
EXTENSION OF NO 3A BUS SERVICE 
While the Kassam stadium is used as a vaccination centre, the 
two bus companies have agreed to run the 3A to the Kassam 
Stadium on Sundays.  This will be reviewed after 6 months. 

TOA SPORTS HALLS: PLANS FOR RE-OPENING 
OX4 are pleased to announce that from 29 March we will be 
reopening our outdoor facilities!  We will reopen fully in line 
with Government guidelines.         Adam Millard, OX4 Manager 

EASTER HOLIDAY COURSES at TOA, FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 
• Football Coaching for girls & boys: 

at TOA from 9am-3pm.  Ages 4-13. 
£25 a day, £60 for first full week (4 
days) then £75 for second full week 
(5 days).  Offered by Oxford United 
in the Community: contact me 
jgilmore@oufc.co.uk or visit 
www.officialsoccerschools.co.uk/
oxfordunited             James Gilmore 

• Aerial stunt workshop: five hours 
daily: 12-16 April: offered by UKFC 
Academy: please book at 
ukfcacademy.co.uk.      Oliver Ward 

LITTLEMORE ANGLING SOCIETY 
The River fishing season closes on 14 
March, but you can still fish Stillwaters 
and Canals.  Your 2020-21 LAS permit 
will cover you to fish the Oxford Canal from Enslow to Heyford 
Station, & Hinksey Lake until 30 April.  New Memberships will 
be available on the club website from 1 April & in the Tackle 
shops from 14 April.  The costs for 2121/22 are:  Adult £15.00 | 
OAP/Disabled £8.00 | Junior £2.00 | Night Fishing Permit for 
Sandford Weir Streams £2.00 | Day Ticket £3.00 (from the Secretary 
Only).  Work Parties at Sandford will continue throughout the 
closed season.  Please find dates on our website: 
www.littlemoreanglingsociety.co.uk.                    Alan Campbell 

LITTLEMORE LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY 
*Weds 21 April: Talk by Wendy Morrison: Beacons of the past: 
investigating a prehistoric Chilterns landscape.   *Weds 19 May: 
Talk by John Stewart: History of Littlemore Hospital: from 
Victorian pauper asylum to mental health institute.  For zoom 
details email history.littlemore@gmail.com, or see our website 
littlemorelocalhistorysociety.wordpress.com.  Summer Local 
History walks: to be announced.                              Sue Stewart 

GO ACTIVE’ RESOURCES FOR DIABETICS 
Oxford City Council’s GO Active, Get Healthy campaign which 
helps support residents with diabetes is to be extended.  Find 
out more at www.getoxfordshireactive.org/about-go-active-
get-healthy. 

NEW SURVEY BY HEALTHWATCH OXFORDSHIRE 
The county’s independent health and care watchdog is running 
a new survey asking people what they think about the CoViD 
vaccine; about information about the vaccine; & about how the 
vaccine is being delivered.  You can complete the survey at 
www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/CovidVaccine-yourviews.  For a 
paper copy, or a translated version, call 01865 520 520. 

NEW WAYS OF MAKING CITY COUNCIL PAYMENTS 
The Council will start to accept payment using Direct Debit, 
BACS and credit & debit cards, though customers will still be 
able to continue to use cash at PayPoint outlets & Post Offices 
across the city.  The aim is to reduce costs, enhance security, 
and offer a more convenient, 24-hour method of payment.  The 
scheme is set to save @ £45,000 a year in handling charges etc. 

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE (based in Sandford-on-Thames) 
We are still ‘zooming’ away but we look forward to meeting up 

at the Hall later in the summer.  We 
had a great talk in February by 
Malcolm Nelson who is an ex 
Customs Officer: he was particularly  
amusing about the various excuses 
people come up with as they get 
caught with illegal goods in the 
green zone.  We have had flower 
demonstrations - arranging fresh 
ones, and making paper ones, and 
half our members have already 
started knitting stars to yarn bomb 
Sandford village next Christmas.   
It would be lovely to have new 
members, especially at a time when 
people are supporting each other in 
so many ways: do ring for a chat if 
you think you might like to come 

along.  We have members from Littlemore, Cowley, 
Headington, Greater Leys, Kennington and as far away as 
Abingdon so don’t feel you can’t join because you don’t live in 
Sandford.                               Jill Love, President 01865 716 557  

 jpsappslove@hotmail.com or Carole Tasker 01865 748 300  
07876 701 151  caroletasker27@gmail.com. 

WORRIED ABOUT ALCOHOL? 
Take the confidential DrinkCoach test to get practical tips on 
how managing the amount you drink can help reduce stress 
and anxiety: drinkcoach.org.uk/oxfordshire-alcohol-test. 

***NEW LISTING IN THE WHAT’S ON PAGES:  
Wellbeing and Nutrition for 40+ Women: groups & individual 
sessions with Nina Galley a nutritionist and wellbeing coach, 
offering support through the menopause.  Break free from 
confusion: feel clear, confident & revitalised.  Currently online 
only: visit www.nourishingspace.co.uk or contact 
nina@nourishingspace.co.uk. 
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If you are reading the paper copy, the page numbers refer to 
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John Henry Newman Academy News; Who’s Who & What’s On 
in Littlemore; other useful contact numbers; and lots more 
about planning or the seeming lack of it, and about the work of 
the Parish Council.  PDF copies are available by email from the 
editor, and at various local websites, & facebook groups, where 
you may also find phone-friendly versions.  The Parish Council 
intends to return to door to door delivery to every home when 
pandemic restrictions are eased: if you’d like to join the delivery 
team please contact editor@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk. 
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ST MARY AND ST NICHOLAS CHURCH  
NB: from Easter until mid July please contact the curate (see 
below) for all church enquiries as the vicar will be on sabbatical. 

SPECIAL EVENT: EASTER EGG HUNT 
Over the Easter weekend, Friday 2-Monday 5 April we will be 
having a free Family Easter Egg Hunt.  Please look round the 
Church Nature Reserve for pebbles painted to look like Easter 
Eggs.  Then email admin@littlemorechurch.org by Tuesday 6 
April with the number of ‘eggs’ you find.  Everyone who finds 
all the eggs will be entered into a prize draw.   
Can you help by painting some pebble eggs?  Paint any egg 
design you like:  they will need to be waterproof:  a couple of 
coats of PVA glue should work in the absence of varnish.  
Please put them in the box by the vicar’s doorstep on or before 
31 March.  Eve (our new church administrator) will collect them 
and hide them for people to find over the Easter weekend.   

THE CHURCH NATURE RESERVE   
We refer to the area to the east/south east end of the church 
yard, and the glebe land to the south as the Church Nature 
Reserve, though as yet this has no official status.  Aside from its 
visible function as a churchyard, we have an active policy of 
wilding, with only two grass cuts a year.  The area contains a 
healing garden with a variety of herbs, meditational displays, 
some bird boxes and bee hotels.  Two bee-hives are managed 
by Daniel Mc Ginness, a local beekeeper.  Supported by a £500 
grant from Oxford City Council we have planted an assortment 

of bee-friendly flora to create a Bee Corridor to link up with 
hives at the Voco Hotel and at St. George’s Manor.  Further 
recent planting has included two fruit trees (cherry & pear) on 
the southern perimeter, ten blackthorn hedge whips near the 
beehives, and an eco-friendly mixed hedge of blackthorn, 
hawthorn and beech to screen off an area used for composting.   
Surveys conducted by Emily Neil indicate that the new habitats 
and minimal mowing regime have facilitated a boom in 
pollinator numbers.  Several species of bumblebee, bee-fly, and 
hoverfly can now be found here, and at least six species of 
butterfly are present including the small tortoiseshell whose 
populations have declined in the UK over recent decades.   
Over the last year the Nature Reserve has been a resource for 
local people who have come to visit the hives, to help plant, or 
just walk around.  A sustainability group meets weekly online to 
discuss and advise.  It’s open to all. 
If you are interested in working with us then please contact 
either Julian Armitstead, julian.armitstead@btinternet.com or 
Malcolm Atkins, malcolm.atkins1@ntlworld.com. 

DO YOU HAVE AN UNUSED LAPTOP? 
If you have an unused laptop that you are willing to donate, it 
could be processed for re use.  Please see the entry on the next 
page for more information. 

SERVICES AND GROUPS: please contact us (see below) for more detail. 
For the time being our services and our groups continue online: 

• Sunday Service: Every Sunday at 10am 
• Special Services: *Maunday Thursday 1st April: details tbc    

*Good Friday Service 2nd April at 2pm    *Easter Sunday: 4th 
April at 10am. 

• Thursdays 7pm once a fortnight: Dwelling in the Word: an 
opportunity to reflect together prayerfully on the Bible 
passage for the next Sunday services. 

• Thursdays 7pm once a fortnight: Contemplative (Silent) Prayer, 
especially for beginners and explorers. 

• Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays at 7.30am for 30-45 mins: 
Silent Prayer.  You may join us for any length of time. 

• Weekday Morning Groups: 
• Monday at 10:10: People's Note: Sing Along with People's 

Note: well known popular songs 
• Tuesday at 10:10: Family Fun: songs, stories and activities 

for families.   
• Wednesday at 10:10 : Sustainability: an open session: 

exchange ideas @ plants, trees, bees and all things natural. 
• Thursday at 10:10 : Pat’s Quiz:  local history and other 

topics.  For more detail about weekday morning groups, 
please contact Malcolm Atkins: 01865 721 564 / 07872 
991 287  or malcolm.atkins1@ntlworld.com. 

Vicar: Rev Margreet Armitstead: vicar@littlemorechurch.org 
Curate: Rev Hannah Cartwright: revcartwright@gmail.com 
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JOHN HENRY NEWMAN ACADEMY: NEWS 
We are so proud of our children and families at John Henry 
Newman Academy.  Once again, the children’s resilience, and 
our families’ engagement has shone through during the 
toughest of times.  The most recent lockdown has been harder 
for many reasons but our learners have risen to the challenge 
and truly followed our school vision: ‘Let your light shine’.   
The online learning has been phenomenal, and has included 
outdoor learning adventures, baking skills and times tables 
competitions.   Weekly virtual assemblies aired on our You Tube 
channel have enabled children and families to connect with one 
another and remain part of our JHN family.  You can still view 
them: just Google John Henry Newman Academy You Tube 
and you will find us.  
As a welcome back to our children, 330 furry new friends joined 
our community!  These new friends were part of our well-being 

strategy to ensure the children felt valued, happy and wanted 
upon their return.  The furry friends brightened up the day and 
several parents commented on our Facebook page how the 
children had returned home happy, and taken their new 
learning buddies to bed with them.  
As a school, we know how hard the last year has been.  In a 
message to our families on social media, Ms. Katie Screaton has 
reassured our parents:  

Upon their return our children will not hear us using the 
language of ‘catch-up’ and ‘lost-learning’ in school… Our 
children need to know they are going to be OK, and not 
become this self-fulfilling prophecy of being a 'lost 
generation’.  We are under no illusion that this is going to be 
challenging for us all, and in some cases it will take time, but 
we will get there’.  

Finally, we would like to thank all our JHN families for their 
support and kind words during lockdown, and say thank you for 
some very thoughtful community contributions which have 
made such a hard time a little easier.  Support for the school 
has ranged from food parcels for the community; IT equipment 
for those without devices; financial donations; Body Shop 
goodies for staff well-being, and even a pizza delivery to the 
staff one day for lunch.  It has been truly humbling.  Never 
before have our school values of Love, Celebration, Courage 
and Community been more apparent than they have been in 
the last year.  Thank you.                 

submitted by Rachel Weston 

NEWS FROM LITTLEMORE VILLAGE HALL 
We are looking forward to opening our doors again as soon as 
regulations permit.  Assuming that the road map progresses as 
planned, we hope to be able to welcome back our organised 
classes in the summer term.  
Over the summer, we plan to make use of our outside spaces 
for more community and social events.  We hope all bookings, 
including private parties, will be back to normal in the autumn. 
The Village Hall needs more volunteers…  
Would you like to get involved?  Would you be interested in 
joining the occasional working party, or helping at an event now 
and then?   If you have more time to spare and would like to be 
part of our regular team, why not join the committee?  
All help is welcome, but we are currently looking for people to 
take on the following roles especially:  

• Honorary Treasurer 
• Website and IT manager 

…and there may be a work opportunity… 
Caretaker: paid work, flexible hours, according to level of 
bookings.  Initially one to five hours per week, depending on 
how business develops through the year. 

Please email littlemorevillagehall@gmail.com for more detail 
about any of the above.                                    Claire Drinkwater 

OPPORTUNITIES TO HELP 
DONATE YOUR UNUSED LAPTOP! 

It may have got too slow for your use, but I take old, unwanted 
laptops and make them usable again.  I wipe all the data off the 
hard drive using a special piece of software and then make the 
laptops function like a Chromebook.  The laptops should not 
be more than 10-12 years old.  They need to have a Windows 7 
sticker on them or something newer. 
So far I have restored & distributed 110 laptops to schools, 
including John Henry Newman Academy.  I am now trying to 
collect another 10-20 laptops to be given to JHN.  Originally, 
the reclaimed laptops were to enable children follow online 
lessons at home.  Now I am hoping to improve the availability 
of Laptops more generally at the school, to support 
disadvantaged and vulnerable children. 
See: www.henleystandard.co.uk/news/caversham/159860/
pupils-love-learning-again-thanks-to-donated-laptops.html?
cmpredirect. 

Gӧran Lennartsson,  
Eco-Recycling Coordinator & Maths Teacher 

Contact: eco.recycling@oratory.co.uk 

PAINT A PEBBLE TO LOOK LIKE AN EASTER EGG  See 
Easter Egg Hunt in St Mary & S Nicholas Church News on p 2. 

JOIN THE LITTLEMORE VILLAGE HALL VOLUNTEERS … 
or enquire about paid work there.  See above. 
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NATIONAL PENSIONERS’ CONVENTION 
Fighting for the rights of older people. 
The pandemic has shown how valuable the internet is in 
helping older people stay in touch with their families and 
essential services.  However many are unable to contact family 
or access the most basic online services because they can’t 
afford it or don’t have the skills.  We think that all over 75s 
should be offered access to free and safe broadband, and 
computer training to avoid being isolated in digital poverty.   
So the NPC is urging the Government to make it mandatory for 
broadband and mobile providers to give free internet access to 
our oldest citizens, and a social rate for other vulnerable 
groups.  They should also offer free training and support for 
those in these groups who don’t have computer skills.   
The call follows the launch of the NPC Connections For All 
campaign at our Dignity Action Day on 1 February.  We 
recognise that some will never use a computer, and for that 
reason we also support those who oppose the move toward a 
cashless society. 
Even during the pandemic the NPC remains active, mainly 
online for the moment.  Our Women’s Working Party is 
particularly keen to hear from women who might be interested 
in their work.   
INTERESTED IN THE WORK OF THE NPC?  Want to know 
more?  To find out more email: info@npcuk.org. 
• For free advice and training on using the internet, call the free 

Citizens Online Digital Support Helpline: 0808 196 5883  

 

THE CENSUS: March 2021 
The census gives a picture of all the people & households in an 
area: this helps with planning & funding public services.  All 
households must take part: the Office for National Statistics 
field force will be out & about during April to collect stragglers. 
How has Littlemore changed? 
The 3 roads that serve the whole community seem to have 
been here for centuries though they were little more than 
wagon tracks up to a century ago.  In 1086 when the 
community was quite new, the population was about 7 
households.  In 1801 there were about 259 souls, and by 1901, 
by which time the count included residents of the Mental 
Hospital, there were 1500.   

By 2011 Littlemore had been absorbed into Oxford City (from 
South Oxfordshire).  The area had grown by 20% from the 
previous decade compared to 8% for the rest of the City.

Littlemore Ward had 6,278 residents living in 2,694 households  
while Littlemore south of the ring road had 3,500 residents 
living in 1,500 households.  

It will be interesting to see what the 2021 census tells us: results 
will be available by 2023, by which time, if all the projected 
developments go ahead, they will be quite out of date. 

Map of Littlemore 100 years ago.  
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Campaigning  
Oxfordshire Pensioners 

The National Pensioners’ Convention is the largest UK 
campaigning group of pensioners 

Oxfordshire NPC Group is one of 1,000 local groups in the National 
Pensioners Convention. Run by our members for over 40 years the 
NPC campaigns on older people’s issues.  We make submissions to 
national and local government on policies affecting older people. 
Since 1981 Oxfordshire volunteer members have campaigned about 
the NHS, Social Care, public transport, TV Licensing, Loneliness, 
Pensions and financial support issues.  NPC features regularly in the 
local and national media.  We work with many other local groups.  We 
participate in NPC Thames Valley Region, are a group member of 
OCVA, and of Oxford 50+ Network.  
In our calendar for 2021:  June 3-day NPC Annual Conference, 
September our Transport Conference, 1 October UN Older 
People’s Day, November Lobby of Parliament. 
Please join us. Individual MembershIp is just £10 a year 

Oxfordshire NPC Group 2021 Membership Form 
NAME  
Address 
                                                                                             Postcode  
Phone                                                    email 
I consent to Oxfordshire NPC Group holding my contact details and keeping 
me informed of activities.   

Signature  ……………………. 

Please return this Form with £10 
(cheques payable to Oxfordshire NPC Group) to: 

Charles Stone, Flat 5, 60 West Way, Botley, OX2 9JT 
Our maintenance team out and about in the cold.

Spring Lane (now 
cut by ring road 
into Newman 
Road/Long Lane 
and Spring Lane)  

Oxford Road 

Cowley Road

Trees help combat global warming by absorbing carbon dioxide.  They further improve our air quality by releasing oxygen 
back into the air.  They reduce wind speeds, and cool the air as they lose moisture and reflect heat upwards from their leaves.   
They help to prevent soil erosion and flooding because their root systems stabilise the land and absorb stormwater.



RAILWAY LANE 
see LITTLEMORE LOCAL issue 437 
Scheme Summary: 101 Residential Dwellings (see map below) 
The land at Railway Lane Littlemore is owned by W E Black, the 
parent Company of the Cantay Group.  Cantay and the City 
Council Housing Company have already agreed terms for the 
sale of a completed development as a wholly affordable 
housing development to bolster the provision of affordable 
housing in the City.  Current Status: Pre-Planning: however Cllr 
Tanner who retires in May has said that he looks forward to 
being on the committee which approves this plan: ie the 
decision may have been made before any public consultation.  
The company plans to start work in 2021 with Phase 1 delivery 
in early 2023, so if you wish to comment, look out for the 
planning application in the next few weeks.   

ARMSTRONG ROAD  
0/02672/FUL | Erection of two 2-storey buildings at SAE 
Institute: see issue 436 LITTLEMORE LOCAL 
to provide 3,500 square metres or @ 37500 sq ft (gross 
internal area) of flexible commercial floorspace with associated 
car parking (101 parking spaces for up to 278 employees) with 
vehicular access via existing entrance from Armstrong Road.  
UPDATE: listed to go to East Area Planning Committee for 
decision at some time yet to be announced: you may still 
comment. 

SANDFORD ROAD 
20/00934/FUL | Land To The Rear Of The George Inn 
See issue 433 of LITTLEMORE LOCAL. 
Erection of 2 x 1 bed, 3 x 2 bed and 3 x 3 bed dwellings.  
Status: unknown (not yet decided): there is dispute about land 
ownership which is holding things up.  However the pub car 
park will still be lost to public use. 

THOMSON TERRACE    
20/02654/CT3 | Land To The Rear Of 1 And 3 Thomson Terrace 
Erection of 3 x 2 bed dwelling houses etc alongside the ring 
road.  Update: approved March 2021. 

CHAMPION WAY  
20/00833/FUL: Garage Block Rear Of 39 Champion Way and 
alongside the ring road: Demolition of 7 garages.  Erection of 4 
x 1-bed dwellings.  UPDATE: Approved Nov 2020. 

LANHAM WAY  
17/00991/OUT: up to 16 residential units (houses and flats) on 
site of Former Workshop: entry and exit to be via Medhurst 
Way: UPDATE: currently withdrawn: the City Council plans to 
buy the land so there will be another application in due course. 

HERSCHEL CRESCENT:  
New Pavilion, Workshop and improved playing fields: see issue 
435 of LITTLEMORE LOCAL: the Parish Council is pressing ahead 
with its plans for Herschel Crescent Recreation ground: 
UPDATE: preplanning: a formal planning application may be 
expected soon. 

OXFORD ROAD ENHANCED TRAFFIC CALMING 
Well reported in previous issues so residents were consulted on 
this one: approved by Cllr Constance one week after she 
approved the plans for Cowley Low Traffic Neighbourhood and 
due to be implemented April 2021. 
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PLANNING MATTERS 
If you wish to be kept abreast of planning proposals in the neighbourhood, put ‘oxford planning portal’ into your search engine.  

A page inviting you to view and comment on planning applications should be on the list. 
www.oxford.gov.uk/info/20066/planning_applications/328/view_and_comment_on_planning_applications 

You can search planning applications in your area, and have your say and follow their progress.  Even better, you can also register your postcode with Planning Finder, and 
ask to be sent weekly updates for the area you choose.

101 NEW HOMES PROPOSED FOR RAILWAY LANE



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
• About: DISRUPTION OF NATURAL HABITATS 
I live in Littlemore and run a Pest Control Company here.  I’m 
writing because we are concerned about the sharp rise in calls 
we are receiving about mole and rat infestations especially 
since building work got under way on the site near Sainsbury’s, 
Heyford Hill.  Moles tunnel underground where they will: with 
heavy infestations the ground can become unstable.  The 
sewers beneath our homes are the perfect habitat for rats: they 
carry nasty diseases and can also inflict structural damage.  The 
problem seems to be that the high number of new large 
housing estates is upsetting the stability of existing habitats.  
The Recreation Grounds in Sandford and Littlemore are 
suffering infestations, as are gardens and church graveyards.  
Last year we received 12 calls from mourners distressed by 
molehills round the graves in a local church.  The County and 
City councils are aware of the problem, so we are surprised that 
they continue to support large housing developments here.  I 
saw in the last issue of LITTLEMORE LOCAL that a large area of 
wilded land near the village hall has been cleared for possible 
development.  ProPest opposes additional new housing 
developments in the parish as they are disturbing the natural 
habitats of the above pests and moving them quite literally into 
our living spaces.  Because of our concern, to help residents 
stay safe we have set up an Emergency Pest Control Advice 
Phone Line offering free advice: call 01865-579 366  Mon-Fri: 
07:30-19.30   Sat: 08:00-17:00   Sun: 10:00-16:00.     

Pete White, MD Pro-Pest: www.propestoxford.com 

• About: THE LACK OF INVESTMENT IN INFRASTRUCTURE 
Littlemore is being flooded with housing schemes without any 
apparent regard for the impact on traffic and the environment 
more generally.  Public transport provision in Littlemore is poor, 
and the Low Traffic Neighbourhood Schemes in Cowley will 
now mean that residents trying to reach other parts of Oxford 
will necessarily be funnelled along the already congested 
Oxford Road, a situation that will only be exacerbated when the 
scores, if not hundreds of new residents’ vehicles arrive. 
I understand that people need homes.  My complaint is that the 
Council is closing its eyes to the consequent need for 
infrastructure.                                                        Frank Gargent 

THE LACK OF ATTENTION TO INFRASTRUCTURE  
In the last census (2011) Littlemore Ward had 6,278 residents 
living in 2,694 households.  There were also residents living in 
communal establishments (such as hospitals).  The population 
had grown by nearly 20% over the previous decade, a relatively 
fast growth compared to the rest of the city.  This growth has 
continued and there is no sign that it will stop.  In 2011 we had 
a large enough population to justify having a General Practice 
with 3 GPs here.  So every so often I write to the Clinical 
Commissioning Group to ask whether this is being considered.  
I have never received an acknowledgment, let alone a reply.       

                Ed 

POSSIBLE INTRODUCTION OF CONTROLLED PARKING 
In June 2018 The City and County Council laid out a 
programme to introduce controlled parking zones in different 
areas of the City.  Littlemore North of the ring road was priority 
2, and Littlemore South, Priority 4.  The roll out is already 
delayed.  There is as yet no date, nor funding for Priority 3 and 
4 zones, though residents have recently been consulted for 
their initial thoughts.  There will be future consultations as and 
when the plans move forward.  Meanwhile Cllr Tanner, Sanders 
and Corais are totally opposed to their introduction here, so if 
you think they are necessary in your road, you need to say so.  
You can write to christian.mauz@oxfordshire.gov.uk.    

COWLEY LOW TRAFFIC NEIGHBOURHOODS 
Most of Littlemore Residents weren’t consulted about this plan. 
I got to hear about it by chance and reported it in Issue 434 of 
LITTLEMORE LOCAL.  Three aspects concern people: 

• the failure to consult most Littlemore residents 
• inconvenience and additional costs to Littlemore residents 

because 50% of the routes in and out of that part of our 
neighbourhood which lies west of TOA have been closed 
(see below). 

• possible increase of traffic, noise and air pollution on the 3 
remaining routes, especially Oxford Road. 

Because so many residents have contacted LITTLEMORE LOCAL 
to report that their concerns were being ignored, I’ve spent 
some time on this.  Please see the correspondence between 
me, Cllr Constance, and Patrick Lingwood (Active Travel Lead) 
on pages 7 and 8 of the longer online version of LITTLEMORE 
LOCAL. 
Their email addresses are in the public sphere: 

• yvonne.constance@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
• patrick.lingwood@oxfordshire.gov.uk                                Ed 

LITTLEMORE LOW TRAFFIC NEIGHBOURHOODS??? 
The correspondence (referred to above and laid out on pp 7 & 8) isn’t  
closed: Mr Lingwood suggests that Littlemore could have Low 
Traffic Neighbourhoods.  Residents of Oxford Road asked for 
this 6 years go and were told ‘no’.  It is now fashionable, and by 
a chance of timing, the residents of Cowley have several while 
the options for Littlemore seem further reduced.  Mr Lingwood 
acknowledges that Sandford & Oxford Road are being made to 
act as strategic roads (A roads) even though they are 
unclassified roads, and that this might get worse: perhaps the 
Parish Councils of Sandford & Littlemore could work together 
and challenge the way these roads are used as a rat run and a 
car park.                                                                                    Ed 
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LETTERS @ COWLEY LOW TRAFFIC NEIGHBOURHOODS  
to and from those responsible for it.  This exchange took less 
than a week, and is not yet over, but meanwhile, thank you to 
Mr Lingwood for his speedy replies, as his speed has provided 
something for readers of LL to see. 

FROM LITTLEMORE LOCAL TO COUNCILLOR CONSTANCE 

Dear Cllr Constance, 

I’m the editor of Littlemore Local.  During the last few months 
I’ve received complaints from Littlemore residents about the 
way their anxieties about the potential impact of the Cowley 
LTN have been received by the planning officers to whom they 
have written.  They have felt ‘patronised’ and ‘dismissed’.  
Some feel that our community is being ‘kettled’.  
  
Since you were the officer responsible for agreeing the plans, 
you are concerned about health and welfare and you ‘look 
forward to a city that will be a healthier and cleaner place for 
all’, I am writing to you instead.  I’d like to publish your answer.  
My copy deadline is Friday week. 

Background 
Littlemore is a collection of cul de sacs: though a small pocket 
of housing lies off Sandy Lane West, for the most part the 
neighbourhood is served by 4 unclassified residential roads 
which lead in and out in 6 directions: 
  

• Cowley Road Littlemore leads  
• north to Cowley and our local shopping centre, via 

Littlemore Road,  
• west to Blackbird Leys and our local leisure centre, via 

Bartholomew Road 
• east to Rose Hill, via Mayfair Road.   

• Newman Road leads east to Rose Hill and the ring road 
• Oxford Road leads to the ring road 
• Sandford Road leads south to Grenoble Road, Sandford and 

the A4074 

Cowley Road Littlemore will soon be closed to through traffic as 
the result of Littlemore, Bartholomew and Mayfair Roads being 
closed in order to improve Cowley.  So the 6 routes in and out 
of Littlemore will be reduced to 3.  Since we have no medical or 
 dental services here, those needing to take a car to 5 of the 6 
General Practices that serve our community will be faced with a 
longer and more costly journey. 
  
Each of the three roads that is to remain open is narrow.  Each 
is reduced to a single lane by existing traffic calming measures, 
so traffic already builds to a standstill in each.  Oxford Road has 
yet to feel the impact of a substantial housing estate being built 
off it, and there are several large projects in the pipeline.  The 
Parish Council tells me that Oxford Road’s roundabout junction 
with the ring road is recognised as being already at capacity.  
  
So it seems that improvements are being planned to some 
parts of Oxford at the expense of others. 
  
My question: 

Can you reassure residents of Newman, Oxford and 
Sandford Roads that the quality of their life and health will 
not be adversely affected by the plans to reduce traffic and 
pollution in Cowley? 

Thank you 
Dr Judith Godsland 

FROM PATRICK LINGWOOD TO LL 
Thank you for your email to Cllr Yvonne Constance sent 04 
March 2021 about the experimental Low Traffic Neighbourhood 
(LTN) for Cowley area.  I am responding on her behalf. 
  
Routes in and out of Littlemore 
You identify the 6 routes in and out of Littlemore.  We accept 
that for car travel that these will reduce to 3 routes.  Why are 
we doing this?  The 3 other routes that you identify pass 
through mainly residential roads.  Residents in those roads 
suffer from the noise and danger of motorised vehicles.  More 
generally we are planning in Oxford for strategic routes to take 
the majority of through traffic and that residential roads just 
take local traffic, so that like in Littlemore, most residents live in 
cul-de-sacs. 
  
The lock down has shown that many people would like to use 
their cycles.  The Oxford LCWIP sets out a comprehensive cycle 
network for Oxford, distinguishing between Quickways (along 
the main roads) and Quietway (along cycle paths and quiet 
residential roads).  For people in Littlemore wanting to cycle to 
Cowley Centre or beyond to Florence Park and the schools, 
there is currently no Quietway.  The traffic along Littlemore-
Cowley Road is intimidating to most cyclists.  A very important 
purpose of the LTN is to provide Littlemore residents with a 
pleasant and safe option to cycle to the nearest large shopping 
centre as well as encourage children to cycle beyond to the 
various schools.  In that way, the LTN opens up a route for 
cyclists which does not currently exist.  

We recognise that many people will still need to drive.  A quick 
calculation shows that the LTN will have a minimal impact on 
most routes from Littlemore on the 3 remaining strategic 
routes.  These should at most be just a few minutes longer 
without the disbenefit of disturbing other residential streets.  
The examples you mention of typical destinations of Littlemore 
residents have been calculated using Google timings based on 
someone living in Cowley Road Littlemore. 
  

In this way, we hope that all residents will benefit, with people 
able to make safe convenient and pleasant cycle routes when 
they choose to cycle and equally convenient routes using the 
strategic road when they choose to drive. 

The impact on the main roads 
It is difficult at this point to assess the impact on the main 
roads.  It is likely that after an initial period of upheaval, many 
people will make minor route and mode changes to fit in with 
the new layouts.  This will lead to lower traffic levels and less air 
pollution. We expect for many residents, the improvement to 
cycle route 16 (including improvements all the way from 
Greater Leys to James Street) will make cycling a viable and 
attractive option.  Around 50% of respondents in the Cowley 
LTN survey said they would definitely cycle more during the 
LTN trial.  Equally many will start walking to very nearby 

Destination By car pre-
LTN

By car post-LTN By cycle

BBL centre 5 mins Via 
Bartholomew 

Rd

9 mins out 
5 mins back Via 

bypass

6 mins 
Via route 16 path

Cowley 
Centre

4 mins via 
Littlemore Rd

6 mins via Rose 
Hill & Church 

Cowley Rd

5 mins via 
Littlemore Rd-

Cowley Rd
Rose Hill 

centre
4 mins via 
Mayfair Rd

3 mins via 
Newman Rd or via 

Oxford Rd

6 mins via Ring 
Road path
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locations.  In part the creation of the LTN has already generated 
a sense of community in many of the areas.  For instance, there 
are volunteers to look after the planters and there are ideas of 
street events to celebrate the neighbourhoods. 
Those needing the car are likely to find that the LTN filters have 
only marginal impacts on longer journeys.  In one case, we have 
already made a minor change to Newman Road by installing a 
yellow box at the Rose Hill entry to make that junction easier 
for residents to enter and exit.  For those driving from further 
afield, the impact might be that less traffic uses Littlemore (e.g. 
those exiting off the A4074 and driving through Littlemore may 
stay on the A4074 all the way to the roundabout and use Rose 
Hill). 
In summary, we cannot be certain about the traffic impacts but 
generally, in line with the name, we expect traffic to fall in the 
residential roads and to have little impact in the longer term on 
the main road flows.  The point of the experiment is to measure 
those impact in a real life experiment.  The purpose of the 
experiment is to improve residents’ welfare and residential 
liveability.  We do not expect Littlemore roads to have more 
traffic.  However, during the experiment we will monitor the 
impacts and make the decision of whether to make the changes 
permanent or not on the outcomes in 6 months’ time. 
  
LITTLEMORE LOCAL TO and FROM PATRICK LINGWOOD 
Thank you for your reply:  to save Cllr Constance time, I had 
worded my question so as to generate a one word answer.  
Since you answer at some length, this has generated further 
questions.  I’d be grateful for a reply.   

From this point, Mr Lingwood’s replies are intercalated in italic 
into my email, beneath each question that I ask. 

You say that the 3 roads you plan to close are ‘residential roads 
in which residents suffer from the noise and danger of 
motorised vehicles’.  
  

Do you mean to imply that the same cannot be said of 
Newman, Oxford (Littlemore) and Sandford Roads?   

  
No, those roads are also residential.  In terms of establishing a 
hierarchy, we are seeking to keep through traffic on the 
identified main roads, e.g. A4158 Rose Hill, A4142 bypass, 
B480 Oxford-Garsington Road, A4074.  Within 
neighbourhoods, all roads will still be open to all motorised 
vehicles, but the underlying principle is “to, not through” so 
roads will carry traffic to the strategic roads. 
  

If you do not mean to imply that Newman, Oxford and 
Sandford Roads are free from the noise and danger of 
motorised traffic, do you mean to imply that the residents of 
these roads are entitled to less concern for their health and 
safety? 

As above, the principle is to link from a neighbourhood to the 
nearest main road.  Roads within Cowley area will still carry 
traffic.  The purpose of the LTNs is to introduce quieter roads.  
At this point it is not possible to predict whether Newman 
Road will carry more or less traffic.  Oxford and Sandford 
roads are more an issue for Littlemore residents whether they 
want to support a local LTN.  Oxford LCWIP promotes the 
idea of LTNs where these are supported by residents. 

  
You describe Newman, Oxford (Littlemore) and Sandford Roads 
as ‘the 3 remaining strategic roads’.  My understanding is that a 
strategic road is an A road or a motorway.  What definition of 
strategic road are you using?   

Sorry that was clumsy wording.  I should have called them 
linking roads, though for the moment Sandford Road and 
Oxford Road (Littlemore) act as strategic roads as they serve 
through traffic from A4074 to other locations. 

Strategic are roads that are part of the wider Oxford and (for 
some) national road network. 

  
Your table indicates that journeys in and out of Littlemore will 
take longer than they do now.   

Does this imply that they will be more costly and polluting? 
  

I think the timings (from Google) demonstrate that the 
differences are mostly minimal except for the car route from 
Littlemore to Blackbird Leys.  The overall impact is likely to be 
positive for both Cowley and Littlemore residents as residents 
will now have a more realistic choice other than the car.  But 
that is the purpose of the experiment to find out.   

  
Oxford and Newman Roads form part of the cycle routes to The 
Oxford Academy and John Henry Newman Academy; each 
links to the ring road cycle track, and thence to the Bus stops at 
Redbridge Park and Ride, to the City and the Railway.  You 
justify the road closures by saying that the traffic along 
Littlemore-Cowley Road is intimidating to most cyclists.   

Do you mean to imply that this cannot be said of Oxford Road 
or Newman Road?   

  
Yes, I think traffic levels on Littlemore Road – Cowley Road 
were more intimidating for cyclists.  We are seeking to 
improve all the routes for cyclists.  That is why we introduced 
the improved crossing from Newman Road to the cycle path. 

  
You say that the point of the 6-month experiment is to measure 
the impact of road closures in a real life situation, though real 
life at the moment restricts our movements and traffic 
flow.  Even if all pandemic restrictions are lifted on 21 June, the 
following few weeks will be school holidays.   

How will you feel confident that your results are accurate? 
What previous surveys will you measure your findings against? 
  

Covid 19 has created a challenge in terms of monitoring.  It is 
unlikely we will ever go back to the traffic flows that existed 
before Covid 19.   The monitoring will therefore be whether a 
new reality emerges with higher cycle and pedestrian flows 
and greater satisfaction from residents and people travelling. 
  

You suggest that in future drivers to and from the A4074 might 
choose not to drive through Littlemore to cut off the Heyford 
Hill junction.   

Why would they chose to do the extra miles if Oxford Road 
remains open for them to use? 

  
With Cowley-Littlemore Road closed to motor traffic, there 
may be some drivers who use that route to go to Cowley 
Centre. 

 —————————-— 

Cllr Constance is County Council Member for the Environment. 
Patrick Lingwood is Lead on Active Travel at County level.  

Their email addresses are in the public sphere: 
yvonne.constance@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
patrick.lingwood@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
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LITTLEMORE LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY 

CAPTAIN HILL’S REVOLVER 
Captain James Samuel Hill was a first world war hero who was 
awarded the military cross for his exceptional courage and 
initiative in repelling a German attack in November 1916.  

He had joined the Oxford and Buckinghamshire light infantry as 
a corporal at the outbreak of war, but soon transferred to the 
Loyal North Lancashire regiment (he was born in Whitworth, 
near Rochdale), where he rose quickly through the ranks. At 
one point he was seriously wounded in his right hip. 

Resident in Littlemore from 
1922 until his death in 1967, 
he became a leading figure in 

the community, serving on the parish and district councils, 
acting as president of the Royal British Legion, and running the 
local cricket club, having formerly played for Oxfordshire.  

During the second world war, Captain Hill became the area’s 
civil defence sector warden.  Under his direction, volunteers 
trained for a German invasion, digging trenches and practising 
with live rounds.  The high stone walls around his property also 
acquired gun slits (some of which can still be seen).  With the 
Cowley works an obvious target for German bombers, he 
oversaw the construction of a large air shelter in the Oxford 
Road recreation ground, which still stands.  Operations were 
conducted from a dedicated room at the front of his house.  
Like many survivors of the great war, Hill rarely talked about his 
experiences of combat.  

However his service lives on: in March 2012, Captain Hill’s 
service revolver was found in the attic of his former home 
during emergency work to remove an unstable slate water tank, 
weighing 180kg, from a collapsing floor. 

Still in its original brown leather holster, marked with his name, 
the weapon is a Webley Mark V:  they were only produced 
between 1913 and 1915. 

The last live round was probably fired around 1940, during 
volunteer defence preparations for a German invasion.   

Captain Hill’s son remembered being shown how to use it as a 
schoolboy of about 14, around the time of Dunkirk.  ‘It had a 
tremendous kick’ he recalled, and ‘almost threw me off my 
feet’.   

On discovery the revolver was checked for live rounds and a 
thorough search was made for ammunition.  The mechanism 
initially appeared very rusty and seized, but after a quick clean 
it became clear that the gun was perfectly functional.   

According to Hill’s son, it had continued to be used at least 
once year to fire blanks at school races.  As a prohibited 
firearm, the local Police were called to remove it from the 
property.  It is now in their custody and the process of seeking 
to preserve it has started.  

submitted by Mary Steele 

below: Littlemore Volunteer Services, 1940 with Captain Hill centre 
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WHO’S WHO IN LITTLEMORE 
incorporating WHAT’S ON in April & May 

KEY: LOCATIONS IN LITTLEMORE 
ACF Army Cadet Force Building, OX4 6LD 
ATC Air Cadet Forces Centre, OX4 6LD  
BDB Blessed Dominic Barberi Hall, OX4 4JX 
EKH Edith Kempson House, OX4 4QB 
HCR Herschel Crescent Recreation Ground, OX4 3TU 
IBC Indoor Bowls Club, OX4 6NA 
JHN John Henry Newman Academy, OX4 4LS 
LCC Littlemore Community Centre, OX4 4PL 
LRC Littlemore Rugby Club, OX4 4NH 
LVH Littlemore Village Hall, OX4 4PY 
RBL Royal British Legion Hall, OX4 4LZ 
RCF Rose Hill Children+Families Centre, OX4 4UY 
RHC Rose Hill Community Centre, OX4 4HF 
SHQ Scout HQ, Fairlie Road, OX4 3SW  
SJF St John Fisher School, OX4 6LD 
SM+SN St Mary and St Nicholas Church, near OX4 4PB 
TOA The Oxford Academy, OX4 6JZ 

What’s On in Littlemore will depend on how the easing of 
restrictions goes:  so here is a reminder of the planned steps.  

They are not written in stone: please remember that 
maintaining your distance and covering your face when you go 
out is as important now as it ever has been.  Every face mask 

worn correctly and every pair of washed hands makes a 
difference: they will remain important at each step. 

Step one:  From 8 March, schools and colleges will be open 
for all students but otherwise we need to continue to stay at 
home and follow the existing CoViD-19 rules until 29 March 
when the rule of six or meeting with one other household 
outdoors will be introduced. 
Step two: From 12 April, we will see a more significant 
change, with all retail, libraries, community centres and outdoor 
attractions reopening.  Hospitality venues will be able to open 
for outdoor service, with no requirement for a substantial meal 
to be served alongside alcoholic drinks, and no curfew.  Indoor 
leisure facilities such as gyms will also reopen for individuals or 
households.  Overnight stays away from home in this country 
will be permitted (but people should minimise domestic travel 
where they can).  Self-contained accommodation can also 
reopen, though must only be used by members of the same 
household. 
Step three:  From 17 May, the rule of six and meeting with 
another household will extend to indoors; indoor hospitality, 
entertainment and attractions will reopen; some large events 
will take place; plus there will be a shift in domestic overnight 
stays with international travel a possibility. 
Step four: From 21 June, there will be no legal limits on social 
contact and life events plus large events will be possible. 

•Acrobatics, Parkour, Aerial & Stunts: UKCF Academy©: 
starting soon at TOA: Parkour park + Tumble track, Stunts, 
Flips, Ropes, trapezes, silks, hoops, handstand canes & more.  
Sundays: *10:30am-6pm: age 7-17 years    *6-7pm: 18+  Pre-
book only.  see: www.ukcfacademy.co.uk: Contact: Oliver 
Ward 03302 233 995.  Please see p 13 for Easter flyer. 

•Advice Centre (Rose Hill & Donnington) at RHC: tel 0800 
170 0156, admin@rhdadvice.org, or see www.rhdadvice.org: 
see extended entry on page 13. 

•AgeUK events usually at LCC: David Garces: 07827 235 432, 
davidgarces@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk 

•Air Cadets: usually at ATC: now ONLINE: Flt Lt O'Riordan: 
oc.2210@rafac.mod.gov.uk, or see www.aircadets.tv/2210   

•Allotments: * Thomson Terrace: Allotments are available: 
contact Francis Glassborow: TTAA.Secretary2020@gmail.com, 
Tom Dyra 07867 931 487, or julia.brocklesby@gmail.com 
*Minchery Farm (see City Council website) *Elder Stubbs (see 
City Council website or Restore website) and * Denny Gardens 
(see www.odfaa.com/members/contact) 

•Angling Society: Extensive local still and running waters: 
No Spring League this year, but see front page for more.  Alan 
Campbell, alancampbell0811@gmail.com, 01865 964 126, or 
see www.littlemoreanglingsociety.co.uk 

•Army Cadets: usually at ACF: now ONLINE: contact: SSI Sally 
Turner, 9982turne@armymail.mod.uk or see 
www.armycadets.com/county/oxfordshire-acf 

•Barberi Club: social group usually at BDB Hall: as yet unable 
to meet: contact Teresa Prescott: 07749 386 218, 
teresaprescott71@yahoo.co.uk 

•Bowls (Indoor): IBC: Sandy Lane West OX4 6NA: see 
www.oxbowls.co.uk

•Childcare: Littlemore Preschool: OPEN at LCC: M-F 
9-12noon: term-times: for pre-school children from 2-4 yrs: we 
currently have spaces available for 3-yr olds: Manager: Hayley 
Cox: littlemoreplaygroup@yahoo.co.uk. Phone 01865 396 449 
when open, or  Follow us on Facebook: Littlemore Playgroup 

•Childcare: Little Peeple Nursery: OPEN at TOA  8am to 
5.30pm, 48 weeks a year.  Manager: Lindsey Hart: 01865 397 
972, littlepeeplenursery@peeple.org.uk     

•Childcare: The Old Station Nursery: OPEN at Oxford 
Science Park, for children aged 3months-5years: open all year.  
Please contact Charlotte Dagg:  
osp@theoldstationnursery.co.uk or 01865 777 167 

•Coffee Shop at LVH: contact Claire Drinkwater for updates, 
01865 718 580 

•Community Emergency Food Bank: OPEN at EKH: Andrew 
Bevan, 01865 514 374, or 07799 532 177 

•Conservation Groups: Berks Bucks & Oxford Wildlife Trust: 
wis-oxon@bbowt.org.uk.   

•Dance (Jive+: Modern Jive) for 16+: usually at TOA: contact 
Coralie Green: 07767 360 854,  coralie@jiveplus.com, or see 
www.jiveplus.com   

•Dance: Street Dance with Body Politic: at TOA from 21st 
April to 7th July : Wednesdays 4.30-5.30pm: classes for those 
aged 11-16.  (Easter taster session available, too).  Contact 
Angela Cupidon education@bodypoliticdance.com, or see 
www.bodypoliticdance.com  

•FAITH GROUPS:

St Mary and St Nicholas C of E Church, Sandford Road, 
near OX4 4PB: Please find our news and details of ONLINE 
services and groups on page 2: or look on our website: 
www.littlemorechurch.org.  Rev Margreet Armitstead: 
01865 748 003, vicar@littlemorechurch.org   
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Littlemore Baptist Church: Edith Kempson House, Chapel 
Lane, Littlemore, OX4 4QB: the building of the church is 
given over to the Community Emergency Foodbank: church 
services continue ONLINE: Sundays 10.30 am.  Please 
contact Rev Jeryl Bayona: 07903 745 807, 
jeryl.bayona@littlemorebaptist.org.uk, or see 
www.littlemorebaptist.org.uk for the meeting ID & pw. 
Emmanuel Church Oxford: Littlemore Connect Group: 
usually at LCC: we’re still unable to meet face to face but 
we hope to return to LCC in due course: meanwhile we 
have zoom meetings from time to time: if you’d like to join 
us contact Paul Billingham: 
littlemore@emmanueloxford.org, or see https://
emmanueloxford.org/connect-groups/find-a-group 
Blessed Dominic Barberi Roman Catholic Church, Cowley 
Road, Littlemore, OX4 4JX   Contact: Fr Zbigniew Zieba 
(Fr Ziggy) bldominicbarberioxford@yahoo.com,  01865 778 
454.  BDB is open for celebrations of Masses and other 
sacraments & devotions.  Those attending must wear masks 
during Masses and observe all CoViD-19 rules for public 
worship. *Weekend Mass times: Saturday Vigil - 6pm, 
Sunday 11am      *Weekday Mass times: Mondays, 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, Fridays & Saturdays at 9am.  There 
is a half hour Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament with 
Benediction after 9am Mass on weekdays. 

• Football Coaching for girls & boys age 4-13 years: starting 
after easter: Tuesday evenings: *5-6pm age 4-8    *6-7pm 
age 9-12    @ TOA 3G Dome: offered by Oxford United in 
the Community: visit www.officialsoccerschools.co.uk/
oxfordunited or contact James Gilmore jgilmore@oufc.co.uk  
see also page 12 for flier about easter holiday courses 

•GENERAL PRACTICES 
There are no Primary Medical or Dental services in Littlemore 
but the following GP surgeries cover the Littlemore area 

Donnington Medical Partnership: 01865 771 313 
  1 Henley Ave, OX4 4DH 

Cowley Road Medical Practice: 01865 791 850 
  Manzil Way, Cowley, OX4 1XD 

Hollow Way Medical Centre: 01865 777 495 
  18 Ivy Close, Cowley, OX4 2NB 

The Leys Health Centre: 01865 778 244 
  Dunnock Way, OX4 7EX 

St Bartholomew’s Medical Centre: 01865 242 334 
  Manzil Way, Cowley Rd, Cowley, OX4 1XB 

Temple Cowley Health Centre: 01865 777 024 
  Temple Rd, Cowley, OX4 2HL 

•Growing Minds Project: OPEN: if you live in Littlemore and 
have a little one born 2018 onwards, do get in touch to find 
out more about the Growing Minds project & @ receiving free 
books.  Email families@peeple.org.uk or call Helen Stroudley 
on 01865 397 971. 

• Gym: FREE Sessions (over 50s): TOA: to start again in line 
with Govt guidelines: Sat & Sun 9-11am.  To book your 
induction call OX4 staff: 01865 783 238 (eves & w/e) or email 
ox4communityservices@theoxfordacademy.org 

•HALLS FOR HIRE: potential hirers must complete a risk 
assessment, and comply with CoViD-19 regulations. 

Royal British Legion Hall: Functions rooms, Games room 
and Bar: at Lakefield Road, Littlemore, OX4 4LZ.  See 
www.littlemorebritishlegion.co.uk.  Contact Katie Tutty 
littlemorerbl@gmail.com, or 01865 778 869 

Littlemore Village Hall: re-opening as soon as regulations 
allow.  Hall with kitchen, stage & garden: at Railway Lane, 
Littlemore, OX4 4PY.   You can now find full details of the 
Village Hall and its facilities on the new website at 
www.littlemorevillagehall.org  
The Oxford Academy: re-opening as soon as regulations 
allow.  Beecroft Theatre, Bistro Hall, Events Rooms, Sports 
Hall, 3G Full size floodlit pitch, 3G Dome, Astroturf pitches, 
Grass pitches, Dance Studio, Fitness Suite, Drama studio 
and Classrooms: at TOA, Sandy Lane West, Littlemore, OX4 
6JZ.  Contact OX4 Community Facilities: 01865 783 238, or 
ox4communityservices@theoxfordacademy.org  

•Isis Ringcraft usually at LVH, and we hope to return there 
soon: contact Sara Nixon: phone txt: 07721 939 800 

•Karate: Thursdays: usually at JHN: now ONLINE: contact 
Chris Wilmott: 07880 636 123, chriswilmott2000@yahoo.com  

•Kickboxing and Karate ONLINE: contact Michaela Clarke, 
07487 655 895  

•Library: Home Library Service: offers a Home Pick Up & 
Delivery with 2 metre social distancing at doorstep: 
RUNNING: now visiting individuals at their own home and 
Care homes/retirement complexes.  Kevin Salway, 01865 810 
259: homelibraryservice@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

•Library: Littlemore Public Library at TOA: though the school 
is open, for safety reasons the library is still closed to the 
public: Sharon Ingram: littlemore.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk, 
or see www.oxfordshire.gov.uk 

•Library: Oxford County Library, Westgate: SERVICES 
CONTINUE: see www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/leisure-
and-culture/libraries 

•Littlemore Local History Society: usually at LCC: now 
ONLINE via zoom: contact Sue Stewart: 
history.littlemore@gmail.com 

•Men’s Breakfast: usually at EKH: Andrew Bevan: 01865 514 
374: we’re not yet able to open as the building is given over 
to the Community Emergency Foodbank      

•Move It Don’t Lose It: lively 1-hour exercise class for over 60s 
including those unable to stand: classes are suspended until 
further notice: contact Jane Read: 01865 749 206     

•Music: Community Orchestra: usually at TOA: restrictions on 
gatherings mean we are unable to meet right now, but we 
hope to get back to rehearsals in the not too distant future!  
Meanwhile see www.cowleyorchestra.weebly.com  

•Music: Jubilate Band: continues ONLINE via zoom + 
recordings to play in the monthly Jubilate Church Service for 
SM+SN church: please contact Rev Margreet Armitstead 
01865 748 003, vicar@littlemorechurch.org we'll work with 
you in whatever way we can.  

•Music: Jubilee Brass: Although we’re not yet back to playing 
as a group, if you are interested in playing in a friendly/
welcoming Brass band when it's possible please contact: Cliff 
Sadler: jubileebrassoxford@gmail.com.  Players of all 
instruments are welcome 

•Music: Soundabout Music Group: for those with severe & 
profound learning disability: usually at LVH: now ONLINE:  
see www.soundabout.org.uk/newyear2021 for the current 
programme: to join in online contact info@soundabout.org.uk, 
01235 797 474  

•Open House usually at EKH: Andrew Bevan: 01865 514 374: 
we are unable to offer coffee and conversation just yet as the 
building is still given over entirely to the Community 
Emergency Foodbank.         
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•Peep Groups: ONLINE:  We are not yet running face-to-face 
groups, but are increasing the number of our zoom groups for 
babies to 2 yr olds + their parents & carers.  These offer 
singing, stories, & time to talk to practitioners.  Please contact 
families@peeple.org.uk or phone Lisse Honeyman on 07780 
716 098 for more information. 

•Pilates: Clever Movement Classes: face-to-face classes in 
Littlemore, Sandford and Iffley (1:1 and/or Group) are not yet 
possible, but classes continue ONLINE and are open to new 
members: contact Jane Callaway, Physiotherapist: 
janecallawaypilates@hotmail.co.uk, and see 
www.clevermovement.co.uk 

•Pop-Up Pilates: usually at LVH: now ONLINE: we are offering 
classes on Mondays 6.30 + 7.30pm, Tuesdays 5.30 + 6.30pm, 
Wednesday 5.30 + 6.30pm, Thursdays 6 + 6.30pm and 
Wednesday 10am.  These classes will run until spring: contact 
Lauren McLeod 07547 920 909, info@pop-up-pilates.com or 
see www.pop-up-pilates.com 

•Restore Shop & Café at Littlemore Hospital: contact Grace 
Ward littlemorerecoverygroup@restore.org.uk or 01865 902 
098: please check our website: www.restore.org.uk for 
updates on when the Littlemore Lounge will reopen 

•Rugby Training (Senior): usually at LRC: (on the right through the 
Northfield Close gate to TOA) .  We are looking forward to being able 
to meet again: info is updated daily @ fb: Littlemore RFC-
Littlemore Rugby Club, contact Carl Wright 07515 120 460, 
carl.wright@chch.ox.ac.uk or Jason Chambers 
jasonpaulchambers@hotmail.com 07796 607 740 

•Rugby training (Mini & Junior 5-14 yrs, all abilities welcome) 
usually at LRC (on the right through the Northfield Close gate to TOA) we 
are looking forward to being able to meet again: for updates 
contact John Perry 07766 954 922 or lrfcminichair@gmail.com  

•SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES 
Emmanuel Christian School: web: www.ecschool.co.uk, 
email: admin@ecschool.org.uk    
John Henry Newman Academy: web: 
www.jhnacademy.co.uk  
Mabel Prichard Secondary School: 
www.mabelprichard.org 
The Oxford Academy www.theoxfordacademy.org.uk 
St John Fisher Catholic Primary School www.st-john-
fisher.oxon.sch.uk   
SAE Institute: A partner Institute of Middlesex University: 
www.sae.edu/gbr/campuses/oxford 

•Singing: ONLINE zoom sessions based in Littlemore with 
SM&SN Musician-in-Residence Malcolm Atkins: People’s Note 
Group, and BBL Community Choir  contact him: 01865 721 
564, or 07872 991 287, or malcolm.atkins1@ntlworld.com 

•Singing and/or Social: ONLINE M-F: at 10.10 am   *Mon: 
Sing Along with People's Note: well known popular songs    
*Tues: Family Fun – songs, stories, activities    *Wednesdays: 
Sustainability: open sessions @ growing & keeping plants, 
trees, bees & all things natural    *Thurs: Quiz! Local history & 
many other topics    *Friday sessions for care homes or closed 
institutions (on demand: if you know an institution that would 
benefit do get in touch: for safeguarding reasons these aren’t 
open sessions.   *Saturday 2.30pm (on demand): Learning to 
play music and sing simple songs together.  For login details 
contact Malcolm Atkins on 01865 721 564 or 07872 991 287, 
or Rev Margreet Armitstead at St Mary & St Nicholas (above) 

•Slimming World: continuing at RBL when restrictions have 
lifted: contact Sarah Phipps: sltinton@aol.com 

•Stay & Play: usually at SHQ: Little Chuggers: we’ve not yet 
started to meet at Scout HQ, but hope to do so in the near 
future: if you’d like to volunteer to help the group, we would 
love to hear from you: please contact Ruth Lloyd, 07736 831 
038, littlechuggers@gmail.com 

•Walking Group: monthly: usually Fridays+ occasional other 
days: please register your interest with Rita Bevan: 
ritabevan@paston.co.uk or 01865 514 374  

•Wellbeing and Nutrition for 40+ Women: CURRENTLY 
ONLINE: break free from confusion: feel clear, confident & 
revitalised.  Groups & individual sessions with Nina Galley a 
nutritionist and wellbeing coach offering support through the 
menopause.  Visit www.nourishingspace.co.uk or contact 
nina@nourishingspace.co.uk. 

•Women’s Institute: usually at Sandford Village Hall: see front 
page: contact Jill Love: 01865 716 557, or message our 
Facebook page: Sandford-on-Thames Women’s Institute   

•Woodturners Club: usually at LVH: we are still not yet running 
our monthly club nights in the Village Hall.  We have a 
whatsapp group that members can join: 
owc_secretary@yahoo.com, 07543 378 259. 

•Yogarelax: ONLINE: Virtual YOGARELAX sessions with 
Angela Joy: 45-minute easily accessible sessions.  For details, 
times and dates please email angelajoy@btinternet.com  

•Youth Groups: Beavers (age 6-8): Brownies (girls 7-10 yrs): 
Cubs (age 8-10½ ): Explorers (age 14-18) and Scouts (age 
10½-14): see their individual websites for details 

Listings of classes, etc are free, even those that are money-making: all LPC 
asks is that those responsible confirm them every two months, both for data 

protection reasons, and so that space isn’t wasted with out-of-date information.   
If you’d like to add an entry to the list please contact 

editor@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk. 
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EASTER HOLIDAY FOOTBALL COURSES  
for girls and boys age 4-13 

AT THE OXFORD ACADEMY 

From 9am – 3pm.  
£60 for first full week (4 days) then £75 for second full week (5 days) 

(or pay by the day @ £25 a day)   

Offered by Oxford United in the Community. 
Visit www.officialsoccerschools.co.uk/oxfordunited  

or contact James Gilmore jgilmore@oufc.co.uk. 

Run by the club’s best and most qualified coaches, who are all FA 
qualified to Level 1 & above, with up to date safeguarding & DBS checks.  

  
Course content varies depending on the programme, but will always aim 

to develop confidence, respect, fair play and teamwork, while having 
good fun!  

Holiday courses generally consist of  a daily warm up, skills-based 
activities (passing, turning, dribbling, shooting etc.) and ‘mini matches’.  

Where available there will be player visits from the men’s & women’s 
first teams. 

___________________________ 

Designated Safeguarding Officer / Lead is  
Christopher Lowes, Head of  Charity. 

Email: clowes@oufc.co.uk



THE COMMUNITY EMERGENCY FOODBANK 
See: www.cefoxford.co.uk 

Established before the pandemic and still 
going strong, the Community Emergency 
Foodbank provides a service across Oxford 
and the surrounding area.  To maintain the 
service during the pandemic, it is now a 
delivery-only service.  Its local base is in 
Edith Kempson House. 
If your household is facing a shortage of essential, non-
perishable food please contact your doctor, one of the advice 
agencies, a community or housing worker, your children’s 
school, a church minister, counsellor or other professional 
person in the community to refer you.  
An appropriate food parcel depending on household size and 
circumstances will then be delivered to you on a Tuesday or 
Friday morning between 10.30am and 1pm.  You need to be 
home during that time to receive the delivery. 
If you would like to consider helping CEF as a volunteer please 
email info@cefoxford.co.uk.                                  Andrew Bevan 

ROSE HILL ADVICE CENTRE…  
… is an independent charity, grant-aided by 
Oxford City Council & by Littlemore Parish 
Council.  We serve Rose Hill, Donnington & 
Littlemore and offer free advice in confidence 
to all.  Should the need arise, we will represent 
you in Courts of Law (for debt, rent arrears, 
eviction or mortgage repossession). 

Has Covid-19 hit you hard?  Are you struggling to make ends 
meet?  The Rose Hill and Donnington Advice Centre has been 
granted some special funds to give help to people affected by 
the virus and the restrictions. 
Contact us now while we still have some of these Covid-19 
emergency funds left.  We will probably ask you to send us a 
copy (or a picture) of a recent bank statement covering at least 
one month so we can see how things are for you. 

We are in the Rose Hill Community Centre, Carole's Way,  
off Ashhurst Way, Rose Hill, OX4 4HF, but the pandemic means 
that we are unable to allow the public into the building at the 
moment.  However you can still contact our specialist benefits, 
debt & housing workers by phone and email.   

Please get in touch and let us make things a bit easier for you. 
Find us:  

online at rhdadvice.org  
email: admin@rhdadvice.org. 
Freephone 0800 170 0156, Monday to Thursday 
9.30am-3.30pm.  

Geoffrey Ferres, Manager 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH: CONTACT NUMBERS  
To report DOG FOULING, NOISE, FLY-TIPPING etc, Contact 
the Community Response Team, Oxford City Council: 
report by email at saferoxford@oxford.gov.uk, or 01865 252 
969.  Out of Hours Noise Complaints 01865 249 811. 

To report ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR, contact the police or 
the Anti-Social Behaviour Investigation Team, Ox City Council, 
report by email: saferoxford@oxford.gov.uk 
or telephone 01865 252 969. 

To report NEEDLES AND SHARPS, OFFENSIVE GRAFFITI or 
graffiti on public buildings, council properties and in parks, 
cemeteries and bus shelters: report online at https://
www.oxford.gov.uk/info/20095/do_it_online or telephone 
Direct Services (Streetscene) on 01865 335 400  (they’ll give 
advice about graffiti on private property, too). 

To report ILLEGAL PARKING contact NSL on 03453 371 138 
(select 3) or email parking@oxfordshire.gov.uk.   

To become A MEMBER OF A NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
GROUP, or to start up a group of your own please join on 
www.ourwatch.org.uk or email maggiejlewis@yahoo.co.uk 

NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICE  
Rose Hill Community Centre, Carole’s Way, 
Oxford OX4 4HF 
Contact: 
Ring 101 for non emergency calls,  
or 999 for emergencies, or mail 
OxfordSouthEastNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk. 
Follow us on: 
Twitter – ‘TVP Oxford’ or Facebook – ‘Thames Valley Police’ 
www.thamesvalleyalaert.co.uk 
 

    Lockdown doodle: Ed 

STOP PRESS: too late for the copy deadline/What’s On Pages but these are still running 
online:   *Zumba: over 15yrs of age and all abilities welcome: usually at TOA: contact 
Steffani Herring-Hall: www.zumba-Steffi.co.uk 
*Nutrition Club: usually at SJF: contact: Steffani Herring-Hall: hblfsteffi.goherbalife.com. 
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CLERK’S COLUMN: 2021/22 Notes for Annual Budget 
• Littlemore Parish Council is aware of the hardship caused by 

the coronavirus pandemic so Councillors wished to keep the 
precept increase to a minimum.  The increase of 1.09% to the 
overall budget represents an annual increase of £0.63 pence 
per band D household.  This figure includes the amount of 
special cemetery expenses charged by Oxford City Council, 
which for 2021/22 is reduced to £822.51 (from £888.43).  

• Staffing costs increased during 2020.  The Parish Council 
committed to being an ‘Oxford Living Wage’ employer, so the 
salaries of our maintenance staff & editor were reviewed and 
increased.  The Parish Clerk’s hours were increased to 20 a 
week, and, advised by the Parish Council internal auditor he 
joined the local government pension scheme in Feb 2021: this 
is a substantial cost.  The Parish Clerk has supported the 
Parish Council to improve policies & procedures and has 
helped to deliver services for the community; manage Council 
accounts; serve full Council, 4 Committees and the working 
groups, among other tasks.  The Council has come a long way 
so paying for a good Clerk is proving to be value for money.  

• Due to the increased workload and the growth in the 
electorate from additional housing in Littlemore, the Council 
recruited a new Assistant Clerk who started in November 
2020.  The Assistant Clerk will also meet the requirement of 
the ‘Oxford Living Wage’ and join the pension scheme. 

• There are increased costs for the accounting & governance, 
including training for a software package designed for Parish 
Councils to offer Councillors more in-depth reports.  Office 
costs & room hire fees for meetings have not increased. 

• The Council receives support from the Society for Local 
Council Clerks, and from Oxfordshire Association of Local 
Councils.  They offer legal advice, practical guidance and 
training for staff & Councillors: video conferencing has 
reduced training costs, but Membership fees have increased. 

• The overall budget for maintaining our open spaces (the 
Oxford Road and Herschel Crescent Recreation Grounds; the 
Eastern-by-Pass Park; the Village Green; and various roadside 
plantings) has increased due to the increased cost of fuel etc, 
but we consider it more cost effective than tendering out, and 
our staff have pride in what they do. 

• The Parish Council is committed to saving on printing costs by 
moving to a 90% paperless Council.  Each Councillor will be 
provided with a dedicated electronic device.  This will provide 
extra security for the Council: the IT Budget will swell for 
2021/22 to absorb the costs of purchase. 

• The Council currently hold £147,890 in Community 
Infrastructure Levy payments saved from this year and 
previous financial years.  In the past these funds have been 
used to install new fencing in parks & bollards to stop cars 
parking on the Village Green; for playground improvements 
and much more.  The current CIL money is protected in a 
reserve account and in the next couple of months the plans 
for a new workshop & sports pavilion at Herschel Crescent will 
move forward.  We will appoint a specialist project-
management group.  We are now at the pre-planning stage.  
A formal Planning Application will follow.  Some residents 
have asked if crowd funding is required: this will be known 
once the project management group provide costings for this 
major project. 

• In May, a new Council will be elected, and if an election is 
required then there will be a charge to the Parish, but this has 
already been protected in the reserve account.  If we have 
new Councillors there will be training costs, and there are 
ongoing staff training costs so the training budget is unlikely 
to reduce for the next 24 months. 

• In the next edition of Littlemore Local, I hope to be able to 
provide a write up on the Annual audit of Accounts and 
provide full details of the new Council.    

Richard Wilkins, clerk@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk 
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LITTLEMORE PARISH COUNCIL: CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 2021

FULL COUNCIL MEETINGS FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETINGS PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Tues 12 January 7pm Thurs 28 January 7pm Thurs 28 January 8pm

Tues 9 February 7pm Thurs 25 February 7pm Thurs 25 February 8pm

Tues 9 March 7pm Thurs 25 March 7pm Thurs 25 March 8pm

Tues 13 April 7pm Thurs 29 April 7pm Thurs 29 April 8pm

Tues 18 May 7pm Thurs 27 May 7pm Thurs 27 May 8pm

Tues 8 June 7pm Thurs 24 June 7pm Thurs 24 June 8pm

Tues 13 July 7pm Thurs 29 July7pm Thurs 29 July 8pm

Tues 14 September 7pm Thurs 29 September 7pm Thurs 29 September 8pm

Tues 12 October 7pm Thurs 28 October 7pm Thurs 28 October 8pm

Tues 9 November 7pm Thurs 25 November 7pm Thurs 25 November 8pm

Tues 14 December 7pm Thurs 16 December 7pm Thurs 16 December 8pm

ANNUAL MEETING OF COUNCIL PERSONNEL COMMITTEE MEETINGS ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Tues 18 May 7pm Tues 22 June 7pm Mon 24 May 7pm (tbc)

     Thurs 5 Oct 7pm

Online Zoom Meetings
All meetings in Jan, Feb, March, April to be held via Zoom in line with The Local 
Authorities & Police & Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority & 

Police & Crime Panel Meetings) (England & Wales) Regs 2020 (“the 2020 Regulations”)

Pending further guidance, from and including May 2021 meetings will resume face to face in the Leadership Room:  
1st floor, The Oxford Academy Sandy Lane West. 

Further guidance from Government or by extension of the above regulation may restrict the return to face to face meetings.
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LITTLEMORE PARISH COUNCIL 

2019-21 Council Chair: Cllr Lynda Comber        2019-21 Council Vice-Chair: Cllr Macer Wicker 
Because meetings and elections have been cancelled or postponed, appointments are extended until May 2021 

MEMBERS 
Cllr Sue Aldridge  Cllr Dorian Hancock Cllr Margaret Wareing 

Cllr Lynda Comber Cllr Janice Pullen Cllr Kim Wicker 
Cllr Tiago Corais Cllr Gill Sanders Cllr Macer Wicker 

Cllr Michael Evans Cllr Sue Stewart Cllr Maggie Willis 
Cllr Anita Fisher Cllr John Tanner  

COMMITTEES 

Finance Committee Planning Committee Policy Committee Personnel Committee 
Chair: John Tanner Chair: Cllr Sue Stewart Chair: TBC Chair:  Cllr Gill Sanders 

Members Members Members Members 

Cllr Lynda Comber Cllr Lynda Comber Cllr Lynda Comber Cllr Lynda Comber 
Cllr Dorian Hancock Cllr Michael Evans Cllr Michael Evans Cllr Anita Fisher 

Cllr John Tanner Cllr Gill Sanders Cllr Anita Fisher Cllr Gill Sanders 
Cllr Maggie Willis Cllr Sue Stewart Cllr John Tanner Cllr Sue Stewart 
Cllr Macer Wicker Cllr Maggie Willis Cllr Maggie Willis Cllr Kim Wicker 

WORKING GROUPS 

Amenities Neighbourhood Plan Digital Transport Small Grants Youth Council 
Cllr Dorian Hancock Cllr Tiago Corais Cllr Michael Evans (L) Cllr Lynda Comber Cllr Lynda Comber Cllr Lynda Comber (L) 

Cllr John Tanner Cllr Dorian Hancock  Cllr Tiago Corais (L) Cllr John Tanner Cllr Gill Sanders 
Cllr Macer Wicker (L) Cllr John Tanner   Cllr Dorian Hancock Cllr Maggie Willis (L)  

Cllr Maggie Willis Cllr Margaret Wareing  Cllr Maggie Willis   
 Cllr Maggie Willis (L)     

Each Working Group has a lead member (L) who will write reports & provide updates to the Clerk and Council. 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Clerk: Richard Wilkins: Available by phone between 4 & 7pm, Monday to Friday on 07377 682 216. 
You can email the Clerk and the whole Parish Council at clerk@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk, or write to them at The Oxford Academy, Sandy Lane West, 

Littlemore, Oxford OX4 6JZ.  Richard will try to answer all queries within 7 days but please note that those requiring Parish Council discussion, decision 
and/or approval will always be referred to the next full Parish Council meeting. 

Assistant Clerk: Daniela Harrison: email asstclerk@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Cllr Lynda Comber chair@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk Cllr Sue Stewart sue.stewart@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Cllr Sue Aldridge susie.aldridge&littlemoreparishcounciol.gov.uk Cllr John Tanner cllrjtanner@oxford.gov.uk    01865 251 441 

Cllr Tiago Corais cllrtcorais@oxford.gov.uk Cllr Margaret Wareing margaret.wareing@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Cllr Michael Evans michael.evans@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk Cllr Kim Wicker kim.wicker@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Cllr Anita Fisher anita.fisher@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk Cllr Macer Wicker macer.wicker@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Cllr Dorian Hancock dorian.hancock@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk Cllr Maggie Willis maggie.willis@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Cllr Janice Pullen Jan.pullen@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk Vacancy  

Cllr Gill Sanders cllrgsanders@oxford.gov.uk     01865 761 856 Vacancy  

FULL COUNCIL MEETINGS  

Full Council Meetings are usually held at The Oxford Academy, Sandy Lane West from 7-9pm on the 2nd Tuesday each month except 
August.  However, during the CoViD-19 Lockdown meetings are conducted online.  For news about them, and minutes of meetings, please 

contact the Clerk or check the Parish Council website:  www.littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk   

 

 



CLERK’S COLUMN …continued 
What is a Parish Council? 
A Parish Council is a layer of local government that makes 
decisions on behalf of the people in the Parish and makes 
representations on their behalf to other bodies.  It is the level of 
government closest to the community: locally, Oxford City 
Council and Oxfordshire County Council lie above it.  
What do Parish Councils do? 
Parish Councils have a budget raised from taxpayers in their 
community.  They make decisions and make representations to 
other local and national bodies on issues that affect the local 
community.  Though its powers are limited, Littlemore Parish 
Council currently works on the Herschel Crescent Pavilion 
Project; it comments on planning applications; contributes 
towards the Neighbourhood Plan; liaises with the Police and 
other services; campaigns for better services and facilities; 
arranges the mowing of the road verges; manages some open 
spaces; represents the Parish in meetings with external bodies; 
works with the County Council on traffic matters, & engages 
with other local Parish Councils on matters that affect us all.  
The Council is a constantly changing body of people.  
Parishioners are encouraged to apply to join the Parish Council, 
and it is always good to welcome new members.  Ideally, all 
age groups and a wide demographic should be represented.   
Parish Council Elections 
The Parish Council election is Littlemore Residents’ opportunity 
to make changes to the Parish Council.  In England elections 
are usually every four years, but last year’s were cancelled.  
However we expect to hold the Parish Council elections in May 
this year, for a 3-year term rather than the usual four. 
If existing Councillors wish to stay in post they must stand for 
re-election and complete with new applicants. 
There are 16 seats on the Council across 3 wards: 

• 13 Seats in Littlemore Ward 
• 2 Seats in Bodley Road Ward (this is a new ward) 
• 1 Seat in Sandy Lane West Ward. 

If more than people stand in each ward than there are seats, 
then a public ballot will be held.  Where there are an equal 
number or fewer candidates than there are vacancies, all 
candidates are elected unopposed, and no vote is taken.  If a 
public ballot is to be held we will know by 27 April at the latest.   
Who can become a Parish Councillor? 
To be able to stand as a candidate at a parish council election 
in England you must:  
• be at least 18 years old 
• be a British citizen, an eligible Commonwealth citizen or a 

citizen of any member state of the European Union, and 
• meet at least one of the following four qualifications: 

1. You are, and will continue to be, registered as a local 
government elector for the parish/community in which you 
wish to stand from the day of your nomination onwards.  

2. You have occupied as owner or tenant any land or other 
premises in the parish/community area during the whole of 
the 12 months before the day of your nomination and the 
day of election. 

3. Your main or only place of work during the 12 months prior 
to the day of your nomination and the day of election has 
been in the parish/community area.  

4.You have lived in the parish/community area or within three 
miles of it during the whole of the 12 months before the day 
of your nomination and the day of election. 

For more information, including info about who might be 
disqualified lease see: www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-
a/candidate-or-agent/parish-council-elections-england. 
If you wish to apply 
If you would like to receive a nomination pack please email our 
Parish Clerk clerk@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk with your full 
name and address, papers will then be dispatched to you. 
Your application must be delivered by hand to the Town Hall by 
4pm on 8 April. 

Please find 2021/22 Notes for the Annual Budget & Calendar 
of meetings 2021 on page 14 of the online version of 
LITTLEMORE LOCAL at littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk. 

Richard Wilkins, clerk@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk 

LITTLEMORE SPRING CLEAN 
The OxClean spring clean couldn't happen this March, but Cllr 
Tanner is looking into making litter-pickers and refuse sacks 
available for those of you who might like to go out alone or in 
pairs to do an early summer clean.  If you’d like to help please 
contact him at cclrjtanner@oxford.gov.uk. 

CHANGES TO GARDEN AND BULKY WASTE SERVICES 
From 1 April, Oxford City Council will be increasing the cost of 
the garden waste service and will start charging for bulky waste 
collections.  The charge will enable the service to continue in 
spite of the impact the pandemic has had on Council finances. 
• Garden waste collections will be increasing from £54 to £57 

and can only be paid by direct debit. 
• Bulky waste furniture will cost £20 per item: large electrical 

items & white goods will cost £30 per item.  There will be no 
limit to the number of collections a household can have. 

Concessionary rates will be offered for those receiving housing 
benefit, council tax support & universal credit (housing). 
You can still dispose of garden and bulky household waste 
legally & free of charge at Redbridge Waste Recycling Centre. 
Items in good condition should be reused: 
• Oxford Freecycle will advertise items fit for reuse 
• Emmaus Oxford will collect reusable furniture, electrical 

appliances & other household items  
• Orinoco will accept tools & scrap items to use for art projects 
• Daily Info will advertise goods locally online.     Laura Baughan 

CHANGES TO ROADSIDE GRASS CUTTING 
From this March the Council will use new machinery that can 
cut & collect long grass.  Removing cuttings reduces soil 
fertility, and creates the conditions preferred by wild flowers.  
Many verges (equal to about 40 football pitches) will be cut 
only once a year.  The number of wild flowers may be few 
initially, but should increase as grass becomes less dominant. 

UPDATE ON E SCOOTERS 
The last issue of LITTLEMORE LOCAL carried an article about e-
scooters which was immediately out of date because a trial of 
rentable Voi e-scooters started in Headington.  Voi 
models are orange: their speed is currently restricted 
to 10mph, and they will come to a complete stop if 
ridden outside the trial zone.  Riders over 18 with a 
driving license (verified by the hire app) are allowed 
to use them: they must wear helmets.  The article in 
issue 436 is otherwise accurate: privately-owned e 
scooters are not permitted on the highway.  The trial 
will expand to other areas of the city in due course.
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The copy deadline for the June/July issue is midnight on Thursday 13 May.  If you wish to send in copy, or to receive a pdf 
of the longer electronic issue please contact editor@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk. 


