
LETTERS TO LITTLEMORE LOCAL 
Re: LITTLEMORE LOCAL Delivery: 
You recently acknowledged the efforts of those who deliver 
LITTLEMORE LOCAL to our community and I wanted to mention 
my neighbour Penny, who has died.  I moved to Littlemore in 
January 1980 and from that month had a copy of the LL posted 
through my letterbox by Penny, and more recently by her 
husband Grahame.  I’d like to express my gratitude to them for 
their immense and unfaltering service to the community over so 
very many years.                              
Name and address supplied 

Re: Railway Lane: 
In the next edition of the Littlemore 
Local, please could you run an 
article on the land clearance on 
Railway Lane?  A huge amount of 
natural habitat has been destroyed; 
there have been no planning 
applications that I’ve seen, and 
there is daily machinery noise - 
including at weekends.   

Name and address supplied 
(see page 12 for response) 

ARTWORK by Andrew Walton: see 
page 13 and his website: www.andrewwaltonartist.org.uk 
 

LITTLEMORE LOCAL 
• The Parish Council has set up a working group to think about 

LITTLEMORE LOCAL.  When the pandemic permits, the plan is 
to return to delivering a printed copy of the 4-page edition to 
every home: the PC will continue to rely on a team of 
volunteers to do this.  The team will need to grow as 
Littlemore is growing, so please think about volunteering.  The 
longer electronic version will continue, and will be made 
available in a phone-friendly format (please contact the clerk if you 
have any questions @ this): if you wish to receive the e-issue as a 

pdf by email, please contact me.   
•Some readers have said in a social 
media survey that they would like LL 
to be livelier.   If you’d like your 
interests and activities to be 
represented, please do contribute: 
you are my reporters: I publish 
almost everything that is sent in, 
and am very happy to send copy 
deadline reminders to potential 
contributors.  I welcome 
contributions from residents of all 
ages.  (Young people must send parental 
permission for their names to be published.)   
•The Clerk had hoped to present 
Part 2 of his column about the 
precept in this issue: however the 

final figures aren’t yet back from the City Council.                 Ed  

CoViD VACCINATION SCHEDULE: if you are to be called for a vaccination, you must be registered with a GP.  
We have no GPs here in Littlemore: you can find a list of practices which serve our community on p 15 of the electronic issue.
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We are delighted that the work to the 
building has now been completed.  
The result is sensitive both to the 
historical beauty of the church, and 
the need to have some basic facilities 
in place.  We hope that the space will 
become a beacon of hope and light in 
the community, and that when the 
pandemic allows, people will feel free 
to enter for private prayer, for groups, 
for a coffee and a chat.   
The nave (the main body of the 
church) has a new floor; the walls have 
been redecorated; there is new 
heating and lighting.  There are new, 
electrically operated doors for easy 
access and they are mostly glass so 
that people can see inside the church 
when it isn't fully open.  
Upstairs above the main doors is a 
new balcony, created so that the 
organ could be relocated to make 
space for a toilet and a small kitchen.  
Under the floor of the nave, the Crypt, 
which was the old coal hole, has been 
enlarged to make a beautiful space 
for reflection and prayer, or for small 
meetings.  In the picture below, the 
dark recess with the icon is where the 
coal chute used to be.   
We needed a larger space for our 
children’s work, so the two vestry 
areas have been merged into one 
larger room for Junior Church and for 
small community groups.  The space 
can be used independently from the 
nave as it has its own small 
kitchenette and a small toilet.   
There’s now a small office in the 
Upper Room (upstairs) which is also 
our storage room.   
There is a new, high quality, buggy 
and wheelchair friendly path.   
Working among you for the last 17 
years, I know that the church is dear 
to many in our community.  When the 
restrictions have gone we would love 
to show you round so that you can 
experience the renewed space for 
yourself.   

If you feel drawn to start a group or 
to help with an initiative, then please 
do contact us, we would love to hear 
from you. 
Sadly we haven't yet been able to 
use the church for regular worship.  
For the time being we will continue 
with our 10am Sunday services 
online.   
The church supports several other 
projects intended to support the 
community and reduce isolation.  
Please see Singing and Social on the 
Who’s Who pages (14-17) or contact 
me for more details:  
vicar@littlemorechurch.org or 01865 
748 003. 

Find our website at: 
www.littlemorechurch.org. 

Christmas Day Lunch: 
Though we couldn’t sit together, the 
Littlemore Christmas Day Lunch 
provided 45 lunches this year, all 
delivered or collected.  Thank you to 
all who helped with this and to all 
who provided presents for Christmas.  
let us hope that we will be able to sit 
together again this year.  

Rev Margreet Armitstead 

KEY TO PICTURES 
Centre of page: 
Top: the Nave looking east toward 
the new organ gallery and the main 
door 
Middle: the new Vestry with its own 
kitchenette 
Bottom: the new upstairs gallery 

Bottom of page: 
Left: the new Crypt space 
Middle: the new WC near the main 
door 
Right: a child’s eye view of the new 
office and storage space above the 
vestry 
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Happy New Year to everyone in Littlemore!  From St John 
Fisher School. 
Thank you to all our families who are keeping their children at 
home to keep NHS workers safe and well.  We know parents 
have swapped shifts, accepted furlough arrangements from 
their employer, or set up Child care bubbles with another family 
so as to follow the government rules (at www.gov.uk/guidance/
making-a-childcare-bubble-with-another-household.)  School 
remains open for some, including the children of key workers.  
Here’s a look around the classes… 

Our Foundation Stage children are learning “Where does 
snow go?”   They know how to be safe when out on a winter 
walk.  We hope they get to see some snow! 

Years 1 & 2 are “Zooming to the moon!”  We are making 
vehicles from recyclable materials. 

  
Years 3 & 4 are learning about the Celts and Romans in “I am 
Warrior”.  

Years 5 & 6 are learning about “The Frozen Kingdom” of the 
arctic regions. 

Jeyden says:  “Last week we read a story called a Place for 
Plastic.  We answered some questions about it and we did 
some writing about what we should do with plastic.  We also 
did some computing, creating a Powerpoint about the Arctic 
and Antarctica.  On Friday, we played Badminton.  I was the 
teacher as I played it a lot at school during the first lockdown.  I 
once beat Ms Carbon, our headteacher, and everyone else!” 

Artas adds, “We have been reading a book called Hagbane's 
Doom and we have also started reading an interesting book 
called Wolf Wilder.  A wolf wilder is someone who helps wolves 
become wild again.  We have only read two chapters, but it is 
about a little girl called Feo who wilds the wolves.  She has her 
own three wolves called Black, Grey and White.” 

Parents can contact the school office on 01865 779 676 for 
home learning packs or look at the school website for a menu 
of activities: see www.st-john-fisher.oxon.sch.uk 
Stay safe and well everyone!  

Donald McEwan 
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FROM OUR NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICE TEAM 
The neighbourhood policing team work on issues identified by 
local residents & businesses.  Find contact info on page 17. 
•Good news: Thank you to the community for reporting a local 
drug dealer who was targeting vulnerable people in a local 
park.  We found class A drugs: this is now an ongoing 
investigation. 

•Info about e scooters:  Electric scooters, or e-scooters, are 
growing in popularity.  To stimulate greener travel, and help 
with reduced capacity on public transport, the Department for 
Transport is fast tracking trials of rental e-scooters in a number 
of UK towns and cities, but Oxford is not one of these trial 
areas, so the following rules apply here: 

Can I ride my e-scooter on the road? 
NO!  An e-scooter is classed 
as a powered transporter: 
they are treated as a motor 
vehicle and so fall under the 
Road Traffic Act.  This means 
that they are subject to all 
the same legal requirements 
as motor vehicles; MOT, tax, 
licensing, insurance and 
specific construction 
regulations.  E-scooters can’t 
currently meet these 
requirements, so riding a 
privately-owned e-scooter 
on a public road, pavement or other public area is a road 
traffic offence.   

Is there anywhere I can ride my e-scooter in Oxford? 
A privately owned e-scooter can only legally be used on 
private land and with the permission of the land owner.   

Do I need to wear a helmet when using an e-scooter? 
We strongly recommend wearing a helmet when using an e-
scooter as they can travel at speeds of up to 15.5mph and a 
helmet is a simple way of protecting yourself from head injury.  
However, there is no legal requirement wear a helmet. 

What happens if I ride my e-scooter in a public place? 
Any person who uses a powered transporter on a public road, 
pavement or other prohibited space is committing a criminal 
offence and can be prosecuted for, say, driving without a valid 
licence and driving without insurance.  The e-scooter may also 
be seized under section 165 of the Road Traffic Act for being 
used without insurance.  Someone using an e-scooter in public 
in an anti-social manner, can also risk the e-scooter being 
seized under section 59 of the Police Reform Act. 
For more information, please see; https://
www.thamesvalley.police.uk/police-forces/thames-valley-
police/areas/advice/e-scooters-what-are-the-rules/ 

•Our Winter Campaign: Home security: Burglaries are 
extremely stressful for victims.  Please consider your own 
home security during the longer winter months.  Did you 
know, you can register your belongings like keys, bikes, mobile 
phones, TV’s and cameras etc. on www.immobilise.com.  For 
more information please see the Home Office questionnaire + 
advice on pages 18 & 19..   

• Look out for your neighbours:  make sure to check on the 
most vulnerable people, your friends, family and neighbours: 
please ensure they have heating and food supplies during the 
cold months.  

CHARGING POINTS FOR ELECTRIC VEHICLES 
The Trial ‘Go Ultra Low On-Street’ (GULO) chargers that were 
installed across Oxford are scheduled for repair and / or 
upgrade which will bring them up to date, improve reliability, 
and provide additional access for Electric Vehicle (EV) users in 
addition to the membership schemes already in place.   
To help find your nearest charger use a map tool such as Zap 
Map (https://www.zap-map.com/locations/oxford-charging-
points/) or Google Maps (search ‘charging station oxford’).  We 
have a bollard charger in Littlemore thanks to a resident who 
signed up for the research project more than 3 years ago (see 
Issue 417). 
 

Bollard chargers 
For bollard chargers, you can apply for a charge card 
here: https://newmotion.com/en/landing/shell-
recharge-card. 
Non-trial participants will pay 25p kWh for use of 
these chargers until March 2021.  To join see https://
newmotion.com/en/landing/shell-recharge-card 
If you have any queries regarding a bollard charger 
please call please call Harry Petch on 07717 666 655 
or email harry.petch@franklinenergy.co.uk 

Lamppost chargers 
For Lamppost chargers, you can set up an Ubitricity 
account here https://ubitricity.co.uk/
residential_charging  
Payment Option A:  you can now PAYG without membership – 
locate the Direct Access charge points from the signs fixed to 
the lamppost, simply scan the QR code with your mobile device 
and follow the instructions on the intuitive site.  PAYG costs 24p 
kWh for both Trial and non-Trial participants. 
Payment Option B:  you can buy a dedicated smart cable and 
use it to charge at lower member rates via a member account.  
Trial participants can continue to charge with their existing 
smart cable as well as take advantage of the PAYG scheme. 
Find out more here - https://www.ubitricity.co.uk/
residential_charging/how-to-charge/ 
If you have any queries regarding a lamppost charger please 
call the Ubitricity Customer Services team on 0800 024 6279. 

What happens next? 
Once the upgrades, repairs and replacements are complete, 
the team will focus on Phase 2 of the Trial to add up to 100 
further charging solutions to the City over the coming year. 

Vikki Robins, Sustainable City Project Officer,  
Oxford City Council, 01865 252 242 
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It’s currently illegal 
to ride your  e-

scooter  
on the road in 

Oxford.



MINCHERY FARM: A LOCAL TREASURE 
In 2012 the Littlemore Local History Society visited Minchery 
Farm, a Grade II* listed former farmhouse with an array of 
interesting architectural features dating back to the 15th century.  
The building, which was then a pub, and is now disused and 
neglected, is all that remains of a Benedictine nunnery that was 
dissolved by Cardinal Wolsey in 1525 (ie prior to the 
Reformation).  
In 2012 the then landlord Tim very kindly allowed us to wander 
freely in the upstairs rooms that were not in use, enabling us to 
see areas which are normally inaccessible.  These included the 
attic space, the first floor rooms that are thought to have been 
the nuns’ dormitory, and the very impressive oak staircase.  A 
number of important features stood out.  

The attic:  
The attic amazingly appeared to be dry, despite the 
unprecedented rainfall of recent weeks.  The roof was 
effectively divided into a series of bays, defined by the tie and 
collar beams.  It was a real surprise to find that most of the 
large horizontal collar beams were supported on central posts, 
with a doorway on one side and a partition wall on the other 
(fig 1 below).  

 
The presence of these attic bays suggested that the roof space 
had been occupied (indeed the northern-most bay was then 
still used as a bedroom) and although there were no windows, 
there was evidence of former window lights in the roof.  
Many of the plaster and lathe walls below the collar beams had 
been replaced with some form of hardboard panelling (see for 
example fig. 1), but the overall impression was of an attic that 
remained substantially unaltered since the 19th century and had 
been sympathetically maintained.  

The Staircase:  
Sitting in a purpose-built stone tower, the 17th century oak 
staircase initially appeared rather unimposing in its dark brown 
paint.  However, as well as having newel posts with carved 
finials and pendants (see fig 4 below), all three of its exits were 
also framed by carved wooden archways.  

The spandrels in these arches featured heraldic shields and 
tudor florettes (figs 5 & 6 below).  The completeness of the 
original features and the run of flat balusters up all three storeys 
was striking.  For a rural farmhouse staircase that had 
potentially been in use for around 400 years, this was an 
impressive structure.  
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Fig 1 (Above) Roof construction in northern-most bay of attic  
Figs 2 and 3 (below) Roof construction in southern-most bays of attic

Fig.4: Staircase finials, pendants and balusters.



  
The nuns’ dormitory:  
We did not see the rooms at each end of the first floor as they 
were in use.  However, the remaining three rooms and the 
adjoining corridor included a number of interesting features.  
The current division of this space is clearly modern, possibly 
early 20th century, but in an earlier period this is where the nuns 
would have slept.  It has been suggested that they occupied 
cells adjoining the remarkable run of 15th century windows in 
the east wall (see Fig 7 below): some of these have trefoil and 
cinquefoil heads.  To see these from the inside within a 
domestic setting only brought home their rarity.  

Another impressive feature was the large chimney stack in the 
southern-most room that we entered.  This featured a stopped 
and heavily moulded stone fire surround: it has been dated to 

around 1600 and was then painted in brown gloss.   
Perhaps the most striking aspect of the building was what was 
missing – intrusive radiators and heating pipes, laminate floors 
and tiling, fitted bathroom fixtures and cupboards etc.  Much of 
the older fabric as a result was unusually visible.  And although 
a great deal of this was essentially 19th century, the bare bones 
of this early 17th century  farmhouse and its 15th century origins 
were more accessible than is usually the case.  

Dr Philip Salmon FRHistS  

Page  of 6 21

Figs. 5 & 6: Detail of carved staircase arches (ground and first floor).

Littlemore Local History Society Meetings: we will continue to offer Zoom meetings until we are able to meet at the Community 
Centre.  Programme: Wednesday 17th February: Richard O Smith: Eccentric Oxford. Wednesday 17th  March: Liz Woolley: The 
Coming of the Railways to Oxfordshire.  Join our mailing list via email history.littlemore@gmail.com, or Facebook for full details of 
how to attend.                                                                                                                                                                        Sue Stewart

Ed’s Lockdown walks: floods and snow on the Thames Path: please write in about what you’re doing!

Fig 7: the east wall seen from the Hampton by Hilton Car Park

Fig 8: Stone fire surround, first floor, c. 1600



WORDSEARCH FROM MUSEUM OF OXFORD 
The Museum of Oxford has produced some newsletters (hard 
copy only) for isolated older people: they include items of 
social history to stimulate memory & thought, and pages of 
things to do including crafts and seated exercise.  They are 
asking local communities to distribute them, so as to reach 
those people.  If you feel able to help, contact Sarah Levete, 
Museum Engagement Officer for Older People, Museum of 
Oxford, slevete@oxford.gov.uk. 
Here is a word search from the Christmas issue. 
Can you find the words below hidden in the grid - backwards, 
forwards, sideways, diagonal?  
POST, PHONE, EMAIL, CHAT, CONVERSATION, SMILES, 
HUGS, LAUGHTER, LISTENING, READING, WRITING, FAMILY 
LETTERS, SHARING, FRIENDSHIP, NEIGHBOURS 

MEMORIES OF LITTLEMORE from LLHS RECORDS 
Told by Charlie Taylor who lived in College Lane and who 
worked as a coalman. 
When I was young, we used to play behind the shell of the old 
village hall where the moss was very deep and felt like wool.  
There were hedgehogs there, and masses of beechnuts. 
I remember Mrs Miller who owned the post office complaining 
to Mr Rippington the village constable about strange noises 
coming from the village hall, as if someone was snoring.  In 
those days there were no lights, or pavements.  I remember 
builders going up ladders to investigate.  They found owls 
nesting. 
My family lived in a cottage owned by the Crawleys and the 
rent was 2 shillings and 6 pence a week.  Mr Crawley came 
every week to collect it.  If any of the family was sick the Misses 
Crawley used to send chicken broth. 
The field behind the Old Barn (near what used to be the 
Queen’s Arms on Cowley Road Littlemore) was a pig farm for 
many years, so it wasn’t ploughed until the outbreak of World 
War II: when it was ploughed a whole load of yellow flowers 
grew and no-one knew what they were.  The owner of the land 
contacted the University Botany department.  Someone came 
out and said that the seeds had probably been in the ground 
for 100 years.  I remember primroses, violets and bluebells 
growing in the fields and hedgerows, and watercress growing in 
the stream and in Northfield Brook.                          Mary Steele 

OXFORD CITY CENTRE: LIBRARY LOCKDOWN SERVICES 
All loan periods have been extended until April 2021 and you 
will not incur fines. 
However, from January 4th you can still return books, and 
you can still use 
• the new click and collect service. 
• the Reservation service via the online library catalogue or the 

library app 
• computers: prebooked access only 
There are extensive online services: these provide e-books and 
audio; access to the online music library, Pressreader and 
RBdigital magazines as well as lots of free resources to help 
with studying at home. 

THE HOME LIBRARY SERVICE 
Help for people who are unable to visit the library themselves.   
It’s running, and offers a Home Pick Up & Delivery with 2 metre 
social distancing at doorstep.   
Who do we serve? 
The service is offered in partnership with Age UK to people 
who are unable to visit the library themselves through frailty, 
infirmity or a disability and who have no other means of getting 
access to reading materials.  Full-time carers and those who 
might need the service on a short-term basis following 
debilitating illness or hospitalisation can apply too. 
How it works 
Contact us to discuss the kind of books, DVDs, music CDs or 
audio books that you like to read or enjoy.  We then arrange for 
a library volunteer to deliver them to you in your home. 
Our volunteers wear identification badges and provide a 
helpful and friendly service.  Whenever possible, we try and 
arrange for the same volunteer to visit you each time. 
Your library materials will be delivered and collected every 3 
weeks. 
The Home Library Service is free of charge, and there is no 
charge for requests or late returns 
How to register 
To register for this service or for further information call the 
Home Library Service on 01865 810 259 or 
email homelibraryservice@oxfordshire.gov.uk. 
Volunteers are needed in all areas across Oxfordshire 
If you would like to be considered for a volunteering role with 
the Home Library Service, you should be prepared to: 

Agree to a DBS check 
Undertake training 
Add volunteer use to your motor insurance policy if you 
will be using your car to visit your clients 
Commit to a regular schedule of visits 
Record the hours that you volunteer 

How to become a volunteer 
To register or for further information call the Home Library 
Service on 01865 810 259 or 
email homelibraryservice@oxfordshire.gov.uk. 
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WHAT ARE THE LOCKDOWN RULES? 
You must not leave your home or be outside your home except 
where you have a ‘reasonable excuse.’  This is the law, and if 
you break it you may be fined.  The purpose is to protect life 
and spare the NHS from collapse.  Here are some reasons why 
you may be out and about: 

Work   You can leave home for work purposes only where it is 
unreasonable for you to do your job from home, including but 
not limited to people who work within critical national 
infrastructure, construction, or manufacturing that requires in-
person attendance 
Volunteering   You can also leave home to provide voluntary 
or charitable services. 
Essential activities   You can leave home to buy things at 
shops or obtain services.  You may also leave your home to 
do these things on behalf of a disabled or vulnerable person 
or someone self-isolating. 
Education and childcare   Access to education and children’s 
activities for school-aged pupils is restricted.  You can only 
leave home for education, registered childcare, and 
supervised activities for children where they are eligible to 
attend.   
Meeting others   You can leave home to visit people in your 
support bubble (if you are legally permitted to form one), to 
provide informal childcare for children under 14 as part of a 
childcare bubble (for example, to enable parents to work, and 
not to enable social contact between adults), to provide care 
for disabled or vulnerable people, to provide emergency 
assistance, to attend a support group (of up to 15 people), or 
for respite care where that care is being provided to a 
vulnerable person or a person with a disability, or is a short 
break in respect of a looked-after child. 
Exercise   You can continue to exercise alone, with one other 
person or with your household or support bubble.  This 
should be limited to once per day, and you should not travel 
outside your local area.  You should maintain social 
distancing, ie 2 metres between you and others.  
Medical reasons   You can leave home for a medical reason, 
including to get a CoViD-19 test, for medical appointments 
and emergencies. 
Escaping harm and for compassionate visits   You can leave 
home to be with someone who is giving birth, to avoid injury 
or illness or to escape risk of harm (such as domestic abuse).  
You can also leave home to visit someone who is dying or 
someone in a care home (if permitted under care home 
guidance), hospice, or hospital, or to accompany them to a 
medical appointment. 
Animal welfare reasons   You can leave home for animal 
welfare reasons, such as to attend veterinary services for 
advice or treatment. 
Communal worship and life events   You can leave home to 
attend or visit a place of worship for communal worship, a 
funeral or event related to a death, a burial ground or a 
remembrance garden, or to attend a wedding ceremony.  You 
should follow the guidance on the safe use of places of 
worship and must not mingle with anyone outside of your 
household or support bubble when attending a place of 
worship. 

CITY COUNCIL: SUPPORT 
The Council will update its website as more on shielding, 
business support and other help becomes available.  
Meanwhile this was up to date when LL went to press: 
Emergency support to residents 
The Council’s customer services staff and its Locality Response 
Hubs remain open to support vulnerable residents who are in 
urgent need of help.  This support can range from simple 
information about local food services, to help with more 
complex issues like financial hardship, disability issues or 
housing.  The phone number is 01865 249 811 or you can ask 
for help online at www.oxford.gov.uk/CommunityAssistance 
Winter Support Grants are available for families and 
households in hardship, to help with food, utility bills & basic 
essentials.  Residents should contact Rose Hill & Donnington 
Advice Centre, or Citizens Advice to get a referral. 
Clinically extremely vulnerable people 
The City Council will contact people who have received a 
Government letter to let them know they are clinically 
extremely vulnerable and must follow new shielding guidelines 
in order to let them know what support is available locally.. 
Helping the homeless 
The council continues to provide CoViD-safe accommodation 
for people at risk of, or with experience of rough sleeping.  
During the recent freezing spell the St Mungo’s outreach team 
offered emergency accommodation to people who have 
refused all previous offers of support, and who have returned to 
the streets, or are newly homeless. 
Support for businesses 
The Government furlough scheme runs until the end of April 
2021.  Money allocated for business grants under Tier 4 
restrictions will continue to be administered.  The business 
team will ensure local businesses are made aware of any new 
funding the Council is able to help them apply for. 
Key worker parking 
Free parking for NHS staff at the City Council’s car parks (with 
the exception of Headington and St Leonards Road) will 
continue through lockdown. 
Covered market opening 
The Council is continuing to work with Traders to ensure The 
Covered Market can remain open for essential fresh produce, 
click and collect and takeaway services.  Many Covered Market 
traders continue to offer products for home delivery: please 
check with individual traders for details.  Non-essential shops 
are closed, but many are operating online.  Individual trader’s 
contact details can be found on the Covered Market traders 
page.  https://oxford-coveredmarket.co.uk/traders.  For the 
latest general information about the market head to the 
Covered Market website https://oxford-coveredmarket.co.uk 
Enforcement through the CoViD secure team 
The Council’s CoViD Secure team will continue working with the 
police, checking public spaces and parks to deter group 
gatherings.  They are also checking that non-essential 
businesses & licensed premises are closed as required and that 
food retailers such as supermarkets and other essential shops & 
businesses are operating safely. 
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Reporting non-compliance 
Residents wanting to report house parties or businesses trading that shouldn’t be should  

call the Council or email saferoxford@oxford.gov.uk 

CITY COUNCIL: PANDEMIC PAGES



OXFORD DIRECT SERVICES: priorities during lockdown 
Ongoing services include:   

waste, food waste and recycling collections, collecting real, 
unadorned Christmas trees, and the bulky waste collection 
service 
recycling sites run by Oxfordshire County Council 
cleaning in the city centre and district centres 
pest control 
street cleaning and litter picking, cemeteries maintenance, 
emergency tree work and general response highways and 
engineering services including repairing safety defects, jetting 
and winter gritting, landscaping and highways schemes 
internal emergency and urgent responsive housing repairs 
external housing repair work, disabled adaptations and work 
on void properties 
MOT testing 
construction projects. 

Some non-essential services will be suspended in accordance 
with gov’t guidelines, and so as to maintain the priority 
services.  These include: 

grass cutting, grounds maintenance and non-essential tree 
work in parks and open spaces.  Pavilion and sports facilities 
are closed. 
kitchen and bathroom work, as this involves extended 
presence by ODS staff inside in confined spaces. 
The Oxford Bus Company has ceased its service from 
Peartree Park & Ride: the P&R is closed until the service 
resumes.  Season tickets are valid for other P&R sites. 

BEATING THE BLUES 

EXERCISE 
All Council leisure centres, tennis courts and outdoor gyms are 
closed, but Oxford is fortunate in how many parks and open 
spaces it has, and if you’re fit enough, you are free to go out 
and exercise.  Check the GO Active Outdoors web pages at 
https://www.oxford.gov.uk/goactiveoutdoors.  They map the 
city parks and waterways to help residents enjoy nature in the 
city.   
Things you can do locally without getting in the car include: 
• Walking and Running along the river and canal giving 2m 

space to others 
• Using the Fit Trails at Rose Hill and Blackbird Leys (see https://

www.getoxfordshireactive.org/active-parks-in-oxford, and 
the maps below. 

• Cycling 
• Fusion Gym you tube sessions: you don’t need to have Fusion 

Membership: see www.youtube.com/c/FusionLifestyleLive 
• Online activities from the Activity Hub, including the NHS 10 

minute workout: see https://www.oxford.gov.uk/activityhub 

MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES AVAILABLE TO ALL 
The Council’s Activity Hub at https://www.oxford.gov.uk/
activityhub has information on activities to support physical and 
mental health, and contact information for groups providing 
support. 
Oxfordshire Mind services are available to anyone over the age 
of 16 - they have no upper age limit and have quite a few 
clients over the age of 90.  (They do separate work with 
children through their Children and Young Families Service).  It 
just takes a quick call to book a telephone appointment with a 
wellbeing worker.  Often just talking through problems and 
troubles can be a help.  Phonelines are open Mon-Thurs 
9.30am-4pm and Fri 9.30-4pm.   
There is little wait time for appointments - sometimes a couple 
of days is all you would have to wait for a call. 
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Cross Trainer & Hand Bike – Great 
starting station for a whole body warm 
up! Get the blood pump around the entire 
body to prepare for you work out!

Dips / Leg Raise & Plyometric 
Boxes – Straight into a great 
strength workout for your triceps 
& core on the Dips / Leg Raise, 
followed by some explosive leg 
exercises on the Plyometric Boxes 
to give your arms a break!

Lat Pull Down / Shoulder Press & 
Chest Press / Seated Row – A full 
upper body workout with the Lat Pull 
Down / Shoulder Press & Chest Press 
/ Seated Row – make sure you use 
them all to work antagonistic muscle 
groups!

Welcome Sign 
- First stop, you 
are greated by a 
bespoke welcome 
sign taylored to the 
Rosehill trim trail.

Recumbent Bike & Cardio Charge 
Spinning Bike – Back to a cardio 
session to get the heart rate 
back up and keep the fat burning 
going and why not use the USB 
Charger on the Spinning Bike to 
charge your phone or iPod while 
you’re here!

Parallel Bars & Leg Press / 
Oblique – Back to toning with 
the Parallel Bars; these can be 
used in a variety of ways to 
work either your triceps, chest 
or upper back – you decide! 
Don’t forget the Leg Press to 
work your legs & bum, plus the 
Oblique to tone your core!

Ski Machine & Pull Up / Assisted 
Pull Up – Another short cardio 
workout on the Ski Machine; 
keep that heart rate up! Then 
onto the Pull Up – will it be the 
assisted side? Or the non-assisted 
side? keep focused to progress 
and lift your entire body weight 
on your own!

Monkey Bars & Triple Step Up & Treadmill / Step Up – Last station! 
Find your last ounce of strength to overcome the classic military ex-
ercise on the Monkey Bars then you can warm down on Triple Step 
Up or Treadmill / Step Up – Congratulations...you’ve done it!

Rose Hill Recreation 
Ground Fitness Trail

Gillians Park 

Blackbird Leys Park 

Spindleberry Park 

GO ACTIVE FIT TRAILS ~ FITNESS TRAIL LINKING THREE LOCAL PARKS 

BLACKBIRD LEYS PARK ‘CIRCUIT’: APPROXIMATELY 1.5km, GILLIANS PARK: 1.25km 
SPINDLEBERRY PARK: 1.5 km TOTAL ROUTE:5km  AVERAGE 6 FITNESS STATIONS IN EACH PARK 



NEW THINGS TO DO: THINKING OF FISHING? 
As long as you stay local, fishing is still allowed as part of your 
daily exercise.  Please remember fishing is regulated: you need 
a rod licence and probably another licence for the waters you 
want to fish.  You need a Canal and River Trust fishing permit if 
you wish to fish the Oxford Canal, and on some local stretches 
of the Thames fishing is only permitted to members of a local 
club.  There’s also a closed season: the closed season for rivers 
starts in March: March 14th is the last day.  During this closed 
season you can still fish on still waters, ie lakes and the canals.  
Littlemore Angling Society has access to varied waters locally 
so there’s lots of choice: see their website for more detail: 
www.littlemoreanglingsociety.co.uk. 

FISHING FAQs 
Why is fishing regulated? 
Unregulated fishing contributes to the global problem of 
overfishing.  It undermines scientists’, fishery managers’ and 
policy makers’ attempts to manage publicly-owned fish stocks 
sustainably. 
If access to the towpath is free, surely you can fish from it 
for free too?  
Well, no.  The land and the water are different.  It’s all to do 
with fishing rights for the water itself. 
Who owns fishing rights? 
The owner of the river, canal or lake/reservoir bed is assumed 
to own the fishing rights above the bed of the fishery.  But 
ownership of fishing rights in the water can often be separated 
from the ownership of the land, and belong to, say, clubs.    
The theft of fish 
Fishing without the permission of the owner of the fishing rights 
is theft.  The ‘taking of fish’ includes temporarily holding them 
in a keep net and later returning them to the water.  In other 
words, you don’t have to physically steal the fish to commit an 
offence.   
Does a rod licence give me the right to fish anywhere? 
You need a rod licence to fish anywhere with rod & line on 
inland fisheries, including in the pond in your back garden and 
a large fish tank in your front room.  You need a licence to fish 
anywhere but it entitles you to fish almost nowhere (there are 
only a few EA fisheries that are available to rod licence holders 
without further payment).   
What if I get caught without a rod licence? 
If you are caught by an Environment Agency Fisheries Bailiff or 
a police officer, and are found guilty by a magistrate, then you’ll 
get a fine which can be up to £2,500. 
 

OUR LOCAL WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 
Although we haven’t been able 
to resume our monthly 
meetings in Sandford Village 
Hall we are still managing to 
keep in touch and support each 
other in various ways.  We have 
moved our monthly meetings to 
Zoom and will be having a 
speaker in February and a ‘live’ 
demonstration planned for 
March.   
It is a shame that this means 
that some members can’t participate, but we are keeping in 
touch with everyone via a monthly Newsletter, and we have a 
lively chat through our WhatsApp Group.   
We’ve been busy.  Every member received a Christmas Goodie 
Bag which included hyacinths that are blooming away now, 
reminding us of our WI friends.  Just before Christmas we put 
together four shoe boxes of necessities for Women in 
Oxfordshire’s Women’s Refuge and also collected for two 
hampers which were delivered to families in Berinsfield and 
Littlemore.  To have a lasting record of our thoughts about the 
year 2020, each member of the WI is decorating a giant piece 
of jigsaw 12” x 12” with their interpretations of lockdown, 
which when combined will form a spectacular mural to be 
displayed on a wall at the Sandford Village Hall.  (See Issue 433 
of LITTLEMORE LOCAL for some of the things we did in the 
spring). 
While many people may wish to forget this last year, it is 
apparent that there have been some positive experiences.  
Once the pandemic is over, we’ll see the benefit of what it’s 
encouraged us all to do and achieve. 
It would be lovely to have new members, especially at a time 
when people are supporting each other in so many ways: the 
WI is a perfect way to meet new people – do ring for a virtual 
cup of coffee.  We have members from Littlemore, Cowley, 
Headington, and as far away as Abingdon so don’t feel you 
can’t join us just because you don’t live in Sandford. 

‘Only when normal things are not normal do we realise how 
special normal things are’. 

Please visit fb @ Sandford-on-Thames Women’s Institute to see 
more.                                                  Jill Love, President SOTWI 

01865 716 557 (text only to 07800 907 477), 
jpsappslove@hotmail.com 
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Littlemore from Kennington Meadow 
Through the central tree you can see new Littlemore housing on the site next to Sainsbury’s



OXFORD ROAD TRAFFIC CALMING 
There has not yet been a decision about the latest proposals 
submitted by highways for enhancing the traffic calming 
measures in Oxford Road.  This is because it is a difficult thing 
to judge.  So there is to be a second meeting (late January). 
Some who objected would like the road simply cleared of 
parked cars, though there is nowhere else for residents to park.  
However most of those objecting did so because they 
recognise that speed platforms won’t solve the whole problem.  
The road suffers alternating congestion, and speeding.  The 
road is sometimes overloaded because the road infrastructure 
in Littlemore has not been updated to deal with the impact of 
traffic from the huge number of developments that the City 
Council has approved and benefitted from.  This is about to get 
worse.  In addition to major estates currently being built, and 
the plan to add another 3000 homes to grenoble Road, the 
City Council has bought, or is negotiating to buy three parcels 
of land in order to build on them.   Two of them lie off Oxford 
Road.  The three are  
• part of the site of Northfield Hostel: access via Bampton 

Close, off Sandy Lane West  
• the former County Council Depot Site, Lanham Way,  
• the former Dominion Oil depot in Railway Lane.  (See front 

page).   

PLANNING APPLICATIONS IN THE PIPELINE 
There has yet been no decision about any of the major 
planning applications described in issue 436 of LITTLEMORE 
LOCAL. 

CLEARANCE OF LAND IN RAILWAY LANE 
A Littlemore resident has written to LL to express concern 
about the clearance of a large piece of land off Railway Lane, 
just outside the boundary of the Conservation Area.  It’s a 
privately owned brownfield site that has gradually been re-
wilding itself for perhaps 15 years.  Before its clearance the 
vegetation will have been providing local residents with some 
of the oxygen they need, and clearing the air of carbon dioxide 
and particulates.  It will have been acting as a wildlife habitat, 
and as a wildlife corridor to the Thames.  The photo below 
(taken where the yellow arrow is on the google map below) 
shows some of the land, and the remains of some 20-30 trees 
round the edge of the plot.   
There were no tree preservation orders within the site which 
would have required permission for removal.  Because land is in 
private ownership the owner was entitled to carry out site 
clearance without any form of planning permission.  However it 
would have been courteous to discuss the plan with 
neighbours.   
In 2012 the then owners were refused a planning application to 
build 78 homes here because their proposal included no social 
housing.  The City Council intends to buy the land in order to 
build another substantial housing estate, probably 100% social 
housing.  Let’s hope they leave space to replace the trees.  If 
you’re interested you can find the City Council Policy about 
trees in the Local Plan: find it at www.oxford.gov.uk/
downloads/download/1176/oxford_local_plan_2016-2036.  
Look for  Section 5 – Protecting and Enhancing Oxford’s Green 
and Blue Infrastructure Network.  The policy is G7.  
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PLANNING MATTERS

South-west Littlemore: showing (below) fields 
which are now a housing development on the 
A4074 near Sainsbury’s, and (above right) a 
brownfield site in Railway Lane that has been 
cleared for possible housing development.



UPDATE FROM ANDREW WALTON 
I have been visiting Wytham Woods for some sixty years.  The 
first time as a boy interested in bird spotting.  I walked across 
Port Meadow from my home in N. Oxford, on to Binsey village 
and over Seacourt Stream via a farm bridge and into the 
woods.  There was no A34 in the way.  The woods have 
provided me with peace, solitude and a quiet environment in 
which to develop ideas on the business of painting and the 
relevance of this activity to ecological and environmental issues.    
All I can do is try to record my impressions.  To be a witness.  To 
celebrate.  One of the strengths of visual art is that it is not a 
good tool for argument or propaganda as images are always 
open to multiple interpretations.  So except for Lockdowns I 
have made hundreds of visits to record the year in Wytham.   

The whole process begins with leaving the house, with a 
backpack loaded with equipment.  There’s a hard climb up the 
hill to get the height and distance to look down on the Thames 
Valley: to note the various stages of flooding on Port Meadow, 
find a sheltered spot out of cold winds, take time to sit and 
allow the place guide me to what to paint.  I often return to the 
same spot which means I can see how the weather and 
seasonal change registers visually. 
The woods have become a very popular destination for people 
taking exercise: this has altered their character.  So though I’m 
saddened that it is closed again and I am not able to work 
there, nature will at least have some time to itself.  Let the deer 
wander, let badgers freely take nightly outings, and let the 
paths to recover from the relentless trampling. 
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FUTURE DEVELOPMENT OF OUR LOCAL GREEN BELT 
Reported here because of the impact on Littlemore. 
In December South Oxfordshire District Council was charged under a Direction from the 
government to proceed to formal adoption of the plan to build on Oxford's Green Belt.  The 
Liberal Democrat-led Council was strongly in favour of amending the plan so as to protect the 
Green Belt.  However their proposals were blocked by the Housing Minister. 
The two areas closest to us are at  
• Grenoble Road near the Kassam Stadium (proposed here are 3000 new homes, a Park & Ride, 

expansion of the Science Park, new Primary & Secondary Schools, & money toward providing 
GP services for the new population)

• Northfield, east of Blackbird Leys (1800 new 
homes are proposed here, + a Primary School 
& monies for existing local Secondary schools).  
Policy changes will require 50% of the homes 
to be built as ‘affordable homes’.   One 
justification for releasing Green Belt land is 
that money raised from the developments will 
enable regeneration of Blackbird Leys, & of 
Greater Leys (which is described one of the 
most seriously deprived areas of Oxfordshire).  
Littlemore isn’t mentioned, though we should 
be concerned about increased traffic & about 
being even more deprived of good air quality 
and of green space to provide us with oxygen. 

See: www.southoxon.gov.uk/wp-content/
uploads/sites/2/2020/12/SODC-LP2035-Non-
Track-Change-Version-November-2020.pdf

If you wish to be kept abreast of planning proposals in the neighbourhood, put ‘oxford planning portal’ into your search engine, 
and a page inviting you to view and comment on planning applications should be on the list. 

www.oxford.gov.uk/info/20066/planning_applications/328/view_and_comment_on_planning_applications 
You can search planning applications in your area, and have your say and follow their progress.  Even better, you can also register 

your postcode with Planning Finder, and ask to be sent weekly updates for the area you choose.

Andrew, who is an artist, was one of several residents who wrote in at the start of the first lockdown to describe ‘lockdown projects’  (see Issue 433).  He’d just embarked 
on a plan to paint every day at Wytham Woods when they were closed for lockdown and he had to stop.  He’s continued to walk locally, to make drawings at home that are 

about visual memories of the density of trees and the pattens of paths, and he’s made Crazed Lockdown Doodles.



WHO’S WHO IN LITTLEMORE 
incorporating WHAT’S ON during February & March 

Entries with an !  emoji are definitely accurate at the time of 
LL going to press: thank you to those who contacted me. Ed 

KEY: LOCATIONS IN LITTLEMORE 
ACF Army Cadet Force Building, OX4 6LD 
ATC Air Cadet Forces Centre, OX4 6LD  
BDB Blessed Dominic Barberi Hall, OX4 4JX 
EKH Edith Kempson House, OX4 4QB 
HCR Herschel Crescent Recreation Ground, OX4 3TU 
IBC Indoor Bowls Club, OX4 6NA 
JHN John Henry Newman Academy, OX4 4LS 
LCC Littlemore Community Centre, OX4 4PL 
LRC Littlemore Rugby Club, OX4 4NH 
LVH Littlemore Village Hall, OX4 4PY 
RBL Royal British Legion Hall, OX4 4LZ 
RCF Rose Hill Children+Families Centre, OX4 4UY 
RHC Rose Hill Community Centre, OX4 4HF 
SHQ Scout HQ, Fairlie Road, OX4 3SW  
SJF St John Fisher School, OX4 6LD 
SM+SN St Mary and St Nicholas Church, near OX4 4PB 
TOA The Oxford Academy, OX4 6JZ 

•!  Acrobatics, Parkour, Aerial & Stunts: UKCF Academy©: 
at TOA: parkour park + tumble track, ropes, trapezes, silks, 
hoops, handstand canes & more.  Contact Oliver Ward or see: 
www.ukcfacademy.co.uk: see extended entry on page 17. 

•!  Advice Centre (Rose Hill & Donnington) at RHC: tel 0800 
170 0156, admin@rhdadvice.org, or see www.rhdadvice.org: 
see extended entry on page 16. 

•AgeUK events usually at LCC: David Garces: 07827 235 432, 
davidgarces@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk 

•!  Air Cadets: usually at ATC: now ONLINE: Flt Lt 
O'Riordan: oc.2210@rafac.mod.gov.uk, or see 
www.aircadets.tv/2210   

•!  Allotments: *Thomson Terrace: Allotments are available: 
contact Francis Glassborow: TTAA.Secretary2020@gmail.com, 
Tom Dyra   07867 931 487, julia.brocklesby@gmail.com) 
*Minchery Farm (see City Council website) *Elder Stubbs (see 
City Council website or Restore website) and * Denny Gardens 
(see www.odfaa.com/members/contact) 

•!  Angling Society: Thames waters: all matches have been 
suspended.  However, as long as you stay local, fishing is still 
allowed as part of your daily exercise.  (See page 11 for more)  
Alan Campbell, alancampbell0811@gmail.com, 01865 964 
126, or see www.littlemoreanglingsociety.co.uk 

•Army Cadets: usually at ACF: now ONLINE: contact: SSI Sally 
Turner, 9982turne@armymail.mod.uk or see 
www.armycadets.com/county/oxfordshire-acf 

•!  Barberi Club: social group usually at BDB Hall: as yet 
unable to meet: contact Teresa Prescott: 07749 386 218, 
teresaprescott71@yahoo.co.uk 

•Bingo: usually at RBL: contact Katie Tutty 01865 778 869, or 
littlemorerbl@gmail.com 

•Bowls (Indoor): see www.oxbowls.co.uk 
•Bootcamp usually at TOA: Abbey Poulter: 07496 074 225, 
peoplefirstcoaching@hotmail.com 

•!  Childcare: Littlemore Playgroup: OPEN at LCC: M-F 
9-12noon: term-times: for pre-school children from 2-4 yrs: we 
currently have spaces available for 3-yr olds: Manager: Hayley 
Cox: 01865 396 449 when open, or 
littlemoreplaygroup@yahoo.co.uk.  Follow us on Facebook: 
Littlemore Playgroup 

•!  Childcare: Little Peeple Nursery: OPEN at TOA  8am to 
5.30pm, 48 weeks a year.  Manager: Lindsey Hart: 01865 397 
972, littlepeeplenursery@peeple.org.uk     

•!  Childcare: The Old Station Nursery: OPEN at Oxford 
Science Park, for children aged 3months-5years: open all year.  
Please contact Charlotte Dagg:  
osp@theoldstationnursery.co.uk or 01865 777 167 

•!  Coffee Shop at LVH: contact Claire Drinkwater for 
updates, 01865 718 580 

•!  Community Emergency Food Bank: OPEN at EKH: 
Andrew Bevan, 01865 514 374, or 07799 532 177 

•!  Conservation Groups: Berks Bucks & Oxford Wildlife 
Trust: wis-oxon@bbowt.org.uk.   

•Dance (Jive+: Modern Jive) for 16+: usually at TOA: contact 
Coralie Green: 07767 360 854,  coralie@jiveplus.com, or see 
www.jiveplus.com   

•!  Dance: Street Dance with Body Politic: ages 11-14: 
Weds 4.30-5.30pm at TOA: we hope to restart 22nd February: 
contact Emma-Jane Morbey: emj@bodypoliticdance.com, or 
see www.bodypoliticdance.com 

•Driftway Country Music Club usually at RBL: contact Kevin 
McCullagh: 01235 529 976 

•!  FAITH GROUPS:

St Mary and St Nicholas C of E Church, Sandford Road, 
near OX4 4PB: 10am Sunday Services continue ONLINE: 
please contact me for the details via 01865 748 003 or 
vicar@littlemorechurch.org or look on our website: 
www.littlemorechurch.org.  Please find our news on page 2: 
Rev Margreet Armitstead: 01865 748 003, 
vicar@littlemorechurch.org   
Littlemore Baptist Church: Edith Kempson House, Chapel 
Lane, Littlemore, OX4 4QB: the building of the church is 
given over to the Community Emergency Foodbank: church 
services continue ONLINE: Sundays 10.30 am.  Please 
contact Rev Jeryl Bayona: 07903 745 807, 
jeryl.bayona@littlemorebaptist.org.uk, or see 
www.littlemorebaptist.org.uk for the meeting ID & pw. 
Emmanuel Church Oxford: Littlemore Connect Group: 
usually at LCC: we’re still unable to meet face to face but 
we hope to return to LCC in due course: meanwhile we 
have zoom meetings from time to time: if you’d like to join 
us contact Paul Billingham: 
littlemore@emmanueloxford.org, or see https://
emmanueloxford.org/connect-groups/find-a-group 
Blessed Dominic Barberi Roman Catholic Church, Cowley 
Road, Littlemore, OX4 4JX   Contact: Fr Zbigniew Zieba 
(Fr Ziggy) bldominicbarberioxford@yahoo.com,  01865 778 
454.  BDB is open for celebrations of Masses and other 
sacraments & devotions.  Those attending must wear masks 
during Masses and observe all CoViD-19 rules for public 
worship. *Weekend Mass times: Saturday Vigil - 6pm, 
Sunday 11am      *Weekday Mass times: Mondays, 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, Fridays & Saturdays at 9am.  There 
is a half hour Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament with 
Benediction after 9am Mass on weekdays. 
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•Football & Futsal Coaching for girls & boys: usually at TOA: 
James Gilmore: 01865 338 159, or see 
www.officialsoccerschools.co.uk/oxfordunited 

•!  GENERAL PRACTICES 
There are no Primary Medical or Dental services in Littlemore 
but the following GP surgeries cover the Littlemore area 

Donnington Medical Partnership: 01865 771 313 
  1 Henley Ave, OX4 4DH 

Cowley Road Medical Practice: 01865 791 850 
  Manzil Way, Cowley, OX4 1XD 

Hollow Way Medical Centre: 01865 777 495 
  18 Ivy Close, Cowley, OX4 2NB 

The Leys Health Centre: 01865 778 244 
  Dunnock Way, OX4 7EX 

St Bartholomew’s Medical Centre: 01865 242 334 
  Manzil Way, Cowley Rd, Cowley, OX4 1XB 

Temple Cowley Health Centre: 01865 777 024 
  Temple Rd, Cowley, OX4 2HL 

•!  Growing Minds Project: OPEN: if you live in Littlemore 
and have a little one born 2018 onwards, do get in touch to 
find out more about the Growing Minds project & @ receiving 
free books.  Email families@peeple.org.uk or call Helen 
Stroudley on 01865 397 971. 

•Gym usually at TOA: + free sessions for over 50s 
ox4communityservices@theoxfordacademy.org.uk 

•!  HALLS FOR HIRE: all are currently closed: both LVH and 
RBL halls reopened between lockdowns and may be willing to 
discuss future bookings: hirers must complete a risk 
assessment, and comply with CoViD-19 regulations. 

Littlemore Village Hall: we will re-open as soon as 
regulations allow. Hall with kitchen, stage & garden: at 
Railway Lane, Littlemore, OX4 4PY.   You can now find full 
details of the Village Hall and its facilities on the new 
website at www.littlemorevillagehall.org  
Royal British Legion Hall: Functions rooms, Games room 
and Bar: at Lakefield Road, Littlemore, OX4 4LZ.  See 
www.littlemorebritishlegion.co.uk.  Contact Katie Tutty 
littlemorerbl@gmail.com, or 01865 778 869 

•!  Isis Ringcraft usually at LVH: contact Sara Nixon: phone 
txt: 07721 939 800 

•!  Karate usually at JHN: contact Chris Wilmott: 07880 636 
123, chriswilmott2000@yahoo.com  

•Kendo: Japanese samurai 'sword' fighting with bamboo 
shinai & wood bokken: for boys+girls, men+women age 4yrs 
to 60+: usually at TOA: contact Rowena Dossett: Oxford City 
Kendo Club 07711 285 730, rowenadossett@aol.com, or see 
www.oxfordkendo.com 

•!  Kickboxing and Karate ONLINE: contact Michaela Clarke, 
07487 655 895  

•!  Library: Home Library Service: offers a Home Pick Up & 
Delivery with 2 metre social distancing at doorstep: 
RUNNING: but only visiting individuals at their own home: not 
Care homes/retirement complexes.  Kevin Salway, 01865 810 
259: homelibraryservice@oxfordshire.gov.uk: see page 7 

•!  Library: Littlemore Public Library at TOA: currently 
closed: Sharon Ingram: littlemore.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk, 
or see www.oxfordshire.gov.uk 

•!  Library: Oxford County Library, Westgate: see 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/leisure-and-culture/

libraries  see extended entry on page 7 

•!  Littlemore Local History Society: usually at LCC: now 
ONLINE via zoom: contact Sue Stewart: 
history.littlemore@gmail.com 

•!  Men’s Breakfast: usually at EKH: Andrew Bevan: 01865 
514 374: we’re not yet able to open as the building is given 
over to the Community Emergency Foodbank      

•!  Move It Don’t Lose It: lively 1-hour exercise class for over 
60s including those unable to stand: classes are suspended 
until further notice: contact Jane Read: 01865 749 206     

•!  Music: Community Orchestra: usually at TOA: restrictions 
on gatherings mean we are unable to meet right now, but we 
hope to get back to rehearsals in the not too distant future!  
Meanwhile see www.cowleyorchestra.weebly.com  

•!  Music: Jubilate Band: continues ONLINE via zoom + 
recordings to play in the monthly Jubilate Church Service for 
SM+SN church: please contact Rev Margreet Armitstead 
01865 748 003, vicar@littlemorechurch.org we'll work with 
you in whatever way we can.  

•!  Music: Jubilee Brass: Although we’re not yet back to 
playing as a group, if you are interested in playing in a 
friendly/welcoming Brass band when it's possible please 
contact: Cliff Sadler: jubileebrassoxford@gmail.com.  Players 
of all instruments are welcome 

•!  Music: Soundabout Music Group: for those with severe & 
profound learning disability: usually at LVH: now ONLINE:  
see www.soundabout.org.uk/newyear2021 for the current 
programme: to join in online contact info@soundabout.org.uk, 
01235 797 474  

•Nutrition Club: usually at SJF: contact: Steffani Herring-Hall: 
hblfsteffi.goherbalife.com 

•!  Open House usually at EKH: Andrew Bevan: 01865 514 
374: we are unable to offer coffee and conversation just yet as 
the building is still given over entirely to the Community 
Emergency Foodbank.         

•!  Oxford Aerial Arts (Pole Fitness, Aerial Hoop and 
More): usually at TOA: and also ONLINE: contact Nicola 
Ghalmi: 07909 974 256, oxfordaerialarts@hotmail.com, or see 
www.oxfordaerialarts.com  

•!  Peep Groups: ONLINE:  We are not yet running face-to-
face groups, but are increasing the number of our zoom 
groups for babies to 2 yr olds + their parents & carers.  These 
offer singing, stories, & time to talk to practitioners.  Please 
contact families@peeple.org.uk or phone Lisse Honeyman on 
07780 716 098 for more information. 

•!  Pilates: Clever Movement Classes: face-to-face classes in 
Littlemore, Sandford and Iffley (1:1 and/or Group) are not yet 
possible, but classes continue ONLINE and are open to new 
members: contact Jane Callaway, Physiotherapist: 
janecallawaypilates@hotmail.co.uk, and see 
www.clevermovement.co.uk 

•!  Pop-Up Pilates: usually at LVH: now ONLINE: we are 
offering classes on Mondays 6.30 + 7.30pm, Tuesdays 5.30 + 
6.30pm, Wednesday 5.30 + 6.30pm, Thursdays 6 + 6.30pm 
and Wednesday 10am.  These classes will run until spring: 
contact Lauren McLeod 07547 920 909, info@pop-up-
pilates.com or see www.pop-up-pilates.com 

•Restore Shop & Café at Littlemore Hospital: Grace Ward 
01865 902 098 or littlemorerecoverygroup@restore.org.uk.  

•Rhythmic Gymnastics: usually at TOA: contact Zuzana 
Gergelova info@oxfordgymnastics.co.uk, or see 
www.oxfordgymnastics.co.uk 
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•!  Rugby Training (Senior): info is updated daily @ fb: 
Littlemore RFC-Littlemore Rugby Club, contact Carl Wright 
07515 120 460, carl.wright@chch.ox.ac.uk or Jason Chambers 
jasonpaulchambers@hotmail.com 07796 607 740 

•!  Rugby training (Mini & Junior 5-14 yrs, all abilities 
welcome): contact John Perry 07766 954 922 or 
lrfcminichair@gmail.com  

•!  SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES 
Emmanuel Christian School: web: www.ecschool.co.uk, 
email: admin@ecschool.org.uk    
John Henry Newman Academy: web: 
www.jhnacademy.co.uk  
Mabel Prichard Secondary School: 
www.mabelprichard.org 
The Oxford Academy www.theoxfordacademy.org.uk 
St John Fisher Catholic Primary School www.st-john-
fisher.oxon.sch.uk   
SAE Institute: A partner Institute of Middlesex University: 
www.sae.edu/gbr/campuses/oxford 

•!  Singing: ONLINE zoom sessions based in Littlemore with 
SM&SN Musician-in-Residence Malcolm Atkins: People’s Note 
Group, and BBL Community Choir  contact him: 01865 721 
564, or 07872 991 287, or malcolm.atkins1@ntlworld.com 

•!  Singing and/or Social: ONLINE M-F: at 10 am   *Mon: 
Sing Along with People's Note: well known popular songs    
*Tues: Family Fun – songs, stories, activities    *Wednesdays: 
Sustainability: open sessions @ growing & keeping plants, 
trees, bees & all things natural    *Thurs: Quiz! Local history & 
many other topics    *Friday sessions for care homes or closed 
institutions (on demand: if you know an institution that would 
benefit do get in touch: for safeguarding reasons these aren’t 
open sessions.   *Saturday 2.30pm (on demand): Learning to 
play music and sing simple songs together.  For login details 
contact Malcolm Atkins on 01865 721564 or 07872 991 287, 
or Rev Margreet Armitstead at St Mary & St Nicholas (above) 

•Slimming World: usually at RBL: contact Sarah Phipps: 
sltinton@aol.com 

•!  Stay & Play: usually at SHQ: Little Chuggers: we’ve not 
yet started to meet at Scout HQ, but hope to do so in the near 
future: if you’d like to volunteer to help the group, we would 
love to hear from you: please contact Ruth Lloyd, 07736 831 
038, littlechuggers@gmail.com 

•!  Walking Group: monthly: usually Fridays+ occasional 
other days: register your interest with Rita Bevan: 
ritabevan@paston.co.uk or 01865 514 374  

•!  Women’s Institute: usually at Sandford Village Hall: see 
page 11: contact Jill Love: 01865 716 557, or message our 
Facebook page: Sandford-on-Thames Women’s Institute   

•Woodturners Club: usually at LVH: we are still not yet running 
our monthly club nights in the Village Hall.  We have a 
whatsapp group that members can join: 
owc_secretary@yahoo.com, 07543 378 259. 

•!  Yogarelax: ONLINE: Virtual YOGARELAX sessions with 
Angela Joy: 45-minute easily accessible sessions  For details, 
times and dates please email angelajoy@btinternet.com  

•Youth Groups: Beavers (age 6-8): Brownies (girls 7-10 yrs): 
Cubs (age 8-10½ ): Explorers (age 14-18) and Scouts (age 
10½-14): see their individual websites for details 

•Zumba: over 15yrs of age and all abilities welcome: usually at 
TOA: contact Steffani Herring-Hall: www.zumba-Steffi.co.uk 

!  THE COMMUNITY EMERGENCY FOODBANK 
See: www.cefoxford.co.uk 

Established before the pandemic and still 
going strong, the Community Emergency 
Foodbank provides a service across Oxford 
and the surrounding area.  To maintain the 
service during the pandemic, it is now a 
delivery-only service.  Its local base is in Edith 
Kempson House. 
If your household is facing a shortage of essential, non-
perishable food please contact your doctor, one of the advice 
agencies, a community or housing worker, your children’s 
school, a church minister, counsellor or other professional 
person in the community to refer you.  
An appropriate food parcel depending on household size and 
circumstances will then be delivered to you on a Tuesday or 
Friday morning between 10.30am and 1pm.  You need to be 
home during that time to receive the delivery. 
If you would like to consider helping CEF as a volunteer please 
email info@cefoxford.co.uk.                                  Andrew Bevan 

!  ROSE HILL ADVICE CENTRE…  
… is an independent charity, grant-aided by 
Oxford City Council & by Littlemore Parish 
Council.  We serve Rose Hill, Donnington & 
Littlemore and offer free advice in confidence 
to all.  Should the need arise, we will represent 
you in Courts of Law (for debt, rent arrears, 
eviction or mortgage repossession). 

Has Covid-19 hit you hard?  Are you struggling to make ends 
meet?  The Rose Hill and Donnington Advice Centre has been 
granted some special funds to give help to people affected by 
the virus and the restrictions. 
Contact us now while we still have some of these Covid-19 
emergency funds left.  We will probably ask you to send us a 
copy (or a picture) of a recent bank statement covering at least 
one month so we can see how things are for you. 

We are in the Rose Hill Community Centre, Carole's Way,  
off Ashhurst Way, Rose Hill, OX4 4HF, but the pandemic means 
that we are unable to allow the public into the building at the 
moment.  However you can still contact our specialist benefits, 
debt & housing workers by phone and email.   

Please get in touch and let us make things a bit easier for you. 

Find us:  
online at rhdadvice.org  
email: admin@rhdadvice.org. 
Freephone 0800 170 0156, Monday to Thursday 
9.30am-3.30pm.  

Geoffrey Ferres, Manager 

Listings of classes, etc are free, even those that are 
money-making: all LPC asks is that those responsible 

confirm them every two months, both for data protection 
reasons, and so that space isn’t wasted with out-of-date 

information.  I’ve eased the rules a bit during the 
pandemic, but from the next issue, I’ll only post entries if 
I’ve heard from the person responsible.  If you’d like to 

add an entry to the list please contact 
editor@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Ed. 
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!  NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH: CONTACT NUMBERS  
To report DOG FOULING, NOISE, FLY-TIPPING etc, Contact 
the Community Response Team, Oxford City Council: 
report by email at saferoxford@oxford.gov.uk, or 01865 252 
969.  Out of Hours Noise Complaints 01865 249 811. 

To report ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR, contact the police or 
the Anti-Social Behaviour Investigation Team, Ox City Council, 
report by email: saferoxford@oxford.gov.uk 
or telephone 01865 252 969. 

To report NEEDLES AND SHARPS, OFFENSIVE GRAFFITI or 
graffiti on public buildings, council properties and in parks, 
cemeteries and bus shelters: report online at https://
www.oxford.gov.uk/info/20095/do_it_online or telephone 
Direct Services (Streetscene) on 01865 335 400  (they’ll give 
advice about graffiti on private property, too). 

To report ILLEGAL PARKING contact NSL on 03453 371 138 
(select 3) or email parking@oxfordshire.gov.uk.   

To become A MEMBER OF A NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
GROUP, or to start up a group of your own please join on 
www.ourwatch.org.uk or email maggiejlewis@yahoo.co.uk 

UKCF ACADEMY 
Our local Acrobatics, Parkour, and Aerial Stunt Academy 
Christmas Camp went ahead: below are some pictures.   
Oliver Ward plans another camp at Easter. 

 

!  NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICE  
Rose Hill Community Centre, Carole’s Way, Oxford OX4 4HF 
The Neighbourhood Police Team now comprises: 

Inspector James Sullivan 
Sergeant Steve Why 
PC Simon Collins 
PC Matt Goodchild 
PCSO Aaron Gisborne 
PCSO Yasmin Goddard 
PCSO Carol Robinson 
PCSO Tom Taylor 
PCSO Daniel Thomas 
PCSO Olivia Wood 

Contact: 
Ring 101 for non emergency calls,  
or 999 for emergencies, or mail 
OxfordSouthEastNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk. 
Follow us on: 
Twitter – ‘TVP Oxford’ or Facebook – ‘Thames Valley Police’ 
www.thamesvalleyalaert.co.uk 
Please see our entries on page 4, and the home security 
Q & As on pages 17 & 18 

 

New survey:  
Visiting loved ones in care homes during the pandemic 
Healthwatch Oxfordshire (the county’s independent health and 
social care watchdog) would like to hear from you if you have a 
relative living in a care home in Oxfordshire.  They would 
particularly like to know what contact you’ve been able to have 
with your relative since the first lockdown last March, and what 
impact this has had on you, and on them.  You can share your 
experiences by completing a short anonymous survey at 
www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/carehomefamilies/.  You can find out 
more about their work at www.healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk 
If you would like a paper copy or a translation of the survey you 
can contact them on 01865 520520 or 
at hello@healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk 
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HOME SECURITY: SELF ASSESSMENT ✓ if NO  HOME OFFICE ADVICE IF YOU TICKED ‘NO’

EXTERNAL DOORS 

Does your front door have a robust 
deadlock i.e. a lock that requires a key to 
move the bolt forward into the frame? 

You should consider upgrading your locks. If you have a wooden door more 
than 44mm thick, a 5-lever mortice lock is best. If you have a PVC-u door, a 
3 multi-point lock is the best option. For more information and advice 
contact your local police force and ask for their Crime Prevention Officer. 

Are your doors or frames free from 
damage caused by weathering or neglect? 

Are your front and back doors sufficiently 
strong to resist forced entry? 

Even if you have good locks, it won’t do any good if your doors and frames 
are not strong. You don’t necessarily need to replace your doors and frames 
as there are products available to reinforce your doors. However, if your 
doors or frames are in very poor condition you may need to replace them. If 
so make sure that the doorset is certificated to British Standard PAS 24.

Do you have a robust deadlock on your 
back door? 

You should consider upgrading your locks. The locks on your back door 
should be the same standard as on your front door - see advice from 
question 1.

Do you lock your doors when you leave 
the house for even a few minutes? 

Make sure that you always remember to lock up properly when you leave 
your home - even if you just pop out for a few minutes. 

Do you lock your doors at all times when 
you're home?  

Make sure you keep your doors and windows locked when you’re at home, 
including when you’re out in the garden. 

WINDOWS 

Are your windows and frames in good 
condition?

Look at the condition of your window frames, as they can be easy to force if 
weakened by age. Again there are products available to reinforce them, and 
any new windows should be certificated to British Standard BS 7950.

Do your accessible windows (except those 
designated as a fire escape route) have 
locks with keys? 

Fit locks on all your accessible windows – including those that could be 
reached by a nimble burglar. There are a number of good locks available 
which are relatively cheap and easy to fit. PVC-u windows may require 
specialist locks. For more information and advice contact your local police 
force and ask for their Crime Prevention Officer. 

Do you keep your windows locked 
whenever you leave the house?  

Make sure that you always remember to lock windows as well as your doors 
when you leave your home.

PROPERTIES WHICH SHARE AN ENTRANCE 

If you live in a flat with a communal entry, 
do you make sure you never buzz 
strangers in? Be extra careful about letting people in through shared front doors – if you 

don’t know them the simple advice is ‘don’t let them in’.When entering through communal doors, 
do you ensure strangers can't follow you 
in?  

GARAGES / SHEDS

Do you have strong locks on your shed or 
garage? 

Set about putting a strong padlock on your garage or shed. Sheds often 
hold tools which are expensive to replace and could be used to break into 
your house. 

If your garage is attached to your house, 
do you have deadlocks on connecting 
doors?  

Any door connecting your garage to your house should be treated in the 
same way as an external door – someone could get into the garage and 
work on the connecting door without being seen. See the advice on locks for 
doors in reply to question 1

Do you always lock tools and ladders 
away?  

You should make sure that your tools and ladders are always locked away as 
these can be used to break into your home. Ladders can be locked to a 
sturdy bracket on an outside wall if you don’t have a garage. 

OUTSIDE SECURITY / ENVIRONMENT

Do you have working outside security 
lighting?

Good outdoor lighting can deter a burglar by making them fear detection or 
discovery. A low energy bulb installed within a light that is designed to come 
on during the hours of darkness is relatively easy to fit and relatively cheap to 
run.
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Is your garden fence in good condition? 

Is your garden fence high enough to make 
climbing over difficult?

Securing the perimeter of your garden can act as the first line of resistance. 
Check for weak spots in your fence, and make sure it’s high enough to make 
climbing over the top difficult. 

Are trees or shrubs outside your home 
trimmed well back?

These should always be well trimmed back so that burglars can’t break in 
unobserved.

Do you have strong locks on your gate or 
side fence? 

Having gates at the side of your house and making sure they are fitted with a 
decent lock you can stop burglars from easily getting into your garden.

PROPERTY MARKING

Have you marked the valuable property in 
your home?

Marking your property is the best way of reducing its value if it’s stolen. Use 
your postcode and the number of your house or flat to clearly identify it. UV 
pens or chemical trace or microdot liquids can be used on objects that could 
be damaged by visible marking. Also remember to keep photographs of 
valuable items such as jewellery to aid identification. 

Have you registered your mobile phone(s) 
with a property register company? 

Have you registered serial numbers of your 
computers, MP3 players and other 
equipment? 

Consider registering your property (mobile phones, MP3 players, laptops) 
with a company such as Immobilise (www.immobilise.com) – so that they can 
be traced back to you if they are recovered by the police amongst stolen 
items.

BURGLAR ALARMS

Do you have a working burglar alarm? 

Consider improving your security with a burglar alarm. Many burglars will 
avoid breaking into a property with an alarm and will seek out easier 
properties. Find out more in the Home Office’s publication entitled ‘Guide to 
Home Security’. 

Do you set it whenever you leave, and at 
night when you go to bed?  

Make sure that you always set your alarm when you leave your home and 
when you go to bed at night.

KEYS

Are you careful not to leave keys near a 
door or window?

Leaving keys within reach of a window, glass pane or in a lock could make a 
thief’s job easier.

Do you make sure you don’t have spare 
keys hidden outside? 

It is not a good idea to leave keys outside. Burglars know that people hide 
spare keys under flowerpots, under doormats or in garages.

WHEN YOU ARE AWAY ON HOLIDAY

Do you ask friends to remove your post, 
turn on lights and open your curtains?

Take a few steps when going away on holiday to appear as though you are 
really at home. Ask a friend to open or shut curtains, turn lights on and off 
and remove your post. Cancel delivery of milk and papers. 

WHEN YOU GO OUT IN THE EVENING

Do you leave a light on, other than the hall 
light, and shut the curtains?  

Consider installing automatic switches to turn lights on whilst you are out in 
the evening and remember to shut the curtains. 

SAFETY WITH PEOPLE AT THE DOOR

Do you make use of the door spy hole and 
secu- rity chain when you have a visitor?

Do you check IDs of strangers who say 
they are from a utility company? 

Take extra precautions when answering the door if you’re not expecting 
visitors; use a spy hole or security chain, and check IDs carefully if visitors say 
they’re from utility companies or the council.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

When you fit new windows and doors do 
they comply with British Standards e.g. 
Kitemarked?  

When making improvements to your home, look for doors and windows that 
comply with British Standards; PAS 24 for a new doorset and BS 7950 for 
windows. For more information and advice contact your local police force 
and ask for their Crime Prevention Officer or Crime Prevention Design 
Officer. 

HOME SECURITY: SELF ASSESSMENT ✓ if NO  HOME OFFICE ADVICE IF YOU TICKED ‘NO’
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LITTLEMORE PARISH COUNCIL 

2019-21 Council Chair: Cllr Lynda Comber        2019-21 Council Vice-Chair: Cllr Macer Wicker 
Because meetings and elections have been cancelled or postponed, appointments are extended until May 2021 

MEMBERS 
Cllr Lynda Comber Cllr Gill Sanders Cllr Macer Wicker 

Cllr Tiago Corais Cllr Sue Stewart Cllr Maggie Willis 
Cllr Michael Evans Cllr John Tanner Cllr Janice Pullen 

Cllr Anita Fisher Cllr Margaret Wareing Cllr Sue Aldridge 
Cllr Dorian Hancock Cllr Kim Wicker  

COMMITTEES 

Finance Committee Planning Committee Policy Committee Personnel Committee 
Chair: Dorian Hancock Chair: Cllr Sue Stewart Chair: TBC Chair:  Cllr Gill Sanders 

Members Members Members Members 

Cllr Lynda Comber Cllr Lynda Comber Cllr Lynda Comber Cllr Lynda Comber 
Cllr Dorian Hancock Cllr Michael Evans Cllr Michael Evans Cllr Anita Fisher 

Cllr John Tanner Cllr Gill Sanders Cllr Anita Fisher Cllr Gill Sanders 
Cllr Maggie Willis Cllr Sue Stewart Cllr John Tanner Cllr Sue Stewart 
Cllr Macer Wicker Cllr Maggie Willis Cllr Maggie Willis Cllr Kim Wicker 

    

WORKING GROUPS 

Amenities Neighbourhood Plan Digital Transport Small Grants Youth Council 
Cllr Dorian Hancock Cllr Tiago Corais Cllr Michael Evans (L) Cllr Lynda Comber Cllr Lynda Comber Cllr Lynda Comber (L) 

Cllr John Tanner Cllr Dorian Hancock  Cllr Tiago Corais (L) Cllr John Tanner Cllr Gill Sanders 
Cllr Macer Wicker (L) Cllr John Tanner   Cllr Dorian Hancock Cllr Maggie Willis (L)  

Cllr Maggie Willis Cllr Margaret Wareing     
 Cllr Maggie Willis (L)     

Each Working Group has a lead member (L) who will write reports & provide updates to the Clerk and Council. 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Clerk: Richard Wilkins: Available by phone between 4 & 7pm, Monday to Friday on 07377 682 216. 
You can email the Clerk and the whole Parish Council at clerk@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk, or write to them at The Oxford Academy, Sandy Lane West, 

Littlemore, Oxford OX4 6JZ.  Richard will try to answer all queries within 7 days but please note that those requiring Parish Council discussion, decision 
and/or approval will always be referred to the next full Parish Council meeting. 

Cllr Lynda Comber chair@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk Cllr Sue Stewart sue.stewart@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Cllr Sue Aldridge susie.aldridge&littlemoreparishcounciol.gov.uk Cllr John Tanner cllrjtanner@oxford.gov.uk    01865 251 441 

Cllr Tiago Corais cllrtcorais@oxford.gov.uk Cllr Margaret Wareing margaret.wareing@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Cllr Michael Evans michael.evans@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk Cllr Kim Wicker kim.wicker@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Cllr Anita Fisher anita.fisher@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk Cllr Macer Wicker macer.wicker@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Cllr Dorian Hancock dorian.hancock@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk Cllr Maggie Willis maggie.willis@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Cllr Janice Pullen Jan.pullen@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk Vacancy  

Cllr Gill Sanders cllrgsanders@oxford.gov.uk     01865 761 856 Vacancy  

FULL COUNCIL MEETINGS  

Full Council Meetings are usually held at The Oxford Academy, Sandy Lane West from 7-9pm on the 2nd Tuesday each month except 
August.  However, during the CoViD-19 Lockdown meetings are conducted online.  For news about them, and minutes of meetings, please 

contact the Clerk or check the Parish Council website:  www.littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk   
 

 



OPPORTUNITIES TO HELP 

THE DONATIONS SCHEME 
Oxford City Council has set up a donations scheme so the 
public can easily donate food, & other essential items to 
charities helping Oxford’s most vulnerable communities.  The 
scheme is part of the Council’s effort to help those most 
affected by the CoViD-19 restrictions.  Donated goods are 
distributed to local charities. 
Where to donate 
Our local donation/collection point is at Rose Hill Community 
Centre, Carole’s Way, OX4 4HF.  It can accept donations only 
during staffed hours.  In addition to the things listed below 
RHCC is happy to accept unwanted Christmas gifts, and good 
quality second hand goods that would be useful to people in 
need in these difficult times.  (Other donations centres may not 
be so flexible).  If you have any doubt about whether your items 
are suitable do phone RHCC on 01865 749 597.  
Items suitable for all donation points include  

• shelf-stable and long life food - products that require 
refrigeration can’t be accepted 

• baby items (including formula, food pouches & nappies) 
• sanitary & personal care products (but not sharp objects). 

LITTLEMORE COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP 
Littlemore Community Partnership was set up by Oxford City 
Council.  It’s a networking group.  People from local 
organisations & agencies (such as Schools, Churches, the 
Community Centre & the Village Hall, Parish Council, Health 
Services and Thames Valley Police), and residents may all 
attend.  It holds quarterly meetings.  Prior to the pandemic, 
their location rotated to include JHN Academy, LCC, TOA, and 
so on.  Now they are online, so this is a good time to see what 
we do.  This year’s meetings are 8th March  *24th May  *30th Aug   
*29th Nov.  Each is at 10am.  Meetings last an hour.   
The Partnership has 4 priorities:  *improving the life chances of 
Littlemore residents, *child poverty, *health and wellbeing, 
especially isolation in the elderly population, and *social 
housing.  Amongst the things discussed at the last meeting was 
the fact that deprivation exists here, yet extra resources seem 
always to be given to Rose Hill and Blackbird Leys.  The Parish 
Council is taking this up with the City.  
Do you have something to offer?  Would you like to know 
more?  Please contact the Chair, Councillor John Tanner, 
cllrjtanner@oxford.gov.uk, or Val Churchill, Locality Support 
Officer, Oxford City Council, vchurchill@oxford.gov.uk. 

MUSEUM OF OXFORD see page 7 
THE HOME LIBRARY SERVICE see page 7 

FROM THE WASTE RECYCLING TEAM 
Please manage your waste safely: 

• Dispose of used masks and gloves in the rubbish bin 
• If your green bin/purple sack is full to overflowing, don’t 

present side waste  
• To save room in your blue bin, squash your recycling (extra 

recycling can be put out next to your blue bin in a clear bag) 
• Avoid big clear outs by holding onto larger items like 

furniture: only use the recycling centre (Redbridge) where it 
is essential to do so 

If you or anybody in your household has CoViD symptoms: 
• double bag waste and store it safely for 72 hours before 

putting out for collection in your green bin/purple sack 

Please help keep our frontline staff safe: 
• Wash your hands regularly  
• Keep a safe 2 metre distance from crews - they're working 

hard to maintain services 
• Clean your bin handles and lids after touching them. 

STOP PRESS: Bulky waste collection 
A few people who called in the second week in January to 
book a bulky waste collection were told that this service had 
been suspended.  The decision was revoked: the service is 
running! 
However there may be future changes: you can find updates 
from the waste disposal team on social media and on their 
website www.oxford.gov.uk/info/20004/recycling_and_waste. 

Laura Baughan, Recycling Project Coordinator
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The copy deadline for the next issue is midnight on Thursday 11th March 2021.   
Please email copy to editor@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk.  

If you wish to receive a copy deadline reminder, or the electronic issue by email, please contact the editor.


