clir Lynda Comber proposed that on behalf of the Council as Chairman she writes a
formal letter of complaint to OFWAT. Seconded by Clir M Wicker.
Unanimously Agreed by Council.

320/19 Chairman’s Update
Chairman Clir Lynda Comber provided verbal report covering;
Parish Forum

Clir Lynda Comber advised Council that a Parish Forum was postponed on 15" July

2019 and will now take place on Monday 23™ September 2019. Clerk is unable to attend
due to work commitments.

Clir Anita Fisher stated she would like to attend, Clir Lucian Dunlop stated that he maybe
able to attend depending on personal commitments.

Thames Valley Police

Clir Lynda Comber notified Council following the death of the Road Traffic Police Office
from Abingdon on behalf of the Council she wrote to Sgt Why and his team to send our
condolences and to thank them for the job they do and recognise the risk they face daily.
Sgt Why thanked the Council for our kind words

Clir Lynda Comber advised Council that the meeting with Sgt Why and PC Kirby went
very well. It was agreed that in October they would attend the full Council meeting to
provide a presentation on the work that is actually covered by the team to enable
Council to have a better understanding.

321/19 Clerks Report

Clerk Richard Wilkins provided verbal report covering;
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Trees

Clerk informed Council that the trees in EIm Tree Close would be being removed on 18"
September, further quotes are being sourced for work quotes rejected by Finance
Committee.

Rosehill Football Club

The Club have now had a Committee meeting, following this meeting the Club have
notified the Parish Council they don’t wish to proceed with the proposal but placed on
record thanks to the Clerk for his time in dealing with the request.

322/19 Thames Valley Police Report
Sgt Stephen Why and PC Anthony Kirby submitted apologies
323/19 Locality Support and Community Response Team

Nick Prior apologies the team are unable to attend due to St.Giles Fair, the following
report was submitted

Should anyone raise any ASB or environmental issues please could they either
email saferoxford@oxford.gov.uk or call 01865 252969.

We currently have a total of 7 cases for the littlemore area.

1x Flytipping

1x Business waste not being managed
1x Crime prevention

2xWaste in garden

2x Nosie from neighbours

324/19 Littlemore ‘Work of Art Project’

Clerk informed Council that competition is still not completed as information sign needs
to be installed and the gap running around surface needs to be filled.

The possibility of an opening event was discussed. It was agreed to proceed with an
opening event and was further agreed that Ann Mogridge would be invited to formally
opening the structure. This was agreed by full Council.

325/19 Council Committees

Finance Committee: 20" May 2019
27" June 2019

Planning Committee: 27 June 2019.
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RESOLVED: The Committee minutes listed above were received and noted.

326/19 Receive and accept Amenities Report

Clir Macer Wicker provided verbal report covering;

Project Pavilion

Site tests have now been completed and early signs are no asbestos was found.
Demolition of building has been halted due SSE not disconnecting the Electricity Supply
correctly, this now requires them to come out and disconnect before capping off supply.
The Clerk has requested a quote for this.

Small Park (next to Eastern By Pass)

Surfacing in the park is unsafe, damage to surface is being caused by mole hills. A
request was made to ODS to price up for a fork to be put through by a tractor and
surface relevelled

Following advice was received

We would not recommend doing this for this site.

It is north facing and because of this aspect you are always going to be struggling with of
moss and turf disease.

If you want a better cover of grass a selective herbicide treatment followed by over
seeding with amenity grass seed might provide some additional cover if done in early
spring or autumn. However we would caution against this as the results are likely to be
disappointing because of the aspect of the site. This treatment followed by a regime of
leaving the grass longer might give you better cover but it's questionable.

Following many questions, It was agreed that when the Clerk meets with ODS that they
discuss possibilities of what could be completed for the area.

Playground Repairs

Parish Clerk updated Councillors on the resurfacing of areas in Oxford Road
Recreational Grounds. Following a re-assessment of work by ODS they have informed

that a more expensive type of surface will now be used and are currently awaiting supply
of material.

327/19 Receive and Accept Working Group Reports

Digital: No Report

Page 5 of 8 Signed ... Mé



Transport: No Report

Council agreed to set up a Working Party for Pavilion Project, it was agreed that
Councillors Macer Wicker and Lucian Dunlop would work with the Clerk on this project.

328/19 Receive and Accept Report of Neighbourhood Plan Working Party

Clir Lynda Comber informed Council that she had met with OALC regarding Mr.
Henwood's membership to this working party. The advice from OALC is that Mr.
Henwood may sit on the working party as a local resident only. If he wished to at any
point want to sit on it as a Councillor then this would need to be reviewed due to the
legal agreement between the Clerk and Mr. Henwood.

Clir Maggie Willis submitted a written report (attached to minutes) prior to the meeting,
this report was presented to the meeting with a verbal update notifying Council that a
total of 156 responses had been received for questionnaires.

Clir Maggie Willis presented a proposal from Community First Oxfordshire (CFO) which
informed Council of their obligations to the costs of their services. The total amount
came to £6,860 plus VAT which is hoped that this will be covered by a grant from
Neighborhood Planning Groundwork UK.

Clir Lynda Comber notified Council that the proposal could not be signed by the Clerk on
behalf of the Council as there is no budget to cover the contract and that a new grant will
need to be applied for. Clir Maggie Willis has spoken with CFO and they have agreed to
forgo the first amount until the grant has been awarded.

Clir Lynda Comber proposed to Council that the contract be agreed in principle only
subject to receiving a grant for the total contractual amount.

Proposed by: Clir Lynda Comber
Seconded by: Clir John Tanner

Vote
For 10 Against 0 Abstain 1

329/19 Receive Report of External Auditor (Section 3 Annual Return for
year ending 31 March 2019)

Parish Clerk presented to Council with the External Auditor Report and Certificate for
2018/19 from Moore Stephens, he Clerk was extremely pleased that the Council had
received the perfect report with no recommendations.

Clir Lynda Comber proposed that the Council place on record its gratitude to both
Richard and Tina Hill for the fantastic work completed. Council unanimou} agreed.
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RESOLVED: The External Auditor Report and Certificate 2018/19 were received
and noted.

330/19 Appoint Councillor To Carry Out Quarterly Internal Financial Checks
Clir Lucian Dunlop put himself forward.

Proposed by: Clir Lynda Comber
Seconded by: Clir Dorian Hancock
Unanimously agreed by Council

331/19 Thames Water Sewage Plant

Clir Macer Wicker advised Council that the smell coming from Thames Water Sewage
works is now causing distress to residents in Spring Lane and is aware residents in
Greater Leys have raised concerns. Around 0300hrs in the morning a smell is absolutely
awful that wakes residents and some thought their premises were on fire.

It was agreed that the Clerk would contact Sandford-On-Thames and Blackbird Leys
Parish Council's regarding this issue and ask them to jointly complain to Thames Water
regarding the concerns.

332/19 Receive update from Oxford County Council Representative
No report.

333/19 Receive update from Oxford City Council Representative
Clir John Tanner provided verbal report covering:

- Climate Change Emergency has been declared by Oxford City Council and a
panel has been set up to guide the Council on what actions they should take. Clir
John Tanner recommended that the Parish Council look in to this, the Clerk
notified that a session will be held at National SLCC Conference and will report
back in October.

Clir Kim Wicker informed Council that she had contacted Oxford City Council regarding
the Recycling Project and was disappointed by their response. Clir John Tanner advised
that the project was being delayed do to residents habits on recycling.

334/19 Littlemore Local Update
Judith Godsland provided verbal report covering;

- Copy deadline is Thursday midnight
- Email address changed
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- Art Project Update, Councillor Resignation and LL Distributors will be listed.

335/19 Press Statements

No press statements required.

336/19 Agenda ltems for Next Meeting
Nothing to report.

337/19 Urgent ltems

Nothing to report.
338/19 Date of Next meeting
Tuesday 8" October 2019 — The Oxford Academy.

Meeting closed 2053hrs.

Signed as a true and accurate record

A G Y.

Clir Lynda Comber
Chairman

Littlemore Parish Council
Tuesday 8" October 2019
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