Littlemore Parish Council

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF LITTLEMORE PARISH COUNCIL
HELD ON TUESDAY 12* FEBRUARY 2019 AT THE OXFORD ACADEMY,
SANDY LANE WEST, LITTLEMORE AT 7.00PM.

Present: Councillor: Lynda Comber (Council Chairman)
Councillor's: Macer Wicker (Vice Chairman), Gill Sanders, John Tanner,
Maggie Willis, Sue Stewart, Margaret Wareing, Tina Hill, Anita Fisher,

Tiago Corais
Officers: Richard Wilkins (Clerk to Parish and R.F.O)
Staff: Dr. Judith Godsland (Littlemore Local Editor)

In Attendance: Val Churchill (Locality Support Officer, Oxford City Council)
Two members of public

Meeting opened 1900hrs

Public Forum

Margaret Wareing and Helen Morrison provided update on Oxford Road Campaign,
currently 220 signatories have been obtained seeking a zebra crossing be installed near
park entrance. A request was made for full support from Council, the Chair advise this
must be discussed by Transport Working Group before any recommendations can be
made to full Council.

Clir Gill Sanders (County Council Representative) advised that it is best to hand over the
signatories at a public meeting of County Council and this will raise awareness more of
campaign and will give publicity too cause.

Martin Darcy resident in Greater Leys, spoke about the concerns of the BMX track in
Herschel Crescent Recreational Park and requested that the Council look in to
tarmacking the service (likely to be £40,000). Chairman advised this needs to be
discussed by Amenities working group.

29/19 Chairman’s Welcome
Clir Comber welcomed all members of Council to the meeting.
30/19 Apologies for Absence

Clir Kim Wicker (Work), Clir Matthew Hutton (Holiday), Clir Dorian Hancock (Unwell), Clir
Michael Evans (Work).
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31/19 Declarations of Interest

Members were asked to declare any pecuniary or non-pecuniary declarations of interest
and the nature of that interest which they may have in any of the items under
consideration at this meeting

No declarations received.

32/19 Acceptance of Minutes Previous Meeting

Amendment to Page 3 474/18 — remove words ‘if clerk or chairman unable to attend’.
Amendment to Page 6 479/18 — first paragraph remove ‘the’ replace with ‘partial verbal’

The minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 11" December 2018 were accepted as a
true correct record and signed by the Chairman.

Clir Maggie Willis requested that her vote against minutes be registered on meetings.
33/19 Correspondence

- Overgrowing Tree
Resident from EIm Tree Close has emailed Council regarding tree overhanging
their property and roots growing under surface. Clerk contact trees team at
Oxford City Council who provided some assistance and this information passed
to resident who was unhappy with response and contacted Clir Stewart with
Clerk providing same information.

It was agreed for Clerk to contact trees team to obtain a quote for a formal report
to be produced, quote to be agreed by Finance Committee.

- Memorial Bench
Email from friend of gentleman who had a memorial bench in his name,
unfortunately due to damaged caused by one of our staff the bench was replaced
with a new style metal bench. To have new plaque fitted it would cost over £285
plus VAT. Maintenance team member recommended that the council look at
getting plaque embedded on a stone and cement this into service.

It was agreed for Clerk to contact family regarding proposal.
- Small Park Access

Scottish & Southern Electricity Networks has requested access to small park to
carry out works. This has been provided and will take up to 4 weeks.
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34/19

35/19

Unauthorised Parking

Email sent to Lightsource BP regarding 4 x 4 parking on village green which has
caused damage to the grass area and brickwork round edges.

A response has now been received and the Council has had reassurances the
vehicle will no longer park on this section and requested photos for damage. This
will be provided to company and will await insurance details.

Sandford Parish Council (Parking outside Littlemore Mental Hospital)

Clerk provided details of the issues surrounding Parking around Littlemore
Mental Health Trust and that police has been there before to stop the parking on
pavements etc.

It was agreed for Clerk to respond to Sandford Parish Council with our full
support.

Sue Ryder (Funding Request)
Donation requested for £150, due to the nature of the organisation and it failing
to meet Council Grant Policy requirements that no donation be made.

It was agreed for Clerk to write to organisation.

Chairman’s Update

Lord Mayor Dinner Invitation
Chairman and Clerk have been invited to attend Dinner, cost is £45 and profit
from dinner is donated to two charities. Chairman and Clerk will not be attending.

Catholic Church in Littlemore
Letter regarding bishop of Birmingham visiting Church to conduct a Mass and
invites any Councillor to attend.

Clerks Report

Parish Clerk Richard Wilkins provided Council with an overview of previous 12 months
and provided a review of 2019 priorities. It was agreed to add Nature Park as a priority
and link if agreed the work of Youth Council to this. (Report attached to minutes)

Littlemore Playgroup Grant

Funds of £2,500 have now be returned from Playgroup and hope to receive a positive
outcome in April.

Precept
Precept request has been submitted to OCC and acknowledgment received.
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36/19 Thames Valley Police Report

Sgt Why has emailed to advise unable to attend meeting and provided report below

Crime Stats for the past 4 weeks (there may be a few days missing as our systems have
just been updated).

Criminal Damage
02/02 Bampton Close, damage to front door.

02/02 Herschel Crescent, damage to a vehicle's tyres.
08/02 St Nicholas Road, damage to car windscreen.

Burglary
28/01 Fairlie Road break in to a house, nothing stolen.

06/02 Break in to garage, bicycle stolen.

ASB

23/01 Spring Lane, stones thrown at a house window.
26/01 Littlemore Road, noisy house party.

37/19 Locality Support Officer — Val Churchill

Community Partnership meeting will be taking place on Monday 4" March 2019

Nick Prior provided written report Community Response Team
Littlemore there are currently 15 active cases. They are listed below:

Fly Tipping: 1
Noise: 8

Business Waste: 4
Waste in garden: 2

In the last month 4 fixed penalty notices have been issued to a number of
businesses due to failure to provide waste transfer notes.

There has been one Community Protection Warning Notice served on a land
owner to prevent any further build up waste on their land.

One section 47 Notice under the Environmental Protection Act 1990 has been
served to a business requiring them to ensure their business waste is maintained
correctly.

Should anyone wish to report noise, environmental or ASB issues please email
saferoxford@oxford.gov.uk

Litttemore Community Centre Fun Day will take place in May this year
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38/19 Littlemore ‘Work of Art Project’

Clerk informed Council that he has now written to the Working Group and requested a
report from them on current state of Art Project. The Group was under impression that it
has nothing to do with the Parish, the Clerk has advised them the Contract is between
the ‘Artist’ and ‘Littlemore Parish Council’ to which updates should be reported regularly
to Council. The Working Group have advised they had no knowledge of questions being
asked over the past six months but assured us we would receive an update soon.

Clerk gave an update on request for external investigation to be completed. BDO have
responded to advise it would take around 5-7 days with a cost of £350 + VAT per day.

Chairman advised Council that David Henwood has resigned from all working groups
and the Clerk had informed the Art Project Group that the Council would look to appoint
someone new, this was accepted by Working Group.

Clir Tanner mentioned that the Council now needs to look at all angles of the project.

It was agreed that Clir John Tanner, Clir Lynda Comber, Clir Macer Wicker and Clir Anita
Fisher would attend next meeting of steering group.

This was agreed by full Council.

39/19 Receive and Note Minutes of

Finance Committee
Monday 3 December 2018 — minutes of meeting were noted.

Planning Committee
Monday 26" November 2018 — minutes of meeting were noted.

40/19 Parish Precept for Financial Year 2019/20

Clerk provided Council with a breakdown of the Parish Precept

Increase on budget £8,678.38
Band D Property £52.21
Yearly Increase £4.05 — 8.1% overall increase

41/19 Appointment of Minutes Secretary

Clerk recommended that Council advertise the role on website, Facebook, LLocal,
Noticeboards and it was further agreed to cover cost of advertising on Daily Info.

Council agreed that as line manager the Clerk would conduct interviews with Chair of
Personnel Committee Clir Gill Sanders.
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42/19 Appoint Internal Auditor

Parish Clerk notified Council that our current internal auditor has now retired from
conducting these. Following recommendations from other Councils two auditors were
requested to submit a tender, the Clerk further advised that the appointment be done on
a 3-year period.

IAC Audit and Consultancy Ltd were appointed as Littlemore Parish Council internal
auditor on a 3-year term.

Proposed by Clir Comber  Seconded by ClIr Stewart
Unanimously agreed.

43/19 Update on External Audit

Parish Clerk sent out report previously to full Council, due to the Santander Account
issue the Clerk has written to Santander requesting an update.

Clir Gill Sanders complimented the Clerk on a job well done in difficult circumstances.
44/19 Agree PC World Warranty Cover for Clerks Laptop

Finance Committee recommendation for Council to extend warranty for 1 year and 10
monthly payments at cost of £9.30 pm total of £93.00

Proposed by Clir Sanders ~ Seconded by Clir Wareing
Unanimously agreed by full Council.

45/19 Agree Motor Insurance Policy

Parish Clerk updated Council on current situation of insurance for John Deere UTV
(Value £7,600) and Toro 4000 Tractor Mower (Value £30,000)

Came & Company Local Insurance as a broker has looked at several prices and
recommended staying with current insurer with renewal fee of £699.25 for full comp
cover.

Proposed by Clir M Wicker Seconded by Clir Comber
Unanimously agreed by full Council.

46/19 Report on Reserve Levels

Parish Clerk provided Council with a report on current reserves as dated 27t January
2019. This was noted by Council

47119 Receive and accept Amenities Report

]
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Clir Macer Wicker provided a report from walk round completed with Clerk who
completed his monthly checks at same time, it is recommended that the following be put
out for tender

- Replacement of spiked metal fencing at Herschel Crescent Rec (along cycle
track) — due to now be listed in two external Risk Assessments and on current
monthly checks.

- Repairing damaged wooden post on Village Green — likely from car hitting post,
this has dislodged and will need refitting.

- Install wooden post on Village Green — this is for section between Noticeboard
and Concreate bollard to prevent cars etc parking on village green.

- Safety notices for all recreational areas including playground areas, small park
and green. — this is a requirement by law and insurance firm.

- Installation of improved alarm system on Pavilion — current system is not suitable
for use and to install alarm that can connect to 4G and send signal to a
phone/call centre if set off.

- John Deere XUV & Toro 4300 Lawn Mower — this is for servicing of both vehicles
yearly.

Proposed by Clir M Wicker Seconded by Clir Hill
Unanimously agreed by Council.

48/19 Receive and accept Working Group Reports

Neighbourhood Plan

Clir John Tanner provided verbal report

- Large amount of work to be completed, it was agreed if Council wished to
proceed with this that additional Councillor’s join the group — Clir Wareing and
Clir Corais agreed to join group.

- Meeting went well where Community First gave a full overlook on process.

Parish Clerk advised Council that the main details had been changed and currently
getting update on funding and everything must have an invoice for payment. Need
invoices from Community First and Edith Kempson House (all invoices need to be with
Clerk by 15" March 2019). Main benefits of plan is increased CIL funding from 15% -
25%.

Further debate took place and it was agreed the group would arrange a further meeting
with Community First — after this meeting the Council would determine if we continue
with the Neighbourhood Plan.

Transport — No Report
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Grants — No Report

Digital — No Report

49/19 Council to Approve Policy Documents for Grants

- LPC Small Grant Funding Application form 2018-2019 (with small amendment to
GDPR requirement)
- LPC Grant Awards Guidance 2018-2019

Proposed by Clir M Willis  Seconded by Clir Sanders
Unanimously agreed by Council.

50/19 The Local Government Boundary Commission for England -
Final recommendations for new council ward boundaries in
Oxford Published:

Clir Tanner provided an update on future elections for Parish which refers to - 13
Councillors for Littlemore, 1 Councillor for Sandy Lane West, 2 Councillors for Bodley
Road

The Report further noted the Parish Council has preserved the village green remaining
in Littlemore rather than move to Rose Hill ward.

51/19 Agree on Clerks recommendation to set up Youth Council

Clir Comber gave a brief on the Youth Council and went through the report provided by
Clerk, if agreed the Clerk would write a press statement and form a small working party
including two Councillor’s.

The vote was taken to set up a working party, this was agreed.

To appoint two Councillor's to work on the working party

Clir L Comber and Clir G Sanders requested to join the group and this was agreed by
Council.

52/19 Receive update from Oxfordshire County Council Representative

Clir Gill Sander provided a verbal report covering following:
- Budget for 2019/20 voted through by tory Councillor's

§3/19 Receive update from Oxford City Council Representative
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No Report
54/19 Casual Vacancy Update

Due to two resignations the election process has now commenced at Oxford City
Council, once both time lines have lapsed and if no one stands then co-option policy set
by Parish Council will be activated.

Councillor's resignations — Mashhuda Glencross and David Henwood
55/19 Littlemore Local Update
The editor advised Council that the next deadline is 14t March 2019.

Language School have contacted editor about placing advert in next edition for host
families in Littlemore, the Clerk has requested decision be made by full Council. It was
agreed that any advert would require payment at usual fees.

Request for Littlemore Local section be moved on website, Clerk to add to do list.
Clir Stewart has asked if anyone is free to assist with deliveries of Littlemore Local.
56/19 Agenda Items for Next Meeting

Littlemore Recycling Project.
5719 Urgent Items

Nothing to report.

58/19 Date of Next meeting

Tuesday 12" March 2019 — The Oxford Academy.

To move: That under Section 1, Paragraph 2 of The Public Bodies (Admission to
Meetings) Act 1960 the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following
items of business because publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason
of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted

59/19 Tender for Playground Repairs
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In July 2018 Council RA was carried out and Playground Repairs were required, a
tender process was completed and discussed at Finance Committee on 28" January
2019.

Contractor 1 — Oxford Direct Services were chosen by finance committee to carry out
work.

Total Cost of repairs is £24,100.80
Recommended method to cover cost
£10,847.14 VAT Return for 2017/18
£10,000.00 Oxford Road Development
£3,253.66 Play Area S106

Proposed by Clir M Wicker Seconded by Clir M Willis
Unanimously agreed by Council.

Appoint Oxford Direct Services to carryout playground inspections, carrying out 4
inspections per site over 12-month period.

£250 + VAT per site visit, totaling £2,000 + VAT per year
Proposed by Clir L Comber Seconded by Clir T Hill

Unanimously agreed by Council.

Signed as a true and accurate record

Clir Lynda Comber
Chairman

Littlemore Parish Council
Tuesday 12th March 2019
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