
UPDATE: LOW TRAFFIC NEIGHBOURHOOD IN COWLEY 
In the last issue, a page was given over to plans to close some 
local roads so as to create Low Traffic Neighbourhoods in 
Cowley, where a local environmental group has campaigned for 
improvements in their environment for some time.  Closure of 
Littlemore Road and Bartholomew Road to all but buses would 
prevent Littlemore residents from driving out 
of Littlemore toward Cowley & Blackbird Leys, 
and would increase local traffic in Newman 
Road, Cowley Road Littlemore, & Oxford 
Road.  Those supporting the plans argue that 
much of the traffic on Littlemore Road comes 
from the A4074 and cuts through Littlemore 
to avoid congestion on the bypass, and 
continues along Beauchamp Lane, Rymers 
Lane, Cricket Road before filtering on to 
Cowley Road or Iffley Road.  They say that  
the proposed bus gate on Littlemore Road 
will put commuting traffic back on main 
roads.  The changes were to have been made 
in August but they were delayed as there was 
then no engineer to take them forward.  The Oxford press has 
reported that much of what was planned was not in line with 
the rules of the funding, and that the deadline for funding has 
now passed, but the news today (17th Sept) is that funds are in 
place for the whole project except for the placement of 
Automatic Number Plate Recognition Cameras at the two bus 
gates in Littlemore Road and Bartholomew Road.  The public 
will be consulted after the event.  In the mean time, whatever 
your view, the person to contact is Patrick Lingwood at 
Oxfordshire County Council. 

UPDATE: OXFORD ROAD ENHANCED TRAFFIC CALMING 
Residents of the road and members of the Parish Council met 
Geoff Barrell & Ralph Green from Oxfordshire County Council 
on the road in mid July.  Within days Mr Green produced a new 
plan which proposed 5 speed tables in the road.  The Parish 
Council supported the proposals.  The road suffers alternating 

congestion & speeding, and it is hoped that 
the changes will discourage its use as a rat 
run, make it clear that it is not a race track, 
make it easier for Swinbourne residents to 
get out of their road, and provide extra 
pedestrian crossing points.  Public 
consultation has been delayed by concerns 
about drainage, but you can find the plans of 
what is proposed on page 9.   If you wish to 
comment please watch other media for 
details of the consultation and/or contact 
Christian Mauz at oxfordshire.gov.uk: you can 
write to him @ County Hall. 

MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR 
First of all my apologies to Luke whose poem, below, I 
misprinted in the last issue.  Next: the Parish Council has 
decided that during the pandemic it won’t put the LITTLEMORE 
LOCAL delivery team at risk.  Though 400 copies of the 4-page 
print issue are available at local shops, LL isn’t being delivered 
to the most isolated members of the community: what should 
we do?  Do write in.  Meanwhile, if you’d like to receive the 
electronic version by email, or if you’d like to contribute in 
future and would like a copy deadline reminder, do contact 
editor@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk. 

Sunflowers at Thomson Terrace Allotments 
5.30am: mid-August
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Starry Night Sky, by Luke Williams 
Walking down the river side and seeing the light twinkle like a trail left by dancing fairies on the water. 

The lights of man dimmed into shadow compared to the majesty of the starry night sky. 
Two walk hand in hand waiting for the coming dawn.



NEW TEMPORARY BUS SERVICE: #45 
COWLEY TO ABINGDON, VIA SANDFORD & LITTLEMORE 
In February Oxfordshire County Council was offered £588,403 
from the government’s supported bus services fund.  The 
council’s cabinet member for the environment, Yvonne 
Constance confirmed that OCC wanted to use the money to 
protect bus services in rural areas.  Three bus routes axed in 
2016 have been revived by the funding: one runs between 
Abingdon, Berinsfield, Sandford, Littlemore and Cowley.  The 
grant is for one year only: Cllr Constance says: ‘I really hope 
that spending the Supported Bus Service Fund in this way will 
encourage more people to travel by bus, thereby reducing 
traffic and congestion and hopefully making some services 
commercially viable’. 

Until 2016 The T2 Bus ran between Abingdon and Oxford via 
Culham Science Centre, Clifton Hampden, Berinsfield, 
Sandford and Littlemore.  When it was cut, the Abingdon-
Culham stretch of the route remained as the #45.  This left the 
residents of Berinsfield very cut off from their local shopping 
centre at Cowley, and it deprived Littlemore residents who like 
country walks of a wonderful bus route. 

Instead of re-instating the whole T2 route to the City Centre, 
the #45 is to be extended only to Cowley.  It isn't going to win 
awards for frequency, but it does offer people in Berinsfield, 
Sandford & South Littlemore the ability to access Cowley shops 
and the #10 Hospital bus, and it offers all of us routes to, or 
home from, Abingdon College, the Thames at Clifton 
Hampden, Culham & Abingdon, and a route to the Roman 
Road which leads back from Berinsfield via the Baldons to 
Grenoble Road. 

Thames Path between Abingdon & Sandford  
8.45am 3rd Sept 2020  
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routeroute4545

routeroute4545

Abingdon • Culham Science Centre • Berinsfield • CowleyAbingdon • Culham Science Centre • Berinsfield • Cowley
Mondays to Fridays, except Public HolidaysMondays to Fridays, except Public Holidays

Cowley • Berinsfield • Culham Science Centre • AbingdonCowley • Berinsfield • Culham Science Centre • Abingdon
  Mondays to Fridays, except Public HolidaysMondays to Fridays, except Public Holidays

Sorry, no 45 services on Saturdays and Sundays.Sorry, no 45 services on Saturdays and Sundays.

Notes Hol Fri
Service Number 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45
Cowley, Templars Square, Stop C 0715 0850 1052 1252 1452 1715
Littlemore, The George 0722 0857 1059 1259 1459 1722
Sandford-on-Thames, Catherine Wheel 0725 0900 1102 1302 1502 1725
Oxford Science Park, Sadler Building 0728 0903 � � � 1728
Oxford Science Park, Magdalen Centre 0730 0905 � � � 1730
Nuneham Courtenay, Baldon Lane 0734 0910 1107 1307 1507 1735
Berinsfield, A4074 Layby 0737 0913 1110 1310 1510 1738
Berinsfield, War Memorial 0738 0914 1111 1311 1511 1739
Berinsfield, Health Centre 0739 0915 1112 1312 1512 1740
Berinsfield, Wimblestraw Road 0745 0920 1118 1318 1518 1744
Burcot, The Chequers PH 0749 0924 1121 1321 1521 1748
Clifton Hampden, Village Hall 0753 0927 1124 1324 1524 1751
Culham Science Centre, Conference Centre 0658 0738 � 0852 � � � 1440 � 1640 1710 � 1820
Culham, Science Centre 0659 0739 0754 0853 0928 1125 1325 1441 1525 1641 1711 1753 1821
Abingdon, War Memorial, Stop A5 0708 0748 0805 0902 0937 1134 1334 1452 1535 1652 1722 1805 1832
Abingdon, Stratton Way, Stop A1 0709 0749 0806 0938 1135 1335 1453 1536 1653 1723 1806 1833
Abingdon College 0713 0810 1457 1727 1837

Notes: Fri - This journey operates on Fridays only.
            Hol - This journey operates during school holidays only.

Notes Hol
Service Number 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 45
Abingdon College 0720 0828
Abingdon, Stratton Way, Stop A1 0645 � 0750 � 0940 1140 1340 1550 1615 1655 1740 1808
Abingdon, Bridge Street 0646 0726 0751 0836 0941 1141 1341 1552 1616 1656 1741 1809
Culham, Science Centre 0654 0735 0800 0847 0950 1150 1350 1601 1625 1705 1750 1817
Culham Science Centre, Guard House 0655 0736 � 0848 � � � � � 1706 � 1818
Clifton Hampden, Village Hall 0802 0952 1152 1352 1604 1627 1752
Burcot, The Chequers PH 0805 0955 1155 1355 1607 1630 1755
Berinsfield, War Memorial 0809 0958 1158 1358 1611 1634 1759
Berinsfield, Health Centre 0811 1000 1200 1400 1614 1637 1801
Berinsfield, Wimblestraw Road 0817 1006 1206 1406 1620 1643 1807
Berinsfield, A4074 Layby 0819 1008 1208 1408 1645 1809
Nuneham Courtenay, Baldon Lane 0824 1012 1212 1412 1649 1813
Oxford Science Park, Sadler Building 0830 � � � 1655 1819
Oxford Science Park, Magdalen Centre 0832 � � � 1657 1821
Sandford-on-Thames, Catherine Wheel 0835 1017 1217 1417 1700 1824
Littlemore, The George 0839 1021 1221 1421 1704 1828
Cowley, Templars Square 0847 1028 1228 1428 1712 1832



ST MARY AND ST NICHOLAS CHURCH: NEWS + SERVICES 
• The Building Project: We’re thrilled to let you know that we 
hope to open our church again in December.  What a journey 
this has been!  There will be open days so that people in the 
community can come & see the exhibition about the building 
project, and experience the renewed space.  It will be warm 
and welcoming.  Meanwhile, you can find out more at https://
newmanmeetingplace.weebly.com. 

• Christmas Services in Church: we will have some Christmas 
services but they will of course be much reduced in size due to 
the CoViD-19 restrictions.  For more information: watch this 
space, see our new website (being put together at the 
moment) and check our notice board.  

• Current services: until December the 10am Sunday service will 
remain on zoom.  There will be two special services: *4th 
October: Harvest Festival, and *8th November: Remembrance 
Service.  Do ask me (below) for the details if you are interested.   

• Our Jubilate Band continues to run and provides music for 
zoom services: do contact me (below) if you would like to join. 

• The Memorial Service: the memorial service at which you can 
remember your loved ones should have been on Sunday 1st 
November.  The church will still be closed: we will let you know 
when there’s an opportunity for an alternative service when the 
church has reopened.  

• Christmas Day Lunch.  Sadly the pandemic prevents us from 
offering Christmas Day Lunch in John Henry Newman 
Academy this year.  We may be able to provide food for those 
in need, and will let you know about this in the next issue.  

• Community CoViD-19 action: our church continues to work 
with other agencies to respond to any kind of need during the 
pandemic.  Rev’d Hannah Cartwright is the main contact for 
this at our church: revdcartwright@gmail.com.   

Rev Margreet Armitstead 01865 748 003, 
vicar@littlemorechurch.org  

EMMANUEL CHRISTIAN SCHOOL NEWS 
We’ve enjoyed being back together since the beginning of 
June, and at the end of summer term hosted a special summer 
school for families across Oxford that had no access to school 
since March.   
This term we’re detectives uncovering stories about beauty, 
truth and goodness.  We’ve lots of enthusiasm for our first 
topic, the Egyptians.   
Our second topic, TREES will also be the theme of our Open 
Morning from 10am-12noon on Saturday 10th October.  
Families can join us virtually or in person to discover more 
about the story ‘From Acorn to Oak’.  If you’d like to join us, 
please phone the school office on 01865 395 236 to book your 
space.   
As part of our preparation for this topic we’ve produced a time-
lapse film of one of the ‘Newman Oaks’ coming into leaf in our 
grounds.  You can see it at https://m.youtube.com/watch?
v=yj8ABzhhlQI. 
This term we’ve also enjoyed developing 
hockey skills, and we’ve started a hockey club 
with our new Sports teacher, Miss Randle.   
During half term (from 9am-3pm on 29th 
October) we will host our first primary sports 
camp.  This is a chance for children to come 
and enjoy a range of sports including football, 
netball, tennis, table tennis and hockey.  The 
camp is open to children aged 7 to 11.   
Please contact the office if you are interested.         
                                                    Lizzie Nesbitt  

YOGARELAX : NEW ONLINE CLASS  
Tuesday 5.30-6.15pm: a Virtual Yoga and relaxation session 
offered 3 to 4 times each month.  Sessions are suitable for 
beginners and are based on Hatha Yoga.  They focus on: 
• Relieving tension and creating a time and space for you 
• Gentle Yoga poses  
• Increasing mobility and flexibility  
• Promoting good posture and core strength. 

Sessions end with a short relaxation.  £16 for 4- or £12 for 3- 
consecutive sessions.  You are welcome to try a free session 
before committing.  A portion of the proceeds is donated to 
Centre Point charity for the homeless.  Bespoke groups can also 
be arranged.  For more information or to book your place 
please email angelajoy@btinternet.com.           Angela Richards 

JIVE+ NEWS: NEW CLASSES & MODERN JIVE WORKSHOP 
We are currently running Solo classes at the Oxford Academy 
on Thursdays at 8pm & 9pm.  They’re £10 per person per class, 
or £15 for both classes.  It’s a different dance style each week: 
they include Salsa, Cha-Cha, Disco, Ballroom, Jive, Charleston, 
Line-dance, Blues, Expressive dance & choreographed routines.  
No experience is necessary, so they are great tasters.  Advance 
booking and payment are necessary, so anyone interested 
should contact me on 07767 360 854 or email me @ 
coralie@jiveplus.com   We are also running a Beginners FIXED 
PAIRS Modern Jive workshop on Sat 3rd October @ The Oxford 
Academy 2.30-5.00 pm.  Only £20 pp!                  Coralie Green 

SLIMMING WORLD: NEW LEADER & NEW VENUE 
Slimming World has a new leader and a new venue: see listings 
and/or contact Sarah Phipps: sltinton@aol.com. 

ARMY CADET FORCE NEWS: 
Blackbirds Leys Army Cadet Force has a new detachment 
commander SSI Sally Turner.  The group usually meets between 
7.30 and 9.30pm on a Thursday in Littlemore, in its own HQ in 
Sandy Lane West.  They’re not meeting face to face just now, 
but training via zoom, doing loads of online quizzes and 
Facebook posts to keep everyone interested.  They’re working 
hard to get back parading very soon, but the main priority is 
everyone's safety & wellbeing.  Oxfordshire ACF is home to 
over 500 cadets, and almost 150 adult volunteers in 20 
detachments.  To join you need to be aged over 12 (aged 12 by 
1st September at the start of year 8) and under 18.  If you are 
interested in joining find them at https://armycadets.com, or 
contact SSI Sally Turner, Blackbirds Leys Army cadet force 
Detachment Commander, 07513 048 563. 
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LITTLEMORE ANGLING SOCIETY: 2020-2021 FIXTURES

Fixture / Competition | Venue Draw / Fish

October

11 S Denny Shield (KO Cup) / Summer League | Thames, Sandford D 7.30 / F 9-2

18 Aggregate Cup 3 | Holme Grange D 8 / F 10-4

25 Sumner Cup (KO Cup) / Winter League | Thames, Sandford D 7.30 / F 9-2

November

8 Blind Pairs	Prior Cup | Pondwood Fery D 8 / F 10-4

22 R C Smith Cup (KO) / Winter League | Thames, Don’gton (Down) D 7.30 / F 9-2



WHAT’S ON IN LITTLEMORE? 
I’m pleased to report that most providers haven’t given up 
hope of resuming the classes and services that they used to 
offer us.  Many are gradually re-opening and the next 
couple of pages carry messages from those who have 
contacted me. 
KEY to locations now partially open for activities:  

LCC Littlemore Community Centre, OX4 4PL (Playgroup only) 
LRC Littlemore Rugby Club, OX4 4NH 
LVH Littlemore Village Hall, OX4 4PY 
RBL Royal British Legion Hall, OX4 4LZ 
RHC Rose Hill Community Centre, OX4 4HF 
SJF St John Fisher School, OX4 6LD 
TOA The Oxford Academy, OX4 6JZ 

• Advice Centre (Rose Hill & Donnington) @ RHC: we are now 
able to offer some face to face meetings: see article on page 
18: tel 0800 170 0156, admin@rhdadvice.org, 
www.rhdadvice.org     

• Aerial, Parkour & Acrobatics: UKCF Academy©: running @ 
TOA: parkour park + tumble track, ropes, trapezes, silks, 
hoops, handstand canes & more.  Sundays: *10:30am-6pm: 
age 7-17 years    *6-8pm: 18+  Pre-book only 
www.ukcfacademy.co.uk,  03302 233 995, Oliver Ward 

• Air Cadets: ONLINE: Fg Off Tim O’Riordan: 
oc.2210@rafac.mod.gov.uk, or see www.aircadets.tv/2210   

• Allotments: *Thomson Terrace (contact Tom Dyra 07867 931 
487, Paul Dyra 07792 333 054, julia.brocklesby@gmail.com  ) 
*Minchery Farm (see City Council website) *Elder Stubbs 
(see City Council website or Restore website) and *Denny 
Gardens (see www.odfaa.com/members/contact) 

• Angling Society: Thames waters: angling has had a great 
upsurge in popularity this season: read more about this in the 
next issue!  Alan Campbell, alancampbell0811@gmail.com, 
01865 964 126, www.littlemoreanglingsociety.co.uk 

• Army Cadets: ONLINE: www.armycadets.com/county/
oxfordshire-acf contact: SSI Sally Turner, 
9982turne@armymail.mod.uk.   

• Barberi Club: sadly the group at BDB Church Hall is still 
unable to meet: Teresa Prescott: 07749 386 218, 
teresaprescott71@yahoo.co.uk 

• Bingo: RBL: now running & adhering to social distancing & 
gov’t guidelines: Mondays, +every 1st & 3rd Friday (families).  
For exact timings contact Katie Tutty 01865 778 869, or 
littlemorerbl@gmail.com 

• Childcare: Littlemore Playgroup: LCC: OPEN M-F 9-12noon: 
term-times: for pre-school children from 0-4: we currently have 
vacancies for 3-yr olds: Hayley Cox: 01865 396 449 when 
open, or littlemoreplaygroup@yahoo.co.uk  

• Childcare: Little Peeple Nursery: TOA: open: 8am to 
5.30pm, 48 weeks a year.  Manager: Lindsey Hart: 01865 397 
972, littlepeeplenursery@peeple.org.uk     

• Childcare: The Old Station Nursery: Oxford Science Park, 
for children aged 3months-5years: open all year.  Please 
contact Charlotte Dagg:  osp@theoldstationnursery.co.uk or 
01865 777 167 

• Community Emergency Food Bank: Andrew Bevan, 01865 
514 374, or 07799 532 177: OPEN see page 18 

• Dance (Jive+: Modern Jive) for 16+: classes have restarted 
at TOA: they’re Solo Classes with a different dance style each 
week: Thursdays 8 & 9pm.  £10 or £15 for both classes.  
Advance payment necessary:  see page 3 for more about us 
or contact Coralie Green: 07767 360 854,  
coralie@jiveplus.com, www.jiveplus.com   

• Driftway Country Music Club @ RBL: unable to meet until 
further notice: Kevin McCullagh: 01235 529 976 

• FAITH GROUPS 
St Mary and St Nicholas C of E Church: read our news 
and details of zoom meetings on p 3: Rev Margreet 
Armitstead: 01865 748 003, vicar@littlemorechurch.org   
Emmanuel Church Oxford: Littlemore Connect Group: 
we’re still unable to meet face to face but we hope to 
return to LCC in due course: meanwhile we have zoom 
meetings from time to time: if you’d like to join us contact 
Paul Billingham: littlemore@emmanueloxford.org, or see 
https://emmanueloxford.org/connect-groups/find-a-group. 
Littlemore Baptist Church: Edith Kempson House, 
Chapel Lane, Littlemore, OX4 4QB: the building of the 
church is given over to the Community Emergency 
Foodbank: church services continue ONLINE: Sundays 
10.30 am.  Please contact Rev Jeryl Bayona: 07903 745 
807, jeryl.bayona@littlemorebaptist.org.uk, 
www.littlemorebaptist.org.uk for the meeting ID and 
password. 

• Growing Minds Project: if you live in Littlemore and have a 
little one born 2018 onwards, do get in touch to find out more 
about the Growing Minds project & @ receiving free books.  
Email families@peeple.org.uk or call Helen Stroudley on 
01865 397 971. 

• HALLS FOR HIRE 
Littlemore Village Hall: Hall with kitchen, stage & garden: 
at Railway Lane, Littlemore, OX4 4PY.   Open for CoViD-
secure use.  You can now find full details of the Village Hall 
and its facilities on our new website at 
www.littlemorevillagehall.org  
Royal British Legion Hall: Functions rooms, Games room 
and Bar: at Lakefield Road, Littlemore, OX4 4LZ: open for 
CoViD-secure use.  See www.littlemorebritishlegion.co.uk.  
Contact Katie Tutty littlemorerbl@gmail.com, or 01865 778 
869 

Littlemore Community Centre: not yet open, except for 
Playgroup: we will gradually re-open to other current User 
Groups, as & when their individual risk assessments are 
provided and accepted by the LCA's Board of Trustees.  

• Isis Ringcraft: Sara Nixon: phone txt: 07721 939 800: classes 
suspended at present, please contact Sara for updates 

• Karate: as yet we are unable to offer classes at JHN, but plan 
to do so in future: Chris Wilmott: 07880 636 123, 
chriswilmott2000@yahoo.com  

• Kendo: classes have restarted at TOA: (Japanese samurai 
'sword' fighting with bamboo shinai & wood bokken): 
Saturdays 2:30-4:30pm for boys+girls, men+women age 4yrs 
to 60+.  Rowena Dossett: Oxford City Kendo Club 07711 285 
730, rowenadossett@aol.com, or www.oxfordkendo.com 
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• Kickboxing and Karate: ONLINE and/or OUTDOORS: Tues 
+ Fri 6-15-7.15pm: please contact me to join: Michaela 
Clarke, 07487 655 895  

• Library: Home Library Service: Home Pick Up & Delivery 
with 2 metre social distancing at doorstep: Kevin Salway, 
01865 810 259: homelibraryservice@oxfordshire.gov.uk  

• Library: Oxford County Library, Westgate: OPEN Mon-Sat 
9-5: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/leisure-and-culture/
libraries   

• Littlemore Local History Society: we are as yet unable to 
meet in the LCC: contact Sue Stewart: 
history.littlemore@gmail.com  

• Men’s Breakfast: Andrew Bevan: 01865 514 374: we’re not 
yet able to open as the building is given over to the 
Community Emergency Foodbank      

• Move It Don’t Lose It: lively 1-hour exercise class for over 60s 
including those unable to stand: classes due to re-start in 
October: contact Jane Read: 01865 749 206     

• Music: Community Orchestra: Unfortunately restrictions on 
gatherings mean we are unable to meet right now, but we 
hope to get back to rehearsals in the not too distant future!  
Meanwhile see www.cowleyorchestra.weebly.com  

• Music: Jubilate Band: continues ONLINE via zoom + 
recordings to play in the monthly Sunday morning Jubilate 
Church Service for SM+SN church: if you wish to join please 
contact Rev Margreet Armitstead 01865 748 003, 
vicar@littlemorechurch.org we'll work with you in whatever 
way we can.  We hope to play live in church from December. 

• Music: Jubilee Brass: Although the band is unable to meet at 
the moment we hope things will change before the end of the 
year: Cliff Sadler: jubileebrassoxford@gmail.com 

• Music: Soundabout Music Group: for people with severe and 
profound learning disabilities: we are yet unable to restart our 
face to face groups at the Village Hall but are continuing 
ONLINE:  contact  info@soundabout.org.uk, 01235 797 474 
or see www.soundabout.org.uk  

• Nutrition Club: SJF: running 5.30-7pm last Weds every 
month: Steffani Herring-Hall: hblfsteffi.goherbalife.com 

• Open House: Andrew Bevan: 01865 514 374: we are unable 
to offer coffee and conversation just yet as the building is still 
given over entirely to the Community Emergency Foodbank.         

• Oxford Aerial Arts (Pole Fitness, Aerial Hoop and More): 
sessions have restarted at TOA & some also continue 
ONLINE: contact Nicola Ghalmi: 07909 974 256, 
oxfordaerialarts@hotmail.com, www.oxfordaerialarts.com  

• Peep Groups: ONLINE:  We are not yet running face-to-face 
groups, but are increasing the number of our zoom groups for 
babies to 2 yr olds + their parents & carers.  These offer 
singing, stories, & time to talk to practitioners.  Please contact 
families@peeple.org.uk or phone Lisse Honeyman on 07780 
716 098 for more information. 

• Pilates: face-to-face classes (1:1 or Group) are not yet 
possible, but classes continue ONLINE and are open to new 
members: Jane Callaway, Physiotherapist: 
janecallawaypilates@hotmail.co.uk  

• Pop-Up Pilates: LVH: running on Wednesdays at *5.30pm & 
at *6.30pm: Lauren McLeod 07547 920 909, info@pop-up-
pilates.com or see www.pop-up-pilates.com 

• Restore Shop & Café: Grace Ward 01865 902 098 or 
littlemorerecoverygroup@restore.org.uk.  We’re looking for 
volunteer helpers!  See p 16. 

• Rhythmic Gymnastics: TOA: classes are running with limited 
spaces - already full: please see www.oxfordgymnastics.co.uk 

or contact Zuzana Gergelova info@oxfordgymnastics.co.uk, 
for more info 

• Rugby Training (Senior): Tues 8-9pm at Horspath Sports 
Ground Artificial Grass Pitch + Thurs 7-8pm (8-9pm from Oct 
8th) at LRC (see below): please arrive early for a prompt start: 
all abilities welcome: sinfo its updated daily @ fb: Littlemore 
RFC-Littlemore Rugby Club, contact Carl Wright 07515 120 
460, carl.wright@chch.ox.ac.uk or Jason Chambers 
jasonpaulchambers@hotmail.com 07796 607 740 

• Rugby training (Mini & Junior 5-14 yrs, all abilities welcome): 
LRC: at the Oxford Academy: please enter via the Northfield Close gate and 
turn right immediately:   running on Sundays: arrive 9.45am for 
10-11am session: John Perry 07766 954 922 or 
lrfcminichair@gmail.com  

• SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES 
Emmanuel Christian School: web: www.ecschool.co.uk, 
email: admin@ecschool.org.uk  email:   
John Henry Newman Academy: web: 
www.jhnacademy.co.uk  
Mabel Prichard Secondary School: 
www.mabelprichard.org 
The Oxford Academy www.theoxfordacademy.org.uk 
St John Fisher Catholic Primary School www.st-john-
fisher.oxon.sch.uk   
SAE Institute: A partner Institute of Middlesex 
University: www.sae.edu/gbr/campuses/oxford 

• Slimming World: RBL: from 17th Sept: sessions at 6pm, 7pm 
+ a new session at 8pm for new members: places limited in 
order to fulfil CoViD safety guidelines: contact Sarah Phipps: 
sltinton@aol.com 

• Stay & Play: Little Chuggers: we’ve not yet starting to meet at 
Scout HQ, but hope to do so in the near future: Ruth Lloyd, 
07736 831 038, littlechuggers@gmail.com 

• Walking Group: Out & About: a monthly ½-day walk now 
running on different days of the week, with a pub (or other) 
lunch: register your interest with Rita Bevan: 
ritabevan@paston.co.uk or 01865 514 374  

• Women’s Institute: we are still unable to meet but please 
contact Jill Love: 07900 907 477, or message our Facebook 
page Sandford-on-Thames Women’s Institute   

• Woodturners Club: we are still not yet running our monthly 
club nights in the Village Hall.  We hope to restart in the new 
year.  We have a whatsapp group that members can join: 
owc_secretary@yahoo.com, 07543 378 259. 

• Yogarelax: ***NEW!***  ONLINE: Virtual Yoga and relaxation 
with Angela Richards: Tuesday 5.30-6.15pm (3 to 4 sessions 
each month): for more information or to book your place 
please email angelajoy@btinternet.com  

• Youth Groups: Beavers (age 6-8): Brownies (girls 7-10 yrs): 
Cubs (age 8-10½ ): Explorers (age 14-18) and Scouts (age 
10½-14): see their individual websites for details 

• Zumba: over 15yrs of age and all abilities welcome: running 
at TOA: Mon 7-8pm: Steffani Herring-Hall: www.zumba-
Steffi.co.uk 

I can’t give up-to-date information about the following, but I 
include contact details where I have them: 
• AgeUK events in Littlemore: David Garces: 07827 235 432, 

davidgarces@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk 

• Bootcamp: Abbey Poulter: 07496 074 225, 
peoplefirstcoaching@hotmail.com  

• Bowls (Indoor): www.oxbowls.co.uk 
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• Conservation: BBOWT: wis-oxon@bbowt.org.uk.   
• Dance: Street Dance with Body Politic: Emma-Jane Morbey: 

emj@bodypoliticdance.com, www.bodypoliticdance.com 
• Faith Groups: 

God and People Centre: Pastor Leo Rose: 07858 833 348: 
Blessed Dominic Barberi RC Church: Fr Zbigniew Zieba  

• Football & Futsal Coaching for girls & boys: James Gilmore: 01865 338 159,  
www.officialsoccerschools.co.uk/oxfordunited 

• Gym @ TOA: + free sessions for over 50s 
ox4communityservices@theoxfordacademy.org.uk 

• Library: Littlemore Public Library: Sharon Ingram: 
littlemore.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk, www.oxfordshire.gov.uk 

• Sustainability Group: Julian Armitstead julianarmitstead@btinternet.com  

• Youth Ambition: Youth Club: James Dunsby: jdunsby@oxford.gov.uk 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION CHRISTMAS FAYRE 
Saturday 28th November 12noon-3pm  
@ RBL Centre, Lakefield Road, OX4 4LZ 
see www.littlemorebritishlegion.co.uk. 

Entrance fee: 50p for adults on the 
day.   

We will be ensuring all stalls are  
2 metres apart and we ask that 
stallholders and buyers wear masks, 
use a one way system etc.   
Stalls are £5: if you are interested in having one please contact 
Katie Tutty 01865 778 869 or littlemorerbl@gmail.com. 
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ACF Army Cadet Force Building, OX4 6LD 
ATC Air Cadet Forces Centre, OX4 6LD  
BBOWT Conservation Group, OX4 4XT 
BDB Blessed Dominic Barberi Hall, OX4 4JX 
DG Denny Gardens Allotments  
ECS Emmanuel Christian School, OX4 4PU 
EKH Edith Kempson House, OX4 4QB 
HCR Herschel Crescent Recreation Ground, OX4 3TU 
IBC Indoor Bowls Club, OX4 6NA 
JHN John Henry Newman Academy, OX4 4LS 
LCC Littlemore Community Centre, OX4 4PL 
LRC Littlemore Rugby Club, OX4 4NH 

LVH Littlemore Village Hall, OX4 4PY 
MF Minchery Farm Allotments 
RBL Royal British Legion Hall, OX4 4LZ 
RCF Rose Hill Children+Families Centre, OX4 4UY 
RHC Rose Hill Community Centre, OX4 4HF 
SAE Media Institute, Armstrong Road, OX4 4FY 
SHQ Scout HQ, Fairlie Road, OX4 3SW  
SJF St John Fisher School, OX4 6LD 
SM+SN St Mary and St Nicholas Church, near OX4 4PB 
TOA The Oxford Academy, OX4 6JZ 
TT Thomson Terrace Allotments

KEY LOCATIONS 
The map highlights  

in red the main places where services are offered and where classes, clubs & faith groups meet 
in blue schools and colleges  
in green: allotment sites



NEW SYSTEM FOR RECYCLING CRISP PACKETS ETC 
Look out in the local press for information about new collection 
points for recycling things like crisp packets, biscuit wrappers 
and baby food pouches.  Such hard-to-recycle stuff can be 
recycled by specialists like TerraCycle®.   
Working in partnership with TerraCycle, Oxford Direct Services 
is setting up drop off points.  The money made from this 
process is donated to charity, and ODS has chosen Oxfordshire 
Animal Sanctuary to be the charity that benefits from its own 
drop off points.   
NB The collection point at ODS’ Marsh Road Depot is currently 
closed, but the Terra Cycle website suggests that organisations 
like local schools could establish their own drop off locations. 
A public drop-off location is a place with a collection bin where 
members of the public can drop off hard-to-recycle waste to be 
recycled by TerraCycle®.  A public drop-off location is typically 
set up and managed by a single person or a small group of 
people (known as administrator(s)).  The administrator(s) will be 

in charge of managing the public drop-off location, sending the 
waste to TerraCycle® and deciding how earned points will be 
distributed.   See https://www.terracycle.com/en-GB. 
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NEW PLAYERS WELCOME 
SENIOR SQUAD TRAINING: 

TUESDAYS 7.45-9pm 
at HORSPATH SPORTS GROUND 

THURSDAYS 7-8pm (8-9pm from 8 OCT)  
 at LITTLEMORE RUGBY CLUB 

MINI & JUNIOR TRAINING: 
BOYS & GIRLS AGED 5-14 YEARS 

SUNDAY 10-11AM 
3G TRAINING PITCHES @ LITTLEMORE RUGBY CLUB 

COMPETITIVE MEMBERSHIP COSTS 
FAMILY FRIENDLY 

CLUBHOUSE WITH LICENSED BAR

WWW.PITCHERO.COM/CLUBS/LITTLEMORE

FB: LITTLEMORE RFC-LITTLEMORE RUGBY CLUB


TWITTER: @LITTLEMORERFC

FIND THE CLUBHOUSE 
at THE OXFORD ACADEMY: 

please enter by the Northfield 
Close gate & turn right 

immediately 
LITTLEMORE RFC 

NORTHFIELD CLOSE 
LITTLEMORE OX4 4NH

Littlemore Playgroup is a small, friendly playgroup  
run by a caring and experienced team. 

Playgroup is open term time only, 
Monday to Friday 9am ’til 12 noon. 

It is situated in the annexe  
behind the Littlemore Community Centre,  

Giles Road, OX4 4NL 

We offer space for 2-, 3- and 4- year olds,  
and currently have space for children aged 3. 

If you would like more information, or an application form 
please get in touch by email: 

littlemoreplaygroup@yahoo.co.uk,  
or by telephone 01865 396 449 during our opening hours. 

You are more than welcome to fill out an application form  
to join our waiting list for other places.   

We will be in touch when a place becomes available.



PLANNING MATTERS 
Letter to the Oxford Times 
The City and County Councils do good work in a number of 
fields, but when it comes to planning, I despair.  I received a 
copy of Littlemore Labour Rose in my letterbox this morning to 
find an article by Cllr Nadine Bely-Summers lauding the 
planned construction of more low-rent social housing in 
Littlemore juxtaposed against an article in which Cllr Tiago 
Corais acknowledges that ‘residents in Oxford Road Littlemore 
have suffered from too much traffic and speeding cars for too 
long’.  Oxford Road is effectively the only way out of the village 
on to the ring road or into town, and it is the mindless 
construction of more and more densely packed houses in the 
village that has created the traffic in the first place.  There is a 
bus service but it is infrequent and totally incapable of meeting 
the needs of residents. 
Littlemore is a traditionally poor area and does not have quite 
as much clout as some other wards in Oxford.  I get the 
impression that the Council is only paying lip service to the 
Conservation status of the Village, and is prepared to develop it 
beyond its reasonable capacity as it expects less popular 
resistance than it would meet elsewhere. 

Frank Gargent, Littlemore Resident 
reprinted with permission 

MORE DEVELOPMENT PROPOSED AT ARMSTRONG ROAD 
Charterhouse Property Group proposes to submit a planning 
application to add two 2-storey office blocks (@30,000 square 
feet of office space), and to provide a hundred car parking 
spaces, and ‘new and exciting landscaping with a walking loop 
and a Wetland Walk’ on what is currently the car park of the 
SAE building in Armstrong Road opposite the Littlemore 
Mental Health Centre.  (SAE is a higher education provider and 
does not own the land. ) 
The plan has been in the pipeline for at least a year, but has 
been floated at a time when a public exhibition of the plans is 
impossible.  However there was an online consultation during 
August which asked local people to respond to the following 
statements and questions: 
• Office space at this location is a good idea 
• The development’s height & design is appropriate for the area 
• The focus on landscaping enhances the area 
• What do you like most about the plans? 
• Please let us know if you have any other comments or 

concerns. 
Residents will know that this will add to the pressure on 
Armstrong Road and on the road between Sandford and 
Littlemore Roundabout.  
 

Page  of 8 21

South and West Littlemore has offered space for many hundreds of new homes since Littlemore was absorbed into the City from 
South Oxfordshire in 1991.  Some of them are shown in the plan below.  The Science Park (which doesn’t acknowledge that it is in 
Littlemore at all), the Kassam Complex, and the Mental Healthcare Trust have all been built here.  Each development, it is argued, 

will have little impact on existing levels of traffic, but cumulatively they are overwhelming our few tiny access roads.   
Greater Leys has been built on our borders, and is about to be enlarged and redeveloped.  However there has been little 

investment in our infrastructure.  We have no primary healthcare services (medical or dental) and most residents would have to 
take 2 buses to get to the GP if they couldn’t go by car.  If bus gates are introduced in Oxford, the ring road will be more 

congested, making it harder for us to make our journeys, and making it more polluted for us all.

Milvery Way

@ 140 new homes in 
process of being built

Astrop Lane

Barberi Close and 
Hillsale Piece

The road to the ring road from 
most of these developments 

narrows here to 14 feet:  
traffic trying to get on to the ring 

road sometimes tails back 
 to  Heyford Hill Lane

Pipley  
Furlong

Conversion of  
Littlemore Hospital to new homes  
+ addition of new  
residential roads

Armstrong Road: 270 new 
homes in process of being built

St Mary & St Nicholas  
Church

John Henry Newman 
Academy

Emmanuel Christian SchoolVillage 
Hall

Rat run from A4074, Kassam Stadium & Science Park

David Nicholls Close & 
Lawn Upton Close

MAP OF DEVELOPMENTS IN 
LITTLEMORE  

occupied housing estates 

housing estates under construction 

possible sites for future development 

new or enlarged sites for employment 

approx site of proposed railway station

access to this new estate is via the A4074 only: 
the only pedestrian access to Littlemore village is 
up the A4074 and through Sainsbury’s entrance 
and across Sainsbury’s Car Park (red line).  
Residents will be highly dependent on cars.

George Inn Car Park

Medhurst Way +  
some new homes  
in Lanham Way

Denny Gardens

New housing estate on TOA field, with 
access through Denny gardens to be 
permitted by Oxford Plan 2036

Dominion Oil 
Land

additional homes 
Lanham Way

proposal now being put forward for 
additional 30,000 sq ft of office 
buildings in Armstrong Road

Littlemore Mental 
Health Centre

Kassam Stadium Site

New housing estate on Kassam 
Stadium Car Park to be permitted 
by Oxford Plan 2036

The Oxford Academy



 

LITTLEMORE LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY QUIZ 
Question 5: Where was this photo taken?  

Find Questions 1-4 in issues 431-434,  
and the Answer to this Question on page 18. 
 

INTERESTED IN MEDIA STUDIES? 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO STUDY LOCALLY? 
Come along to SAE Oxford, in Armstrong Road and learn more 
about our 2-year degrees and 1-year diplomas in Audio, Film, 
Games, Web, Music Business, VFX and Animation.   
Open Events are a great opportunity to meet staff and 
students, learn more about our courses and career 
opportunities, get admissions advice, and see production 
demonstrations.  There are upcoming open events on 10th 
October and 18th November.  To register go to: www.sae.edu/
gbr/events. 
SAE Institute is a partner institute of Middlesex University.  
It has four UK campuses that offer a range of creative media 
courses, from degrees to diplomas.  The nearest is right here: 
• Littlemore Park, Armstrong Road, OX4 4FY 
• Telephone: 01865 787 150 
• Email: enquiries@sae.edu 
• Web: http://www.sae.edu/gbr/campuses/oxford 

Beth Kirkbride  
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PROPOSALS FOR ENHANCED TRAFFIC CALMING : OXFORD ROAD 
See front page.  We don’t yet have a date for the pubic consultation about these proposals.  The road suffers alternating 

congestion & speeding, and it is hoped that the changes will discourage its use as a rat run, make it clear that it is not a race track, 
make it easier for Swinbourne residents to drive out of their road, and provide extra pedestrian crossing points for pedestrians 

walking and from school, the park, and so on.



LITTLEMORE LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY PAGE 
STEAM ENGINE HEADING OFF TO THE BOER WAR 

This steam engine was bought new at the Maidstone 
Agricultural Show.  It is being driven across the junction of 
Oxford Road, Cowley Road & Sandford Road on the way to 
Littlemore station.  The photograph, taken in 1900, shows the 
first shipment of iron wheeled trucks on their way to the docks 
to be shipped to South Africa for use in the Boer War.  
The engine was made by the Oxford Steam Plough Company 
and standing beside it is John Allen who bought the company 
in 1897.  The driver is George Garlick.  In the background (now 
the site of Blewitt Court) are the old Marlborough Head and the 
bakery: Mr. Nash the baker stands in the upper doorway where 
flour was delivered.  By 1917 the bakery had changed hands: it 
housed Sheldon the Coachbuilder which featured in the LLHS 
Quiz in Issue 432 of LITTLEMORE LOCAL 

The original photo was owned by Mr. Adams of The George 
reproduction by Denis Coombs, Littlemore History Society 

GHOST ON A TRICYCLE AT MINCHERY FARM 
by ‘TRW': from LITTLEMORE JOURNAL: JANUARY 1969 
At one annual Parish Meeting someone reported having seen 
the ghost of an old man on a tricycle on the new Minchery 
Farm Estate.  The ghost was at once identified as Fred Eade. 
Nature was unkind to Fred.  Hunchbacked, his feet heavy in 
surgical boots, with an over-hanging lower lip & gnarled hands 
gripping a heavy walking stick, he could hardly help being the 
best-known figure in Littlemore.  His speech was difficult to 
understand until you knew him well.  But the most noticeable 
thing about him was the deep chuckle which rumbled up from 
the depths as though he had some continual joke within him. 
He was a keen reader of Westerns and of thrillers, and during 
the years that the County Library was at the Reading Room in 
Littlemore, he was a regular borrower.  I could always rely on his 
staying beyond Library closing time and starting a conversation 
with some criticism of the Trade Unions, or telling tales of his 
courting days in Sandford, or about the time he was on the 
Parish Council.  There was no malice in him, and his chuckle 
dispelled ill feeling.  I knew him during his last 8 years here, by 
which time he had given up his trike.  I hear that Fred on a trike 
was a sight worth seeing, particularly returning from the Cowley 
Conservative Club after a drink or two.  There were no rules of 
the road for him.  Fred belonged to the Eade family which 
farmed Minchery.  He lived at The Grange, a dilapidated house 
on Cowley Road, which was demolished as 
being beyond repair by its owners, the City 
Council.  Fred ended his days not long after, in 
the Warneford Hospital.  He went there under 
the impression that he was going to work in the 
greenhouses.  If anyone sees his ghost, with or 
without the trike, have a word: he will be a 
friendly old ghost. 

LITTLEMORE IN 1900 (pictured left & in LLHS Quiz) 
from LITTLEMORE JOURNAL: MAY 1969  
The small village had a population of about 400, with a Church, 
a Chapel, a Post Office, a Smithy, 3 grocers, 2 bakeries, and 4 
Public Houses (the 'Marlborough Head' (1836), the 'George', 
the 'Golden Ball', and the 'Swan' on Kennington Island (now Rose 
Island off Heyford Hill Lane) which provided for holiday-makers and 
fishermen).  There was only one combined school until 1904 
when the new Infants School was opened. 

A sawmill was opened at the rear of the house on the corner of 
Railway Lane, behind the present Village Hall, but it was later 
moved to the ground further down Railway Lane.  (By 1969 this 
land was occupied by Hartwells Oils which had a number of tanker depots near 
railways.  The Littlemore depot on the Morris Cowley branch line survived at least 
until the late 80s by which time it was owned by Dominion Oils.  Its most recent 
owner is a property developer.) 

In 1900 the Oxford Sanitary Steam Laundry (see LLHS Quiz in 
issue 433 of LITTLEMORE LOCAL) was in the hands of Mr 
Renshaw.  The building had previously been used as a boys 
boarding school. 

The Railway station (see LITTLEMORE LOCAL issue 434) which 
had been opened in 1964, and seems to have been built first of 
wood, had burnt down and been rebuilt. 

There were several farms around the village: Giles Farm, 
Laburnum Farm, Corpus Christi Farm, Allens Farm, and 
Minchery and Blackbird Leys Farms which were owned by the 
Oxford Corporation, and where Harry and Bert Eade grew 
vegetables and corn crops.  Sewage was disposed of in pits 
dug in uncultivated parts of the village. 

Employment was varied.  Women and girls went to the Laundry 
or to Sandford paper Mill, or into service in large houses in 
Littlemore or in Oxford.  Men found employment on the farms, 
at the paper Mill, the Saw Mill, at John Allen Steam Plough Co, 
on the Railway, or as gardeners or builders.  The Asylum 
employed male and female nurses and housed about 550 
patients. 

The roads were of flint and sand: they were dusty in summer 
and muddy in winter.  The footpaths were gravel.  There were 
two oil lamps: one at the church gate and the others on the 
corner of Railway Lane.  (see LITTLEMORE LOCAL issue 434) 

Oxford Road and Cowley Road were the main thoroughfares, 
off which ran Heyford Hill Lane, Long Lane, Spring Lane, 
Chapel Lane, College Lane, Longwall, Giles Path, and Nye 
Ditch which joined the river at the fisheries at Iffley.  Church 
Way was a field-path to Iffley, and many were said to fear the 
lonely walk across the moor.  The road to Cowley remained a 
country lane with a few straggling houses, and a group known 
as 'Up Town' before it reached 'Van Diemens' on the border of 
the parish.    

Many of these places are built over or are pulled down.   

No more the passing of the 6.30am Royal Mail Coach to 
London; no Hills Ales dinners; no dancing in the barn on Whit 
Monday; no Village Flower Show at the Shrubbery courtesy of 
Mr Mallom; no Village Fair at Harper’s Field.                       

H Challis 
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YELLOW TOWER CRANE 
Poem by John Wilde 

I could not view the crane, as you, 
in sunlight, from the heron‘s lake, 
and, it being windless and weekend, 
the crane was still. 
(When there‘s a wind 
the crane may pivot if disused, 
like an unattended boat.) 
Such cranes, I know, 
summon cities from the deep, 
and Oxford, consigned by CoViD 
to the rose-red dusk of time, 
sees a yellow crane 
conjure cities of the future 
from the unknown, unloved plain. 

We all live on a yellow tower crane, 
yellow tower crane, yellow tower crane. 

All the loads go up and down 
and the crane goes round and round, 
and we drive the driver mad 
by sitting on his cab, 
and the loads all go astray 
and delay the work below 
and we’re told to go away 
but we’ve nowhere else to go 
so this is where we’re going to stay 
on our yellow tower crane. 

We all live on a yellow tower crane, 
yellow tower crane, yellow tower crane. 

With apologies to the Beatles and thanks to Phil Hart.  
I was stimulated to write the poem by seeing the crane which 
dominates Phase A of the Newman Place Development in 
Armstrong Road.  I think it’s seen at its best in early morning 
sunshine from the Oxford Science Park Lake.            John Wilde 

MESSAGE FROM THE NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICE TEAM 
The evenings are now drawing in: please be vigilant about 
suspicious activity, and protect your homes and property.  
Please check your home and fix broken fasteners on doors, 
window latches, and gates.  If you have security lights make 
sure they’re clean and in working order.  To improve visibility 
and safety get the summer garden growth cut back.  Don’t 
leave tools or items out that could be stolen or used to break 
in.  If you own a car, make sure it’s safe and MOT’d.  Please 
keep up with the changing CoViD19 guidance from the 
Government and the NHS at www.gov.uk/coronavirus and at 
www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19.  Look after each 
other, and check on residents and neighbours that might not be 
able to get out for their shopping and other essentials. 

MESSAGE FROM ANNELIESE DODDS, OUR LOCAL MP 
I know that this continues to be a difficult and worrying time for 
many of my constituents in Littlemore.  If there are any issues 
you or your families are facing, I am here to help.  Though I am 
not yet able to offer walk-in appointments, you can still reach 
my office  
• by post: Unit A, Bishops Mews, Transport Way, OX4 6HD 
• by phone Mon, Tues, Thurs, & Friday: 01865 595 790 
• by email: anneliese.dodds.casework@parliament.uk.  

My caseworkers will be able to assist you, or direct you to the 
place best suited to help you. 
I know that the announced job cuts at the Mini Plant will be of 
great concern to many in Littlemore.  My best wishes are with 
all those affected, and their families.   
In parliament, I am fighting for the government to take a more 
flexible and sector-based approach to the crises we are facing, 
and to avoid the cliff edge end of the Furlough Scheme in 
October.  I am making the case for job creation and for the 
government to help struggling sectors like manufacturing and 
hospitality here in Oxford.  I am also asking for a better pay 
deal for our key workers who have done so brilliantly 
throughout this crisis.   
Recent news about a spike in Coronavirus cases in Oxford may 
also have been a cause for concern: I think that the government 
should ensure that financial support is available for those who 
need it while self-isolating.  I’m pleased to see that the Rose 
Hill and Donnington Advice Centre is now offering a limited 
drop-in service to help with benefits, debt and housing.  
Littlemore Residents are entitled to use it.  (See p 18.)   
Do get in touch if there is anything at all I can assist with, or if 
you have any questions about my activities in parliament or my 
stance on an issue.  All best wishes.                 Anneliese Dodds 
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Your editor has added swimming to her dawn walk: here’s the spot: 
looking across the Thames toward Heyford Hill Lane (7.30am: Sept 14th)



INSIGHT: WORK DURING LOCKDOWN: ALICE HARSANT 
The country faces many challenges during 
the pandemic.  One of them is ensuring 
the safety of the food chain by continuing 
to carry out farm checks and animal 
inspections.  Locally this is the 
responsibility of Oxfordshire Trading 
Standards (OTS), and one of the team is 
Littlemore resident Alice Harsant.  Alice is 
an Animal Health & Welfare Enforcement 
Officer.  Social distancing, self-isolation, 
and limited contact with others have made it impossible for her 
to make unannounced visits, but Alice has found innovative 
ways to continue working, whilst playing her part in the 
#Stopthespread campaign. 
“OTS enforces legislation that covers the health, welfare, 
disease prevention and traceability of farm animals, as well as 
laws relating to animal feeding stuffs.  The vast majority of 
Oxfordshire farmers are committed to very high standards of 
animal welfare.  They understand that I need to continue to 
visit occasionally as part of routine inspections, or to give 
advice and support.  They’re as worried as everyone else 
about CoViD-19 and the potential impact on their ability to 
continue operating, so they’re happy to adapt for Trading 
Standards.  However, I primarily respond to animal welfare 
complaints, so the majority of my visits are usually 
unannounced.  I investigate not only the complaint, but also 
the welfare of any other animals on the farm.  Occasionally 
this involves other agencies; lots of people can be involved 
and if necessary, I obtain evidence for prosecution.” 

Alice has had to adapt her way of working to ensure that the 
risk of spreading CoViD-19 is reduced to an absolute minimum.   
“I’ve been based at home.  When the pandemic arrived, the 
team temporarily paused routine inspections, focusing on 
complaints and critical control points such as markets and 
abattoirs.  But farm visits had to continue.  Most farmers live 
on the same land as their livestock, operating their business 
from their homes.  I monitor and examine paperwork, 
registers, movement records, details of on-farm deaths, 
disposal of carcasses, and veterinary medicine records.  Many 
farmers hold these details in paper copy only.  Sharing them 
by email simply isn’t an option   So I’ve had to arrange 
meetings in open areas such as fields, and arrange for 
documents to be moved and inspected away from the 
farmer’s house, with the farmer available at another location 
and contactable by phone to discuss any queries.  It’s already 
standard practice that we wear waterproof footwear and 
clothing to each premise we visit, and that we disinfect them 
with Government-approved disinfectant, but with the arrival of 
CoViD we have increased our level of PPE, and we now carry 
masks, gloves, sanitiser/soap & water etc with us as well.” 

Alice has a BSc in Animal Sciences (University of Nottingham) 
and an MSc in Biodiversity and Conservation (University of 
Leeds).   
“I’d always wanted a career involving animals, but as I grew 
older, I realised working with people was also a passion.  My 
Trading Standards role allows me to do both, making a really 
positive difference to farmers and the broader Oxfordshire 
community.  When I return home from work, I’m welcomed by 
Abi, my 18-year-old cat; and by two rabbits, David and Alexis. 
There’s also a tank full of cherry shrimp.  Perfect!” 

If you have any concerns related to the health or welfare of 
livestock, including farm animals kept as pets, phone Trading 
Standards (office hours) on 01865 895999 or email 
Duty.Officer@Oxfordshire.gov.uk. 

ARE YOU HANDY WITH A NEEDLE AND THREAD?  
Cloth face mask appeal for vulnerable residents. 
As part of the coronavirus response, Oxford City Council is 
asking for donations of cloth face masks for vulnerable 
households.  The masks will be distributed along with other 
essential supplies the Council is providing for those most in 
need across the city. 

If you have the time and skill to make a few face masks, or are 
willing to organise your friends into a sewing bee to produce a 
bundle, your contribution could make a real difference.  If you 
are all thumbs when it comes to sewing but would still like to 
contribute, the Council would welcome shop-bought washable 
face masks and donations from any businesses with surplus 
masks. 

How to donate 
By post: post them to Locality response hub, Rose Hill 
Community Centre, Carole’s Way, Oxford OX4 4HF. 

Collection: For donations of more than five masks, we can 
collect; so you may prefer to put together a box of donations 
from friends and neighbours.  Please get in touch by emailing 
fooddonations@oxford.gov.uk to arrange this. 

Unfortunately we can’t accept drop-offs due to social 
distancing measures. 

Need a pattern? 
There are hundreds of patterns on the internet.  You can hand 
sew or use a machine if you have one. 
To make it easier we’ve selected these as options for different 
skill levels, but feel free to use your own favourite. 

A simple pattern provided by Public Health England: 
www.gov.uk/government/publications/how-to-wear-and-
make-a-cloth-face-covering/how-to-wear-and-make-a-cloth-
face-covering 

UK sustainable fashion brand Pajotten has provided two free 
patterns: https://pajotten.com/blogs/news/face-masks 

the goodlife centre has this pattern with tips for making in 
batches: www.thegoodlifecentre.co.uk/my-mask-protects-
you-your-mask-protects-me/ 

Hygiene 
All donated masks will be stored for at least 72 hours before 
being handled, as the virus cannot survive this long on surfaces. 
Reusable cloth face masks should be washed before being 
worn for the first time. 
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NEW RESIDENTS ARRIVE AT ST NICHOLAS PLACE 
Oxford City Council has already let six new homes for social 
rent in St Nicholas Place (off the A4074, in the field beside 
Sainsbury’s).  All 6 homes will be let at a rent of £600 a month.  
Social rent is calculated as half the cost of market rents in the 
local area plus any service charges for communal facilities.  
According to the Office for National Statistics, in 2019-20 the 
median private rent for three-bedroom properties across 
Oxford was £1,500 a month, so these are a bargain. 
When the development is complete next autumn, there will be 
45 council homes, made up of 5 one-bedroom flats, 19 two-
bedroom flats, 7 three-bedroom flats, another 4 three-bedroom 
houses (10 in total) and 4 four-bedroom houses.  The 
allocations team is in the process of letting the new homes to 
applicants on the housing register.  They are being allocated to 
a mix of council tenants on the transfer list and other families in 
housing need. 
The finished 141-home development will also include 25 flats 
for key workers.  Half of all homes will be affordable – in line 
with the council’s requirements for new developments.  Half of 
the rest were bought by the Council.  
During the planning phase Littlemore Parish Council had 
'serious concerns about pedestrian access to the site', which it 
described as a 'narrow pavement alongside the busy A4074’.  It 
argued that to reach amenities in Littlemore, residents would 
have to walk through Sainsbury's car park, while schoolchildren 
would face a 'long and in some places dangerous' walk to The 
Oxford Academy.  Increased traffic was another concern, but 
city council officers stated: ‘The development is unlikely to have 
a significant impact on Heyford Hill roundabout or junctions 
further afield.’  The county council did not object to the 
development, but its response said it did ‘not consider this 
location suitable for residential development as it presents 
challenges to sustainable transport’.  However the houses are 
provided with electric car charging points.  Let’s hope the 
residents can afford them. 

WATCH OUT FOR COUNCIL TAX SCAMMERS 
Oxford City Council is warning residents to watch out for 
Council Tax scams aimed at getting their personal bank details. 
One new scam email purports to be from the “Government 
Digital Service Team,” and alerts the recipient to a council tax 
reduction, before directing them to a malicious site set up to 
harvest personal information.   
Oxford City Council’s Investigation Service works with fraud 
prevention organisations to highlight current and emerging 
types of fraud and scams.  Many follow a similar pattern, 
preying on the most vulnerable in society.  Scammers may 
contact people by phone, text or email, or they may knock on 
your door.  They may pose as staff from the Council, the 
Valuation Office Agency or the Tax Recovery Bureau to lure 
people into their scam.  One scam demands payment for 
supposed Council Tax arrears, another tells people that they 
have paid too much Council Tax and are due a refund that 
fraudsters offer to claim on their behalf for a fee.  But please 
take note - the Council will never ask for payment to make a 
Council Tax refund.  Don’t be taken in! 
Verifiying genuine contact 
Oxford City Council does ask for information from residents to 
administer their Council Tax accounts, including refunds or 
arranging arrears collection.  Residents who want to verify 
genuine contact from the Council should call 01865 249 811 or 
email counciltax@oxford.gov.uk – all Oxford City Council email 
addresses end with @oxford.gov.uk. 
More information about scams can be found on the gov.uk 
website. 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH: call for members 
Neighbourhood Watch (NW) is about making sure that fewer 
people feel afraid, vulnerable or isolated in the place where 
they live.  Neighbours come together to make their 
communities safer & better places to live in.  Their overall aims 
are to foster community spirit, encourage neighbours to look 
out for each other, and develop a close liaison between 
neighbours and the local police team.  

The objectives of NW are to: 

To prevent crime by improving the security of property, 
increasing vigilance, reducing the opportunities for crime 
through crime prevention awareness and developing and 
maintaining a caring community. 

To assist the police in the detection of crime through 
promoting effective communication and the prompt reporting 
of suspicious incidents & criminal activity 

To reduce undue fear of crime by providing accurate 
information about risks, and through promoting a sense of 
security and community spirit, especially amongst more 
vulnerable members of the community: the very young, older 
people, those with a disability and people in a minority 
group. 

To improve police and community liaison through a 
communication system which advises co-ordinators of local 
incidents and crime trends.  

We are looking for Coordinators & members for Littlemore. 
The Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator is a volunteer who 
plays an important part in setting up and administering a watch 
scheme.  For more details register at www.ourwatch.org.uk or 
please contact me: maggiejlewis@yahoo.co.uk.    Maggie Lewis 

Area Representative and Administrator for Neighbourhood Watch in Oxford 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH: CONTACT NUMBERS  
To report DOG FOULING, NOISE, FLY-TIPPING etc, Contact 
the Community Response Team, Oxford City Council, St 
Aldate's Chambers, Oxford, OX1 1DS 

report by email at saferoxford@oxford.gov.uk

or telephone 01865 249 811.

To report ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR contact the police or the 
Anti-Social Behaviour Investigation Team, 

Oxford City Council, St Aldate's Chambers, St Aldate's, Oxford, 
OX1 1DS   email: saferoxford@oxford.gov.uk

Phone: 01865 249 811.

To report NEEDLES AND SHARPS, OFFENSIVE GRAFFITI or 
graffiti on public buildings, council properties and in parks, 
cemeteries and bus shelters: report online at https://
www.oxford.gov.uk/info/20095/do_it_online or telephone 
Direct Services (Streetscene) on 01865 335 400  (they’ll give 
advice about graffiti on private property, too). 

To report ILLEGAL PARKING contact NSL on 03453 371 138 
(select 3) or email parking@oxfordshire.gov.uk.   
 


NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICE 
Rose Hill Community Centre, Carole’s Way, 
Oxford OX4 4HF 

Ring 101 for non emergency calls,  
or 999 for emergencies, or mail 

OxfordSouthEastNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk. 
Follow us on: 
Twitter – ‘TVP Oxford’ or Facebook – ‘Thames Valley Police’ 
www.thamesvalleyalaert.co.uk 
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NEWS FROM THE VILLAGE HALL 
Community Café 
The Community Café (10.30-1.30 first Saturday most months) 
was open outdoors in August and September.   Helped by fine 
weather on both occasions, we served coffee and cake in the 
car park in front of the Hall.  August's event, with lovely 
homemade cake and our regular greetings card stall, was well 
attended, but in September we offered the added attraction of 
a stall for the Littlemore Local History Society, and a table of 
secondhand books and CDs - it was a winning combination! 

Future events 
Sorry there’s no café in October, but on Saturday 7th 
November we’re offering our Autumn Fayre.  It’s a chance to 
start your seasonal shopping locally!  We hope to offer a great 
mix of stalls, including toys, crafts and gifts. There will have to 
be some changes to our usual format to make this a CoViD-
secure event, but we still hope to offer something for everyone.  
Make sure you bring your face mask!  Refreshments will be 
served outside. 

Volunteers 
We need more people to help run these events.  Could you 
spare an hour or two from time to time to take part?  Please get 
in touch.  Email: littlemorevillagehall@gmail.com or phone 
07467 127 009.  

New website https://www.littlemorevillagehall.org        

Claire Drinkwater 

BJ’S QUIZ 
What is pictured here? 

There’s a clue on page 11. 
Question and image submitted by Benjamin Johnson III 

CONSULTATION ABOUT 
PLANS TO IMPROVE PRIVATE RENTAL HOUSING STOCK 
(All data in this column was supplied by Oxford City Council). 

Oxford City Council is proposing a public consultation on two 
licensing schemes aimed at improving conditions in the private 
rented sector, which now makes up almost half (49%) of 
housing stock in the city.  (It was 21% in 2001).  In Littlemore 
45.7% of housing stock is in the private rental sector. 

It’s thought that about 20% of private rented properties in 
Oxford have a serious home hazard (Category 1, Housing, 
Health and Safety Rating System).  This is significantly higher 
than the national average. 

Between 2015 and 2019, the council received 3360 complaints 
relating to 2990 rented properties.  They also investigated 
4,508 cases of anti-social behaviour linked to property in the 
private rental sector. 

The council wants to seek views on: 
• an extension until 2026 of the current ‘additional’ licensing 

scheme for houses in multiple occupation (HMOs) 
• the introduction of a new ‘selective licensing’ scheme to 

cover all homes in the private rented sector - not just HMOs. 

About HMO licensing:  
HMOs are homes rented out to three or more people who are 
not from the same family and who share facilities.  All HMO 
landlords in Oxford must get a licence that that ensures that 
they are a ‘fit and proper person’, that an HMO meets safety 
standards, and that they comply with council waste disposal 
and storage requirements.  Oxford was the first council in 
England to introduce a citywide scheme that required every 
HMO to be licensed.  Although the HMO stock has improved 
whilst the scheme has been operating, 53% of HMOs are 
ineffectively managed and not compliant with the licensing 
scheme.  The current scheme is due to expire in January 2021.  
Consultation is required as a condition of renewing the 
scheme for another five years. 

About Selective Licensing:  
A review of housing conditions suggests that a fifth of the 
30,000 homes in Oxford’s private rented sector have a serious 
housing hazard: this is almost double the national average.  
Selective licensing would allow the council to extend existing 
licensing powers to cover all privately rented homes in 
Oxford: it would provide a clear framework for all private 
landlords and tenants across the city, and allow the council to 
proactively inspect privately rented homes, without the need 
for complaints to be made.  When issues are raised robust 
action is taken to improve conditions, however this is largely 
on a reactive basis and occupiers who do not complain are 
often left living in homes with poor management and poor 
conditions.  There is a clear link between poor housing 
conditions and poor health. 

If the outcome of the consultation favours introducing 
selective licensing, the final scheme will need to be approved 
by the government. 

For more about this subject see: www.oxford.gov.uk/
propertylicensingguidance.   

To take part in the consultation see www.oxford.gov.uk/
propertylicensing. 
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From 1 August 2020 over 75s are no 
longer be automatically entitled to a 
free TV licence.  

Can I claim a discount on my TV licence? 
There are various TV licence discounts. 

If you're at least 75 years old and receive Pension Credit 
you can claim a free TV licence: it will cover you and anyone 
else you live with, no matter what age they are. 
If you’re blind or have a severe sight-impairment you can 
claim a 50% discount on your licence.  If you live with 
someone else, the licence will need to be in the name of the 
person who is blind or sight-impaired to get the discount. 
If you’re living in a care home or sheltered housing, you 
can get an Accommodation for Residential Care (ARC) 
licence which costs £7.50.  You will only need this if you 
watch TV in your own separate accommodation, not if you 
only watch TV in common areas such as a residents’ lounge. 

How do I claim my TV licence discount? 
If you're 75 years old and receive Pension Credit, you 
need to apply for a free TV licence as it’s not given out 
automatically.  For an application form you can call TV 
licensing on 0300 790 6117. 
If you’re blind or sight-impaired, contact TV licensing on 
0300 790 6117.  Once you’re registered, all your TV licence 
renewals will be at the concessionary rate.  You’ll need to 
provide a photocopy of the certificate from your local 
authority ophthalmologist confirming that you’re blind or 
sight-impaired, your TV licence application form, and fee. 
If you’re living in a care home or sheltered housing, 
contact the warden, staff or managing authority where you 
live: they will apply for an ARC licence for you.  To qualify 
you must: be retired and aged 60 or over, or disabled. 

What if I've already paid for a full TV licence? 
If you have already paid the full fee for a TV licence and 
you think you might be eligible for one of the discounts 
listed above, then contact TV licensing on 0300 790 6117: 
they can help you apply for a refund. 
If you live in a care home or sheltered housing, ask the 
warden, staff or managing authority where you live to help 
you apply for a refund. 

 

PENSION CREDIT 
Pension Credit is an income-related benefit for people over 
State Pension age: it’s made up of 2 parts - Guarantee Credit 
and Savings Credit. 

Guarantee Credit tops up your weekly income to a guaranteed 
level of £173.75 if you’re single or £265.20 if you’re married or 
in a civil partnership.  You may still be eligible if you have 
savings, a pension, or your own home, and you might get more 
if you’re a carer, severely disabled, responsible for a child or 
young person, or have certain housing costs.  If you get 
Guarantee Credit you’ll also qualify for other benefits such as 
Housing Benefit, Council Tax Reduction, Cold Weather 
Payments, a free TV Licence if you’re over 75, and help with the 
costs of NHS services. 

Am I eligible for Guarantee Credit? 
You may be eligible for Guarantee Credit if you've reached 
State Pension age.  This is now the same for men and women 
and is gradually increasing to reach 66 by October 2020.  
Working out your State Pension age can be tricky, but you can 
check your qualifying age easily using the State Pension 
calculator at www.gov.uk/state-pension-age.  If you’re an 
eligible age, but your weekly income is higher than the 
thresholds, you may still claim Guarantee Credit if you have a 
severe disability, you are a carer, or if you have to pay housing 
costs like a mortgage. 

Savings Credit is an extra payment for people who’ve made 
some provision towards their retirement by saving, or by paying 
into a pension other than the basic State Pension.  The 
additional income provided by Savings Credit is up to £13.97 a 
week for a single person, and £15.62 for married couples and 
civil partners.  However, you will not normally be eligible for 
this credit if you reached State Pension age on or after 6th April 
2016.  If you’re a couple and one of you reached State Pension 
age before 6 April 2016, you may be able to claim.  There isn’t 
a savings limit for Pension Credit, but if you have over £10,000 
this will affect how much you receive.  The calculation for 
Savings Credit can be quite complex, so you may wish to 
contact a local, independent adviser.  Many people who are 
eligible for it haven't claimed it. 

HOW TO CLAIM PENSION CREDIT 
1.Make sure you’ve reached the qualifying age by checking at 

www.gov.uk/state-pension-age. 
2. Call the Pension Credit claim line on 0800 99 1234 

(textphone: 0800 169 0133).  It only takes one phone call and 
you won’t have to fill in a form: they will do it for you over the 
phone.   Have the following details to hand: 

• National Insurance number 
• Bank account details 
• Information about your income, savings and investments 
• Information about your pension (if you have one) 
• Details of any housing costs (such as mortgage, interest 

payments, service charges) 
• Partner’s details (if you have a partner) 

You can also claim online at www.gov.uk/pension-credit/how-
to-claim if there are no children or young people included in 
your claim and you already claim your State Pension. 
If you haven't claimed your State Pension or are responsible for 
children or young people included in your claim, you'll need to 
claim by phone.  

If you need help, speak to your local Age UK for help with 
claiming Pension Credit all the Age UK Advice Line on 0800 
678 1602.  They’re open 8am to 7pm, every day of the year. 
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UNPAID CARERS 
Do you care for a friend or relative? 

Do you look after a friend or a relative in their home or yours?  
If ’yes’, Healthwatch Oxfordshire wants to hear from you!   
We are an independent champion for people who use health 
and social care, and we want to know what it is like to be an 
unpaid carer, and to know about the help and support you 
receive or need. 
Even if you only help someone for a few hours or you don’t see 
yourself as a ‘carer’, your views are important. 
If you are aged 18 or over and care for an adult relative, friend 
or neighbour who is elderly or has an illness, disability, mental 
health problem or addiction please share your views by 
completing an anonymous survey at www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/
Unpaidcarers. 
If you’d prefer to talk this through over the phone, or to ask for 
a paper copy of the survey to be sent out to you, please call 
01865 520 520.  
To find out more about Healthwatch Oxfordshire see 
www.healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk 

Vicky Tilley, Healthwatch Oxfordshire 

HOW SAFE IS YOUR ELECTRIC BLANKET? 
For the past 20 years you’ve been able to take your electric 
blanket for testing: this year the County Council can’t allow 
visitors to come to them, so they are coming to you! 

They will collect your blankets from your home, take them to be 
tested and then return them the same day.  But you need to 
book: see the poster below for details. 

Beat the queue.  
Beat the flu.  
Book your flu jab today. 

THE FREE VACCINE PROGRAMME IS EXTENDED THIS 
YEAR to include 
• adults 65 and over (born on or before 31 March 1956) 
• people with medical conditions such as diabetes, stroke, 

chronic liver kidney heart or lung conditions, and disorders 
that affect immunity (including children in at-risk groups 
from 6 months of age) 
• pregnant women 
• people living with someone who's at high risk from 

coronavirus (ie on the NHS shielded patient list) 
• children aged 2 & 3 on 31 August 2020 
• children in primary school 
• children in year 7 (secondary school) 
• frontline health or social care workers including health and 

social care workers employed through Direct Payment 
(personal budgets) and/or Personal Health Budgets, such as 
Personal Assistants delivering domiciliary care to patients 
and service users 

Later in the year, if enough supplies are available, the flu 
vaccine may be given to healthy people aged 50 to 64.  More 
information will be available later in the autumn. 

Which type of flu vaccine will I have? 
There are several types of flu vaccine. 
If you're eligible for the flu vaccine on the NHS, you'll be 
offered one that's most effective for you, depending on your 
age: 
• children aged 2 to 17 are offered a live vaccine as a nasal 

spray; the live viruses have been weakened so it cannot give 
you flu 
• If your child is aged between 6 months and 2 years old and 

is in a high-risk group for flu, they'll be offered an injected 
flu vaccine because the nasal spray is not licensed for 
children under 2.  
• adults aged 18 to 64 are offered an injected inactivated 

vaccine; there are different types, but none contains live 
viruses so they cannot give you flu 
• adults aged 65 and over are offered an injected inactivated 

vaccine; the most common one contains an adjuvant to help 
your immune system have a stronger response to the 
vaccine 

Where to get the flu vaccine 
You can have your NHS flu vaccine at: 
• your GP surgery 
• a local pharmacy offering the service 
• your midwifery service if they offer it for pregnant women 

Some community pharmacies now offer flu vaccination to adults 
(but not children) at risk from flu, including pregnant women, 
people aged 65 and over, people with long-term health 
conditions and carers. 
If you have your flu vaccine at a pharmacy, you do not have to 
inform your GP.  It's up to the pharmacist to do that. 

If you're not in the above groups you can pay for a flu jab at 
certain stores. 
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HOW SAFE IS YOUR 
ELECTRIC BLANKET?

FREE TESTING IN OXFORDSHIRE: OCTOBER 2020 
Monday 5th - Friday 9th and

Monday 19th - Friday 23rd 

Make sure that your electric blanket is safe to use this winter.

This year we will collect your blanket from your house, take it 
to be tested, and return it to your house.

Book a test and we will send you a plastic bag and a label 
prior to collection.

HOW TO BOOK: 
phone:	01865 895 999 (then choose Option 1, Fire & Rescue)

email:	 communityengagement@oxfordshire.gov.uk



RECYCLING REMINDERS 
If there’s good to be found from lockdown, it’s that many of us 
have had time to stop, pause and think about how we do 
things.  Across the UK, we’ve wasted ⅓ less food than we 
usually would.  We’ve saved leftovers, written detailed 
shopping lists containing only what we need, and we’ve baked 
a LOT of banana bread.  And though life is beginning to go 
back to a form of normal, we want to encourage you to 
continue your good habits of making the most of your food and 
reducing the amount of food wasted.  

Top tips: 
Get freezer friendly: freeze food when it’s near the end of 
its life  
Write a shopping list and stick to it: don’t buy what you 
don’t need 
Use food in date order: use the oldest date first 
Portion your food: only cook what you are going to eat  

Reminders on how to safely manage your waste: 
If you or anybody in your household has symptoms, 
double bag all waste and store it safely for 72 hours before 
disposing of it in the rubbish bin 
Dispose of gloves, masks and sanitising wipes 
appropriately: not down the loo or in recycling but in your 
rubbish bin only 
If you’re out and about and bins are full, take your rubbish 
home with you. 

and …  
there’s no need to fly-tip furniture and bulky white goods 
Our bulky waste collection service is up and running: just phone 
01865 249 811, and they will give you a date on which they’ll 
pick your stuff up!  Each household is allowed 3 pick-ups a year: 
if you need more, you may be able to make an arrangement 
with a neighbour. 

RESTORE: NEWS 
We continue to need Volunteers to 
support people in our Littlemore café 
and shop.  Our volunteers must be 18 or over, and usually 
come from 9am to 3pm one day per week, but we can be 
flexible about times if needed.  Could you spare some time to 
help the local community?  
Restore is a local charity with more than 40 years’ experience of 
supporting people in Oxfordshire in their recovery from mental 
health problems.  Our volunteers work alongside staff to 
support our members as they work in the café and shop, 
helping them to learn new skills, and build their confidence.  It’s 
a really rewarding and fulfilling rôle.  Our friendly team of staff 
will support you, and we provide full training for all new 
volunteers.  Please contact Maya Patel or Louise Hodges at 
volunteer@restore.org.uk or take a look at our website at 
www.restore.org.uk/volunteer . 

PLANS TO REDUCE POLLUTION IN OXFORD 
Oxford City Council has set out plans to reduce air pollution 
within the whole of Oxford, so as to improve the health of those 
living, working, and visiting here.  Below is a map of the area to 
which the plan applies (outlined in black), and in orange the 
two main pollution hotspots.   
The Air Quality Action 
Plan 2021-25 sets out 
actions and measures 
for the Council to 
deliver with its partners 
across 4 priority areas: 
1) Developing 
partnerships & public 
education; 
2) Support for the 
uptake of low and zero 
emission vehicles; 
3) Reducing emissions 
from domestic heating, 
industry & services 
4) Reducing the need to 
travel; exploring 
opportunities for modal shift*; and increasing the uptake of 
sustainable transport.  *Modal shift means replacing a saturated means of 
transport with another to make the first less congested. 
Accompanying measures include working with schools to raise 
awareness of air pollution & active travel, introducing a Euro VI 
Low Emission Zone for buses, expanding the City Council's EV 
Fleet, and delivering the £41m Energy Superhub Oxford (see 
Issue 434 of LITTLEMORE LOCAL). 

The main priorities are the delivery of Oxford’s Zero Emission 
Zone in the heart of the City, and the project called ‘Connecting 
Oxford’ which involves closing some roads to through traffic.  
Found the brochure at https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/sites/
default/files/file/roads-and-transport-connecting-oxfordshire/
connecting_oxford_brochure.pdf. 
Since the aim is to protect the whole district, such local 
measures ought not to make things worse in other areas of the 
city.  To ensure that Littlemore remains on the map, add your 
voice to the consultation. 
It’s open from Thursday 10th  September to 23.59 on Sunday 1st  
November, and is open to residents, businesses, and 
stakeholders.   
View the draft Air Quality Action Plan and take part in the 
consultation by visiting https://consultation.oxford.gov.uk/
consult.ti/AQAP/consultationHome. 
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LITTLEMORE LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY QUIZ 
Answer to Question 5  
It’s Railway Lane, photographed in about 1900. 
The site is thought to be located within, or on the fringe of the 
late Saxon and medieval core of Littlemore village. 
Archaeological work in the area has uncovered evidence for 
Roman industry and Anglo-Saxon settlement, mostly 
investigated during construction of the Science Park to the 
south-east.  Of wider significance however, is the evidence for 
Roman pottery production.  See : http://tvas.co.uk/reports/
pdf/BLO07-83wb.pdf. 
You can see Laburnum Farm, which stood at the end of Railway 
Lane beside the railway track.  It was a thatched cottage which 
belonged to the Hospital and it burnt down in 1951: it was said 
to be ignited by a spark from a train.   
Julie Ann Godson posted the following information:  
Railway Lane in Littlemore looks quiet enough at the turn of the 
century, but evidently pedestrians risked considerable peril.  In 
1899, "Jackson's Oxford Journal" reported that two 
undergraduates had been summoned before the petty sessions 
for riding a tandem there without lights at midnight.  The 
students claimed they had cycled from London, hoping in vain 
that their oil would last.  Only a few days earlier PC Bolton had 
stopped labourer Richard Maskell and asked him why he was 
driving his horse and cart without reins.  Maskell claimed he 
had forgotten them when he left home.  Fines were issued all 
round. 
 
ROSE HILL ADVICE CENTRE…  
… is an independent charity, grant-aided by 
Oxford City Council and by Littlemore Parish 
Council, which serves Rose Hill, Donnington & 
Littlemore.  We offer free advice in confidence to 
all.  Should the need arise, we will represent you in Courts of 
Law concerning debt, rent arrears, eviction or mortgage 
repossession. 
Find us:  

• in the Rose Hill Community Centre, Carole's Way,  
off Ashhurst Way, Rose Hill, OX4 4HF.  

• Freephone 0800 170 0156, Monday to Thursday 
9.30am-3.30pm.  

• online at rhdadvice.org  
• email: admin@rhdadvice.org. 

We are open: in the Rose Hill Community Centre: for reduced 
hours due to the pandemic 

• Mon 10am-12:30pm (drop-in) 
• Tues: 10am-12.30pm (Benefits drop-in only) 
• Weds 10am-12.30pm (Debt drop-in only from 23rd  Sept). 

Geoffrey Ferres, Manager 

THE COMMUNITY EMERGENCY FOOD BANK 
The Community Emergency Food Bank continues 
to provide a delivery-only service across Oxford 
and the surrounding area.   

If your household is facing a shortage of essential, 
non-perishable food please contact your doctor, one of the 
advice agencies, a community or housing worker, your 
children’s school, a church minister, counsellor or other 
professional person in the community to refer you.  

An appropriate food parcel depending on household size and 
circumstances will then be delivered on a Tuesday or Friday 
morning between 10am and 12 noon. 

If you would like to consider helping CEF as a volunteer please 
email info@cefoxford.co.uk.                                  Andrew Bevan 

RECENT HIKE IN LOCAL COVID CASES  
In response to the rise in cases among young people the 
City Council has: 
• six officers carrying out daily patrols and inspections in the 

City Centre and district centres such as the Cowley Road & 
Templars Square to ensure social distancing rules are being 
adhered to; 
• undertaken inspections of licensed premises to ensure they 

are complying with government requirements; 
• worked with retail business, pubs, restaurants and cafes to 

emphasise the use of face masks and collecting track and 
trace data, in particular with late night food vans / take aways 
where social distancing is very difficult; 
• contacted Taxi & Private Hire trade, encouraging drivers to 

wear face coverings and customers to do the same; 
• put out appeals for face mask donations for our food boxes, 

to help the financially excluded comply; 
• regularly published safety messages on the Rediscover 

Oxford web site https://rediscoveroxford.co.uk/safety 
• used social media to promote mask wearing among young 

people, especially on buses; 
• worked with our community networks and groups (particularly 

those connected with 18-30 demographic) to disseminate 
messages; 
• targeted areas where young people live and gather with 

posters in bus stops and community noticeboards to promote 
government guidance. 

Residents are urged to take action themselves to prevent 
further spread of the virus: 
• Keep your distance 
• Avoid busy gatherings 
•Wash your hands regularly with soap and water 
• Use hand sanitiser if soap and water are not available 
•Wear a face covering: 
◦On public transport 
◦ In places where it is hard to stay away from people, such as 

shops 
◦When you go to a hospital appointment or visit someone 

in hospital 

Self-isolation reminder for people who have been on 
holidays to nations not on exempt list:  
if you have been abroad on holiday to countries that are not on 
the official exempt list you must self-isolate for 14 days when 
you return. 

What does self-isolation entail? 
• Do not go to work, school or public places 
•Work from home if you can 
• Do not go on public transport or use taxis 
• Do not go out to get food and medicine – order it online 

or by phone, or ask someone to bring it to your home 
• Do not have visitors in your home, including friends and 

family – except for those providing essential care 
• Do not go out to exercise – exercise at home or in your 

garden, if you have one.  

To keep up to date with CoViD-19 advice, support and legal 
requirements see: 

• https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19 
• https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus 

r 
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SUPPORT SERVICES AND HELPLINES  
Details accurate as of MARCH 2020 

SEEKING HELP IN OXFORD?  
Oxford County Council's Health and Social Care webpages 
are particularly useful if you are looking for a support 
organisation locally: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/
social-and-health-care 

Oxford’s What’s On: Daily Info at www.dailyinfo.co.uk/
oxford/help-organisations carries contact details for local 
resources covering many areas of need.  

NATIONAL HELPLINES  
These can also often direct you to local services: 

Abuse (of children) 
*NSPCC: www.nspcc.org.uk Children’s charity dedicated to 
ending child abuse and child cruelty: helpline for adults 
concerned about a child: 08088 005 000.  
*CHILDLINE: 24-hour free helpline for children: 0800 1111.      

Abuse (domestic violence) 
*Do you feel you might be an abuser?  There is help and 
advice available from Respect: 0800 802 4040. 
*Reducing the risk: 0800 731 0055 (M-F 10-7): Oxfordshire 
charity ensuring the safety of women, men & children at risk of 
abuse: www.reducingtherisk.org.uk 
*Refuge: 0808 2000 247 (24hrs): www.refuge.org.uk 
*Action On Elder Abuse: 0808 80 88 141. 
*Men’s Advice Line: (M-F, 9-5) for men suffering domestic 
abuse: 0808 80 10 327       

Addiction (drugs, alcohol, gambling) 
*Alcoholics Anonymous: 24-hour helpline 08009 177 650: 
www.alcoholics-anonymous.org.uk 
*Gamblers Anonymous: information line 0330 094 0322 
www.gamblersanonymous.org.uk 
*Narcotics Anonymous: 0300 999 1212 (daily 10am-midnight): 
www.ukna.org 

Alzheimer's 
*Alzheimer's Society: provides information on dementia, 
including factsheets and helplines: 0300 222 1122: 
www.alzheimers.org.uk 

Bereavement services for adults and children 
*Cruse Bereavement Care: 0808 808 1677 (Mon-Fri, 
9.30am-5pm- ’til 8pm Tue,Wed, Thur): 
www.crusebereavementcare.org.uk 
*Winston’s Wish: 08088 020 021 (M-F 9-5): call us if a young 
person you know is finding it hard to cope with grief. 

Crime victims 
*Rape Crisis: 08088 029 999 (daily, 12-2.30pm, 
7-9.30pm): www.rapecrisis.org.uk 
*Victim Support: 08081 689 111 (24/7): www.victimsupport.org 

Deafness + Visual Loss 
*Deaf Direct: 01905 746 301  www.deafdirect.org.uk 
*Royal National Institute for the Blind: RNIB: 0303 123 9999. 
Open 8am-8pm weekdays and 9am-1pm on Saturdays. 

Eating disorders 
*Beat: 0808 801 0677 (adults), 0808 801 0711 (U 18s):  
www.b-eat.co.uk 

HIV/AIDS 
*Terrence Higgins Trust: Information, advice and support: 0808 
802 1221: www.tht.org.uk 
Learning disabilities 
*Mencap: Charity working with people with a learning disability, 
their families and carers: 0808 808 1111 (M-F 9am-3pm): 
www.mencap.org.uk 

Men’s health 
*Men's Health Forum: 24/7 stress support for men by text, chat 
and email: www.menshealthforum.org.uk 

Mental health 
*Bipolar UK: A charity helping people living with manic 
depression or bipolar disorder: peer support line: 03333 233 
880 (local rate): www.bipolaruk.org.uk 
*CALM: Campaign Against Living Miserably, for men aged 
15-35: 0800 58 58 58 (5pm-midnight): www.thecalmzone.net 
*Mind: Promotes the views and needs of people with mental 
health problems: 2 helplines: @illness and help 03001 233 393 
(Mon-Fri, 9am-6pm):  @mental health law 03004 666 463 (9-6, 
M-F):   www.mind.org.uk 
*No Panic: charity offering support for sufferers of panic attacks 
and OCD.  Offers a course to help overcome your phobia/
OCD. Includes helplines: for adults 08449 674 848 (10am-10pm 
daily):  & for 13-20-year olds  03306 061 174 (10am-10pm): 
www.nopanic.org.uk 
*OCD Action: for people with obsessive compulsive disorder. 
Includes information on treatment and online resources: 0845 
390 6232 (Mon-Fri, 9am-8.30pm): www.ocdaction.org.uk 
*OCD UK: charity run by people with OCD, for people with 
OCD. Includes facts, news and treatments: 03332 127 890  
(times vary): www.ocduk.org  
*SANE: Emotional support, information and guidance for 
people affected by mental illness, their families and carers: 
03003 047 000 (daily, 4.30-10.30pm): www.sane.org.uk/
support 
*YoungMinds: For Information on child and adolescent mental 
health services for parents and professionals.  Young persons’ 
Crisis line: text YM to 85258.  Parents' helpline 08088 025 544 
(Mon-Fri, 9.30am-4pm): www.youngminds.org.uk 

Parenting 
*Family Lives: Advice on all aspects of parenting including 
dealing with bullying: 0808 800 2222 (Mon-Fri, 9am-9pm. Sat-
Sun, 10am-3pm): www.familylives.org.uk 

Pregnancy 
*Life-Pregancy Matters: Emotional and practical support for 
pregnancy-related and baby-loss matters: 0808 802 5433:   
Text-to-Talk: 07860 077 339: www.lifecharity.org.uk 

Relationships 
*Relate: see website for information on their services: 
www.relate.org.uk 

Suicide: thoughts of suicide, or bereaved by suicide 
*PAPYRUS: Young suicide prevention society: 08000 684 141 or 
Text: 07860 039 967 (10am-10pm Weekdays, 2pm-10pm 
weekends & Bank Hols): www.papyrus-uk.org 
*Samaritans: email jo@samaritans.org or freephone 116 123 
from anywhere in UK, 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.  You 
don't have to be suicidal to call us. 
*Survivors of Bereavement by suicide: 03001 115 065 (M-F 9-9) 
for over 18s.  Younger people may contact PAPYRUS, Cruse, 
CALM, Winston’s Wish, Childline, Samaritans (all listed above). 
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LITTLEMORE PARISH COUNCIL 

2019-21 Council Chair: Cllr Lynda Comber        2019-21 Council Vice-Chair: Cllr Macer Wicker 
Because meetings and elections have been cancelled or postponed, appointments are extended until 2021 

ELECTED MEMBERS CO-OPTED MEMBERS 
Cllr Lynda Comber Cllr Kim Wicker Cllr Tiago Corais 

Cllr Dorian Hancock Cllr Macer Wicker Cllr Michael Evans 
Cllr Gill Sanders Cllr Maggie Willis Cllr Anita Fisher 
Cllr Sue Stewart 4  Vacancies Cllr Margaret Wareing 
Cllr John Tanner   

COMMITTEES 

Finance Committee Planning Committee Policy Committee Personnel Committee 
Chair: Dorian Hancock Chair: Cllr Sue Stewart Chair: TBC Chair:  Cllr Gill Sanders 

Members Members Members Members 

Cllr Lynda Comber Cllr Lynda Comber Cllr Lynda Comber Cllr Lynda Comber 
Cllr Dorian Hancock Cllr Michael Evans Cllr Michael Evans Cllr Anita Fisher 

Cllr John Tanner Cllr Gill Sanders Cllr Anita Fisher Cllr Gill Sanders 
Cllr Maggie Willis Cllr Sue Stewart Cllr John Tanner Cllr Sue Stewart 
Cllr Macer Wicker Cllr Maggie Willis Cllr Maggie Willis Cllr Kim Wicker 

    

WORKING GROUPS 

Amenities Neighbourhood Plan Digital Transport Small Grants Youth Council 
Cllr Dorian Hancock Cllr Tiago Corais Cllr Michael Evans (L) Cllr Lynda Comber Cllr Lynda Comber Cllr Lynda Comber (L) 

Cllr John Tanner Cllr Dorian Hancock  Cllr Tiago Corais (L) Cllr John Tanner Cllr Gill Sanders 
Cllr Macer Wicker (L) Cllr John Tanner   Cllr Dorian Hancock Cllr Maggie Willis (L)  

Cllr Maggie Willis Cllr Margaret Wareing     
 Cllr Maggie Willis (L)     

Each Working Group has a lead member (L) who will write reports & provide updates to the Clerk and Council. 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Clerk: Richard Wilkins: Available by phone between 4 & 7pm, Monday to Friday on 07377 682 216. 
You can email the Clerk and the whole Parish Council at clerk@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk, or write to them at The Oxford Academy, Sandy Lane West, 

Littlemore, Oxford OX4 6JZ.  Richard will try to answer all queries within 7 days but please note that those requiring Parish Council discussion, decision 
and/or approval will always be referred to the next full Parish Council meeting. 

Cllr Lynda Comber chair@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk Cllr Margaret Wareing margaret.wareing@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Cllr Tiago Corais cllrtcorais@oxford.gov.uk Cllr Kim Wicker kim.wicker@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Cllr Michael Evans michael.evans@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk Cllr Macer Wicker macer.wicker@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Cllr Anita Fisher anita.fisher@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk Cllr Maggie Willis maggie.willis@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Cllr Dorian Hancock dorian.hancock@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk Vacancy  

Cllr Gill Sanders cllrgsanders@oxford.gov.uk     01865 761 856 Vacancy  

Cllr Sue Stewart sue.stewart@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk Vacancy  

Cllr John Tanner cllrjtanner@oxford.gov.uk    01865 251 441 Vacancy  

FULL COUNCIL MEETINGS  

Full Council Meetings are usually held at The Oxford Academy, Sandy Lane West from 7-9pm on the 2nd Tuesday each month except August.   
However, during the CoViD-19 Lockdown meetings are conducted online.  Please contact the Clerk or check the Parish Council website for news about them. 

www.littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk   
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The copy deadline for the December 2020-January 2021 edition is midnight on Thursday November 12th.   
Please email all copy to editor@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk.  Advertisers are asked to submit copy a week before that. 

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 

 
Councillor Vacancies  
We currently have four vacancies on the parish council, which 
we hope to fill at our parish council meeting on 13th October 
2020.  Anyone interested in joining should contact the parish 
clerk for an informal chat by noon on Tuesday 6th October 
2020.  Further information on the role of a councillor, and on 
eligibility is available from: 
www.littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk/
Councillor_Vacancy_22155.aspx. 

Richard Wilkins, Clerk to Littlemore Parish Council  

Clerk’s Column 
I have lived in Littlemore all my life and it truly is a special 
place to live and I am proud to be the Parish Clerk.  From 
the start of the pandemic lockdown many found themselves 
either shielding or in isolation periods, the response from 
the community was amazing with many of you offering 
support to your friends, family and neighbours.  From going 
shopping, picking up subscriptions or just being a friendly 
voice on end of the phone it kept the community going, 
and ensured those who had to shield were looked after and 
never felt alone.  

Just before lockdown the Parish Council held an 
extraordinary meeting to give ‘Delegated Powers’ to the 
Officers, this enabled the Council to function after face – 
face meetings were halted by government.  With mixed 
messages from the government it was certainly a difficult 
period and I want to thank residents who bore with us 
during those difficult couple of months: every decision 
made was for the safety and wellbeing of residents. 

Since legislation has been passed, this allows councils to 
hold ‘virtual meetings’.  We have now held several full 
Council and Committee meetings and I like to thank the 
members of Littlemore Parish Council who have adapted 
this approach as for some it was a first time of using Zoom.  

We have now decided to postpone the Council’s calendar of 
meetings up to May 2021: moving forward meetings will be 
published online and on noticeboards, so please keep an 
eye out for these. 

Looking ahead we are planning a review of the LITTLEMORE 
LOCAL.  What can be changed?  Does it need to be 
changed?  Do we re-start delivery to every door step, or do 
we have the larger edition online and the shorter print issue 
only available at pick up points at shops?  All options will be 
open to us, and it would be great to hear from you with any 
ideas: just email them to 
clerk@littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk. 

In the next edition of Littlemore Local I will provide details 
of the precept, this is the money received from Oxford City 
Council to meet the costs of the budget set by Parish 
Council. 

Thank you. 

Richard Wilkins, Clerk to Littlemore Parish Council 

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS cont… 

Herschel Crescent Recreation Ground Development 
Residents who use the Herschel Crescent Recreational Ground 
may recall the previous Pavilion which had become unsafe to use, 
and an eyesore in general.  The Parish Council set up a working 
group charged with working on a program to demolish the old 
building and prepare a plan to build a new sports pavilion and a 
maintenance workshop (to replace the current one in Oxford 
Road). 

Just as the plans started to develop at pace the pandemic hit, and 
officers at Oxford City Council were reassigned to assist with the 
fantastic work done to help out the local community.  However, we 
can now update you on where we are. 

The project is going to cost an estimated £280,000-£310,000.  
The Council has so far managed to raise £233,962 and has held 
talks with Oxford City Council to fill the small gap of £76,038 from 
the central Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) pot (unless there is 
a generous donator willing to step in).   

CIL money is money paid by developers on new builds such as the 
Armstrong Road Development in Littlemore.  It is intended to 
ameliorate the impact of development.  The City Council keeps 
85% of this payment, and uses it to support infrastructure 
development within its control: locally-raised CIL money might be 
used quite far afield, such as at Seacourt Park & Ride, and for the 
development of Five Mile Drive Pavilion.  Seeing that Littlemore 
only receive 15% of the overall amount it was felt that it is time the 
City Council stepped up to support us. 

The Parish Council have chosen to develop on Herschel Crescent 
Recreation Ground rather than Oxford Road Rec as it is owned by 
Oxford City Council, leased for a small amount of £80 per year, 
and permissions are easier to obtain.  Oxford Road Rec is owned 
by a trust that currently charges us £4,000 a year in rent, and 
would be much more difficult to build on.  Herschel Crescent is 
also close to the Sandy Lane Pitches, some of which are soon to 
be used for other development, so there will be a call for high 
quality pitches in the neighbourhood. 

We hope to remove the existing fencing along the track so as to 
offer open access to the park, place small trees instead, and place 
new fencing around play area.  Talks have taken place with the 
developer for Sandy Lane West and working with Oxford City 
Council we hope to provide a new footpath round the park with 
some additional trees, and two football pitches.  The two 
entrances will be re surfaced to ensure the park can be used for 
all.A public consultation process will take place, and we would 
welcome comments and hope that local residents will fully 
support this great opportunity. 

Pavilion Project Working Group, LPC


