
THANKS AND GREETINGS FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL 
Littlemore Parish Council wish to thank the following staff: 

Brian Hartree and Richard Broadway (Maintenance Team) for 
the fantastic work they put in looking after the grounds;  
Judith Godsland (Editor) for an excellent & informative 
Littlemore Local; Richard Wilkins (Parish Clerk) who ensures 
the smooth running of the Parish Council; and Ken Barrett 
(Retired Groundsman) who assisted the Council by covering 
holidays this year.  

Thank you, too, to all the Volunteers who delivered the 
Littlemore Local at the start of the year, and to the Oxford 
Direct Services Team who keep Littlemore clean.  
Finally, we wish all our residents and businesses of Littlemore a 
Happy Christmas and New Year. 

Lynda Comber, Chair, Littlemore Parish Council 

MESSAGE TO LIBRARY USERS 
Our local library in Littlemore remains closed to the public 
because it is part of the Oxford Academy Campus, and social 
distancing requirements within the school mean that the school 
needs the space.  Every issue of LITTLEMORE LOCAL carries info 
about the Home Library Service, and because Littlemore Library 
is closed, Issue 433 carried information about special services 
offered from the city centre library, where all loans have been 
extended to January 2021.  Loans may be extended further.  In 
addition the Central Library is now able to offer a free click & 
collect service for customers of all ages.  Go to 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/leisure-and-culture/
libraries/click-and-collect: say what sort of books you like to 
read and choose a library collection point from the list.  Library 
staff will handpick up to 6 books that fit your interests.  They 
aim to meet your request within 24 hours and will contact you 
when your collection is available: you'll have 3 days to pick 
them up.  They can’t promise you won’t have read what they 
choose for you.  No fines will be applied as a result of lockdown 
or individual circumstances if you are unable to return loans.   

STOP PRESS: Public consultation:  
Littlemore Parish Council is hosting a public consultation on the 
proposal to build two office blocks on Armstrong Road (see 
page 11).  Charterhouse Property developers will present the 
plans and answer questions from the public.  This is an open 
meeting hosted via Zoom: anyone can attend.   
Thursday 19 November 2020 at 7pm via Zoom: 

NEWS FROM 2210 (COWLEY) SQN AIR CADETS 
This year, due to the second lockdown, 2210 (Cowley) Sqn were 
unable to participate in any Remembrance Day services, 
instead we marked the day from our doorsteps in accordance 
with national advice.  Normally we would be involved in the 
Oxford City parade and the service at St Mary and St Nicholas 
Church in Littlemore.   
We have continued 
our weekly parade 
online with a variety 
of topics including 
tying knots, military 
history, aviation 
knowledge, map 
reading and 
quizzes.   
The staff look 
forward to finishing 
the required 
changes to our 
building to make it 
CoViD secure, and 
to welcoming 
cadets back to 
face-to-face training safely in the near future.     Flt Lt O’Riordan 
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GRAFFITI and FLY POSTING 
The City Council’s Direct Services team has started to work 
steadily around the city month by month to remove visual litter.  
Littlemore was one of the first areas on the list, and in October 
670 items of graffiti were removed from our shared public 
spaces.  (Offensive graffiti is removed as soon as it is reported.)  
At the moment the Parishes of Kennington, Littlemore and 
Sandford are being graffiti-tagged rather frequently, and 
Kennington Parish Council has asked if Littlemore PC will join 
their efforts to encourage the authorities to suppress the 
culprit(s).  If taggers are readers of LITTLEMORE LOCAL who 
would like an alternative vehicle for their self- expression, 
please write in! 

POETRY CORNER 
Christmas ain’t coming  
and the goose ain’t getting fat. 
So don’t get stressy  
‘cos that is that. 
The house won’t be messy: 
no cooking great fat dinners, 
that only burst your inners. 
Cut down on the shopping, 
and concentrate on flopping - 
you can just watch the box,  
in your JimJams and socks. 
Believe it when I say,  
there will be another day 
to get together. 
The virus cannot last for ever.. 

Poem: Angela Richards 
Illustration: Andrew Walton 

£100 REWARD FOR SUCCESSFUL RETURN 

Oscar is a young cat who has been missing from his home in 
Railway Lane for weeks.  He is neutered & chipped. 

He has four white paws, and a white patch on his chin, chest 
and tummy.  A distinguishing mark is the white spot on his left 
upper lip, under his nose.  His left upper canine is missing. 

Please contact 07782 810 688 if you have any information or 
sightings.  Thank you.                      Name and address supplied 

NEW: CLEVER MOVEMENT PILATES CLASS 
There’ll be a new class on Thursdays 
at 11am in Littlemore Village Hall 
when the pandemic allows, though in 
the mean time the new class is 
starting online.   

My Clever Movement classes offer a 
combination of my specialist skills in 
musculoskeletal & sports physiotherapy along with Pilates 
instruction: they are safe and achievable for anyone wanting or 
needing to look after their body, whether it’s for doing the 
shopping or running a marathon.   

Research shows that although strong muscles are needed in 
life, just working them harder & longer isn’t always the best way 
forward.  Sometimes moving differently, or targeting certain 
muscles is what the body requires.  I get to know my clients’ 
needs and strengths, and face to face classes are organised so 
that I can easily recognise movement habits, errors and 
deficiencies.  No prior knowledge or ability is needed, just a 
willingness to have a go.   

See my website www.clevermovement.co.uk, or email me for 
more: janecallawaypilates@hotmail.co.uk.            Jane Callaway 

EXTENSION OF CLOSURE ORDER: EASTERN AVENUE 
Oxford City Council has secured the extension of a closure 
order against a property in Eastern Avenue, Littlemore to stop 
anti-social behaviour and drug use at the property.  The closure 
order allows the tenant to remain in the property.  It restricts 
anyone else from entering the property except for a named 
family member, police, and Oxford City Council officers & 
agents working on behalf of these organisations.  The original 
order was granted by Oxford Magistrates Court on July 17 after 
the court heard evidence of anti-social behaviour at the 
property that included noise, fighting, drunken behaviour and 
drug activity.  The extension of the order was granted on  
October 13 and lasts for three months. 

Littlemore is relatively quiet at the moment: Safer Oxford has 
only a handful of cases open here relating to fly tipping, noise, 
and the storage of recycling bins on the pavement: if you are 
experiencing anti-social behaviour or you know someone who 
is, please contact them at saferoxford@oxford.gov.uk. 
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LITTLEMORE ANGLING SOCIETY: 2020-2021 FIXTURES
Fixture / Competition | Venue Draw / Fish

November

22 R C Smith Cup (KO) / Winter League | POSTPONED D 7.30 / F 
9-2December

6 M Whipp Cup / Prior Cup | Boddington Resvr D 8 / F 10-4
20 Xmas Shield / Winter League | Thames, Donnington (Down) D 7.30 / F 

9-2January

10 Chandlers Cup / Prior Cup | Royal Berkshire D 8 / F 10-4
24 K Mills Cup / Winter League | Thames, Donnington (Down) D 7.30 / F 

9-2February

7 APC Challenge Cup / Prior Cup | Holme Grange D 8 / F 10-4
21 S H Taylor Cup / Winter League | Thames, Sandford D 7.30 / F 

9-2



MESSAGE FROM LITTLEMORE BAPTIST CHURCH 
At Littlemore Baptist Church, we seek to support the 
community at these challenging times.  We hold prayer 
meetings on Wednesdays at 
5pm, and church services are on 
Sundays at 10.30am, all now 
online via zoom, as during the 
pandemic our church building at 
Edith Kempson Hall in Chapel 
Lane has been given over to the 
Community Emergency Food-
bank.  We hold multi-voiced 
services where everyone can 
contribute, particularly in praying for one another and reflecting 
on Scripture passages.  We are active members of the 
ecumenical church group which brings  together all 
denominations in this locality.  We are a multi-national and 
multi-cultural congregation.  We hope you can join us.  Email us 
at littlemorebaptists@gmail.com or text 07903 745 807.    

                               Rev Jeryl Bayona 

ST MARY & ST NICHOLAS CHURCH: FOOD SUPPORT INFO  
I know someone who is experiencing food insecurity, what 
should I do?  
• Give them our details: Revd Margreet Armitstead 

vicar@littlemorechurch.org, or Revd Hannah Cartwright, 
07785 719 780 or give them details of the relevant 
organisations below or... 
• Ask their permission to be in touch on their behalf  
• Reassure them lots of folk are in the same boat, their details 

will be treated confidentially (in line with safeguarding and 
GDPR): receiving food support will not affect benefits.  

What support is currently available?  
Emergency Parcels:  
•Oxford Mutual Aid www.oxfordmutualaid.org (Mon, Tues, 

Thu, Sat) and 
•Oxford Together www.oxfordhub.org/oxford-together-get-

support  
• The Community Emergency Foodbank (see page 12) you 

need a referral from a church, doctor, support service or 
advice centre to use the CEF  
• Community Cupboard at Rose Hill Methodist Church, 

Wednesday 1.00 – 3.30 pm, requires referral as above 
• Syrcox https://syrcox.org/#syrcox 

Fridays, supporting BAME and Refugee communities 

Ongoing Food Support:  
• Rose Hill Community Larder www.mcsoxford.org/about-us/

partnerships/community-larder/.   Drop in to collect on 
Tuesdays 2-4pm at Rose Hill Community Centre.  There’s a 
£10 joining fee, £7/family for 20 items, £3.50/single person 
for 10 items plus unlimited fresh fruit and veg: please chat to 
us if you need help with the cost of this 
•Oxford Community Action: deliver regular food parcels on 

Wed afternoons: www.oxfordcommunityaction.org/sign-up-
for-emergency-food-package-here.  There’s a voluntary £1 
donation for transport: otherwise free  
•Oxford Mutual Aid www.oxfordmutualaid.org/support: this 

is their waiting list for ongoing support but emergency 
provision is still available as above  

Preprepared meals:  
•Oxford Mutual Aid are at capacity but have a waiting list for 

their kitchen collective: please contact us for more 
information. 

Rev Hannah Cartwright 

ST MARY AND ST NICHOLAS CHURCH NEWS 
At the end of October the Parish of Littlemore and the Parish of 
Sandford united as The Benefice of Littlemore with Sandford-
on-Thames.  We look forward to working together more 
closely:  do look out for joint services when CoViD restrictions 
are lifted. 
Here in Littlemore, we are grateful 
that the Church building is still on 
track to be opened again in early 
December.  Here is a photo of the 
kitchen as you enter the church: 
there’ll be more images of the main 
body of the church in future issues. 
From the week beginning Monday 7 December the church will 
be open for private prayer, and for those who just want to come 
and look:  Mondays 8.30-10am, and Thursdays 5.30-6.30pm. 

Services 
Our regular Sunday services start again on December 6 at 
10am.  The main part of the church can accommodate 20 
people socially distanced, so please let me know if you would 
like to come.  The Midweek Eucharist: Wednesdays at 11am 
might be a good alternative for you. 
Our Midnight Mass and our Christmas Day morning services 
will be on zoom due to CoViD restrictions.  If we are able to 
host more people than the 20 then it may be possible to have 
the Christmas morning service in the building.  Please consult 
our website, our notice board, or email me for zoom & other 
details closer to the day.   

Weekday zoom sessions: each has a different focus  
Family Fun/All Sorts: Tuesdays at 10.10 
Focus on Sustainability: Wednesdays at 10.10 
Pat’s Quiz & Local History: Thursdays at 10:10 

The church clock 
Thank you to everyone who has told us 
that they enjoy hearing the church clock 
again.  Before the refurbishment we 
needed to wind up the large weight 
which kept the clock and its chime 
going.  This meant someone climbing 
up the narrow winding staircase high 
into the bell tower every week to wind 
the weights almost from ground level: 
they would wind down again, and the 
clock would slow.  Both are now 
automated to include changes from winter to summer time. 

Presents for Christmas  
We’re hoping that this Christmas everyone will have a present 
to open.  We are working with various groups to spread some 
joy at Christmas.  If you’d like to buy presents for people of any 
age in local families, please drop them off in the large round 
bin by the vicarage.  Stationary, pencil cases, pens, colouring 
things, festive food (in date) would be very welcome.  

Littlemore Community Christmas Day Lunch.   
CoViD restrictions prevent us being together in the John Henry 
Newman Academy for the meal on Christmas Day.  However, 
we will prepare the same delicious Christmas Day Lunch, 
including a small present, for people to collect.  If you don’t 
have transport, they can be delivered.  Please book your meal 
by phoning Philippa Foster on 07967 076 294.  Please put your 
donation (the suggested donation is £2.50 per adult & £1.50 
per child) in an envelope when collecting or on delivery.  Do let 
us know if you are happy to help with the delivery of the food.   

Rev Margreet Armitstead  
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OPPORTUNITIES TO MAKE MUSIC: St Mary & St Nicholas 
From Monday November 16, every other week at 10.10 the 
informal People’s Note (zoom) singing group will sing popular 
songs – especially music hall, and carols until the year’s end. 

We also run an informal music learning group on Zoom on an 
ad hoc basis – please get in touch for details. 

Our musician in residence, Malcolm, also runs Blackbird Leys 
Community Choir.  It’s our nearest Community Choir, it’s fun- 
loving, friendly, and open to new members.  No auditions are 
required: all you need is a love of singing.  Rehearsals are 
Wednesday 6.45pm – 8.30pm.  They’re currently on Zoom, but 
otherwise at Blackbird Leys Community Centre.   

Please contact Malcolm Atkins: 01865 72156, or 07872 991 
287, or malcolm.atkins1@ntlworld.com for more information on 
any of the above.                                  Rev Margreet Armitstead 

INTERVIEW WITH BENJAMIN JOHNSON III 
On 7th November Benjamin was licensed as a Licensed Lay 
Minister in the Benefice of Littlemore with Sandford on Thames.  
Why did you want to train as an LLM?  I didn't!  In fact, I told 
God ‘No’.  God was not content.  After a 
successful US military career, I ended up in 
Littlemore.  I had been stationed in the UK.  My 
association with St Mary & St Nicholas Church 
began around 2005 where you noticed my faith, 
smile, and love of the Littlemore church and 
community.  You mentored me and mentioned 
training as a minister.  I said ‘No’!  You accepted 
that decision but apparently God was not content 
and you got my full attention upon second time of 
asking, I said ‘yes’ to a comprehensive three-year 
ministerial training program developed by the 
Diocese of Oxford and Durham University.  So, the 
short answer to the question is: I was called by God to serve in 
church and community. 
What does your faith mean to you?  My faith sits upon a sort 
of sliding scale of life.  Although I would absolutely positively 
love to say I am 100 percent faithful 100 percent of the time, I 
cannot.  Sometimes I am peaked, sometimes I am poor in spirit.  
But God gets this and has made provision.  No matter where I 
find myself in life, Christ Jesus is with me.  When I am poor in 
spirit, He lifts me up from despair; when I am peaked, He 
rejoices with me in my gladness and invites my friends to join in 
His glory.  My faith is the badge of Christ Jesus.  I wear it 
everywhere; show it to everyone.  I never leave home without it. 
What is different about you now?  On 5 Oct 2020 I took my 
oath for Licensed Lay Ministry at Church House in Kidlington; it 
changed everything.  I had experienced massive issues with 
ministry training, health and other issues.  I previously had 
doubts about what God's plans were for me but in that 
moment, God spoke to me.  On the journey home I saw the 
world different and the people in it.  You later asked how did I 
feel with licensing near?  I said, ‘I was called by name to serve 
God, confident of God's love and equipped to serve as Christ 
Jesus has taught us.’  
What would you like to say to the people in Littlemore?  I 
would like to say that God loves everyone in Littlemore and 
that God calls everyone to be God’s hands in our community.  
Many of you walked and talked with me over the past twenty 
years, laughed and cried with me when I was ill with cancer, so 
you served me.  Thank you for that and thank you for walking 
with others too.  We are all brothers and sisters..   

Rev Margreet Armitstead, 01865 748 003 
vicar@littlemorechurch.org 

OXFORD ROAD RECREATION GROUND: NEWS 
The Oxford Road recreation Ground is leased from Donnington 
Hospital Trust which runs a series of almshouses at Donnington 
in Berkshire, and used to be a substantial local landowner.  The 
Rec is a well-used resource, and in 2011, under the then Parish 
Council, chaired by Anne Mogridge it benefitted from 
substantial improvements.  You can now find a ball court with 
an all-weather multi-sport games surface, basketball hoops, 
pitch markings, and football goals.  There are toddler swings, a 
basket swing, a toddler trim trail, a net roundabout, and an 
embankment slide on the old air raid shelter.  More 
adventurous play equipment for older children, include the zip 
wire and a large climbing unit.  The refurbishments cost 
£135,000: monies came from: Waste Recycling Environmental 
Ltd (£50,000); £70,000 was provided by Oxford City Council 
and Oxfordshire County Council; the Parish Council put in 
£5,000, and was given £10,000 by the City Council’s south east 
area committee.  The field itself is well used by dog walkers: 
isn’t really flat enough for football, so when both of our local 
pavilions had to be earmarked for demolition, the Parish 
Council deceived to invest in the one at Herschel Crescent 
rather than the one in Oxford Road.  (See last issue of 
LITTLEMORE LOCAL). 
The field is designated as recreational space in the 2036 Oxford 
Plan, but the lease is soon up for renewal, and DHT is hoping to 
sell some of its other sites in Oxford for housing development.  
Against this background Cllr Sue Stewart has proposed to the 
Parish Council that it seeks to have the field registered as an 
Asset of Community Value.  A building or land is an Asset of 
Community Value if its main use has recently been, or is 
presently used to further the social wellbeing or social interests 
of the local community and could do so in the future.  Once 
listed as Assets of Community Value with the local authority, the 
local community will be informed if they are listed for sale 
within the five year listing period.  The community can then 
enact the Community Right to Bid, which gives them a 
moratorium period of six months to determine if they can raise 
the finance to purchase the asset. 

OXFORD UNITED IN THE COMMUNITY 
Let’s all do our bit to show CoViD-19 the red card. 
Littlemore-based Oxford United in the Community (see www 
ouitc.co.uk) has joined forces with Oxford City Council to create 
a series of videos to help encourage residents to stick to 
CoViD-19 public health guidance.  Find one at 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=3AdnCxco7Hw. 

Chris Lowes, Head of Oxford United in the Community, said:  

‘Do the smart thing and wear a face mask to protect yourself 
and the people around you.’    

For further information visit ouitc.co.uk. 
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THE OXFORD ACADEMY: OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS 
Year 13 students collaborate with  
The Peckham Media Project 
Students at The Oxford Academy have been working alongside 
internationally renowned journalist Laurence Lee, Senior 
Correspondent for Al Jazeera TV, and founder of The Peckham 
Media Project a charity which aims to encourage routes into 
journalism for diverse and under-represented voices.  The 
students are working directly with Laurence to produce films, 
learning the rudiments of short film production including 
interview technique, how to film different aspects and angles, 
how to pace and edit films, and how to use filmmaking as a tool 
for self promotion and professional networking. 

Explaining the rationale behind the project, Laurence said,  
‘Over the years it has become clear to me that one of the 
most useful things about being a broadcaster is that it is also a 
hugely valuable transferable skill.  If you can speak confidently 
and coherently on camera, under pressure for 5 to 10 minutes, 
then plainly you can present yourself to a potential employer 
as well.  Speaking confidently is a hugely valuable tool for 
young people who might want to establish a business, go into 
marketing or PR, become a teacher or lawyer or politician or 
any number of other professions.’ 

I am incredibly proud of the students at our school, and am 
grateful to Laurence Lee for helping to showcase their creativity 
and talent.  I am confident that this collaboration with The 
Peckham Media Project is the start of a long term relationship 
between our school and the charity, and I am confident that the 
students involved have an impressive future ahead of them, 
regardless of how they chose to channel the skills they develop 
through making their films.                
The Oxford Academy is always looking for ways to foster 
relationships with the community.  If you are part of a business 
or charity who would like to engage with the school, please get 
in touch and share your ideas, by emailing 
enquiries@theoxfordacademy.org and directing your queries to 
me.                                                       Nora Ward, Headteacher 

CONTRIBUTIONS FROM JOHN HENRY NEWMAN ACADEMY 
I HAVE A DREAM: Dreams & self-portraits by yr 6 Students 
During Black History Month Year 6 pupils studied the speech by 
Martin Luther King.  Inspired by his words, they wrote their own 
speeches which they performed to one another in a celebration 
of their work.  Due to CoViD restrictions, the classes only had 
one another to perform to - out of doors.  Wrapped up warm 
and maintaining their class bubbles, they headed outside and 
took turns to take centre stage for their own performance.  
Their passion, energy and confidence made it a very moving 
afternoon.  We are very proud of them and would like to share 
two of the speeches with you.  Well done! to Amelia Hewlett 
and Shafin Rahman who were nominated by their teachers for 
their outstanding work in English and for the art work which 
accompanied their speeches.       

I have a dream that one day this nation will come together to 
eradicate cyber-bullying.  No child will be embarrassed or 
harassed online.  I have a dream that one day this world (in 
which people play along online) can make what brings fear to 
many children’s hearts disappear into thin air.  That children can 
breathe freely without the fear of getting made fun of while 
gaming. 
I have a dream that all homes will be children’s safe place and 
will act as a force-field against cyber-bullying.  That playing 
online will be joyful and never threatening.  I have a dream that 
one day technology will be used properly and not used to 
distress any child.  That cyber-bullying will run away after we 
protest to get rid of it.  I have a dream today! 
I have a dream that one day the world will be a brick and will be 
used to crush cyber-bullying forever.  That the bruises that 
cover the hearts of children will fade away.  I have a dream that 
the tears of children will drop down never to be seen again.  
That the old bullies and old victims can play together online; 
never to talk about the dreadful past.  I have a dream today!  
I have a dream that one day cyberbullying 
will become extinct.  That cyber-bullying will 
never be talked about as it will be a horror 
stuck in the past.  I have a dream today! 
This is my hope and faith.  With this faith we 
will be able to let enjoyment reign and 
cyber-bullying become a helpless prisoner.  
Locked in a cell so secure that no one will 
ever be able to release it into the world 
again!                                                                    Amelia Hewlett  

I have a dream that one day this nation will cease the injustice 
they wreak on LGBTQ+ students.  The hate and discrimination 
coming from their peers is crushing them into the depths of 
depression.  The LGBTQ+ students of the UK and the world 
should have no need to hide their identity. 
I have a dream that one day, even Nigeria, a place that is 
currently livid at the LGBTQ+ community, will set the sun of 
hate and will let rise the sun of freedom for all genders.  
I have a dream that one day, UK seniors, choking with the fear 
of being physically attacked, sweltering with the scorching heat 
of injustice, will have no fear in holding their partner’s hand.  I 
have a dream today.  
I have a dream that one day, every UK trans citizen may lead a 
lively, normal life without having fear of being physically 
attacked.  The oppressing heat of injustice and fear of 
discrimination is choking the trans workers of the UK by the 
neck.  I have a dream today. 
I have a dream that one day, even in Scotland, the North East 
and London, the cities of the UK with the worst LGBTQ+ 
injustice rates, will be able to clean injustice like a car wash.  
This is what must happen in the UK.  I have a dream today. 
I have a dream that one day, the non-binary people of the UK 
and the world will have no need to fear the 
internet and will be free to communicate 
with others.  A tree blossoming of hope will 
take the place of the rotting tree of 
sweltering injustice.  
This is my hope and faith.  With this faith we 
will be able to stand proud with every 
gender.  Heterosexual, bisexual, transgender, 
non-binary and all other genders will lift their 
heads and hold their flags of freedom.  This 
newfound hope will change the world and 
how it views LGBTQ+ individuals.                       Shafin Rahman 

submitted by Rachel Weston: All necessary permissions received. 

Page  of 5 22

Laurence Lee and some of the pupils: © TOA: all permissions received



CONTRIBUTIONS FROM ST JOHN FISHER SCHOOL 
Happily back to school! 
St John Fisher pupils are pleased to be back, attendance is at 
99% some days!  Shirley in Year 5 said, ‘It’s good to be back at 
school after lockdown because all the knowledge that you lost 
comes back into your mind’.   

Road Safety Week: November 2020    
Two of our Breakfast Club Members headed 
out for a traffic survey at 8am during Road 
safety Week, using the Speed Indicator Device 
on Sandy Lane West as a measure.  Crystal in 
Year 6 recorded, ’22 cars passed and 14 were 
over the speed limit of 20 mph.  I saw some 
slow down when they saw us.  Three of those 
below the limit were just driving out from 
Ledgers Close.’   Jeyden in Year 4 noticing 
some fast cars coming towards him thought, 
‘We could have another camera sign on the 
opposite side of the road.’   
We ask readers to remember to keep to the 
speed limit at all times to keep us everyone 
safe.   We hope our Parish and City councillors will ask the 
builders making new homes on the Northfield School site to 
put a zebra crossing in on Sandy Lane West. 

From Student Council Leaders, St John Fisher School 

Around the Classrooms at SJF… 
Foundation children have been ordering numbers to tell The 
Creation Story: 

Year 1 have been leaning about a real hero, 
Walter Tull, the first black officer in the British 
Army: 

In Year 2, the book Amazing Grace by Mary 
Hoffman helped us celebrate our talents and 
interests during Black History Month: 

Year 3 have been reading and writing about superheroes! 

Year 4 have thought about Remembrance Day: 

Year 5 wrote, and illustrated poetry: 

Year 6 had a Zoom meeting with Anneliese Dodds as part of UK 
Parliament Week. 

Submitted by Donald McEwan:  
all necessary permissions granted 
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THANK YOU TO OUR LOCAL SCHOOL STAFF 
Oxfordshire County Council’s public health and education 
teams have praised pupils, teachers and school support staff for 
their commitment to ensuring a safe return to classroom 
education, despite the continued national challenges of CoViD 
19.  Pupil attendance in all Oxfordshire schools is currently 
higher than the national average, and Head teachers and 
members of the Council’s public health and education teams 
have put in place robust processes so that schools, colleges 
and early years settings can respond quickly and appropriately 
to a suspected or confirmed case of CoViD 19.  
The County  Council has also praised parents & carers for 
keeping to safety guidance outside school.  Apart from the 
familiar ‘Hands - Face - Space’ guidance, parents are being 
asked to park away from the school gate and walk the last few 
hundred metres to avoid congestion and avoid creating 
dangerous conditions for pedestrians.  Even better, children are 
being encouraged to walk, cycle or scoot to school where they 
can, so they can enjoy the benefits of being more physically 
active and cut short, unnecessary, car trips. 

DO YOU HAVE TYPE 2 DIABETES? 
GO Active, Get Healthy has re-launched!  
This is a free programme to help those living with Type 2 
Diabetes to become more active.  Physical activity can improve 
your overall physical & mental wellbeing, and help you to 
manage your diabetes through better control of your blood 
sugar levels.  But taking up physical activity can be daunting, so 
the GO Active Get Healthy programme offers 6 months of 
motivational interviewing, goal setting, and support. 

The programme includes: 
• 6 months of 1-1 telephone support. 
• A home exercise pack to include pedometer, resistance 

band, and printed workouts for those who don’t have access 
to digital support. 

• Free access to the NHS Exi app. 
• A ‘Moving Medicine’ workbook to help plan goals. 
• Local activity information (depending on CoViD-19 guidelines). 
• Access to promotional leisure offers (availability varies with  

changing Covid-19 guidelines). 
To find out more or to register for the programme please visit 
www.getoxfordshireactive.org/about-go-active-get-healthy or 
contact me, Emma Collins at ecollins@oxford.gov.uk. 

GO ACTIVE OUTDOORS: SUITABLE FOR ALL 
Many of us have been left feeling isolated and lonely over the 
last few months but getting outdoors and connecting with the 
local community in some way can help us to feel less alone.  If 
you would like to find out more about how you can enjoy being 
active outdoors then please visit www.oxford.gov.uk/
goactiveoutdoors or contact me at ecollins@oxford.gov.uk. 

Emma Collins, Sports & Physical Activity Officer, Oxford City Council 

STREET TAG: A NEW APP FROM OX COUNTY COUNCIL 

Street Tag is a fun, free smartphone 
app: it turns physical activity into a 
game and converts steps or exercise 
into points known as tags, making the 
streets and parks in Oxfordshire into a 
giant virtual playground.   

When playing Street Tag, you can record 
the distance you’ve walked, run or 
cycled by scanning virtual tags with your 
smartphone at various geographic 
locations.  Watch your total distance accumulate, see how you 
far you climb up the local leaderboard, and compare with other 
players.   

The app can run in the background, so it automatically collects 
tags in a 40-metre radius allowing you to focus on your journey, 
and not on your phone.  The technology of the app also means 
that players can remain safely socially distanced from one 
another.   

Each game season lasts 12 weeks.  In that time, competitors 
can vie with each other to hit the top of the leader board and 
become winners.  You can play to win rewards for your child’s 
primary school, or as an individual or team of up to six people 
in Oxfordshire’s community league. 

You can play to earn points for your primary school 
By walking, cycling, or ‘park & striding’ to school, and by  
getting out and being active when not at school, children, 
parents and teachers can earn points for their school to 
compete for rewards each term. 

The top three schools on each of the district leader boards will 
be rewarded with £50 for Parent Teacher Associations at the 
end of each 12 week season:  the top two schools from each 
district in seasons 1 and 2 will be entered in the Street Tag 
Oxfordshire School Games Finals to compete to be recognised 
as the most active schools in the county. 

• download the Street Tag app from the Play Store or App 
Store.  You can add up to two children to your app 

• scan the QR code at your primary school 
• by scanning virtual tags and converting your steps into Street 

Tag Points earn points for your school from physical activities 
indoors and outdoors: walking, running, cycling etc 

• Top the leader board to get rewards and the chance to win 
prizes such as Amazon vouchers, gift cards, sports 
equipment and more 

If your school hasn’t signed up, get them to fill in the online 
form at https://streettag.co.uk/schools. 

Playing in the community league 
Individuals, and families who are not supporting a primary 
school can take part in the Oxfordshire community league.  You 
can play as a team of up to six, or as an individual to collect 
points in for the chance to win rewards. 

Every 12 weeks the leaderboard top 10 will win a reward from 
the city council or their district council. 

• Download the Street Tag app from the Play Store or App 
Store 

• Select Oxfordshire for the league table 
• Create your team or play as an individual. 
• Earn points and wins prizes as above! 

Mark Gregory, Senior Transport Planner, Active Travel, 
Oxfordshire County Council 
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READY SET GO: every child swimming and cycling 

Do you have unwanted bikes, bike locks, lights or helmets?
Ready Set Go is a campaign run by Oxford Hub that ensures 
every child in Oxford can learn to swim and ride a bike.  As so 
many pools are closed, it’s naturally concentrating on bikes, and 
Oxford Hub is calling on the Oxfordshire public to donate 
children’s bikes, locks, lights and helmets so as to support the 
campaign to help more children get active. 

In partnership with Active Oxfordshire and Wheels for All, the 
Ready Set Go campaign focused first on the Blackbird Leys 
area, helping children to learn how to ride a bike at the 
Blackbird Leys Summer School.  The campaign also co-runs 
Blackbird Leys bike library, giving children access to a bike, lock 
and lights, and it provides cycling tuition for parents so that the 
whole family can enjoy cycling.  One of the first parents to 
benefit from this support said ‘As a result of this support I’ve 
been cycling to school with my children and it’s made a huge 
positive difference to my mental and physical health.' 

These achievements so far wouldn’t be possible without 
generous donations from Oxford residents - but as demand 
continues to grow, they need your donations of children’s bikes 
more than ever.  They’ve expanded support to include other 
neighbourhoods in Oxford:  so far these are Cowley, Cowley 
Marsh and Northfield Brook.  Your editor has drawn the 
organiser’s attention to Littlemore, but to offer their service 
here they need more bikes. 

If you donate a bike 
If you have spare bikes lying 
around Oxford Hub can pick 
them up and send them off to a 
local bike shop to be 
refurbished.  The bikes will then 
become part of the Ready Set 
Go bike library, and allocated to 
people based on size.  As and 
when children grow out of their 
bike, it will be returned to the 
bike library to trade up for a 
bigger size.  The smaller bike 
will again be refurbished if 
needed and allocated to someone else.  

To find out more about the project, please visit https://
www.oxfordhub.org/ready-set-go.  You can find links to donate 
your bike, or donate lights, locks and helmets. 

If you wish them to extend the project to Littlemore, please let 
them know! 

MENTAL WEALTH ACADEMY 
The Mental Wealth Academy offers a proactive and 
preventative programme of non-clinical mental health services 
for 18-25 year-olds across Oxfordshire.  For the next few 
months, in response to the effects of the CoViD pandemic, this 
service is being extended to 16-and-17-year-olds too. 

The project is being delivered through partnership between 
Response, Oxfordshire Mind, Oxfordshire Youth, Ark-T, Banbury 
Young Homelessness Project, and South Oxfordshire Food and 
Education Alliance. 

The Mental Wealth Academy offers a 1:1 programme based on 
cognitive behaviour therapy and solution-focused therapies.  
Support services might focus on peer mentoring; dealing with 
anxiety & stress; education; employment; training; personal 
identity; physical health and body image; recognising and 
managing emotions; relationships and social media; steps to 
wellbeing, social skills and engagement; the Mental Health 
Ambassador programme and community engagement. 

You can refer yourself to the project, or a family member or 
mental health professional can refer you.  Visit: 
www.response.org.uk/MentalWealthAcademy 

Keep up to date with the Mental Wealth Academy via social 
media: 

Twitter @MWAcademy_ 
Facebook @MentalWealthAcademy 
Instagram @mentalwealthacademy 

Other sources of help and information 
Every Mind Matters- advice and practical tips to help you 
look after your mental health and wellbeing: www.nhs.uk/
oneyou/every-mind-matters/. 
24/7 Mental Health Helpline for adults, children and young 
people in Oxfordshire: www.oxfordhealth.nhs.uk/news/24-7-
mental-health-helpline-for-buckinghamshire-oxfordshire/ 
Mental health support for children and young people: 
www.oxfordshiremind.org.uk/a-day-in-the-life-of/ 
Do One Thing Today start with Oxfordshire Mind: 
www.oxfordshiremind.org.uk/world-mental-health-day-2/ 
Age UK Oxfordshire, services for older people and their 
carers: www.ageuk.org.uk/oxfordshire/our-services/ 

HEALTHWATCH OXFORDSHIRE 
Healthwatch Oxfordshire reports on services provided for 
mental health and wellbeing.  See our recent reports here: 
www.healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk/our-reports/healthwatch-
oxfordshire-reports. 
Parents do you get the help and support you need?  Let us 
know what support you think is working well and where there 
might be gaps by completing the short, anonymous survey 
here: www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/
Parentsdoyougetthehelpandsupportyouneed. 
If you’d prefer respond by phone, or if you need  a paper copy 
or translated version, please call 01865 520 520.  

GOT THE EBUG? 
E-bug has lots of free educational resources for children and 
young adults to learn more about the coronavirus, the spread, 
prevention and treatment of infection.  There are quizzes, 
games, information and resources that are fun and accessible 
and home experiments for budding scientists.  See:  
https://www.e-bug.eu. 
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LITTLEMORE: A HIVE OF INDUSTRY served by the Railway 

Our railway station, which lay just north of the old mental 
hospital and was closed in 
1963, was part of the 
Wycombe Railway, which ran 
between Maidenhead and 
Oxford.  The line was built 
between 1852 and 1864 in 
Brunel’s broad gauge: it was 
the first railway in England to 
be converted to standard 
gauge, and the process took 
only one week.  Before the first 
trains began to run, local 
people walked to Horspath to 

see the new tunnel which had caused such interest.  It’s 524 
yards long. 

This was a single line system with loops made at Wheatley and 
Thame Station so that trains could pass each other.   

Signalling was controlled from signal boxes by signal men who 
issued and received train tokens or a key staff to the driver 
before the train could be allowed to enter the next section of 
line.  Before telephones, messages were sent by morse code on 
a single-needle electric instrument worked from batteries.  
Later a box-to-box private telephone was installed, which was 
much better for the staff. 

At first there were six trains each way between Oxford and 
Paddington on weekdays and two on Sundays, and four railcars 
each way on week days only between Oxford and Princes 
Risborough.   

At first Littlemore Station was manned only by the Station 
Master.  But with the increase in traffic, trains and railcars a 
clerk, three porters and a 
lad porter were added 
(pictured right).  They worked 
12 hours a day from either 
6.30 or 9.00am: the lad 
started at 8.00am.  After 
1918, an 8 hour day came 
into force.  

The Station Master was 
responsible for all station 
work and buildings, the 
coal weighbridge, the 
signal box and sidings etc., 
the clerk for the accounts.  
The porters attended to the trains, passengers, parcels and 
luggage, the loading & unloading of goods from and to the 
goods trains or wagons.  Also they had to assist with the 
shunting of loaded and empty wagons from goods trains.  The 
main employment of the lad porter was at the three halts or 

sub-stations at Horspath, Garsington Road (now Morris Cowley 
station) and Iffley halt (actually in Kennington).  He cleaned 17 
lamps at the different stations, but he also swept the platform 
and weigh bridge, carried coal, pumped water for the toilets, 
helped to weed the flower beds and assisted as required with 
the window cleaning.  He went by train to the halts where he 
trimmed the wicks and cleaned the glass of the lamps, walked 
to Garsington Road and down the banks to Horspath and back 
to Littlemore.  After lunch he walked down the banks to Iffley 
and again back at night to light the lamps.  The wages were 
17/- per week for the porters and 10/- for the lad.   

Littlemore station was a busy and important place in the village: 
it was the centre for distributing coal (the two local coal 
merchants were Gilbert Morris, and Charles Beecham who also 
acted as agent for heavy goods delivery) and it had private and 
public use by Littlemore Hospital, the Sandford Mill, John 
Allen’s Steam and Plough Works, The Pumping Station, 
Littlemore Laundry, the schools, blacksmith, bakers, farms and 
Public Houses.  Milk was brought from farms at Nuneham, 
Baldon, Sandford and Minchery for carriage to London by milk 
trains at 8.30am & 6.30pm Monday to Saturday and 6.00 pm on 
Sundays.  Newspapers arrived on the 7.05am train and were 
collected by Mr. Miller, Mr. Quartermain, Mr. Hayes of Iffley and 
later Mr. Dewe. 

The goods yard consisted of two sidings, a loading ramp, and 
two cranes (2-ton and 1.6 ton), each manually operated.  There 
was also a wagon turntable used to direct coal into the Hospital 
coal yard, one cart weigh bridge and also a siding into the 

sandpits in the high banking west of the station.  The sand was 
used for casting and mouldings at the locomotive works in 
Swindon.  The sandpit work was undertaken by Mr. Bateman 
and Mr. Dixon.  Large stones uncovered in the pit were broken 
up and used for drainage, and to build retaining walls to 
prevent the high banks from slipping. 

Local industries using the station were of various types:  

Messrs Cannon & Claperton of the Sandford Paper Mill used 
waste paper, china clay, alum and resin.  This was made into 
different grades of paper such as white wrapping paper (for 
hosery), brown and grey cardboard for Lever Bros soap boxes, 
and large one ton rolls of printing paper for London printers.   

An offshoot of this was the Aslin Blind Company of Cowley 
who were supplied with a patent linen-like paper for making 
window blinds (and lace to match in green or fawn shades at a 
cheap rate).  Blinds were dispatched by parcel train every day 
to all parts of England.  This was a very good business 
especially in wartime when they made blackout curtains.  Mr. 
Wilkins was the manager and girls and women did the 
machining and packing.  Mr. Beecham collected the blinds 
from Cowley every day at 4.00 pm and brought them to the 
station for dispatch.  They could be bought locally in the 
shops, especially at Capes in Oxford.   
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Coal from Wales was used for the boilers at the pumping 
station in Heyford Hill Lane which dealt with the sewage from 
Oxford.  (See issue 431 of LITTLEMORE LOCAL).  This was 
pumped to Sandford and the disposal system was on part of 
Minchery Farm and Blackbird Leys.  Mr. Anderson was the 
manager with his staff of engineers. 

In 1900 Benfield and Loxley built its own Brickworks at 
Sandford just outside Oxford.  At the time this was the largest 
brickworks in the world, producing 10,000 bricks per week.  
The engines from the works were served with coal from 
Littlemore station.  They were taken in to war service in 1914 
and the site never operated again.  Mr. Middleton of Sandford 
was the engine driver.   

John Allen or The Steam Ploughing Company was the next 
big user of rail transport.  (See also issue 435 of LITTLEMORE 
LOCAL).  All the steel plates and material for manufacture of 
steam engines, cultivators, steam rollers, living vans, water 
carts and 
things like 
trackless 
wheelbarrows 
were 
despatched 
and received at 
the railway 
station.  The 
company was 
responsible for 
re-plating 
wheels for all 
engines, and repairs to the large engines used for pleasure 
fairs, and on one occasion a large new roundabout was 
transported, complete.  Oil, cleaning material, and spare parts 
were sent off daily to road rollers working away and in all parts 
of England.  Foden steam lorries carried road stone, tarmac, 
tarspray, chippings and sand.  Mr. Cullimore and George Allen 
the Company directors, Mr. Greening the manager, B. Wilson 
and G. Sylvester were drivers, Mr. A. Becket the Ploughing 
manager. 

The Oxford Sanitary Steam Laundry Company had its own 
horse drawn vans for house delivery, the drivers being Messrs.  
J. Jordan, G.Tanner and O. East.  However many hampers 
were sent by rail to and from large local country houses each 
week.  (See issue 433 of LITTLEMORE LOCAL for more about 
the Laundry.) 

The Saw Mill was originally situated behind the Manor House 
on the corner of Railway Lane at the rear of the now Village 
Hall.  Trees were cut down in the district and were carted by  
horses and timber trollies to be sawn up into planks at one 
time by hand using cross cut saws.  Later a steam engine 
drove a circular saw.  When the time for despatch came, the 
boards and blocks were brought to the station on a horse-
drawn trolly that to be loaded into trucks and sent to all parts 
of the country.  Round blocks were used by sea fishermen as 
floats for their nets.  Later the Saw Mills were transferred to 
the other end of Railway Lane (now the Petrol Depot).  The 
first owner was Mr. Earp then Mr. Tinegate, then Mr. Powell 
and closed down. The Timber Hauliers were Messrs. G. Smith 
and J. Allen and the horse trolly driver was Mr. Robert Sawyer. 

The Blacksmiths Mr. Sheldon and Mr. Baker of Cowley were 
supplied by rail with their iron rods and bars for the making of 
horse shoes and farm machinery repairs.  In the early days of 
Morris Motors all parts were received here until Morris Cowley 
Station was opened in 1922. 

submitted by Mary Steele 

LITTLEMORE LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY MEETINGS 
Zoom talk on Wednesday 17 November at 7.15 for 7.30 - 
Deboral Hayter on "The Lost Villages of Oxfordshire".  

Email history.littlemore@gmail.com to join our mailing list for 
more details.  The 2021 Annual General Meeting will be by 
Zoom on Wednesday 20 January - topic of discussion to be 
announced.  

Sue Stewart 

LITTLEMORE LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY QUIZ 
QUESTION 6 
Find Questions 1-5 in issues 431-435, 
and the Answer to this Question on page 15. 
Where, and what was this building? 

 

ARTWEEEKS FESTIVAL 
Oxfordshire Artweeks is open to ALL who 
live or work in Oxfordshire: amateur and 
professional artists and craft makers, 
galleries, schools, community and charity 
groups.  

ARTWEEKS MAY 2021 timetable 
North Oxfordshire May 1st - 9th  
Oxford City May 8th - 16th 
South Oxfordshire May 15th - 23rd 

To register for Artweeks 2021 visit www.artweeks.org 

The deadline for registering exhibition entries is January 31 
2021 (this is an extended deadline for 2021 only) 

• May exhibitions must be CoViD-Secure. 

• If circumstances cause last-minute wholesale changes as they 
did this year, venues will then be able to choose to mark 
themselves as Open/Open by Appointment only or as 
postponed/closed. 

• Alongside the physical festival, Oxfordshire Artweeks will 
host a virtual festival over the same period. 

• As it is unlikely the festival guide can be distributed in print 
in the normal way, so it will be produced in digital versions 
only. 

Follow us on @OxonArtweeks 

Jo Salmon, Administrator, 01865 865 596 
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SIGNIFICANT APPLICATIONS IN THE PIPELINE 
1) SUBMITTED MONDAY 26TH OCTOBER 2020 
0/02672/FUL | Erection of two 2-storey buildings at SAE 
Institute, Armstrong Road, Oxford OX4 4FY 
to provide 3,500 square metres or @ 37500 sq ft (gross 
internal area) of flexible commercial floorspace with associated 
car and cycle parking; hard and soft landscaping and public 
realm works; ancillary structures including refuse stores, 
substation building and vehicular access via existing entrance 
from Armstrong Road on to Sandford Road.   
The transport assessment records that the proposals would 
provide a total of 101 parking spaces for up to 278 employees 
(Office Use), of which Census Data indicates that 70.5%, or 202 
employees, are likely to drive.   
It goes on: Campus wide, the proposals would equate to a total 
parking provision at a level of 1 space per 419sqm of gross 
external area.  This …. meets the objectives of the new 
guidance which seeks to minimise car parking on new sites. 
As is usually with all planning requests, the applicant reckons 
that their development will have no impact on local traffic.   
However, Armstrong Road is already a car park.  Prior to the 
pandemic Armstrong Road and Sandford Road were used by 
visitors to Littlemore Hospital, which over recent years has 
become the administrative and training hub for the mental 
healthcare trust. 270 homes are currently being built in 
Armstrong Road, none are yet finished.  150 homes are being 
built on land across the road.   It will be some time before the 
impact of this unfinished building will be known.   
Littlemore is in any case already well provided with office space 
and places of employment.  There are several schools; the SAE 
Institute; a hospital; the Science Park; the Kassam site with all 
its leisure facilities; hotel & cinemas; industrial estates off Sandy 
Lane West; and various shops.  
Public consultation: Littlemore Parish Council is hosting a 
zoom public consultation on this proposal: see front page. 

2) SUBMITTED WEDNESDAY 21st OCTOBER 2020 
20/02654/CT3 | Land To The Rear Of 1 And 3 Thomson 
Terrace Oxford Oxfordshire OX4 4QD 
Erection of 3 x 2 bed dwelling houses (Use Class C3: a single 
person, or  people living together as a family, or  not more than 
6 residents living together as a single household.)  Provision of 
private amenity space, car parking bin and bicycle stores.   
This site used to contain city council garages and has been 
waste ground for some years: access to it is via a lane which 
already runs past the Baptist Church at Edith Kempson House, 
off Thompson Terrace.  This is all city council land, as is the 
access lane.  Planning permission was granted some years ago 
but has lapsed.   

3) SUBMITTED IN APRIL 2020 
20/00934/FUL | Land To The Rear Of The George Inn 5 
Sandford Road Littlemore Oxford Oxfordshire OX4 4PU 
See issue 433 of LITTLEMORE LOCAL. 
Erection of 2 x 1 bed, 3 x 2 bed and 3 x 3 bed dwellings with 
associated off-street parking, private amenity, secure bicycle 
parking and recycling and refuse storage provisions. (amended 
plans).   Status: unknown (not yet decided). 

PROPOSALS:  
City Council projects still at feasibility/pre-approval stage. 
1) Former County Council Depot Site, Lanham Way 
The land used to carry 3 or 4 buildings which housed vehicles: 
the site generated very little traffic. 
The City Council is negotiating to acquire the site from the 
County Council, and current idea is to apply to place 16 homes 
there, with vehicular access through Medhurst Way on to 
Sandford Road.  In its housing land availability report, the City 
Council describes the land as having the capacity for 10 homes:  
they say ‘the surrounding residential is low density therefore 
capacity based upon 45 dwellings per hectare’.  
An earlier application for the site [Major Development 
17/00991/OUT COMM: Former Workshop At Lanham Way: 
Conservation Area and Listed Building or Setting: Application 
for outline planning permission for the development of up to 
16 residential units (houses and flats) with associated 
landscaping, parking and boundary treatment, including access 
(all other matters reserved)], was withdrawn. 

2) Part of site of Northfield Hostel: access via Bampton 
Close, off Sandy Lane West 
Land immediately to the left as you go into Bampton Close: the 
City Council is negotiating to purchase this land  from the 
County Council for possibly 50-60 dwellings. 

PROPOSAL:  
28 NEW ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE PARKING SPACES

After some canvassing by local residents, and with the helpful 
intervention of Cllrs John Tanner and Tiago Corais, blocks 28 - 
50 St Nicholas Road and 2 - 24 Grange Road have been 
selected for improvement works through the creation of 28 
resident parking spaces on the grassy areas within the railings, 
and shown in the photo below.  

The plans attempt to solve the current parking congestion in 
the area which lies near the Community Centre and opposite 
the St Nick’s Road Shops, and to maximise the number of 
parking spaces while maintaining the look and feel of the 
existing green space.   

This is an Oxford City Council initiative, and the work will be 
carried out by Oxford Direct Services. 

The residents who will benefit have been asked their view.  The 
plans are at a draft stage, if the majority of responses are 
positive they will progress the plans with a view to submitting a 
formal planning application at which stage anyone interested 
may comment. 

Page  of 11 22

PLANNING MATTERS 
If you wish to be kept abreast of planning proposals in the neighbourhood, put ‘oxford planning portal’ into your search engine, 

and a page inviting you to view and comment on planning applications should be on the list. 
www.oxford.gov.uk/info/20066/planning_applications/328/view_and_comment_on_planning_applications 

You can search planning applications in your area, and have your say and follow their progress.  Even better, you can also register 
your postcode with Planning Finder, and ask to be sent weekly updates for the area you choose.



LOW TRAFFIC NEIGHBOURHOODS 
Oxfordshire County Council has been awarded £2.98m to be 
used for schemes which reallocate road space to cyclists and 
pedestrians.  The plans will include the introduction of 7 Low 
Traffic Neighbourhoods (LTN) in Oxford, in addition to those 
already being developed in Cowley, on the borders of 
Littlemore.   
The Cowley plans, which were to have been introduced in 
August without prior public consultation included the plan to 
close both Littlemore Road Cowley, and Bartholomew Road to 
through traffic, which would make it impossible to get out of 
Littlemore by car except through Newman Road, Cowley Road 
and Sandford/Oxford Road (see Issue 434 of LITTLEMORE 
LOCAL).   
Within the extended plans for Oxford is another proposed 
traffic filter, in the retail area in Cowley Road.  Since people will 
continue to drive, this alone will have impact on the ring road, 
on the Littlemore Roundabout and on Iffley, Newman & Oxford 
Roads. 
The Oxfordshire CC press release says: ‘The increase in walking 
and cycling in targeted areas will lead to improved health, 
cleaner air and make a lasting difference to people’s travel 
habits.’   Oxford City Councillor Tom Hayes said: ‘This Council is 
committed to action which reduces the car congestion that 
clogs up Oxford's narrow roads, harms our local economy, and 
pollutes our air and climate.  We believe that low traffic 
neighbourhoods are a way to create people's streets, so that 
children from different homes can play in the streets they share, 
and neighbours can meet in the street to build friendships.  We 
believe that traffic filters, school streets and new segregated 
cycleways can be effective tools for achieving these goals.  We 
are also clear that consultation must precede the introduction 
of radical changes, so that the people who know their streets 
better than anyone else are able to shape their own 
communities.’ 
Further details on the schemes, progress and links on 
upcoming consultations will be added here: 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/roads-and-transport/
emergency-active-travel-fund/active-travel 

THE COMMUNITY EMERGENCY FOODBANK 
See: www.cefoxford.co.uk 
Established before the pandemic and still going 
strong, the Community Emergency Foodbank 
provides a service across Oxford and the 
surrounding area.  Its local base in Edith Kempson 
House. 
To maintain the service during the pandemic, it is now a 
delivery-only service. 
If your household is facing a shortage of essential, non-
perishable food please contact your doctor, one of the advice 
agencies, a community or housing worker, your children’s 
school, a church minister, counsellor or other professional 
person in the community to refer you.  
An appropriate food parcel depending on household size and 
circumstances will then be delivered to you on a Tuesday or 
Friday morning between 10.30am and 1pm.  You need to be 
home during that time to receive the delivery. 
If you would like to consider helping CEF as a volunteer please 
email info@cefoxford.co.uk.                                  Andrew Bevan 

OXFORD ROAD ENHANCED TRAFFIC CALMING 
See the last issue of LITTLEMORE LOCAL (No 435). 
The consultation, promised for the end of the year has been 
and gone: if CoViD restrictions haven’t delayed things the 
decision should be made in December.  Comments can be 
lodged with jane.cark@oxfordshire.gov.uk until a day or two 
before the decision date. 

OXFORD RESIDENTS’ PANEL 
Oxford City Council is inviting members of the public to apply 
to join the Oxford Residents’ Panel.  This is an online forum 
through which OCC gains an insight to public attitudes, and 
receives informal feedback on projects in Oxford. The view of 
Panel members can be used alongside, but not used as a 
substitute for formal public consultation. 
OCC would like it to have a representative cross-section of 
Oxford’s residents, to ensure the views of residents are 
reflected.  It would be great if Littlemore were represented, as it 
seems to be a Cinderella section of the City, used as an infill 
building site. 
The recruitment process of the Residents Panel is handled by 
Ipsos MORI. 
The panel is free to join.  Those wishing to apply must be 
permanent residents of Oxford and must be at least 16 years 
old.   
Apply to join the panel at www.ipsos.uk/oxfordpanel: you will 
be asked to complete a recruitment questionnaire. 
There is no deadline, however residents are encouraged to 
register their interest as soon as possible. 
Councillor Susan Brown, Leader of Oxford City Council said: 
‘Since it was established, our residents panel has helped to 
guide us in some very exciting projects and schemes across the 
city – from climate change, to city centre streets, transport 
changes, and much more.  The views of our residents are very 
important in helping us create a world class city.  I encourage 
any Oxford resident who is interested in joining the panel to 
complete the questionnaire.’ 
You can find all OCC current consultations here: https://
consultations.oxfordshire.gov.uk. 

ROSE HILL ADVICE CENTRE…  
… is an independent charity, grant-aided by 
Oxford City Council & by Littlemore Parish Council.  
We serve Rose Hill, Donnington & Littlemore and 
offer free advice in confidence to all.  Should the 
need arise, we will represent you in Courts of Law 
(for debt, rent arrears, eviction or mortgage repossession). 

Find us:  
• in the Rose Hill Community Centre, Carole's Way,  

off Ashhurst Way, Rose Hill, OX4 4HF.  
• online at rhdadvice.org  
• email: admin@rhdadvice.org. 
• Freephone 0800 170 0156, Monday to Thursday 

9.30am-3.30pm.  

We are open: for reduced hours due to the pandemic. 
Prior to the second lockdown we were open as below: we hope to re-open 
again: if not, we still answer calls during the Freephone hours listed above. 

• Mon 10am-12:30pm (drop-in) 
• Tues: 10am-12.30pm (Benefits drop-in only) 
• Weds 10am-12.30pm (Debt drop-in only). 

Geoffrey Ferres, Manager 
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WHAT’S ON IN LITTLEMORE 
December 2020 - January 2021 

̣ NB: MEETING DAYS/TIMES PRINTED IN GREEN 
are what  was offered between lockdowns; they therefore may 
be running from early December  ENTRIES IN RED are 
definitely running 

KEY: LOCATIONS IN LITTLEMORE 
ACF Army Cadet Force Building, OX4 6LD 
ATC Air Cadet Forces Centre, OX4 6LD  
BDB Blessed Dominic Barberi Hall, OX4 4JX 
EKH Edith Kempson House, OX4 4QB 
HCR Herschel Crescent Recreation Ground, OX4 3TU 
IBC Indoor Bowls Club, OX4 6NA 
JHN John Henry Newman Academy, OX4 4LS 
LCC Littlemore Community Centre, OX4 4PL 
LRC Littlemore Rugby Club, OX4 4NH 
LVH Littlemore Village Hall, OX4 4PY 
RBL Royal British Legion Hall, OX4 4LZ 
RCF Rose Hill Children+Families Centre, OX4 4UY 
RHC Rose Hill Community Centre, OX4 4HF 
SHQ Scout HQ, Fairlie Road, OX4 3SW  
SJF St John Fisher School, OX4 6LD 
SM+SN St Mary and St Nicholas Church, near OX4 4PB 
TOA The Oxford Academy, OX4 6JZ 

• Advice Centre (Rose Hill & Donnington) at RHC: tel 0800 
170 0156, admin@rhdadvice.org, or see www.rhdadvice.org     

• Aerial, Parkour & Acrobatics: UKCF Academy©: usually 
Sundays: *10:30am-6pm: age 7-17 years    *6-8pm: 18+  at 
TOA: parkour park + tumble track, ropes, trapezes, silks, 
hoops, handstand canes & more.   We hope to run a 
Christmas Camp: please see page 16 for the flyer.  Pre-book 
only www.ukcfacademy.co.uk, 03302 233 995, Oliver Ward 

• AgeUK events usually at LCC: David Garces: 07827 235 432, 
davidgarces@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk 

• Air Cadets: usually at ATC: now ONLINE: Flt Lt O'Riordan: 
oc.2210@rafac.mod.gov.uk, or see www.aircadets.tv/2210   

• Allotments: *Thomson Terrace (Allotments are available: 
contact Francis Glassborow: TTAA.Secretary2020@gmail.com, 
Paul Dyra 07792 333 054, julia.brocklesby@gmail.com) 
*Minchery Farm (see City Council website) *Elder Stubbs (see 
City Council website or Restore website) and *Denny Gardens 
(see www.odfaa.com/members/contact) 

• Angling Society: Thames waters: angling has had a great 
upsurge in popularity this season!  Alan Campbell, 
alancampbell0811@gmail.com, 01865 964 126, or see 
www.littlemoreanglingsociety.co.uk 

• Army Cadets: usually at ACF: now ONLINE: contact: SSI 
Sally Turner, 9982turne@armymail.mod.uk or see 
www.armycadets.com/county/oxfordshire-acf 

• Barberi Club: social group usually at BDB Hall: as yet unable 
to meet: contact Teresa Prescott: 07749 386 218, 
teresaprescott71@yahoo.co.uk 

• Bingo: usually Mondays, +every 1st & 3rd Friday (families) at 
RBL: contact Katie Tutty 01865 778 869, or 
littlemorerbl@gmail.com 

• Bootcamp usually at TOA: Abbey Poulter: 07496 074 225, 
peoplefirstcoaching@hotmail.com  

• Bowls (Indoor): see www.oxbowls.co.uk 
• Childcare: Littlemore Playgroup: OPEN at LCC: M-F 

9-12noon: term-times: for pre-school children from 2-4 yrs: we 
currently have spaces available for 3-yr olds: Hayley Cox: 
01865 396 449 when open, or 
littlemoreplaygroup@yahoo.co.uk  

• Childcare: Little Peeple Nursery: OPEN at TOA  8am to 
5.30pm, 48 weeks a year.  Manager: Lindsey Hart: 01865 397 
972, littlepeeplenursery@peeple.org.uk     

• Childcare: The Old Station Nursery: OPEN at Oxford 
Science Park, for children aged 3months-5years: open all 
year.  Please contact Charlotte Dagg:  
osp@theoldstationnursery.co.uk or 01865 777 167 

• Coffee Shop: was open between lockdowns but will not re-
open in winter months during the pandemic: contact Claire 
Drinkwater for updates, 01865 718 580 

• Community Emergency Food Bank: OPEN at EKH: Andrew 
Bevan, 01865 514 374, or 07799 532 177 

• Conservation Groups: Berks Bucks & Oxford Wildlife Trust: 
wis-oxon@bbowt.org.uk.   

• Dance (Jive+: Modern Jive) for 16+: usually Solo Classes 
with a different dance style each week: Thursdays 8 & 9pm at 
TOA: contact Coralie Green: 07767 360 854,  
coralie@jiveplus.com, or see www.jiveplus.com   

• Dance: Street Dance with Body Politic: usually at TOA: 
contact Emma-Jane Morbey: emj@bodypoliticdance.com, or 
see www.bodypoliticdance.com 

• Driftway Country Music Club usually at RBL: contact Kevin 
McCullagh: 01235 529 976 

• FAITH GROUPS: see pages 3 & 4 for church news & service times 

St Mary and St Nicholas C of E Church, Sandford Road, 
near OX4 4PB: please find our news, and details of zoom 
meetings on pp 3 & 4: Rev Margreet Armitstead: 01865 
748 003, vicar@littlemorechurch.org   
Emmanuel Church Oxford: Littlemore Connect Group: 
usually at LCC: we’re still unable to meet face to face but 
we hope to return to LCC in due course: meanwhile we 
have zoom meetings from time to time: if you’d like to join 
us contact Paul Billingham: 
littlemore@emmanueloxford.org, or see https://
emmanueloxford.org/connect-groups/find-a-group 
Littlemore Baptist Church: Edith Kempson House, 
Chapel Lane, Littlemore, OX4 4QB: the building of the 
church is given over to the Community Emergency 
Foodbank: church services continue ONLINE: Sundays 
10.30 am.  Please contact Rev Jeryl Bayona: 07903 745 
807, jeryl.bayona@littlemorebaptist.org.uk, or see 
www.littlemorebaptist.org.uk for the meeting ID and 
password. 
there are other faith groups but LITTLEMORE LOCAL doesn’t 
have permission to publish their details 

• Football & Futsal Coaching for girls & boys: usually at TOA: 
James Gilmore: 01865 338 159, or see 
www.officialsoccerschools.co.uk/oxfordunited 

• Growing Minds Project: OPEN: if you live in Littlemore and 
have a little one born 2018 onwards, do get in touch to find 
out more about the Growing Minds project & @ receiving free 
books.  Email families@peeple.org.uk or call Helen Stroudley 
on 01865 397 971. 

• Gym usually at TOA: + free sessions for over 50s 
ox4communityservices@theoxfordacademy.org.uk 
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• HALLS FOR HIRE: both LVH and RBL halls reopened 
between lockdowns and are willing to take future bookings: 
hirers must complete a risk assessment, and comply with 
CoViD-19 regulations. 

Littlemore Village Hall: Hall with kitchen, stage & garden: 
at Railway Lane, Littlemore, OX4 4PY.   You can now find full 
details of the Village Hall and its facilities on the new 
website at www.littlemorevillagehall.org  
Royal British Legion Hall: Functions rooms, Games room 
and Bar: at Lakefield Road, Littlemore, OX4 4LZ.  See 
www.littlemorebritishlegion.co.uk.  Contact Katie Tutty 
littlemorerbl@gmail.com, or 01865 778 869 
there are other Halls for Hire (LCC and TOA) but 
LITTLEMORE LOCAL doesn’t have up to date details about 
whether they are taking future bookings 

• Isis Ringcraft usually at LVH: contact Sara Nixon: phone txt: 
07721 939 800 

• Karate usually at JHN: contact Chris Wilmott: 07880 636 123, 
chriswilmott2000@yahoo.com  

• Kendo: Japanese samurai 'sword' fighting with bamboo 
shinai & wood bokken: for boys+girls, men+women age 4yrs 
to 60+: usually Saturdays 2:30-4:30pm at TOA: contact 
Rowena Dossett: Oxford City Kendo Club 07711 285 730, 
rowenadossett@aol.com, or see www.oxfordkendo.com 

• Kickboxing and Karate ONLINE and/or OUTDOORS at LVH: 
Tues + Fri 6-15-7.15pm: contact Michaela Clarke, 07487 655 
895  

• Library: Home Library Service: usually offers a Home Pick Up 
& Delivery with 2 metre social distancing at doorstep: Kevin 
Salway, 01865 810 259: 
homelibraryservice@oxfordshire.gov.uk  

• Library: Littlemore Public Library at TOA: currently closed: 
Sharon Ingram: littlemore.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk, or see 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk 

• Library: Oxford County Library, Westgate: see 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/leisure-and-culture/
libraries   

• Littlemore Local History Society: usually at LCC: now 
ONLINE via zoom: contact Sue Stewart: 
history.littlemore@gmail.com  

• Men’s Breakfast: usually at EKH: Andrew Bevan: 01865 514 
374: we’re not yet able to open as the building is given over 
to the Community Emergency Foodbank      

• Move It Don’t Lose It: lively 1-hour exercise class for over 60s 
including those unable to stand: contact Jane Read: 01865 
749 206     

• Music: Community Orchestra: usually at TOA: restrictions on 
gatherings mean we are unable to meet right now, but we 
hope to get back to rehearsals in the not too distant future!  
Meanwhile see www.cowleyorchestra.weebly.com  

• Music: Jubilate Band: continues ONLINE via zoom + 
recordings to play in the monthly Jubilate Church Service for 
SM+SN church: please contact Rev Margreet Armitstead 
01865 748 003, vicar@littlemorechurch.org we'll work with 
you in whatever way we can.  

• Music: Jubilee Brass: we had a few autumn rehearsals: fingers 
crossed we can get back to playing in January 2021: contact: 
Cliff Sadler: jubileebrassoxford@gmail.com 

• Music: Soundabout Music Group: usually at LVH: continuing 
ONLINE: for people with severe and profound learning 
disabilities: we are yet unable to restart our face to face 
groups: to join in online contact info@soundabout.org.uk, 
01235 797 474 or see www.soundabout.org.uk  

• Nutrition Club: usually 5.30-7pm last Weds every month at 
SJF: contact: Steffani Herring-Hall: hblfsteffi.goherbalife.com 

• Open House usually at EKH: Andrew Bevan: 01865 514 374: 
we are unable to offer coffee and conversation just yet as the 
building is still given over entirely to the Community 
Emergency Foodbank.         

• Oxford Aerial Arts (Pole Fitness, Aerial Hoop and More): 
usually at TOA: and also ONLINE: contact Nicola Ghalmi: 
07909 974 256, oxfordaerialarts@hotmail.com, or see 
www.oxfordaerialarts.com  

• Peep Groups: ONLINE:  We are not yet running face-to-face 
groups, but are increasing the number of our zoom groups for 
babies to 2 yr olds + their parents & carers.  These offer 
singing, stories, & time to talk to practitioners.  Please contact 
families@peeple.org.uk or phone Lisse Honeyman on 07780 
716 098 for more information. 

• Pilates: Clever Movement Classes: face-to-face classes in 
Littlemore, Sandford and Iffley (1:1 and/or Group) are not yet 
possible, but classes continue ONLINE and are open to new 
members: contact Jane Callaway, Physiotherapist: 
janecallawaypilates@hotmail.co.uk, and see 
www.clevermovement.co.uk 

• Pop-Up Pilates: usually Wednesdays at *5.30pm & at 
*6.30pm: at LVH: contact Lauren McLeod 07547 920 909, 
info@pop-up-pilates.com or see www.pop-up-pilates.com 

• Restore Shop & Café at Littlemore Hospital: Grace Ward 
01865 902 098 or littlemorerecoverygroup@restore.org.uk.  

• Rhythmic Gymnastics: usually at TOA: contact Zuzana 
Gergelova info@oxfordgymnastics.co.uk, or see 
www.oxfordgymnastics.co.uk 

• Rugby Training (Senior): info is updated daily @ fb: 
Littlemore RFC-Littlemore Rugby Club, contact Carl Wright 
07515 120 460, carl.wright@chch.ox.ac.uk or Jason 
Chambers jasonpaulchambers@hotmail.com 07796 607 740 

• Rugby training (Mini & Junior 5-14 yrs, all abilities 
welcome): contact John Perry 07766 954 922 or 
lrfcminichair@gmail.com  

• SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES 
Emmanuel Christian School: web: www.ecschool.co.uk, 
email: admin@ecschool.org.uk    
John Henry Newman Academy: web: 
www.jhnacademy.co.uk  
Mabel Prichard Secondary School: 
www.mabelprichard.org 
The Oxford Academy www.theoxfordacademy.org.uk 
St John Fisher Catholic Primary School www.st-john-
fisher.oxon.sch.uk   
SAE Institute: A partner Institute of Middlesex 
University: www.sae.edu/gbr/campuses/oxford 

• Singing: ONLINE zoom sessions based in Littlemore with 
SM&SN Musician-in-Residence Malcolm Atkins: People’s Note 
Group, and BBL Community Choir  contact him: 01865 721 
564, or 07872 991 287, or malcolm.atkins1@ntlworld.com 

• Slimming World: usually Thursdays at 6pm, 7pm + a new 
session at 8pm for new members at RBL: contact Sarah 
Phipps: sltinton@aol.com 

• Stay & Play: usually at SHQ: Little Chuggers: we’ve not yet 
started to meet at Scout HQ, but hope to do so in the near 
future: if you’d like to volunteer to help the group, we would 
love to hear from you: please contact Ruth Lloyd, 07736 831 
038, littlechuggers@gmail.com 

• Sustainability Group: Julian Armitstead, 
julianarmitstead@btinternet.com  
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• Walking Group: monthly Fridays+ register your interest with 
Rita Bevan: ritabevan@paston.co.uk or 01865 514 374  

• Women’s Institute: usually at Sandford Village Hall: we are 
still unable to meet but please contact Jill Love: 07900 907 
477, or message our Facebook page Sandford-on-Thames 
Women’s Institute   

• Woodturners Club: usually at LVH: we are still not yet running 
our monthly club nights in the Village Hall.  We have a 
whatsapp group that members can join: 
owc_secretary@yahoo.com, 07543 378 259. 

• Yogarelax: ONLINE: Virtual Yoga and relaxation with Angela 
Richards: Tuesday 5.30-6.15pm (3 to 4 sessions each month): 
for more information or to book your place please email 
angelajoy@btinternet.com  

• Youth Groups: Beavers (age 6-8): Brownies (girls 7-10 yrs): 
Cubs (age 8-10½ ): Explorers (age 14-18) and Scouts (age 
10½-14): see their individual websites for details 

• Zumba: over 15yrs of age and all abilities welcome: usually 
Mon 7-8pm at TOA: contact Steffani Herring-Hall: 
www.zumba-Steffi.co.uk 

LITTLEMORE LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY QUIZ 
Answer to question 6 on Page 10. 
It’s the shop on the Railway Bridge, Sandford Road, built in 
1936 by Mr Deacon.  Mr & Mrs Jewell ran it as a general store 
from 1961 until they retired in July 1985.  It was demolished 
soon after by the next owner demolished the building in 1985.  
It was close to Lawn Upton School and to Speedwell School 
(both now closed), but it also served the mental hospital, selling 
single cigarettes to ambulant patients.  They now have their 
own Shop & Café at the Mental Health Centre. 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH: CONTACT NUMBERS  
To report DOG FOULING, NOISE, FLY-TIPPING etc, Contact 
the Community Response Team, Oxford City Council, St 
Aldate's Chambers, Oxford, OX1 1DS  
report by email at saferoxford@oxford.gov.uk 
or telephone 01865 249 811. 

To report ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR contact the police or the 
Anti-Social Behaviour Investigation Team,  
Oxford City Council, St Aldate's Chambers, St Aldate's, Oxford, 
OX1 1DS   email: saferoxford@oxford.gov.uk 
Phone: 01865 249 811. 

To report NEEDLES AND SHARPS, OFFENSIVE GRAFFITI or 
graffiti on public buildings, council properties and in parks, 
cemeteries and bus shelters: report online at https://
www.oxford.gov.uk/info/20095/do_it_online or telephone 
Direct Services (Streetscene) on 01865 335 400  (they’ll give 
advice about graffiti on private property, too). 

To report ILLEGAL PARKING contact NSL on 03453 371 138 
(select 3) or email parking@oxfordshire.gov.uk.   

NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICE 
Rose Hill Community Centre, Carole’s Way, Oxford OX4 4HF 
The Neighbourhood Police Team now comprises: 

Inspector James Sullivan 
Sergeant Steve Why 
PC Tony Kirby 
PC Matt Goodchild 
PCSO Carol Robinson 
PCSO Aaron Gisborne 
PCSO Daniel Thomas 
PCSO Olivia Wood 
PCSO Tom Taylor 
PCSO Yasmin Goddard 

Ring 101 for non emergency calls,  
or 999 for emergencies, or mail 
OxfordSouthEastNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk. 
Follow us on: 
Twitter – ‘TVP Oxford’ or Facebook – ‘Thames Valley Police’ 
www.thamesvalleyalaert.co.uk 

FORM A NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH GROUP! 
The Neighbourhood Watch organisation 
helps people feel less afraid, vulnerable or 
isolated in the place where they live. 
Why not start your own NW Scheme in 
your road?  It’s very easy and will make a 
positive difference to your community.   
If you register free 
at www.ourwatch.org.uk you’ll get emails 
direct from the police about local crimes, 

crime prevention tips - and special discounts on security 
products.   
A NW scheme makes your road safer, and it supports and 
brings the community together to reduce loneliness and 
isolation – vital during the CoViD crisis.   
We urgently need more schemes across Oxford.  Numbers for 
members and Coordinators are particulary low in Littlemore. 
Contact maggiejlewis@yahoo.co.uk for more information. 
Please invite neighbours, family and friends to join - we can 
help them too! 
Together we can make Littlemore better for everyone. 

Maggie Lewis 
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ADVERTISEMENT for paid employment  

ST MARY AND ST NICHOLAS CHURCH 
Role: ADMINISTRATOR (Self-Employed) 
Client: St Mary & St Nicholas Church, Littlemore, Oxford 
Hours: 3-5 hours a week (flexible) 
Rate:  £12 an hour 
Duration:  48 weeks a year (renewed annually)  
 beginning December 1, or asap 
Contact:  Revd Margreet Armitstead  
 vicar@littlemorechurch.org / 01865 748 003  

Requirements:  
Do you have strong administrative and inter-personal skills to 
share as part of a church working at the heart of its 
community?  
The historic church of St Mary and St Nicholas is looking to 
the future with the opening of its newly refurbished building 
which includes Newman Meeting Place, a community 
meeting space.  
We are seeking a new member for our friendly and inclusive 
team, to help administer the parish by assisting with 
bookings, database management, basic communications 
tasks and other day-to-day administrative duties.  
We are initially looking for someone on a self-employed basis 
3-5 hours per week, but hope that this will increase in the 
future.  The work can be completed from home or from an 
office based at the Church and can be flexible around other 
commitments.   
We are committed to paying a real living wage to all 
contractors and employees.  For further information please 
contact the Vicar, Revd Margreet Armitstead.
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YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICING TEAM 

ROSEHILL, LITTLEMORE & IFFLEY 

Sergeant 
Steve Why 

PC          
Tony Kirby  

PC           
Matt 

Goodchild  

PCSO          
Aaron 

Gisborne  

PCSO         
Carol Robinson   

The Neighbourhood Policing Team work on issues identified by local Residents and 
Businesses. To contact them call: 

101 
This is a non-emergency number. Alternatively, email them on: 

OxfordSouthEastNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk  

Please call 999 only in emergencies. 

 Neighbourhood Policing  
Working in partnership to make our community safer  

 

PCSO       
Daniel Thomas   PCSO        

Olivia Wood 

PCSO        
Thomas Taylor 

PCSO        
Yasmin 

Goddard  



Collection day changes 
There will be Christmas and New Year collection day changes. 
During the week running up to Christmas, your bins will be 
collected one day earlier.  This means that if your usual day is 
Tuesday 23, we'll collect on Monday 22 instead, and so on.  If 
your usual bin day falls on Friday 1 January (New Year's Day) 
we'll collect the following Monday (4 Jan).  Find out more at 
www.oxford.gov.uk/mybinday.  

Garden waste collection changes 
Garden waste collections will be suspended between Tuesday 
22 December and Friday 1 January.  Collections will resume as 
normal from Tuesday 5 January. 

Deck the halls  
So it’s time to put up the Christmas decorations …but you’ve 
found your Christmas lights have lost their spark … the 
batteries need replacing …  Recycle your small broken 
electrical items and batteries by leaving them on top of any bin 
lid in separate clear bags on your collection day. 

If you live in a flat with shared bins, please recycle your small 
electrical items and batteries using collection banks located 
across the city. 

T’is the season to be jolly aware of recycling! 
Over Christmas we generate around 30% more waste and most 
of this can be recycled.  Wrapping paper (non-glittery with 
tape, bows and decorations removed), Christmas cards and 
wine bottles can all be recycled in your blue bin or sack. 

If you run out of space for recycling, leave it in a clear bag or 
cardboard box next to your blue bin or sack on your collection 
day. 

Oh, bring us a figgy pudding 
UK households are still throwing away £12 billion worth of food 
each year.  Try these tips to reduce your food waste this 
Christmas: 

• Slice Christmas cake and freeze it with greaseproof paper 
between each piece so you don't have to defrost an entire 
cake. 

• Freeze cooked turkey and ham and thaw in the fridge to use 
in casseroles, curries, pies and sandwiches. 

• Freeze leftover grapes from your Christmas cheese board and 
us them as ice cubes in your New Year’s Eve drinks.  You can 
also freeze wine (if there’s any left!).  Fill up your ice cube trays 
and use it in drinks or for cooking with. 

•…and remember, food recycling is collected weekly. 

Oh, Christmas tree! 
We will collect your real, naked Christmas trees (free from pots, 
baubles and tinsel) on your green/brown bin collection day 
from January 5 until January 29.  They will be shredded and 
turned into compost for local farmlands. 

If you live in a flat with shared bins, or want to recycle your real 
tree sooner, you can take it to one of our 12 collection points 
located all over the city.  These will be open after Christmas. 
Check out our website for a full list of locations – 
www.oxford.gov.uk/recycling.  (Locations aren’t yet published, 
but Littlemore drop off point is usually the village green).   

                                                 Laura Baughan 
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THE HAND IT BACK CAMPAIGN 
Do you have unused health or social care equipment 
previously loaned to you by health or social services? 

The pieces of unused equipment being sought are: 
• Chairs, beds, bed rails and mattresses 
• Wheeled commodes 
• Any electrical items 
• Walking frames and toilet frames 
• Pendent alarm equipment/sensors (Telecare) 
• Slings 

All items for return must have a barcoded NRS or Millbrook 
sticker on them.  

Please don’t take items back to health or social care buildings.   
Items can be collected by NRS Healthcare: 

• call NRS Healthcare on 01869 225 420  
• or send your details to enquiries@oxfordshire.nrs-uk.net. 

Or you can take them to the NRS Bicester Depot. 
Address: Unit 8 Longlands Road OX26 5AH. 
Opening hours: 8.30 - 4.30pm, Monday to Friday. 

COVID-19 ADVICE FOR HOUSES IN MULTIPLE OCCUPATION 

HMOs are homes rented out to 3 or more people who are not 
from the same family but who share facilities.  In a licensed 
HMO the maximum number of people who can live in the 
house will be defined by the licence: the HMO licence and the 
maximum number of occupants should be displayed in the 
property.  In some HMOs the occupiers have chosen to live 
together and form a household, but in others they live 
separately with locks on bedroom doors.  

Around one in five people in Oxford lives in an HMO and some 
of the worst housing conditions in the city are in shared 
housing.  This means that HMOs present particular difficulties in 
preventing the spread of coronavirus, so the council has written 
to tenants in 3,268 shared houses to help keep them safe and 
comply with the law.   

For example, the rules mean that if an HMO has six or more 
residents then no visitors are allowed unless there are less than 
six people actually in the property.  Residents need to be 
specially vigilant in shared spaces like kitchens and bathrooms.  
If someone living in an HMO has symptoms of the virus then all 
residents must self-isolate for 14 days or until the symptomatic 
person tests negative. 

You can read the full text of the letter to HMO tenants at 
www.oxford.gov.uk:  then type ‘coronavirus advice for HMOs’ 
into the search box.  

NOTICE FOR EU, EEA & SWISS CITIZENS 
Oxford’s European Union, European Economic Area and Swiss 
citizens are urged to apply, free of charge for the EU Settlement 
Scheme (EUSS) before the deadline of 30 June 2021.   
Under the EUSS, applicants who have lived in the UK for 5 years 
or more will be granted Indefinite Leave to Remain, also known 
as ‘Settled Status’.  Those with less than 5 years will be granted 
Limited Leave to Remain, also known as ‘Pre-Settled Status’.  
Family members of EU citizens are also eligible to apply, even if 
they themselves are not EU citizens.  The process is designed 
to be simple and easily accessible, but some people have more 
complex issues, so those needing help are urged to contact the 
Europa Welcome service.   
Those who have not applied by the deadline will lose their legal 
rights to live, work and access benefits in the UK. 
Europa Welcome 

Oxford charity Asylum Welcome has 
secured a new contract with the Home 
Office to continue its Europa Welcome 
service.  Trained and dedicated volunteers, 
supported by an experienced lawyer, guide 

clients through the process from start to finish.  Europa 
Welcome offers face-to-face appointments under COVID-safe 
conditions, and video appointments.  Translation is available if 
needed.  Meetings at their offices in Magdalen Road are by 
appointment only.  You can also contact them on 07719 128 
054 or by email at europawelcome@asylum-welcome.org. 
Find further information on the Asylum Welcome website at 
www.asylum-welcome.org/europa-welcome. 

ARE YOU ON THE ELECTORAL REGISTER? 
Oxford City Council draws up a new electoral register every 
year, so that those who have a right to vote will be able to do 
so.  In September they send out forms to every household, and 
in October & November they visit households that haven’t yet 
replied.  You can save the Council time and money by making 
sure you register when they first send the forms!  It’s not too 
late!  The quickest, easiest way is to go to the Register to Vote 
webpage: www.gov.uk/register-to-vote.  You can also register 
by phone or text - all the details you need are on the form.  Or 
you can return the form by post if that’s easiest for you. 
Everyone aged 18 and over who is eligible to vote must 
register.  Not being registered not only means you’ll lose the 
chance to vote; it may affect your credit rating, as the electoral 
register is used to confirm addresses for credit checks when 
applying for a loan, mobile phone or mortgage.  For more 
information phone 01865 249 811 or email the elections team 
at elections@oxford.gov.uk.                         The Elections Team,  

Elections Office, Town Hall, St Aldate's, Oxford, OX1 1BX. 

GAS SAFETY CHECKS FOR COUNCIL TENANTS 
When Oxford City Council tenants take on a tenancy they 
receive a promise that Oxford Direct Services will carry out a 
yearly gas safety check on their gas appliances.  They are a 
legal requirement: checking the safety of gas equipment saves 
lives which might otherwise be lost through carbon monoxide 
exposure or gas explosion.  ODS employs 8 staff to carry out 
gas safety checks in council properties throughout the year.  
Between July and September they completed 1945 checks 
across the city.  Their CoViD safety measures are all in line with 
advice from the government, Health and Safety Executive and 
Gas Safe Register, so tenants and staff have been kept safe 
during the pandemic. 
If you are a council tenant and have lost sight of the date of 
your yearly check, email gasteam@odsgroup.co.uk or phone 
01865 249 811, and they will be able to help. 
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Online resources to keep you informed: 
• the new restrictions: www.oxford.gov.uk/lockdown 
• coronavirus information hub: www.oxford.gov.uk/coronavirus 
• directory of essential support that can help with the financial 

and other impacts of the virus: www.oxford.gov.uk/
essentialsupport 

• Activity Hub: resources to help with mental & physical fitness: 
www.oxford.gov.uk/activityhub 

• directory of local shops & hospitality businesses operating 
online: www.oxford.gov.uk/openonline 

Telephone support for residents 

The Council’s Customer Services team can be contacted on the 
Council’s main number 01865 249 811.  The staff at the City 
Council are trained to direct callers to the best source of help 
so they ask that you contact OCC first. 

Locality Resource Hubs help people in need of assistance to 
access food, medicines and essential supplies.  Our local hub is 
in Rose Hill.  The City Council’s Hubs also work in partnership 
with Oxford Together (Oxford’s Volunteering Hub at 
www.oxfordhub.org/oxford-together) and with other community 
groups across the city.  Because the Locality Hubs and the 
Council customer services team work together to support 
residents needing help, please contact the hub by phoning the 
Council (see above) or by using the online form: https://
occ.oxfordtogether.org/support-form.  

Clinically extremely vulnerable residents  

The Council is contacting clinically extremely vulnerable 
residents to let them know what support is available.  These are 
people who have received a Government letter to let them 
know they are clinically extremely vulnerable and must follow 
new guidelines.  

Support for self-isolation 
Financial support is available for those on low income who 
need to self-isolate: see www.oxford.gov.uk/test-and-trace-
payment for information about who is eligible & how to apply.  
There is also support available to help with practicalities like 
getting groceries & medicine: www.oxford.gov.uk/
selfisolationsupport.  

Directory of businesses open online 
The Council has created a list of Oxford businesses open 
online. There’s a directory of Oxford businesses open online for 
Christmas Gifts, fresh food, flowers, homeware, bicycle repair 
and more. Support Oxford’s businesses this Christmas: 
www.oxford.gov.uk/openonline. 

If you run a business in Oxford and would like to be included, 
please contact: citycentre@oxford.gov.uk. 

Support for businesses 
For information about the support available for businesses in 
Oxford, visit: www.oxford.gov.uk/businesssupport. 

Helping the homeless 
The council has offered safe accommodation to everyone living 
in shared hostel spaces and experiencing rough sleeping since 
the original lockdown in March.  There are currently 118 rooms 
of interim accommodation for former rough sleepers in the YHA 
and Canterbury House – enough for all those who choose to 
accept assistance. The Council’s outreach team, contracted 
through St Mungo’s, continues to engage with those still rough 
sleeping. 

Physical and mental health 
Parks and playgrounds remain open for people to enjoy and to 
use for exercise. The GO Active Outdoors web pages  at 
www.oxford.gov.uk/goactiveoutdoors map the city parks and 
waterways to help you find them.  

The Council’s Activity Hub at www.oxford.gov.uk/activityhub 
has information on activities to support physical and mental 
health, and contact information for groups providing support. 

Services that are unaffected that may be of additional 
importance include: 
• Home waste and recycling services (though Redbridge 

recycling centre is closed in November for refurbishment). 
• Car parks and Park & Ride services continue to operate for 

essential travel only. 

Enforcement through COVID secure team 
The Council’s COVID secure team will be patrolling across the 
city in the day to check that businesses are complying with the 
new restrictions to close and trading safely where they are 
allowed to open.  They are also continuing the evening patrols, 
which will be refocused on checking public spaces and parks to 
deter group gatherings and ensuring takeaway businesses and 
licensed premises selling alcohol are keeping to the new rules. 

During the day time the parks team will also have officers in the 
parks to deter gatherings, able to provide education and advice 
on how to keep to the rules. 

Reporting non-compliance 
The Council has some enforcement responsibility for the new 
lockdown restrictions, and works with Thames Valley Police as 
the local responders to reports of house parties or businesses 
trading that shouldn’t be.  Residents wanting to report any of 
the above should call 01865 249 811 or email 
saferoxford@gov.uk. 
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OXFORD CITY COUNCIL LOCKDOWN SUPORT 
The City Council in Oxford boosted its support for residents and businesses during the second lockdown.  

Lockdown may be over for most of the period covered by this issue of LITTLEMORE LOCAL but just in case…
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You may not be aware of how long it takes for 
alcohol to leave the system and you could still be 
over the drink drive limit the morning after, even if 
you feel fine.

Drinking coffee, sleeping, or having a shower doesn’t work. 
Time is the only way to get alcohol out of your system.

If you are planning on driving the next day make sure 
you know your limits. Never drive if there’s even a slim 
chance you are still ‘under the influence’.

The actual time it can take for alcohol to leave your body 
can vary depending on your weight, whether you’re male 
or female, your age, how fast or slow your metabolism 
is, how much food you have eaten and whether you’re 
taking medication. 

As a guide you can use the unit calculation to work out the 
earliest time you would be safe to drive.

QUICK REFERENCE
Use this guide to work out the earliest time you would be safe to drive. 
Number of units + 1 hour = minimum time to allow before driving.

Wine 1x
3.5 hrs

3.5 hrs3.5
Units

Alcopop 
or Lager

1x
2 hrs

2 hrs2.0
Units

Spirits 1x
1.5 hrs

1.5 hrs1.5
Units

Pints 1x
2.5 hrs

2.5 hrs2.5
Units

5% Bottles
330ml bottles of Becks, Bud, Stella 
or 275ml bottle of WKD, Smirnoff 

are 2 hr drinks. 2 hrs

2 hrs2.0
Units

4% Beer & Cider
Average strength drinks like 

Fosters & Guinness are 2! hr pints. 2.5 hrs

2.5 hrs2.5
Units

5% Beer & Cider
Stronger drinks like Stella, 
Kronenbourg & Strongbow 

are 3 hr pints. 3 hrs

3 hrs3.0
Units

1 hr

 

3.5 hrs 2.5 hrs

1.5 hrs 2 hrs

Large glass 
of wine (13% 250ml)

1 pint of 
beer or cider (4%)

Spirits (40%) 
(Single 35ml Double 70ml)

Alcopop (275ml) 
or Lager (330ml)(5%)

1 hrREMEMBER TO

Number of units + 1 hour = minimum time to allow 
before driving. The examples included in this leaflet are 
guides only.

NHS guidance: 
Men should not regularly drink more 
than 3-4 units of alcohol a day.

Women should not regularly drink more 
than 2-3 units a day.

If you’ve had a heavy drinking session, 
avoid alcohol for 48 hours.

SHOULD YOU

DRIVE
THE MORNING

365alive.co.uk
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OXFORDSHIRE

FIRE & RESCUE SERVICE
OXFORDSHIRE

 

3.5 hrs 2.5 hrs

3 hrs 2 hrs

Large glass 
of wine (13% 250ml)

1 pint of 
beer or cider (4%)

Spirits (40%) 
(Single 35ml Double 70ml)

Alcopop (275ml) 
or Lager (330ml)(5%)

1 hrREMEMBER TO

THINK YOU KNOW YOUR DRINK?
BEWARE OF 
HOME MEASURES

A glass of 15% wine (250ml) 
is a 4! hr drink.

Finish 
Drinking

May not be safe 
to drive untilDrinks consumed

Allow 1 hr to get 
into your system

Consumed 
drinks + 1 

Partying at home or at friends? Mind your measures as they may be larger than you think. Allow extra time before you drive.

Bottles 11pm 12pm

Spirits
A single 40% (35ml) shot is a 
1! hr drink.
If you drink five single 40% shots you should 
leave 8! hours before driving. If you were to finish 
drinking at 11pm you are not safe to drive again until 
7:30am the following day.

11pm 9 am

Mixed 11pm 12:30 pm

Your best option is not to drink 
alcohol if you plan to drive. 
Even if you are below the 
legal limit, a small amount 
of alcohol will seriously alter 
your ability to drive. Reaction 
times may be slowed and 
judgement of risk, speed and 
distance may be impaired. 

HOME MEASURES

Wine If you drink three glasses of 15% wine (250ml) 
you should not drive for 14! hours. Therefore if you 
finish drinking at 11pm it means not driving again 
before 1:30pm the following day.11pm 10:30 am1 hr 11.5 hrs

3.5 hrs 3.5 hrs 3.5 hrs

A glass of 13% wine (250ml) 
is a 3! hr drink.

3.5 hrs

1 hr 10 hrs
3 hrs 3 hrs3 hrs

A double 40% (70ml) shot 
is a 3 hr drink.

3 hrs

1 hr 13 hrs
2 hrs 2 hrs 2 hrs2 hrs 2 hrs 2 hrs

A 5% bottle of lager is a 2! hr 
drink. A 5% alcopop is a 2 hr drink.

2 hrs

1 hr 13.5 hrs
1.5 hrs 1.5 hrs3.5 hrs 3.5 hrs 2.5 hrs

Mixing your drinks.

May not be safe 
to drive until

Drinks consumed Allow 1 hr to get 
into your system

Consumed 
drinks + 1 

May not be safe 
to drive until

Drinks consumed Allow 1 hr to get 
into your system

Consumed 
drinks + 1 

May not be safe 
to drive untilDrinks consumed

Allow 1 hr to get 
into your system

Consumed 
drinks + 1 

Pints
A pint of 5% strong strength beer  
or cider is a 3 hr drink.

Drink four pints of 5% beer or cider and you 
shouldn’t drive for at least 13 hours from finishing 
your last pint. So if you call it a night at 11pm you 
are not safe to drive again before noon the following 
day at the earliest.

11pm 10am1 hr 11 hrs
2.5 hrs 2.5 hrs 2.5 hrs2.5 hrs

 A pint of 4% average strength 
beer or cider is a 2! hr drink.

2.5 hrs

May not be safe 
to drive until

Drinks consumed Allow 1 hr to get 
into your system

Consumed 
drinks + 1 

Finish 
Drinking

Finish 
Drinking

Finish 
Drinking

Finish 
Drinking

May not be safe 
to drive until

Drinks consumed Allow 1 hr to get 
into your system

Consumed 
drinks + 1 

If we’re allowed to socialise, please don’t go mad!
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LITTLEMORE PARISH COUNCIL 

2019-21 Council Chair: Cllr Lynda Comber        2019-21 Council Vice-Chair: Cllr Macer Wicker 
Because meetings and elections have been cancelled or postponed, appointments are extended until May 2021 

MEMBERS 
Cllr Lynda Comber Cllr Gill Sanders Cllr Macer Wicker 

Cllr Tiago Corais Cllr Sue Stewart Cllr Maggie Willis 
Cllr Michael Evans Cllr John Tanner Cllr Janice Pullen 

Cllr Anita Fisher Cllr Margaret Wareing Cllr Sue Aldridge 
Cllr Dorian Hancock Cllr Kim Wicker  

COMMITTEES 

Finance Committee Planning Committee Policy Committee Personnel Committee 
Chair: Dorian Hancock Chair: Cllr Sue Stewart Chair: TBC Chair:  Cllr Gill Sanders 

Members Members Members Members 

Cllr Lynda Comber Cllr Lynda Comber Cllr Lynda Comber Cllr Lynda Comber 
Cllr Dorian Hancock Cllr Michael Evans Cllr Michael Evans Cllr Anita Fisher 

Cllr John Tanner Cllr Gill Sanders Cllr Anita Fisher Cllr Gill Sanders 
Cllr Maggie Willis Cllr Sue Stewart Cllr John Tanner Cllr Sue Stewart 
Cllr Macer Wicker Cllr Maggie Willis Cllr Maggie Willis Cllr Kim Wicker 

    

WORKING GROUPS 

Amenities Neighbourhood Plan Digital Transport Small Grants Youth Council 
Cllr Dorian Hancock Cllr Tiago Corais Cllr Michael Evans (L) Cllr Lynda Comber Cllr Lynda Comber Cllr Lynda Comber (L) 

Cllr John Tanner Cllr Dorian Hancock  Cllr Tiago Corais (L) Cllr John Tanner Cllr Gill Sanders 
Cllr Macer Wicker (L) Cllr John Tanner   Cllr Dorian Hancock Cllr Maggie Willis (L)  

Cllr Maggie Willis Cllr Margaret Wareing     
 Cllr Maggie Willis (L)     

Each Working Group has a lead member (L) who will write reports & provide updates to the Clerk and Council. 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Clerk: Richard Wilkins: Available by phone between 4 & 7pm, Monday to Friday on 07377 682 216. 
You can email the Clerk and the whole Parish Council at clerk@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk, or write to them at The Oxford Academy, Sandy Lane West, 

Littlemore, Oxford OX4 6JZ.  Richard will try to answer all queries within 7 days but please note that those requiring Parish Council discussion, decision 
and/or approval will always be referred to the next full Parish Council meeting. 

Cllr Lynda Comber chair@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk Cllr Sue Stewart sue.stewart@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Cllr Sue Aldridge susie.aldridge&littlemoreparishcounciol.gov.uk Cllr John Tanner cllrjtanner@oxford.gov.uk    01865 251 441 

Cllr Tiago Corais cllrtcorais@oxford.gov.uk Cllr Margaret Wareing margaret.wareing@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Cllr Michael Evans michael.evans@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk Cllr Kim Wicker kim.wicker@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Cllr Anita Fisher anita.fisher@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk Cllr Macer Wicker macer.wicker@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Cllr Dorian Hancock dorian.hancock@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk Cllr Maggie Willis maggie.willis@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Cllr Janice Pullen Jan.pullen@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk Vacancy  

Cllr Gill Sanders cllrgsanders@oxford.gov.uk     01865 761 856 Vacancy  

FULL COUNCIL MEETINGS  

Full Council Meetings are usually held at The Oxford Academy, Sandy Lane West from 7-9pm on the 2nd Tuesday each month except 
August.  However, during the CoViD-19 Lockdown meetings are conducted online.  For news about them, and minutes of meetings, please 

contact the Clerk or check the Parish Council website:  www.littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk   
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LITTLEMORE PARISH COUNCIL 
PARISH COUNCIL PRECEPT: THE FACTS 
Background: council tax is the main source 
of locally-raised income for most local 
authorities.  Band D council tax is the 
standard measure of council tax (all other 
bands are set as a proportion of Band D).  The council tax bill 
is made up of several elements: in addition to the council tax 
raised for the billing authority responsible for the area, it 
includes money that is collected for the fire & rescue authority, 
the police & crime commissioner, and for contributions to 
parish councils.  The contribution to parish councils is called a 
precept.  Parish councils set their own level of precept and let 
the district council know each year what level they would like.  
1. What is the tax base for the precept? 
It is the number of Band D equivalent properties from which 
tax can be collected within the Parish.  

2. How is the tax base is calculated? 
The tax base is produced from the City Council Tax system, 
using its tax base.  It creates a list of all properties in all Bands, 
it then adjusts this to account for any discounts that are given, 
for example, single occupancy, second homes, homes that are 
empty or exempt. 
The properties in all Bands are then translated into Band D 
equivalents by multiplying using the ratios below:  

Band A: 6/9 (= ⅔ so equal to ⅔ of a Band D property) 
Band B: 7/9  
Band C: 8/9  
Band D: 9/9 (=1 Band D property) 
Band E: 11/9  
Band F: 13/9  
Band G: 15/9  
Band H: 18/9 (= 2, so equal to two Band D properties) 

Finally, the estimated number of Band D equivalents to be 
built in the year is added on and a collection rate is applied.  
This then gives the total number of Band D equivalent 
properties to use for the tax base. 

3. What is the tax base used for? 
The tax base is used to calculate the Band D charge for each 
Parish.  This is done by dividing the total precept requirement 
by the tax base.  This figure will be compared to the previous 
year’s Band D charge & published on the City Council’s 
website.  A common query arises when the Parish has set its 
precept at the same monetary value as the previous year but 
the charge per Band D property goes up.  This occurs if the 
tax base (the number of properties from which tax can be 
collected) goes down. 

4. Why might the tax base go down? 
The tax base could go down if more properties in the Parish 
claim for discounts, most commonly because of an increase in 
the number of properties claiming single occupancy discount.  
Other factors include: homes being demolished, becoming 
empty, or becoming second homes; boundary changes; or a 
change in collection rate. 

Richard Wilkins, Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer, 
Littlemore Parish Council 

For information about how the precept is spent,  
please see future issues.  Ed 

FOCUS ON THE PARISH COUNCIL 
We have two new councillors: contact details for all our 
councillors are on the previous page. 
 

JANICE PULLEN 
Littlemore has been my home since 1992, so I 
know our village in some detail, and the issues 
that we face.  I am particularly interested in the 
environment; in the provision of parish amenities; 
in the infrastructure requirements for our rapidly 
growing community, and in the needs of young 
people.  
I was educated at Littlemore Grammar School in the 1960’s, 
although I lived in the Oxfordshire countryside near Watlington.  I 
read Biochemistry as a mature student at the University of Oxford, 
and then completed a DPhil in Molecular Biology.  I spent my 
working life in the academic world, and in biotechnology science 
companies.  Academic expertise and inventions from universities 
can be developed into businesses known as ‘Spin-outs’.  For 14 
years until I retired three years ago I worked in a medical 
diagnostic Spin Out Company specialising in Tuberculosis: I had 
responsibility for Quality and Regulatory affairs.   
Since my retirement I have had the opportunity to get to know 
more people in the village, and have become more involved in 
our community.  I have two grown up sons and two grandchildren 
who live in Oxfordshire.                                          Dr Janice Pullen 

SUE ALDRIDGE 
I was born in Sandford and moved to Littlemore 
when I was two.  I have lived in the village since, 
except for a few years when I lived in Cowley.  My 
grandparents lived in the village.  I attended the 
local schools, as did my son.  I have therefore 
experienced the many developments and changes 
over the years. 
I am retired now but throughout my professional 
life I worked for Oxford City and for Oxfordshire, in Local 
Government (Special Education, Teaching, and Education Social 
Work) and in the Civil Service.  Early on, I worked in local schools. 
I have had a longstanding involvement with St. Mary & St. 
Nicholas Church as a Parochial Church Council member, as 
Churchwarden, Verger, cake baker and flower arranger.  I’m sure 
I’ve met many of you through weddings, baptisms, funerals, and 
through community events staged by the church over the years.  
I joined the Parish Council because I want to work towards 
preserving what is great about our village and improving what is 
not, especially relating to clean air and amenity space, for the 
benefit of all residents, so protecting your quality of life.  I want to 
be part of a Parish Council which interfaces sensitively and 
effectively with all residents, which demonstrates transparency 
and integrity, and which encourages participation and a sense of 
ownership and responsibility in the Community.  Please contact 
me if you wish to discuss any problem or issue.         Sue Aldridge

The copy deadline for the February / March edition is midnight on Thursday 14 January.  Please email all copy to 
editor@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk.  Advertisers are asked to submit one week before that.


